Tiéu thuyét — Truyen dai
Chu dé: Thi Huong
Téac gii: Ngb Tat To

LEU CHONG

Loi gidi thigu: bkt xin dwoc giéi thiéu tdp tiéu thuyét ciza nha vin Ngo Tat Té ta chi tict vé Thi Hwong
trén dat nuéc Viet Nam vao thi phong kén. Nhing cuc thi hweng nay, dung Nhodt lam rén ting,
da duoc cac triu dinh phong kin Viét Nam 6 chizc o moi 3 ndm nt lan trén toan méc VN i nam ra
bdc vao thd xa xra dé tuyén chpn nhan tai paing sr quoc gia.

TheoViét Sk Toan The ciia nha & hoc Pham Véin Sen/VNCH, thi thi hrong da it dau xuit hién tr
doi nha Ly drsi hinh thic Khoa thi Tam gido (Rit-Khong-L&o gido)trang 184], va k thi cwi cling
dwoc 6 chirc vao mm 1919 ganh diu sr cdo chung g¢a rén Nho lve VN— nhwong chb cho chir Qusc
ngi dwoc dung lam én ting cho \in Hoc Viét Nam sat thé ky 204¢n hdm nay. Kinh ti Quy v theo
ddi tap tieu thuyét dai 21 clrong sauday. Tran tong. —bkt

Loi tAc gid: Ngay nay nghdén hai tiéng “Léu”, “ Chdng’ ¢6 |é nhiéu ngeoi sé ldy lam bk vi nhing it
ay tr biét chiing ta maii dén chs myt tichda gin ba chue nim nay. Nirng ma terée hon hai chic nam
di nguoc tré 1én, chadén hon mgt nghin @m, “Léu” “Chdng” v dn lam chi vdn ménh aia giang sn i
ky ma ngroi ta van khoe 1& “byn nghin @m win hién”. Nhiing dng ngi trong miu dirong lam erong
lam @it cho nréc nha, niéng dnge noi tuyen thach, 1am khudn @u chodao dirc phong hoadeu o
trong dam ku chdng ma ra. éu Chéng vi nuzéc Viét Nam khdng khac éh 6ng 0 \it, da ché tao du
cac lung ngroi hiru dung haic vo ding. Chinh n@7a lam cho mdgc Viet Nam tw nén nat nwoc cé vin
hoa, i lai chinh ndda dua nusc Vit Namdén cdi diét vong. Vi no, méc Viet Nam trong mit thoi ky
rat dai @a phat hén ra nhiéu ainh trong kv quai, ¢ tid khien cho ngroi ta phii cuoi, phdi khoc, phii
ring ron hoi hép. —Ngé Tat Té N

Fe
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L éu chdng (1939) — Civong 1

Gin nia thang 6i, trong lang \an khoa, lGc naoimg ndo ikc, nton nhip nhr sip kéo
hoi. Binh trungdiém s ciing nhr quan méc -
hang qué chlam chd hoi hop cia cac ong gia,
ba gia va ning cay @y truc miii sit, nhirng
gOi trau cau bn bang caidau. Chuyn mgi,
chuyén di ludn ludn theo ning bai ét trau,
nhitng lan khoi thdc dong thoi tudn ra va 6
nhu bong rang. Ong nay ik lang minh tht
dugc hudng dinh. Ong kiatoan o Tran két
ngdi mo t6. Ba nay Ko ay dd phucduic hién - N
hau, cHu kho B cacdén chua. Ba kia khen co TRU THUYET
nghé 6t nét du diéu, biét phan bét ké trén

nguoi dudi.

NGO TAT 10

Céi hoa go no dau thang giéngta duoc tan 1a
diém t6t. Con khanh khach kéu trén afioh
gita ngay khai &, cling dugc ton la tin n&ng —
Cau chugn tuy duy nlat chi quanh gén c6 e e
thé, nhueng sr n6 nrc da bit nguorl ta ar phai TR A
chiéu di chiéu lai ban tan Bt ngayay sang
ngay khacdau lang cum lang, throng co
nhixng tiéng aroi ndi ram ram. H6m nay di
cang p mp hon nira..

ﬁf/';ill' J - < .

VAN HOC

Tu lGe ti méi sang rd, Mt hdi md da tiép tiéng vang aa ba i trong cai khuatong
goc toi tréndinh. Véi chiéc dai lung lwado bo mai sang enh sron, Iy truong khéng
khac phé 1y, tirong tuan, tung #ng vAc tay tiroc chay nhao & dinh dén diém. Giira mbt
hdi ti u caa nhing tiéng hiéu 6¢ di doi véi dip hicu sng, ngrol ¢ cac xom kéo ra tiu tit.
Chd nay vai clic dan dngdi véi mai, thubng, xéng, cuc gdy nang va cau liém; ahkia
muoi nguoi dan ba va niting quang, thing s, it lung Iang crdi dau don ganh. Nt
toan hi mot toan. Mot [ lai mét . Ong qLﬁn xan tréndau gbi, gau vay kéo lérién nra
bung chan, cac toan, c&clfn luot tién vao samtinh.

Mot bau on ao chém ca khudinh vadiém. Mat trdi tir trén ngn tre xuyén sang méinh
tung bing dén tieng chao dadan chim 8. Anh sang 16ng lanh ckii trén nim qi danh
cuadoi dong tr ciradinh.

Céion &o ndi ltic mot Ion. Chnh nréc ché khadd bi may chuc batdan wc aan. Hai
thung cau kha@eé d6 dan dan bien thanhdong ba téu tan. Kt thay cac toan, cadilnhat te
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dng diy. Nhue mot dao quan ra #n, may tram con ngroi ram rap kéo radau lang va vui
vé tien thang dén doan duong cung &n dia gii.

Theo nénh knh aia 6ng ly, dng pho, 6ngueng, dan phu it dau sang 8a ir dau dia
phan tro vé. Cac fAu tat nréc deu dugc bdi ddp phing phiu. NHing dam @ gau ven
duong déu bi gidy sach va tit xudng ruong. Ngroi ta cit hét nhitng cay vy 6¢ bam vao
ven thanh. Ngoi ta giat hét nhitng céi anh tre khum khuna trénduong cai. Naroi ta
quét I¢t nhitng ddng ain rac kinh nién ba bai ktip cacdau ngd ventuong. Hrong Iy
van thic gic voi va. Tu va vn ric g hbi dai tir xdm naydén xém kia. Tdi dan dan
nong thém. My traim bd mit ¢6 nhe déng 1 md héi d6 ra bong nhoang. Nimg cai oi
birc cia tiét dau ha van khéng ngn ndi sy nd nrc caadam ngroi lam viéc hét long.

Gan dén nra bwi, bao nhiéu khiduong khap khénh, ¢ ghe déu trg nén ntiing dii dat
ong mrot nhu tam lya moi. Nhitng tieng aroi ndi vui nhr ngay €, lai dua cac toan, cac
|G dan phudn luot tro vé sandinh.

M6t tuan trau nuéc vira tan, Iy teang dang trén tim dinh déng dc néi xwng:

— Trra im 1oi! Xin “cha” [1)di rira chan tay vaat do dac. Roi “cha” dén ludn nha quan
tan khoaié con lam ap, ké phn, sip Sradtaa bat mam éi, kéo nira khéng kp?

Mot buoi 6n &o @n dip trongddmddng,dan dngdan ba, ¢ té ai v nha ray. Truong
tuan cit i tuan phu canh éng lang. Ly toong, pho ly vait ca nhiing hang dan anh dt
dat kéo vao nha 6ng nghésimO day, tr dau mng chodén x6 kEp toan 1a nitng V& vui
mirng. Cac 6ng, ba, cdae trong quan dda hpp tp mp. Trén chéc ghé ngra quang au
ké & gian gira, @ 6ng[2] bat chan cl “ngd”, ngdi bang diéu bo rat dic y. Phia day pin
& gian bén enh, dng teong ho Tran thong th dua chéc quat thude phay miy chom rau
trang x0a, bartinh cac véc $ dén trong ngay mai.

Ngoai san, & ba ding nhr c6 nghé, at ta chay nguoc chay xudi, vra sip Sra cac thr do
dung, vra cit dat viéc nay véc khac. Sau ﬁy cai vai cung kinh dang kh cécp3) ¢b ong,
¢ ba va céc vgia ldo, ly trong, pho Iy va bn trum trong ghe ngi vao hang gé cudi
cung. Dan lang kéaén mbi ldc mdi déng. Tir nha drgi dén nha trén, &kdang, ngroi

ngdi, 16 nhd nhe mot khu chy. Theo bi cat cir caa cac vton tirong, nhing ngroi “lam
gilp” toi tap di tim céng véc. Muon mam, nron ndi, muon batdia va ganh wéc d6 day
cac chum, cacav, do la ptin sr cuadan ba. Con phéan ong thi chia ra thanh hai ban:
mot ban chon tre,ehg rap, ké pfan, ké gfé sip dat cacdé bai tri, ndt ban rira vao
chuong kit lon, 1am dip miy chuc mam dm ghémdé kip lang xém b mac ian tam bira
trua.

Cong Vvéc bit dau tai bi. Tiéng ngroi ho thét, ttng mam batiung nhau, hoadi tieng
lon kéu 1 éc ngoaiwdn lam thanh caiangam am cia nHt dinh dam to bn. Hoi ltra
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trong k&p hop V6i hoi nguoi cac i cang &ing thém gc néng da ti hé. bung tua, &
ban 1am xong, hai toap I6n ding wra lop kin. Nhing chic chiéu hoa dai thron thuot
nhu 14 cotdai 1an luot pha kin cac day giong phan tir trong nha ra ngoai san. Hangym
chuc mam rau ém thit md chat day trong nlirng béatdan,diadan, la 16t dat khip cac nha
cac np.

— Xin moi ba con hayi xoi com kéo déi. CAc véc dé d6 an xong bi ta hay lam.

Loi néi chia 6ng trong hp Tran khong kém fing ho dia dngdai tudng ding dau ba
quan, n6 céiec manh khién cho moi nguol ram rap dung diy. ban ong i dan ong,dan
ba Wi dan ba, Bn mot, tdm hai lang xom, dymac tr ¥ ra nhau, #n chéu nao n@| vao
chiéu &y. MAm nay @i rugu, mam kia gi com, 6i may mam khac vam véo g lay
nugc canh méc mam. Loi di chat hep trong nay gian ap thanh ch chen nhaui@ ngroi
ra vao.

Gioéng nhr 16p tim an 15i, mot loat ndm s&u ciic mam nlit t& nhac chén @t dia. Mat
troi chénh clach chiu vaodau rap, cac mam dhcon bat khéngdia khong. Bng mbt
giong ndi chitng chac, dng trrdng hp Tran to ra ngroi rat thao viéc:

— Xin moi ba conan trau, wng nréc, i thi ai vao véc ay di cho. Xem cling cdng véc
hay con nHiu lam. Ta plai [am gip msi duogc!

Bao nhiéu mamé&san tan hn luot bi dua xuwng khu san &p, dé nhuong cac chiu trong
rap cho niiing dia trau cau kho va nimg doanam taydung nxéc che xanh. Ec trau
nudc khongday mot khac. Moi nguoi 6 at dang Ién.

Ldc nay cdng \ic cang nBn nhip. O dang sau nha rilng ngroi vat trau bo reami. O
trong mp, c6 ndt doan dao tht ky cdc bim thit, bim xwong. Vagd trude san, my chuc
chiéc chay hgnh huch rén xung day @i da dai. Mot dam vang vango do nghéu
nghén tir nha dri bép 18n nha trénbo 1a céc tie xoi gic, x6i danh va xdi 1a dh déng
trong nhirng chéc “mam dang” sn son.

GO6p vaadd, mbi mam thém rat cai © lon, haic cai “lam” lon, Mt nam rugu va ndt dia
trdu. Ong trrong hy Tran xing xinh trong clt 4o € mau lam cung kintii theo iy
mam xoi tht dé thay mit Co ong B yét cac wi dinh, chua, &n ch, va cac nha thdai ton,
tiéu tén. Vong canhdau odng tlng ting ry tiéng tdng bao. Ta:p dén mot trang phéao &
lién thanh. Hai mam caudi dua hai 6ng bn than éa & ongden mirng quan nghe.
Bang mdt dang b ung dung, & dng fr trén gke ngea quang du khoan thai thod chan
xubng dat. Ngai € sang % chan vao giay vaitth tong bréc radau them. Rbi vai mot
Vvai gin sat nit dat, o 6ng cung kinh @i quy khach 1én ting nha trén.
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Trong céi ngoai éng li diem may tiéng git giong. Mot lii cai Bng, phé éng, Iy dch

cac xa trongdng, 16 nhj theo niy bao ché sinhau va mt hom phéo badao khim nam
tién vao trong ap. May 6ng quan b conduong von va mvi khach vao g&, va miy ong
khach hangdng condangduaday nhuong nhau ngi trén, thio ngoai éng lai c6 miy
tiéng trdng cai bao Ku.

Theo hinh th caadam Bng rin, mbt bon chrng Bdn muoi nguoi kéo dai fr cong vao san
véi chiéc khay vudng c@é vai hirc cauddi nhidu do. Gio nay madi, tréng bao ludn ludn
khong drt, khachdén mbi IGc mdi nhiéu. Bon nay ng@i chura yén gk, bon khacda am

rap kéo vao. My ong quan b chuyén véc tiép khach, ai fiy nhé nhai md héi. Nhing
cau hoc trd bé con cbng cing chay khéng kp nudc dé khach dp giong.

Trén chéc an tuée thém, ché, phao, cawdi chat day nhu qua non 1. Lién con cong,
caudoi voc nQ%u, treo klap vach, kiap trong. NHrng o gio, nem, ninh, mc ke tiep
nhau tr phia © d¢ Ién. Khach kira luc duc vao téc. Bon naodéen trudce an trude, bon nao
den sauan sau. Mam nayung ra, mam kiang vao. Trongap ding nhr trong nha,
khong luc nao khéng c6 vai ma&m uong.

Troi gan ti, khdchda hoi van. Hbi tréng thu khong gadiém canh wra tan, niing cay
bach lap, nhing qui dén bng, nhing dia diu trong cac quang trér luot theo nhau it
lra. Ngoai san, trongip anh sanguc 15 nhu ban ngay. Ong #éng hp Tran osi tam ao
lam trao cho ngoi nha @t di roi goi ly truong, phoé lydéen hoi:

— THé nao, nlitng &4 hanh ngi ngay mai, cac ty sip sradu chua?

Ly truéng nhanh nu:

— Trinh @, ching con&m sradaudiy ca roi.

Pho ly E phép ndi thém:

— Trinh @, con théu hai cai can&te linh, vi bi mot giy, ching conta timddi sao pli
dung tim.

— Nhitng aidi ruéc? Git cr xong chra?

— Bam d4! Tat ca hon mot tram stit, toan 1a ngoi lang, chdng con khéng danitetén
ong nao trong quarph

Ong trang ho Tran hoi cau 16ng may:
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— C4ido la & tat nhién. VEc khac, dan langing khdngduoc phép @t nguoi quan hy di
ruge, hong chi viec nay... Tk cac thy c6 din nhirng ngroi vao viec phai @n mac cho fr
te khdng?

— Bam c6. Chling coda bit dan langiéu mic 4odo va thit dai lung mau xanh. Ai khong
c6 «n thi phii di muon.

Ong trang ho Tran ra kb vira v:

— Phii cho trang tong mbt chat ndi dugc... Con ¢ hanghg, hang hugn trong vao.
Khéng nén &u tha @€ cho ngroi ta ché aoi lang minh.

Mot nguoi tuan phud congdi vao, chip taydén dang drdi thém:

— Trinh @, pheong chéoda dén.

Ong trong by Tran ngim ngh giay lat:

— Ra ldo chiing nd & ngdi ngoaidy. Luc ndo c6 ngoi ra goi S8 vao.

R6i, chi tay ra tting gian ap chinh gira, 6ngdy nhin mit ly truong, pho ly:

— Bay gby, cdng vic da thr, cac thy hay saidtra nao thu &p chd nay,dé cho phrong
chéo vao hat 6t ldc.

Ly truéng, pho Iy sungwsng nhr linh Ié dugc chuyén sai, fp da mot tiéng rat gon va
cungdem theoé¢nh aia 6ng trong quan h xuong réo nha argi loan bao cho én trai
lang.

Qua nmdt hdi don dep, ké cuing, gianap chinh gira nghém nhién thanh ¥t san kiu 1am
thoi. Trong chiu trén tlém thang thing diém bdn, nim tiéng. Ching hon mudi nguoi
phuong chéo theddi hom vudngd nhb tién vao. Té condua nhau ho reo. Trongp dn
ao nhr ddm W chy. Sau khi iy bo quan 4oda vit 1én i day thrng ching swt hai
chiéc ot rap, & ngin cho nira gian ap thanh mt cin bwng, Hp pHin, Hp son va
nhitng mi bac, mi vang, ni 16ng céng, ri canh chan, la liét bay ra dip hom nit an.

Tréng rung. M&diém nhéat ging. Phéng phéng, @ choe dong thyi néi 18n. Tro kit dau
dién. Tru6c rap, sau gp va hai bénap, ngroi diing chit nhe ném &éi. Hét mot hoi tréng
dao tro, & ddmdeu im phing phic dé nhin 1 miéng ngroi kép gidodau duong mip may
moi sau mt chiéc quat giay. banh at mot cai, cai qut bi cup han lai, nguoi kép By hét
gan nit gan ©, gan mdidé ngan cho ging thit dai:
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— Nh¢ thus xua tich @, co ndt chang trai tén@ Luu Binh...

Moi ngudi x6n xao o nhau:

— A ho lam tro “Tay Drong ngha ph”.

bém cang khuya, tro cang x0 xat, khai€ang no tic. Nguoi ta Vo tay aroi reo khi
nghe anh & cat ngha “dai phong” l1a b twong. Va naroi ta to vé ai nqai thuong xo6t, khi

thiy Luu Binh Ec ¢au nhin mit trugc bat @m thiu va qd ca ndc aia nha rong LA,

Niradém, tro vra ht vo. Khan gii 6n ao gii tan sau rat hoi trong tan tro. Ong trong
ho Tran oai & ra knh cho lpn ly truong, pho ly:

— Bay giy nira giv ty roi, sang gi siru thi phii khei hanh... Céc thy giuc ho bung mam
deé cha xoi ruou, khéng thi & qua.
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L éu chdng (1939) — Cirong 2

Lai mot 1an nixa, rut gan ¢ Thay khéng kirduoc sr hdi hop. Va cai bi hop lan nay
c6 & con minh hon may lan trede nhigu [im. Tri nks caa ¢d con in ranh ranh. Caday
viradung not nam, bay gio cd mbi ¢d muoi chin twbi. Caidém €ip sra thing quin thing
&odé di 1am ngroi ndi trg cho du khoa Tan Pang Long, tim catd ki mot phen rung
dong. Song lady cb ch ty thay bén Ién va & ngh quanh nghquan nhiing céinh trong
dau tién va nktng cau noi th nhat caa minh trong khi it dau giap nit nguoi ban tram
nam. Thé ma thdi. Bi dén hoi cudi thang ndt nam ngoéai, khiduoc tin chbng cddd cir
nhan, laing c6 hi ndn nao4n nira. Nhrng céidia i caa mbt ¢d ar van khdng thaydoi
hoan @nh aia mjt cé khoa, cho nén lac néytrong Iong cb chcd ndt sy sung s6ng
émadém, né khong bt co kich thich niéiu qua. lan nay khac in. Tuy quangtudng tr cd
ctr [Bndén cb nghé ing khdng 4 hon quangiuong tir cé khéa Iéntén cd ar, nhung céi
kh6 ngh cho c6 la céic vinh quy ngay mai.

Bai vi tir thud tim bédén gio, chra trng thiy ngudi con gal naatugc cai vinh lanh nhr
minh, va clradugc o cai quanganhay ra sao, cho nén dc cé phai loanh quanh suy
tinh: “Khdng bét choc nira minh § phai ngdi thé nao, plai ding thé nao, va phi an noi
thé nao chatlngdiéu b mot ba tén §2” Hoi mai, cd \in khéng tim thy cau té [oi.
Tréng canh ngoatiém chot diém ba téng mwn baodé co bét cai giv 1enduong sip dén
noi roi. Khéu rd ngn dén trén quang, cévxo dau ra chii. Mai toc ny lan 1& di ré lai,
ma khi ngé vao tronguyng, duong ngoi trén tranan chradugc ngay. Caiuvong kin
khoan, mun sra thém cho n6 #h chinh, ngoai #p vira i hdi tréng tan trd. G bao
ngoai hrgc vao, guc cd sang phong bén kia cuiirgoom tam.

Theo bi me chong, ¢6 i bo guong, b lugc di ra. Sau khidiém tam king mbt dia xo6i va
hai bat che, caal sang phong bén nayoRau, tém tu, giv goi thubc 14 quin vai chic
diéu, i cd Xép ca vao cai trap trona son, va thém vadd it canh hoadng, hoa hé.

Nha drgi, lang xéman ubng da xong. Ai iy tap nap di 1y can &, can qut va timdon
vong. Tbng ngrc khiay lai cangdap manh, ¢d Wi md ruong lay hét miy bo quan 4o
mai ra thay. Qén cing nhr 4o, cac caiéu vira nhr in, chi tiéc d6i giay van hai khi cht,
lam cho hai ban chan @u thira mdt ngdn chan (.

Ngoai mp, chiéng, #ng xen nhau théi thGethmét hoi thir nhit, cd dng, & bada cho
goi ¢d radiing chy sin trén tem. Bon chiéc vdngdao,don cong, mui lugn cing da chrc
& dudi san.Doi cho dit hdi chiéng tbng thr hai, thi ba cléic vong éing ha thip xudng,
co va é 6ng, & ba mdi nguoi budc 18n mdt véng. Chiéng ting diém thém ndt hdi va ba
tiéng nira, rc thi bbn d6i dén bng din duong cho ibn chiéc vong fr tir tien ra ngoai
cdng.
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Cai vong b khong ra trdc 16i dén vong © dng, bi dén vong © ba, bi dén vong @a cd
nghe. Cwi cung thi lpn trai lang khiéng vacocquat tan bng.

Ra khdi cong nha, chiéng éng lai im, long Vn cup oy van cudn, ca dam &n lan tién
trong béng céy &m #im. Néu khéng c6 ing noi chugn ram ram va miy ngon dén le 16i,
c6 khi nhéu ngroi s ngo | todn K binh kéodi danh dp ch nao. Bi dau dia pHin, xa
tréng trrdc miat, thiy cé bong ngoi 16 nho trongdam anhva vang vang. Ai fiy déu biét
ngay &ng: d6 1a nhirng ngroi hang 6ng ding di du vao céc rudc ay.

May nguoi dan anh trong dén dan phu handhg cung kinh vai chao had ¥a ba nghe.
Hai toan ngoi ndy lién nhap vao lam mt, rdi cung thing duong téy di. Lan nay ladn
dau tién trai lang \n khoaduoc lam nhiing ké ddng hrong Wi quan nghé, cho néndin
ngudi déu nkan thhy minh vinh dr hon hét nhirng ngroi cac lang khéac trongng. Ho tu
coi ho 1a chi, con nhing ngroi kia 1& nHing k& phuc dich. Twi gan sang. Tréduong di
da rd béng ngoi. Trong pn dan lang ¥n Khoa, ngt 6ng vac ¢ ngainh lai nhin ki hang
tong, Bi Mim cxdi va noéi Wi ngudi bén anh:

— Thio nao ngdi ta vin hio: “Churado 6ng nghata de hangang”. Coi vay!... dd den
ong nghé ting c6 song thit. Ca tong déu phai di ruéc!

bén 6ng vacéng rdi | oi:

— Ay la bay gb d¢& giam hon xua nhéu lim... HOm qua, tdi thy cac @ noi rAing: ngay
xua, trongdodi nha Lé nha fc gidd, mbi khi cd mdt dng nghé rdi dd, hang éng, hang
huyén, déu phii dem @ dem qut dén tin Ké Chy madén. Nheng tr nim Gia Long
nguyén nién mai, Ké Chy doi vao Thuin Hoéa, ngoi Bic 16i d6 xa qué, cac quam's
lam pheén dan, cho nén éMit ruge tir tinh nha t& vé ma thoi.

R4i 6ng VAc tan noi xen:

— Phii rdi. Toi ciing nghe néi thét xwa 6ng nghé oafim. HE madd 1én ot cai thi & Bi
nhitng ruyng dat trong Hng mwn cim chb nao ding dugc. Ching nhirng ¢im dau dan
chiu ddy, ma hi condugc hang hugn 1am éng, hangdng 1am nha choira, tté méi
suong ch!

Va 6ng ém o vt lai:

— CO tlé that ddy. Thang teéc, khiduoc tin mrng & kinh dd bao &, ¢d nghé cé chogg
t6i vao cn nha ¢a, san won. Gan trua, cac 8u hoc trd \é hét, ¢ dng ko téi [én tem
nha kyc hau nuéc. Licay, toi thay ¢d néi voi cu truong hy thé nay: “Lang K.QD. ¢ canh
duong x, chd gan songddng, tixéc kia ladat lang Van. \é sau c6 6ng ¢binh — ) co
néi tén nheng tdi quén rit — c6 6ng b Pinh ¢ K.Q.P. thi dd tién &, méi cam khudat ay
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lam dinh. Ri thi nhiing ke t6i t¢ ciing theadén mag. Dan dan thanh ra @t cai lang.
Xem the thi biet cai chugn “hang hugn lam éng, hangdng lam nha” ma trong plong
ngonda nadi la chugn co thit...

Ca tui chép méng ra y téc ré:

— Hoai @a! Néu nhr 18 4y condén ngay nay, cé&lchting minh éng duoc di theo quan
nghedé lap thém lang ¥in khoa tia.

Cau chugn duong con tép tuc bénduong chyt c6 day quan ban qua. Theo ¢6 6ngo
tréndua xuwbng, hangdng déu dugc ding ki tam ngH. Budc chan rali tir diu canh ba
dén gio, bon phu hangdng chrng d4 thy déi. Ho kéod vao kHip cac quan, &cé tién an
quain banh, k khéng tén thi gi> com nim ra clim véi mudi ving.

Lac &y miat troi d& 1éndo hai con sao, tréduong, ngoai khacki cho, loang thoang c6
vai bon di xem. Bon phu hangdng ndi nguoi vira kip udng mdt hép nuedc, hat nt diéu
thuoc thida dugc 1énh air bo. Chuyén nay la rot tré di, chra cin phai gitr nghi . Nguoi
di van quang tra quang mau,ccquat tan, bng Van nghiéng ng, ng nghiéng, cai abng
dau |1én, cai chudau xudng. Vao khang nra bui thi téi cira tinh. Hang ph 16 nhb kéo
nhau ra xem. Ngayutc nhirng 0ng nghé @1, sau khis kinh, finh a bién vé thang tinh
nhadeé vao E quan éngddc déu phii ra ludn nha w, rdi thi hang éng dén dé rudc \é.

Nhung quan Gng dbc bay gb la bic hiéu hoc, thiy dng tan khoa Bn Bang Long té
tudi, linh loi, ngai cang yéu ém, nén néi pha cach mauu dngay & lai trong dinh vata
phi trat \& huyén, src cac dan xa pivao trong dinhidc by madon.

Theo Enha ay, vong, bng, & quat, cr viéc nghénh ngangdn vao @a thanhbén mng
dinh quan@ng dbc, & 6ng, & ba va cd nghé xing véngdi bo. Giira miy tiéng tdng
béo At hing ding aia on linh canh trén choi, & nguoi doi tuan lat dat ¢ trong chay ra.
C6 6ng, & ba va cd nghé&s ki khan 4o cho tht t& chinh dé theo Hin di vao trong dinh.

Lang Hng xam hi tirng Hp ngdi 18 ngdi la & cac bai 6 ngoai dinh, k an trau, ngroi hat
thudc vat. C quat vdng bng, dra ¢ béndudng nghn ngang. Na giv sau, gira ltiic dan
phudang vay quanh &hh nréc ché troi va chiéc diéu cay, thinh linh dy 6ng b6 laatéu
quay vao phiai@ dinh, ai Ay cong lrng vai mdt vai arc ky trinh trong.

Quan nghétadi véi cd dng tr trong dinh ra. & bon hang éng m rip dtng 1én, ai vao
cong vic aia ngrdi 4y. Bén chiéc ddn vdng glich dau ven trong ding nhr sb nhidu oy
quat, tan, bng déu dugc nhc ra ndt cach i vang. Cac vongéu ché theo kéu bat éng,
mdi cai phai tdm ngroi khiéng. Wi chiéc non du doi dau va bd 4o xanhep do, phi tim
ban kién mauto, tit ca ba mroi hai ngroi phu cdng nht té dd tay vao cadau dondé ha
cho miy chiéc vdng thp gin mat dat. Gidng nhing dng nghé dng gy ma hang &m
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dén ram thang tam, ngpi ta Van thiy ¢ ¢ trong tiing quan nghdi angden, mang xiém
xanh, An 4o thung lam vadoi mii canh chan 16ng lanh niing bdng hoadx. Sau khi ¥
tan khoaiy da k& vé budc chan 1én vdng va vgchdng tay vao chiic gdi xép dat ¢ dau
vdng, @ 6ng, & ba, &n lugt tréo vao véng minh.

Sau 6t dén lugt cd nghé. \8i hai gd méato birng nhr mudn biéu 16 mot cai tdm tang nra
mung nia then, ¢d nay nhin &m b diéu 1én véng aa ctong va @a cha chng, e
chdng. Roi sé § xéch cao habng quiin linh va rén rénit cai goét @a chéc van hai, co
ghé n@i vao clid mép véngié co hai chan Ién vdng. & chuc ngroi nhit t& nang céac
don vong |én vai va@ang im kng chy nghe héu Iénh.

Pam w6 lGcdy bat dau sip thanh hang rig Pau quan 1a 14 & do cé théu Bn chir “nhat
giap tén 9”. Rdi dén bdn chiéc long vang nghiéndau vao nhau che choay chir “an tir
vinh quy” dé giira im bién son son chung quanh céd riém nhiéu do. Roi dén mjt chiéc
trong danhdu dusi caydon @ bac doc trén vai hai ngoi dan phu. K d6, ong thi higu
trbng ludn ludn é vé oai W bang b mi te 4o €, cai dui tbng chénh céx:h guc dau vao
nguc vadoi hiaden xung xinh ddi hai ong quin mau “dam”. Tép @6, bdn ciu bé con
duang ra Bn gécdé chiém lay mot khudat vudng vin nhr hinh ban &. Ca bbn, ai ding
nhu ndy, 40do, dai lung xanh, xagp mau xanh, tay trai 6Img vao anh sron, tay phai
vac |4 & phit khuén ki vira bing vudng $m. Rbi d¢én éng ém tréng khiu. Rdi dén
vong @ia quan nghebi kemo hai bén vong, hai ngi ruéc doi long xanh chép 4,
hitng hy givong ¢ canh mui vong. Va thém vado, bén nay it nguoi vac chéc quat

16ng, bén kia, it 6ng E mé cip céi trap sn den va xach it chiéc diéu dng xe tric.

Sau v8ng, pip phoi nam 14 @y vudng,di ci ndm sic xanh,do, vang, ting va timBbung
dung nhr nim cai clim ¢ mat “ngll” cua con tho 10, am 6ng vac & di giay tau, nic ao
nhiéu dleu doi mi dudi én, vatéu khum tron hai ta;ie git Iay cay can & cam trén

chiéc i gd deod trude bung. Rdi dén 6ng é@m kiéng dong. Rbi dén vdng @a ba nghé.

Bang &im 4o La mau bngdiéu va vong klin nhu mau canh chvan kiéu vanh day, hai
ngudi con gai ron réwdi hau canh véngdé vac cay qat |4 va va heng cai qa son son.
Ciing nhr vdng @a quan nghé, vdngia ba nghéing dugc h vé bang déi long xanh,
chi kém cé cai chépde.

Ro6i dén vbng @a & 6ng. Ri dén véng Ga & ba. Ri dén miy 6ng b6 1d0 khim nim
trong nhirng tim 4o thung mau lam. Bi dén céc thir kén téng dan séo. Bi ¢&én mot day
chirng bdn, rim chyc 14 @y sip theo hang t, cai ny cach cai kiai¢ vai ba thrsc. Cubi
cung thi la hai ngoi khiéng chiéng. Ong ehhiéu chiéng phc sic vadiéu by khong
khac 6ng ch hiéu tréng, ding &o &, ciing i té, ciing d6i hiaden, va chéc dii dra ludn
lubn muags cira tay ao thng.
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Vi chiéc loadong vac vai, ly tirong Van Khoa va nhéu chrc dich hangéng tung #ing
chay tir dau no dén dau kia,de lam cho kit phan ar nhitng ngroi dep dam.

Sau ba bi trong cai giéng nhaudi nhitng tiéng chiéng bu bu,&p dén mot hoi trong
khau di doi voi héi kiéng dong dam mée luc tuc theo corduong di di ra, dan sao ken
nhi ndi 1én inhoi. Ra khoi céng thanhid vai chuc bude, dng chi hiéu tréng thinh linh
thic ba tng tbng dip nhaudé ra héu cho &t moi ngudi déu phii dirng lai. Roi thi mot
tay chbng thing vao son, ngroi gitr hiéu 1énh aiadam réc dé khoan thai lui xng
nam buéc. Va dang hai chan theo hinhictbat”, dngay maa chéc dui tiong tién Ién
nam budc dé nén ludn vao nat trong miy tiéng tung tung. Ot hoi tung tung it nhat,
bdn ciu bé con &m bin 14 @y phit ddng thyi quay minhdanh thét va cung éla mit vao
nhau. Sau i tung ting thk hai, G bay nhiéu @u nhit t& maa tit |4 & trong taydé chay
cho Fét chiéu ngang @a mit duong céi, ngoi & bén & xéng sang phiaitu, ngroi & bén
hitu x6ng sang phia.tLudn ki ting tung thk ba, cac du lai déu quay tron ngn oy va
ram rap lui vé chd cii. Bén hoi ting tang tli tu, o lai mda Bn ciu lai cung hréc vao
gittadudng. RO ai My déu clidau xudng dé phat 14 ay qua nit va hr mot tiéng thit dai.
Thé roi, mdi mot tiéng tung la mt cai phit cd, va ndi cai phit co lai mot tiéng “ha”. Vira
da bbn luot “ting h”, dng tha hiéu trdng ddng dc diém thea dui téng dé ra knh cho
cac @u d6 Ui lai chd dung lGc ndy va quay #inhin lén tién quan.

Chiéng tbng ki thung thing danh trng tiéng mbt, ddm wrée lai 1an 1an tién 18n.Di hét
conduong trong tnh, mit troi vira 18ndén thing dinh dau. Ci mot khu wee méng ménh
cia kau troi déu bi nhuym thanh mau vang chéi. Ngi di trénduong ludn ludn ngi thay
mui khét. @ vudng, & chéo, 8t thay rdi ruoi nhu 1 4p mb. Dan phu hanging ai riy
sic mat d6 gay, nd hoi thhm ra ngoai 4o. Gngda kho cliu voi sy ndng nec, may NQuoi
di ¢au sé § giuc nhau xéc rao cho chong‘len nha. Nieng ong thi hi¢u trong & mudn
kéo cho cong ¥c cia minh thém dai, ée chbc lai tién ngi bo, thodi ngi bo, dang canh
tay muda dui, nhay éng, dé dién mot tran “tang ht”, 1am cho @ ddmdéu phai dung lai.
Troi ¢t nang, chiéng ng ar ting tlng, bu bu.dan sao kén ritca thi nhau xéng chim
|én bHng. Thién k di xemddng nhr nugc chay. Non sn chen i non 14, ¥m éo hp 16
trongdam &o the. Ngoi ta dit nhau. Ngoi ta co nhau. Ngoi ta du nhauday nhau.
Nguoi ta 16i bi b&m drdi ruong lba chiém va leo tét vot trén cac calal) canh go. Than
duong chit hep khéngdu chd chira. Bang dau ding nhr ding cwi, chen chic niing
ngudi 1a nguoi. Co quat vong bng déu phai Un lai nhu mot toan quan bham. Ly teong
Vin khoa hung tihg k€ loa vao méng: “Bé hai bén hang® Dep radé quan én tr..ay!”

Tiéng “tray” nhu bi dinhé miéng loa. NG6da xain lai nhu vanh tréndc va kéo dai ra nh
mét soi thing. Dit loa “ngody” trondo ndm sau vong, an chra tuén chati hét du hudng
cua nd. NHeng ngroi ding cin déu phai choi tai. G mot goc toi nhu bi xé tac. Hang
Xt van daudimg day, hinh nhr khong ai nhtic nhich. Ong Iyi@ lang quan nghéilphai
tron mit phung mangtA “bé hang x” lan nira. Ging Van thé. Puongdi ca bi ngan can
nhu thuong. May dng tdin phu IEn xin tay 4o chy sut hai bén dc duong, va én roi
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may trong tay, b vut tdi bui mét lugt. Pamdong trc thi cbn dip nhr mot [6p séng.
Ngudi no x0 ngroi kia, 6 cudp Iay duong ma chy. Ba gia, té con ngaao nga ngad
cac kb ruong. Mt troi chénh cldch tay. Puong e da hHét chirng hal pln ba. Vom ti
thinh thaing diém cé bong ram. Anhamg din dan ém du. Tiép d6, mpt tran gié rom tir
dudi ddng chi@m nh nhangdua 1én. G ddmdéu tinh ngroi ra. Nhitng con ng phrong
trong cac & quat hét thay 1ong bng mia nhy nhe mudn theo téng dan séo cling bay tit
|én may xanh.

— O kia 6ng nghe!
— O kia ba nghé!

Tleng reo git giong thinh linh Bt [én gira hoi chiéng tbng vang tng. TEm nghin con
mét d6 don vaodam bng xanhdi trugc. My bicc manh manh canh séa qLﬁn |én sat
mui véng ltc ndo. Thiénahduoc dip xem nit ca nha quan nghé. iknoi dén o éng, &
ba. Ngroi ta chim chd nhin vao ¢d nghé ghinhit.

Trusc s chi tro cua hang %, c6 nghe gnrav ek swong sung, tuy trongumg coda
cam thay vinh dr cyc diém. Luén [udn c6 pdi nhai téu phdng phinh, vigsdé cai m)m
khong & hoa ra ngorl vO duyén. Va, ludn ludn co phcam guong Ién soi, vig cot trau
chay ra ngoai mep C6 ltc mn 16 ra b chin chin, ¢6 gi vo ngim nhitng canh hng con
budm trong chéc quat tau. Ri co lac mén, 1am ra ngoi nhanh nkéu, ¢6 hi dua mit
nhin ngrgc nhin xuéi, nhintt con co bay trénrg ti, nhindén con trauin o ¢ dudi

b 10a. Hai @i ngdi xép té hedd moi, nhiéu lic da thly chwt bo. Nheng ¢d khéng dam
dudi ra, e &ing dwi dai hai chan, khdng ghbo diéu cia ngroi sang tong.

Céi bung dréi nhin dai 1au quéa n@a phat &c anh ach. My lan co toan bo phu h véng
dé minhdi dai nheng B ¢d déu phai théi. Boi vi ¢d khdng bit rang ba nghé theo 6hg
vinh quy c6 th xuéng véngdi dai dugc khdng. Va codi con sy rang trongdam ngroi
xemdoéng nglit thé nay, thidi vaodau. Khéng & viéc ay ciing bit hang éng cp cho...

Bong > chicu. Nang nhat dan. Trénduong dé thiy hoi mat. Ngroi di xem ki cangdong
thém.boan vdng ¢ng aia hai \¢ chong 6ng nghe wa qua nit quang ngaw, thi¢ canh
duong bong c6 téng kéu tru tréo:

— Chi lam sao th? CH Ngoc! Chi lam sao th. Chi Ngoc! Oi troi oi! Oi cac 6ng, cac ba
oi! Curu chi t6i vai! Chi téi lam sao th nay!

Tiéng kéu ép bach phét ra & cach thinh [inh, [am cho chiéngnig dan saot nhién im
bat, cd nguoi di rudc 1an nguoi di xem tr nhiéndang li. Mot nguoi con géi tac hai
muoi tudi dwong rim sdng sot trén bai 6 cia conduong ngangdau toc fi ruoi, hai
mat nhim nghén, bot mépdan ra téng x6a. Va mt nguoi nira, ding con gai, tai chirng
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muoi 1am, meoi sau to vé, duong 6m Ay dau ngroi nay vra lay wra kéu. Ri ¢ canh dé,
d6i thung 16 vadoi tay mii long clong lan xuong & duong.

Nhirng ngroi ¢ gan cubng quit xamai cap aru, k& ring nang cay day, nguol bao ar dé
c64y nam yen Miy ba 140 gia vam veom nhaudai ra Iong ban taydly nudc xoa vao
mat vado vao méng co gai phi cam. C6 gai phi cam van bit tinh nhan s. Tleng i
chi va téng kéu &u aia ngroi em gai ndi lic mot thém lwng cwbng, hinh nix dau ludi
da b liu lai. Luc 4y cd nghé va&oéng, & ba tuy cé éng véng nhin ra, ning ai iy déu
gitr bo mat than nhién.

Riéng c6 quan nghé xemualy ding thiy cam dong, ngai @i ly truéng Van Khoadén
canh ma Ibi:

— CO phii ¢d Ngoc van ban giy bito Chy Kim Bang khéng?

Ly truéng I phép:

— Bam phai.

Quan nghe dhtay ra o cayda anh duong ma lao:

— Thay chay dén bao may mu dan ba lam phuc ctingre cdéy vao ctd mat kia! Ai ki dé
cho ngroi ta nam ploi dudi nang nhr vay? Toi nghiep! Trong ki thuc. Chiéngdi khua.

ban saodi dua nhau réoat. bam wréc lan lan tien ve duong lang \an Khoa. Contuong

da duoc ¢ lang trau chét tr sdng hdm qua W& rim chy quan nghé 6t dém va not
ngay toi.
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L éu chdng (1939) — Cirong 3

Deém qua, i 1ai nuc hon miy dém tée, Van Hic khdng t ngdi yén xem séach. §
mét chiéc gbi va mdt chiéc chiéu, changing aing d6i chd khip ¢ khu wre trong nhaté
tim mot noi mat me nhung trong Au nung AU cia tdi thang m, dau ding nhr dau,
ngon cay, n@n i déu dirng chim chim, khdngdau co6 not ti gio. T thém ra san,it san
ra wron, roi tir vuon ra ki ao, ndi chd chang chtrai chleu nam duoc giay lat, 1en thiy
hoi ndng nhr tir gdm chiéu bdc 1én, ki phai cudn chiéu cip ghi chay di noi khac, y nhr
mot ngudi hda dhi.

Mai dén “ga gy tit hai”, troi méi hoi diu, ngoai san, ngoaisn, hoi swong Ha ra mu
mU chang bén vao bog hyc, ngi lung trén nat chiéc ghé ngwa, thiu thiu nBm mit. Méi
chop di dugc mot ltc, thi mdt tiéng ket cradad 1am cho chang it day. Troi vira sang r6.
M4y con chim 8 riu rit k&u trén gian hoa. Canticms to, mbt cau hoc trd va chéc nén
son Upd sau tng theo chan #ng nk khép nép béc dén truge an thr, vai mot vai, oi
dat mot chiéc phong bi 18n an:

— Thua béc, thy con sai con trinh bac caiuth

Cau 4y lui ra, khoanhiiing tra vao @a. Sau rt cai ngap tt dai, chang &n oai ngoi
day bang mot diéu meét nhoc. Roi chang @m lay phong tlr va my radoc:

“Trinh trwéc van ky anhDao Van Hic.

D¢ nay chic anhdé hét thi gio vao vic quyét doat thii khoa, cho nén sao lang tinh bé
ban. Hon mgt thang nay, khonguoc gip anh, @ kiéu da myvc, ban ¢ da bi cat by ph
day. T6i \vin khao khat ton nhan, atuc ning an khao khat tin mya rao. Nay nhan
ddy sm, ra thim won hoa thiy mpt gio lan uch ngc mvi no, sr khao khauy lai cang
bon chon. Vi@y xin anh hay phi gt chat quang amgt i gét ngoc den tdp ku tranh, ta
cung xem hoa nghe chim hdé,tiéu ngay dai ¢a mua he.

Toi dwong quét bi ‘hoa trang’ doi anh, mong éng anhdén ngay cho.

Hoa sendirong v, kinh chdc n an. Con nhiu chuyn khac,dé ltc gip nhau 8 noi.
Sao T ¢ ngbi Quy Diu, tredc 6t Ha chi nim ngay (*)

Pé Nguyen Khic Mdn

Bai the.”
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DPoc xong, changé manh thr xuéng an nim ardi va nhin vao rit ciu hoc tro kia:

— Chéu ¢ thua Wi thay rang: bac Ko cho ngoi mua trou va lamdd chén ngayti. Bac
s& sang bay gi.

Da mot tiéng rat I8 phép, Gu hoc trody lai vai Van Hac mbt vai oi ra. Van Hc ding
day ra san, changma mudc e rda mat vira lam bam ngh tham: “Hom nay anh chang
tu nhién cao fing tke nay, clic cé viéc gi quan B. Ta phii sang ngay & han mong
doi”.

R6i chang ting thiing t vao bwng e sim sra khin 0. Thing nto léch kéch dé 1én an
thu bo khay chén vam nude soi;dit trén minh ¢d ¢6 chudi nkr cai bédung voi aia thy
né. Chang wa pha méc vira lam bam doan thr cau chugn chbc nira Khic Man s noi
v6i minh. Nhing ma khong sadoanduoc. La vi fr trude dén gio, ¢ gitra hai ngroi
khong c6 véc gi c6 t ding lam manh fi cho sr suy nghi. Usng tanim nuede, chang
lién cip non ra 6ng.

Ngoaidong, ngrdi lam dadong. Trén céac ng nroc duc, lom chom nhitng madat cay,
trAu bodang go trng tdm kéo ba theo hgu Iénh hung dng aia tieng “vat diét”.

Mt troi [8n khoi ngon tre, chang i dén lang Binh Khé, ahday hoc aia Nguyén Khic
Man, céi lang chcach cb & cia changtdo mot théi duong. Lép hoc bwi sang clra
xong, trong nha Kit Man tiéng & a dn conami. Chang wa brdc vao khbi cong, Khic
Man lat dat deng diy dén chao Bng dangtiéu von vadon da.

Nhirng tleng € a trong nhartnhién im [&t. Mot |t hoc tro 6 Nhd ding diy véi nhitng
khém Fbng mao ngt ngréu tréndau. Rdi cau nao du niy chip tay vai nie b6 cui:

— Lay baca!
— Lay béca!

Gan hai chic tiéng “lay bac” lao xao theo nhau thantptaay dai, khén cho Van Hc lia
lia it dau khéng kp. Chang phi xua tay ngn lai:

— C&c éu or ngdi yén ma hc.

Ca bon hoc trd ln luot ngdi xudng. Roi thi nhitng tiéng @ adi thi nhau i 1én. Khic
Man vui v& moi Van Hac ngbi vao b phan chinh gita, cai pain cao nlit cac pfan trong
nha. TRy s sang n nap gio, rét mbt chén mac ché m dwadén treée mit Van Hac.
MUi hoa s6i theo 1an khoiugc bay 1én ngt ngao. Kkic Man vira ardi tam tim vira hoi:
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—Pém qua huynh én@a di hat nha tro, thma khéng i tiéu dé di vai?

Véi Khac Man, Van Hc tuy kémdén hai chuc tusi nhung VAn dugce nhan la an vong
nién, cho nén 6i lUc noi chu;en hét sirc su‘)ng sa, khongan phai gitt y to. Hai ngroi
van theong gi nhau 1a anh, cé kkién may tao @ta. Lin nay tr nhién thy Khic Man
ton minh la huynh ong, Vanad khong ki ngac nhién, song changieg ar lam lo va
van tra 161 nhu [6i moi ngay:

— Ai bao anh tl8?

Khic Man ra & dic y:

— Néu khdngdi héat, 1am sao huynh 6ng tngén bach nhit chwa diy?

Van Hac ching khéng clu noi céi I6i kiéu cach @a an, chang kn néi nra thit nira
bon:

— Néu anh khéng #t hai téng huynh 6ng vaamlmam thdi caa anh, thi tbidueng diy 1ap
tac, khéng thém noidéi anh ndt cau nao ta.

Khac Min bén @i khi khi:

— Thé thi d@m qua ankdi hat wi nhitng thing nao, phi thi Hi ngaydi da!

Van Hac udng an chén méce 16i dap:

— Ching di hat i thang nao &. Vi ltic chip ti nuc qua, méidi gan sang mi ngu, cho
nén dy trua. Anh ko duong ldc tdi nang nhr nung tke nay, ai caiong cai ma chuidau
vao nha tro?

Khic Man van cudi gion gia:

— Té ra anh bngd oan. Tk ma tr ndydén gio, téi ar oan anhdi choi khdng i anh em.
Mot ciau hoc trd cip sachiung |én \6i ddi 6ng mii thap tho bo xéng @n mleng song
songdo nhau nix d6i nga voi. Khép néps lung vao im canh @a, du ay ndi king
tiéng mii:

— Thua thay xin doc!

Khiac Man s givong doi mat:
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— Haydi hi miii di d&! C6 mot bai hyc, doc di doc lai may lan khong ton. Ngay mai con
ma the nira, thi may cbt don!

Hinh nhr so rang hrdce di chd khéc, ny chir trong lung € bi roi mat, cau ay lién gio tay
ao quét ngang$ miii, cho “ngodi nii” nguéch sang rdt bén, bi ct giong é a:

“Hén mang chi s,

Vi phan thiéniia.

Ban @ thi xuat.

Thuy phan am gong...”

vira dit hai tieng “am drong”, cau ay sung s6ng nhr dé trdtdwoc ganh ang trén vai,
lien ket mot cau gn tach:

— Thua thay xin hét.

ROi cau 4y nhanh nhu lui ra, nhrdng im cénh @a cho nt cau khac tra hbng mao vao.
Sau khida cheu I¢ xin phép thy do, cau naydang hing ba téng dé dwa o cubng hong ra
mot cau ngc ngr:

“Thién t trong hién hao,
Van cheong giao nlitao.”

Nhai mai hai cfr “nhi tao” &én bdn, nim luot, ciu bédang throng Van khdng nghira
duoc cau tép theo. Trréc cai cau may# doi cua thay do; ciu dé nhr da Hét ca hon via,
sic mat ty nhién taidi va ar duang im, khong th doc nbt va ding khong damya quy,
ching khac mt pho trong g‘) Van Hac c6 y throng hai con te, mun cho @u ta thoéat
duoc ngon roi thi oai dia Khic Man, chang @i nhic:

—Dboc lubndi cha! “V an ban...!".

Gidng nhr conéch dép duoc céi hoa maop, ciu dé6 ming i dép lay hai téng “van ban”
va tiép:

“Van ban giii ha phdm
Duy hzu doc the cad'.

Va ding thém vaai6 bon tieng “thua thay xin het”, cau bédang throng vui « di den chd
ngoi caa minh.
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Van Hac lam bam ngh tham: “Khdng hiu vi sao ngi ta lai cir bt toi tré con phai hoc
nhiing sach quai@? Nhingdiradé tam, chin tai, méi v longdugc vai on thang, c6
biet doi “hon mang” la cai gi, “hién hao” la ngrdi nhu the nao, iy ma ching note
phai hoc cho thc long, thit |a mt s kho cho con té”.

Méi day tr tuong aia chang coduong Van vo, chot thidy Khic Man quat &n:

—Van chradta naodi mai son a?

Mot cau hoc trd E phép tén dén bén anh an thr, dé bung Iay chiéc nghién son vdem ra
san. Ri vuc ludndia son vaaam béoim trong cai B can trdng cay si con,au d6 mac
|y chirng hrng dia nrgc va lién ngdi thup xudng san. Ngon chan céi bénaphié vao
miéng dia phia trong va ngon tay cai bén trat iy miéng dia phia ngoai,au bé ngoan
ngodn mim méi, @m hon son xoay tit trong long trdita. Beo im bi nghén nat bén.
Nudc trongdia hda ra rét chat do do vadic nhr keo. Guu ay 18 phép lrng vao trong nha
roi dat Ién mat an thr.

Ca It hoc trd md sach chng 1am ndt chong giao cho it cau dé Ién anh caiéng bat
trén an. Kiic Man mo ta lay ra not pho sach trao cho VamkElva naoi:

— B s&ch nay quya, t6i msi muon dugc cia mbt chii khach. Anh cadi. B toi chim
sach cho chung n®b. Roi sau ta & néi chuyén.

Van Hac woi d6n ip sach vashé my dé coi nhirng chir in & mép céacd. Tuong la gi, té
ra ko truyén “Binh yn [anh y¥n”.

Changdat ca tap xubng chiu va nhin ra bn hoc tro:

— Cau nao co sach td tdem vaoday dé ta viét cho ma té.

Khic Man ngac nhién:

— Sao anh khéndoc? “Tir tai tr” day ma! Haydm anha!

Van lac mim ouoi:

— T6ida coi tr nam l1én mudi tudi roi. N6 ding xoang xoangay thoi!
Khic Man ra y k&n I&n:

— THé thi anh vét giGp tdi miy cai phong gy.
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Rdi thiy ngainh mit vao pn hoc trod tong tong:

— Phéng aa chiing bay Iém nhéna eoi, phii khdng?Pem giy dem bitdé bac vét cho
moi dira bt cai.

May cau thi nhau “vang”. Réi ho chon bat, mai nxc, thdo sachiy gidy dua lén tirdc

mat Van Hac. Lién dé, hpc trd chia 1am hai toan. 8 toan vay quanh anhnhom thy
chdm séach. Mt toan rita vin vai nhauting & dau phan dé xem éng khéach 6t phoéng.

Chdng séach trén an &ém xong, phéngiea Van Hic aing viét duoc nim, sau cai. Khc

Man cim lay tap phéng bay ra #t chiéu, ngim di ngam lai tirng ©, va khen tamét:

— Chir anh 6t that, nét sic nhr cit va troi nhu hoa.
R6i thay lai tiép:

— Vin hay clii tot nhr anh, tit ma thi ¢ hong méi, c6& chi tai cai ©i lao qua. Nu anh
chiradugc cai lao, toi chc la € do ngay.

Van Hac ch cudi ngiat nghso, khong ta 16i. Khac Man xép tip phdng &i, phan phat cho
|t hoc tro va guc:

—bem sach ra mag di!

Tuc thi ¢ d&m hyc tro ndi nguoi vac nt cusn sach nbin nhéo chy quanh ciing nha:
cau nay tra vap anh &t, ciu kia ghé |én #ic ara, Nt vé@ ciu nira quy goi xuong dat dé
ngoi chau lén &m phan caa thay. Mot sap € a theo nhauwnlén. Trong nhan ao nhr
dam cfan le. Nhitng cau “thra thay chix gi”, ludn luén thic vaodltai Khac Man, khien
thay cr phai quay bén o, ngainh bén kia, rai miéng tra 16i khong Kp. Nhieu luc Van
Hac phii bao gilp. Teng hpc dan dan e oai. Day phin bén anh xen vao ry tiengam
6e. Mot cau hoc tro wi bo mit bo ntech bo nhac &n dén trudc an thr:

— Thua thiy anh THin chen con!

Khic Man chi tay va quat:

— Thing Than raday! Ra ngaytay!

Cau hoc tr() nra §uyt soaftang diy di dén canh &n thr va nic hai tay vao nhau wmkthay
phu thiy bat quyet:

— Thua thay anhdy béo con.
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Sén cay roi may #m chy trén an, Kiic Man khong kp phan x, phat luon mbi cau may
roi. Céi roi nhr ciing thich ra oai i |4 tré con, ndi 1an duoc giang 4] vaodau vao 6 hai
ké bi toi, N6 lai kéu ot tiéng danh “vat”. Hai &u bé con so vaiut ¢, van nhr té sao,
vé mat khéng con & méau. Kic Man him hé tuyén an:

— Hoc khong lec. Ch chong nhau. Sao maintg aia kho dy lam \vay! Thoi cho ra
phan. Mbi dira ngbi riéng ot xo0.

Hai ciu 4y méu mao lui ra. ki mot ciu khac khép népén vao:
— Thua thiy hém qua anbht raduong chri nhaudé cho chdng no...
Khiac Méan dwong on thinh m, lién don:

— Chung no lam gi?

Cau do nut ré ra b sy hai:

— Chiing n6 chi thay a!

Van Hac phi aroi va hoi:

— Chiing né chi thay thé nao? Phi néi lai cho thiy nghe cl.
Khic Man ding ardi va ngé sang phia Vanae:

— Anhdung choi céi kiéu ay! Chi t6 hu cho té con.

Roi thay phéat éu hoc tro:

— Tur ray mbn $Hng khéngduge méach nm! Néu con mach km < duoc da mot tram
roi.

Trudc ar luom nguyt éia ching bn, ciu ay len 1ét to ra, Bi bén 18n ngdi vao cld ci.
Khac Man ra Enh cho cac &c tro:

—Ptra ndo thac bai vao ma &di!

May cau nho tuoi lau taudem sachién tredc mit thay, roi thi cac u chen nhaujay
nhau, tranh nhauektrudc. Cupc k€ ngha hit dau. Nhing tieng € av hai gian bénanh
deu phai ha xuong thanh &ng lam ram, é¢ cho iy cau bén nay & ngha chr “chi” la

chung”, chir “ky” l1a “thta”. Van Hic ding day ra santung dinh cho thim hoa énh.
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Bong riing Viradén nira them, cujc ké nghiada xong. Kkc Man IGi hididua ngn bat son
vao #ip sach t0, sach phdng va sach éaiybaidoan. Van Hc thinh linh té vao vra
cuol vua hoi:

— Gio lan lach ngyc méi né & dau? Hoaung anh quétd vao cld nao? Sao tdi khéng
thiy?

Khic Man ng ngac:
— MuUa nay lam gi c6 largy dau ra hoa maung.
— THé thi sao trong tin, anh hi dam nai 1a “tAy lan " va “quét hoaung”?

— Thi ding néi tlé chodep cau vin, cin gi phii c6 hoa, ¢6 lan Wi dugc? Tai thiy co
nhan throng throng vict nhue vay ca.

Van Hac khoi hai:

— Nhung t6i khdng thich Kiu d6. Neu anh con cbi vai ti, thi phii chira 16i van séo ba
ay di.

Hai ngroi cling pha 1énwdi. Budi hoc dén day Ia Fét. Cac @u hoc trd tip map cip sach

radi, sau khida chao khachua thiy bang nHing cai hy khéng ngénh @ tro lai.

Thing ¢ nha chi I8 mé bung mam wou dit vao ptan cia thy do, roi né I phépdi ra.
Ong chi véi bo khan ao clinh € va nHt nai irou cam tay, ht dat tu trén nha khachi
xuong. & sangdé nai mrou vao cle canh mam, éngy gai tai noi Wi Van Hac:

— Khong my khi 6ng sang afi day wi thay do toi thiy rat lam han bnh. Goi 1a c6 chén
rugu nhat moi 6ng xoi tam.

Van Hac va Khic Man moi ong ta cting ngj uéng frou véi minh. Nhrng 8ngay nhét
dinh tr choi, vi ddan com tir lUc thy caydanh trau raiong. Roi 6ng chi cao bét [én nha
trén.bé mac thay thu tiep 6ng khéach.

Luong ruyu Khic Man tuy khong theoip Van Hc, song viv vao ngdi ch, 1€ phép 1t
thay cur phii nhac chén léndi dat chén xwng, thinh thaing nkp choudt moi. Sau vai
lan chén 4c, chén thu, ning chuyn thi ar van chrongdéa thay can an. Khac Man bong
lam ra [ nghiém nghva hoi:

— Nam nay anh bao nhiéudi?
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Van Hac biét thay bat dau vaodé, nheng chang &n tra 1oi mot cach thn nhién:
— Ham hai ti rdi, anha!

Khic Man tiép theo ndt cau vin hoa:

— CAu thy 14 thim d&adinh thi vao ngoi nao hay da?

— T6i chra dam nghgi dén chuyén do.

Khic Man rét cho Van e mbt chén trou day, rdi thay vira ardi vira noi:

— Vay thi t6i kinh mirng anh.

Van Hac ng ngac:

— Murng téi cai gi? Anh hay noi cho toidbi

Khic Man ardi hoi tiép:

— Anh bét ¢d Ngyc diy cha?

— CO phii cai ¢d \an ban giy batoé chy Kim Bang dé khong?

— Phii d6.

— Toi biét 1am, cHay nam naydd mudi tam tuwdi, con 6ngdd Van Trinh cli gi?
— Phi réil Nhung anh c6 clu cday la bic tuyét sic hay khéng?

— Viing khac khong bt thé nao. Ni trong viing nay, céltoi chra thiy ai dep hon ngroi
ay. Nhung anh i tdi nhu vay dé lam gi?

— LA vi cOiy sip sra lam ngroi ganh @o cho anhdi hoc. T6i mwn biét trudc y anhddi
véi c0 ta nhr theé nao?

Van Hac wi vang xua tay:

— Anhdurng noi \iy mang téng. Hinh nlx truge kia cé tadd nhin triu cau @a anh nghé
Long day ma.

Khiac Man rét thém wou vao chén Van &t roi néi:
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— Phii. CO! Nam xua ap d6 Vin Khoada co @y moi dén hoi ¢d ay cho 6ng nghé Long.
Do 1a grong theo ¥ mén caa 6ng ta. The ra @ 6ng, @ badéu khéng thén c. Cac @
cho ng ng nhan pAn nhiéu bac ménh, réu lay cday vé lam nang dauat nhién sau
nay € khong hay cho con trai minh. Vay cac @ cir dung dng mai khong edi. Nhan
duoc mot nguoi thay sb doan Eing coiy véi bng nghe Long kit tudi, khdng hy duogc
nhau, cacemei ca quyét thoi khéngdi séu cb nay,di muon ngroi sang lbi cO Thay.
Vay thi bay gi cday véi 6ng nghé Long c6 dinh dang giandau ma anh phi kiéng?

Van Hac néi gbng nghiém trang:

—banh #ing thé. Nhung chiing minh & anh nghé Long la éhdong song, thi & cho co
ta khéng 4y anh tadi nita, chung tai@ng van phai coi nhr vo ngudi ban, khdng nén noéi
chuyen bongdua madem co6ay ra lamdau de, thi trong tlay nghe Long, riit mai s€ ra
thé nao?

Khic Man ding doi ra v dung dan:

— Toi néi thit diy. Khong phii néi dlia. Anhding trong rang réu anh dy co Ngyc < 1a
bat nghia wi dng nghe Long. Cau chéry khong nlr the dau. Gi sir anh chu ket duyén
véi ¢ ay, thi dng nghé Longaem on anh fim.

Van Hac chra kip n6i sao, Kic Man lai tiép:

— Anh c6 nghe chuyn cd Ngyc phai gio trong khi gip 6ng nghé Long vinh quy hay
khong?

Van Hac lic dau:
— Toi khong nghe bt gi .
Khic Man gt dau:

—U toi Cung doan Bng anh clra béét. Néu anh c6 Hit chuyén do, chic anh 8 thuong co
ay vo cung.

Van Hac diém mot nu cuoi:

— Anhdinh mua c&i mép 6ngdhdé kiém ché @a toi cling? Kho im. Cai gbng mbi li,
t6i chan im rdi. Chuing ta hay noi chién khac.

Khic Man noi gbong nghiém ngh
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— Toi khong thém chéia anh. Va @ing khong phi 1a ké mbi 1ai. Nhung t6i néidé anh
biet rang: cai ndi nhan duyén gia anh ¥i c6 Ngoc da ¢ nt dng t hong € se cho anh.
Du anh m@dn choi ciing khéng tk duoc.

Van Hac co6 y nra ngy nira tin:

— Ong t hong 4y la 6ng nao t? Anh thr néi cho téi nghe.

Khic Man mim audi:

— Anhda mun nghe éi u? Toi khong n6i %i. Néu anh mdn nghe d&m nay phi ngu lai
day wi toi. Bay giv ching ta ¢ vi¢c danh chéndi da. Bira nrgu hdm nay chinh la cakt
dau tién @ia téi mrng anh.

Van Hac ¢ gang lan nixa, Khic Man chi ¢dap not cau At van:

— Thay? Thiy chi con ai!
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L éu chdng (1939) — Cirong 4

Dén nay w chdng 8ngdd Van Trinh nai that khei lo. Thang trge, khi duoc tin co
Ngoc di cho vé dén gitraduong ki cam, ¢ hai 6ng batéu hét hon via. Khéng kp khoa
trap, khoai, 6ngdo vo voi ly lo thudc gié git vao trong minh, bdd thi din lang géng
hay coi nha giuim,di cling va ¢ dén cai ngat gan chy Kim Bang. By gio c6 Ngyc
dadugc dem hi bai @ dudi bong op aia mdt cayda. Sic mit vin xam mét. Chan tay
khongdong day Néu trén ngrc khong con thoi thop & thi chang khac ngoi chét roi.
Badd méu méo kéu khéc, hidm via vang rt khu dong Ongdd r& rang traod thudc
gi6 cho ¢d Bich, con gaithhai aia 6ng, va bo cd nay n¥ ganh hangdly diadung téu,
Xin it nudce tiéu mai Wi nhitng vién théc dy. Rbi hai dng ba dungryc ghé méng ¢
Ngoc d6 vao va xoa kiip ca minh miy c64y. Mit troi ta ta, c6 Ngc tinh din, nheng Van
loang chaing khéngdung diy dugc. Chy khi hét ndng, 6ngdé mai thué hai ngoi ganh
hai ganh hangé bado va cd Bich cing diu ¢d Ng vé nha.bémay va ngay hém sau,
c6 Ngpc may lan ndht di, goi mai moi tinh. Va ltc inh diy, thinh thaing ki ¢t n6i mé
ndi sing, khi thi xing la co tham, khi thivng 1a ¢ Bng, y nhr mot ngueoi ma lam. Thy
thudc ddi bén nim éng, boi toan candip, I bai ching théu dau, nh trang Vin dau
dongday. Két cuc, 6ngdd phai moi cu bang Tién KBu thim mach va lbc thube cho, céc
chieng moi lui dan.

Do nay cbay da din bing di. Tuy mit mii hdy con xanh xao, nimg tinh thin thida sing
khodi nhr thuong. T miy bira trege, ¢6 thy trong minh khdng corit bénh gi rira, da
xin di chg ban hang, éo nira nghi 1au mit khach. Nivxng ma éng, bagscod chradugc that
khoe, xdng pha gi6 may codtai bi cim lai cho nén nhit dinh bit cd ar phai ¢ ludn
trong nha, khonguogc di lai dudi anh rang Thim chi ¢c6 mén ngam i, danh sibt, dét
nét céi “cii” con dg, ong ba ang khong Bng 1ong, vi & dé ¢6 Ay nudc thidoc. Chiéu
long cha m, ¢6 Van hét sic kiéng khem. Nting phii ca ngay quanh din trong nay gian
nha nhr ti giam bng, thi ai ma khéng dn?

Nhiéu ltic ¢6 mén nhim mit ¢ nga, cho kibi nght van ngh Vvo. Song ng mai ding
chan con rit, khong tlt nao ma chip di dugc. Roi thi nhitng i tu twong Iuan quan ¢
dau no hi kéodén nhr mo bong bong, § khong ra, dt di khdngduoc. NHit & nHing
khi vira mbi thiu thiu, chyt bi con mwi vo ve bén tai phi tinh dhy, thi trong minh cout
thdy mot tran bang hoang khé,tngh mai khéng bit minhdwong rim ¢ chd nao.

C6 rat thém ngroi n6i chuyén. Nhrng duwong mua cky buia cay dy, chi em ching bn ai
c6 viéc niy, khdng aiduoc thua thi giy dé dén tro chugn voi cd. Chodén c6 Bich, ngoi
em tin &y cia cd, @ng phii mai miét di cho, tir sdngdén i, khdngduogc the nhan ny
khi. Thanh ra ban ngaying nhr bandém, ngi di thi thoi, i birng mit ra, co 4i thay
minh ndt minh vo vd. Vi th, cd ar phai muon cbn Kim Van Kiéu 1am kn giai budn.
Quyén sach nh ciing bét dm o tréu ngroi. Mdi khi cd my no ra, Bu khdngdung phii
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doan Kim Trong gip Thuy Kieu, thi ki tring vao cB Thy Kiéu cit lén sang nha Kim
Trong. Tuy &ing c6da het sirc tran tinh, nhrng ma coidén nhirng cau:

“Song tinh B da xiéu xiéu
Xem trong audm co nhéu la loi...”

Hay la:

“Téc b can win tam long
Tram nam tac nvt chir dong den xrong’.

Thi trong lung o i hoi, boi hoi, hinh nhr ¢6 Vit nong néng bc 1éns nguc va ©. Tic
thi c0 liéng quyén truyén xuong girong va ram vat tay Ién trandé dua tr tuéng den cho
mo mang xa &m.

Sang nay luc cdamg minh to day, bong chbc hai mit nhay Bi, vudt mai nd éing khong
thuan. Roi khi c6an com xong, vao boing, ki mot con nign thinh linh sa ting xuﬁng
chd trudc mat. CO toan % lay dé xem né 1a nbn vang hay nén trang nhrng con \it ay
nhanh qua codvchua kip, n6da danhdu svi to cua nd va bo 18nan xa nha rt roi.

“Diém gi ma 4 thé nay. Lanh hay &?” Cau ki quanh gén di lai ¢ trong 6¢. N6 Bt cd
phai phan van hi hop, dang nghi khéng yén.

Lat dau giwong ly cuon Truyén Kieu, cd hé my radé xemding nao latau, dang nao 1a
cudi. ROi hai ban tay cfip lai mot cach cung kinh, cdua cwn sach |énan ngang nit,
dit nghiéng “lung sach” vao ting $ng miii va khin lam ram:

“Lay vua T Hdi, lay vai Giac Duyéndy tién Thiy Kéu, tén tdi 1a Hoang ThNgoc, ¢
lang Van Trinh, thanh tam xin c&tgue...”

Vira dit tiéng qu, o lién ngrng lai va ch map may hai méi, khéng Bi la n6i nhing gi.
Dut hoi thi tham, cd m mot ngon tay cai vao §a clbn sach 6i gio ra xem. Ngon tay
cai aia co tring vao dhnay:

“B6 than ¥ véi triéu dinh,

Hang thin lo ao, phin minh radau?

Ao xiémdum e lay nhau,

Vao lwn ra cui, cong hu ma chi”

Doc di doc lai may lan, ¢d \an khéng héu nang Kéu bao minh cai gi!
— Hay la minh khéng thanh tam, cho nén céukihdéngang?
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— Thi ki bai lai qué nira xem sao?

Mot 1an nira, cbn sach bcd dua lén ngang tran va lading nhiing cong véc vira ii.
Roi €6 nhin theo ahngon tayda kam. N6 la céi gi?

“Vgi vang sim sia Ié cong

Kiéu hoa @t gi6 dusc hong rugi sao.
Bay hang 6 vii xn xao,

Song songwa toi truéng dao sanhioi.”

Mit ¢d tr nhién thy nong bing hing. RWt gan cd ¢ nhién Bn odn nhr bi lta dét.
Khong Kp suy nghy ngha aia iy caudd, c6 len lin ding xubng girdng va thy himg
huc nhr nguoi say rang Ginh trong axadam vinh quy hdm arthinh linh &i hién truéc
mat. Kia 14 & vang plp phoi trudc gi6. Kia cai kdn gd son son tip vang chaidi dudi
anh mit troi. R6i mot chang té tudi cd nghiéng chic mi hoa vang eoi nu véi ngudi bén
duong. Rbi mot ¢d con géi khéndiy gi 1am xinh,dang 8ngeo ngbi trong chéc vong
manh manh canh saodR. vo $ la thr khac rira.

Gidng nhr con chlam chubn trong ndt nhitng ngroi chuc gio, nhrng cinh trong ay cur
dinh lién véi con mit cd, xua tay né khond, nhim mit lai n6 cang réét. “S6 kiép minh
that khong ra gi... G dadén tay, ai ng lai ve ke khac...” Co khongtinh ngh nhu thé.
Nhung miy caudy né ar vo van kéodén va to di tro lai mai mai trong tri.

Mat mdi lic mot ndng thém, gan i mdi lac mdi bon adn thém, i thi cd thy xam xam
toi mat nhu l0c sip Sra phii cam do trudc.

— Emdi cho day ch a! Chi c6 mua gi hay khong?

Tiéng noi tho the thinh linh tr cira kéo vao, 1am cd énbng mit ra. Co Bich vradén
canh girong Wi bo mat nhi nkanh va tép:

— Chi lam sao ma &t do bing lén ti?

C6 nghi viing day madap:

— Khéng bét 1am saoi Itc dan com dén gio, tw nhién cl thdy ham hap nhr ngudi sap
phat $t ay ema. Em hay ra 8 mic cho chmét bat nré¢c mua.

— Ckét ndi! Chi ubng nréc mua cédoc cho khong?

— Khéngddc dau. Ch x6t rut lam, chi muon usng mbt bat nr6ec mura cho méat. Emie
muc vaoday cho ch Giau di, dirng dé thay me trong thay.
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Ngoan ngoan, cd Bichdtra. Mot lat, cdiy ron rén té vao i mot bat nrge trong nhe
nudce swhi. SE sangdon lay bat nrée cia em, cd Ngc udng ongoc modt hoi. Nudc vao
dén dau, rt gan thy matdén diy. Co Bich nhanh ritu cit ganhdi cho, dé lai cho ch
ca mot gian phongith mich va nling ludng tr twdéng van vo.

C6 toandimg diy ra sandé cho dit nhiing cai nghngoi quanh gén. Nhrng khi ém
guong Ién soi thy hai ma condo bing hing, co hi v Iay quyén Kiéu roi s nghiéng
minh xuwng guong Song c6 khéng coi, o sach @n Up trén ngc, hai ndt c6 \an I
do nhin I1én mai nha.

“Ldy chong chodang tim chong, bd cong trangiém ma lang rang den..”. NgH vay roi
cO lai tu gat di: “Sao ta &i to twong mai nli'ng chuyn cia ngroi? O hay, cornda nmoc
rang, néi ning chi nra.”

“Thai, tram durong tranh cling phii 6,  ¢6 tr nhién co, reu s khong ¢, éu cung
cha duoc, hpi dau ma..” roi o qui quyet ngoi day va ki cam grong lén soi. Ngoaiang
co tleng qy chong bc odc, ¢d Wi nhddau nhin ra. @ bang Tién Kéu duong dungdinh
budc vao trong ﬁng \Gi chiéc qdy truc va ndt cdu bé con xach cai tUég theo sau. it
dat ¢d Wi ra sandudi ché va clidau chao a bang:

— Lay baca?

Cai non dra tréndau s gat mot cai, a bang toi ta cudi hoi:

— Con N@c diy &? Mayda hing di chea chau? Thy cé ¢ nhaday cha?

Lé phép, catap:

— Tha béc, chada din dugc bang di. Thiy chau c6 nhaay a.

ROi ¢d nhanh nhu ding ra nét bén,dé giir cho con ché am khoi sia. Ongdd Van Trinh
vira ¢ trong nha bxéc ra. Hai ngé\i vai nhaudhcai arc ky long trong, 16i cungdi vao
trong tlm. Sau khita ha chiéc nén dra trao cho & hoc tro treo Ién trén vachud)ang
ma tdi lay vuong kfin mat lau qua nfing glot mo héi trén tran, éi cu ngdi lubn vao
phan, vira ém cai qut phe ply, vira cit cai gbng sang &ng:

— Nong qua, tédi d& ssm, thé ma con thy bac bdi kho chiu. Néu cham lat rira, co &
phai lan raduong...

Ongdd clng ghé vao pgim va néi ndt cach vui ¢:
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— Bé&c nhéu hon t6i nim tudi, nhung xem ¥ con rmh fon t6i. Chinh t6i bay @i di sang
bén bac, nku khida thay moi chan, plai nghi dén hai ba ch. Néu toi bang twi bac, co6
|€ £ khdngdi duoc tr dayden lang Tién Kéu.

Cu bang troi cuoi:

— U, tdi van biét bay gbv bacda nai di. Sang nay, toi toan cho agi moi bac sang obi
n6i chuyén. Nhrng s bac \an biéng di, nén tdi hi phai ¢ sang.

Cu dd voi hoi:

— Bacda co chugn gi k!

Cu bang van aroi:

— La thi khong 4. Nhung no ¢éing khéng phi la mot viéc thuong.

— Viéc gi vay?

— T6i mudn dua 6ng tham, 6ngadmg dén nha cho bac.

CO6 Ngc vira xach siéumsc 1éndén dau them. Thaing nghe cado, hai ma nhiéndo
birng. Ben [én dua siéu o cho @u bé cordi theo @ bang, va nky cau ay nhém lodun
ho, cb lien thut vao trong bang. Gi do ngay tat hoi lai cu bang:

— Ong ting nao? Ong tham nao? Bao dii o lai day?

Cu bang aroi gion khanh khéach.

— Thong th, chuyén d6 hay gacdi d6, de Iic wng trou < hay. Bay gb chiing ta ting
nudce roi thudng Nt vai van © caida.

Lo nudc d& rd. Cau tiéu dong quenéd moi ngay nkic ban & va tai quan & trén vachiit
|én trén an. @ d6 ha ban & xuong phin, viradé quan ¢ ra bay, ¥a ngam:

“K'y cuc tiéu trong ha,
Ton tru lac due xuan.”

Rdi cu lai tan:
— Hai caudy thé ma hayday. Trong llc néng uc nay ctidanh & 1a c6 tit quén s oi

burc.
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Siéu nrgc da soi, au nhd rén rén trang qua cdm da chu, b ché, ckk nudc, rot ra chén
tbng va chuyén vao hai chén codi, dé ca bo ban ché Ién an. Haiieungduli thuong céi
huong thom mét @ia chédau xuan. Cac giai khatdadi hét tuan thir ba, cac g bit dau
quay vao band C6 Ngyc van nam tha hiém trong bdng chy nghe nliing i cu bang $
noi. Srim Iang aia gian bdng va s hdi hop trong qa tim bit cé suy nghden cau a
bang mbi n6i vira 1i. “C& sao bac ing lai n6i dot ngdt nhe vay? Hay 1a bady da bigt
tam sr caa minh 6i chang! Khdng c6 & cir nhe em Bich K lai, thi hdm r, trong lGc noi
mé, ndi 4ng, minh @ng xuxng la ¢ tham, cddmg [udn ludn. Nixng d6 ching qua la
tiéng noi dia ké bi mat tri khén, clic khéng aidé y...” Thé rdi, md hoi toét ra, cou thay
minh Xau hd nhue d& lam nt diéu vo y trge ddmdodng naroi. O nha ngoai, cdc oy dén
lic xd xat téng ardi gion gid xenan vai tiéng quan & chi chaktung nhau, kHin co dit
han dugc sr ngh ngoi lan quan.

Bong néngia radén ojt gian hoa, trong king néng nix cai kim, co toaniung diy ra
vuon héng mat, cobt trongden cai qu trau, c6 ndi nhé ra tr ndydén gio, quén clra tém
trau S sang ngi day, codi Iay dao B cau pc trau, tém nﬁy chuc miéng xép vao oi,

réi dwa ciu nho dit gitp 1én clb hai a1. Bado di cho d& 6. Nhanh nhu cd radén thang
dé me vao chao ¢ bang, ©i cd xwng bép sra san d6 ruou. Theo y batd, thi cé con

phai kiéng nréc, kiéng tra vai ba ngayia chodugc that khoi. Nay vi trong nha cé
khéach, tdi ciing da tra, 8 rang mbt minh king aing, hdic gia com khach t& qua, nén ba
danhdé con gai mo vao rilng viéc [t vit.

Cudc o trén nhata két hai van,do chén @ng vra lam xong. Vi nha khéng cdﬁy tg, co
phai rén rén Ién dn ban &, roi ¢ mam rou vaodo, va ko ciu nho sang bén king hpc
an com. Sau khi g bang da gzi 6i cd x‘u)ng chao bad, hai a1 cung quay vao mam.
Cheén mou da rot ndt lan thr nhat, bado vui vé ¢ nha drsi 1€n de dap E lai l6i chao aa
ong an chi than ¥i chong. G bang cH vao chéc gk bén anh va noi:

— Moi bac hay ndi 1én day xoi nuéce, téi cd cau chudn mubn ndi Wi ca bac trai bac gai.
R6i cu nhin vao éngo:

— Con Ngc nim nay medi chin tui roi phai khdng?

Ongdd ra v ngac nhién:

— Chéau n6 réi c6 muoi tam.

Cu bang lam nham bam d6t ngon tay:

—Puoc! Muodi tdm ki con 6t hon mudi chin.
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Uéng an chén wou, a tiép:
— BAcda c6 bét Tu Hac hoc tro tdi chir?
Ongdd lic dau:

— T6i ch nghe téng anh ta, cikhéng ré im. Co phii tén hin [aPao Van Hc do
khong?

— Phii do!

— Anh ta ngoi ¢ dau ni?

— Han ¢ Quic Oai. Con trai it cong Bao Nguyénidy ma. Trong hc trd t6i, c6 lin
linh lgi hon ci. Vi tinh than i ca hai bén, t6i mon néi Wi hai bac g con chau Ngc
cho han.

Vira éim nai rou tir rét vao chéniea minh, a bang vira thém:

— Néu nhr hai b4c mdn cho con chaduoc lam c6 tham, cddng, thi ngoai fn ra, clic
khdng ¢4 ngoi nao ton. TAi noi the, khong plai qua khen hc tro aia toi. Ké ra, céi tai
tham, lang, thién la van khong théu gi, nhing pr&n nhiu ho da cao tdi hoic 1a hp
guen © chap cau g, khéng aidugc haat bat nhr han.

Ongdd ra & toi ta:

— Bay giy bac néi t6i ndi nho ra. Trong K binh vin ¢ treong bac bi dau nim ngodi, toi
da xem qua qun cua anh ta. K thi anh ta @ng la ndt taydai tai, tdi khong ché gt
dieu gi. Nhrng viéc ga ban cho chau thi toi mkng quyén ba né.

R6i 6ng quay sang bén phia @ét

— Thé nao? Y ba ra sao, thi nasivbac.

Badd ré rang:

— Cu cbng mit rdi, thua bac?

— Phai, cy Ay mat tir IGc Tu Hac con nio.

Badod ra y ngn nei:
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—Tréna COng ding la mt nha danh gng ¢ tinh boai wi nha tai thit la mondang ho
dbi. Toi chi hiém mot diéu rang chdng téi m hoi, ch dugc haidta chau gai, min g
chdng cho néy chd gan nha,dé khi me condi lai cho tén.

Cu bang néi vui nhr tét:

—Piéu do6 béac khong gin ngai. T day léndén qué fin, viradi vira &, chi hét 46 gia nra
ngay, co gi 1a xa. & bac & xa, thi toi it han phai dén guri ré. Viéc nay tr toi chi
truong tt ca. Boi thiy no 1a ndi lwong duy&n nén téi néin arép quyén caa éng & hong
xem sao!

Bado khéng cond gi tir chdi, lién chuyén cau chugn sang cho éndo.

— Néu thé thi xin tuy y thy chau. Thy chau ling long, téi éing xin vang i bac.
Ongdd khoi hai:

— Khéo fm. Toidua cho ba, b&l condua cho toi.

R6i 6ng rot ou vao chénebang va tép:

— Con t6i ¢ing nhr con bac. Tly bac ndin ga cho ai thi g. Quyén 6ng tr hong béc con
muon ardp hwng chi quyn téi. Cadieu tdi mwn bac hay thong thdé toi bao qua i
chau.

Cu bang van aroi:

— C6 nhién ding phii hoi y né chr. Nhung tdi xem chiing néimg ngoan ngoanéao,
t6i noi phac nd phii nghe. \ay xin bac hay cho@ né raday deé t6i bao thang wi no.

Nay giv, c6 Ngbc Van ngdi im lang trong bang, khong dandanh téng. Khi nghe g
bang néidén caudo, cod lien cat I1én di xuong nha d¢i. Bado theo xwng #in noi, va noi
mot cach ngt ngao:

— Con |én nha khéach, baaryg muwn hoi gi conday.

CO Ngoc do mat tia tai, va ndéi rét cach fing nu:

— Thoi con ch |én.

Badod tam tim cxdi nu;
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— Béac ing mubn lam ndi may cho anh khéadd, hoc trd dia badiy, co thuin thi 18n ma
noi vai bac.

C6 Ngpe gue dau xudng i va < tho thé:

— Tuy thiy, tdy me, con khéng Hit.

Roi cd e k dung diy vadi sang nha hang xom. B lai 1én nha khach noidi cu bang:
— Thua béac, chau ndax ho, khéng dam léa!

Cu bang lai cuoi:

— Théidugc. N6 »au ho tic 1a n6da thuin ddy. Vay thi hai bac nén 16 cho tdidi thoi.
Bado céo bét di xuong nha adi. Hai cu gat giidanh chén méaien qua tera msi xong.
C6 Ngoc van con nup bén hang xémwdn e. Cau nhd nguoi nha @ bang phii don mam
bat va fy tim nuéc.

Mt troi ta ta, @ bang mbi tir biét ra 8. Trudc khidang diy, cu con din lai dngdd:

— Db may bira nira, toi € lai sang no6i chugn vai bac.
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L éu chdng (1939) — Cirong 5

M o6t hoi ga gay am 6, 1am cho Vanaklgiat minh thic giac. Ngon dén trén quang 10 mo
SAp tit, doi dau da gin can khd. Khong man 1am phén thing nhd, chang & ding Ién rét
dau vaoden, va di cai tando 6i ¢ dau i bac. Roi chang nd cra ra san.

Trang chra lan. Anh vang chénh éoh nhom vao gian hoa. hg bong cay nhai, cay
maoc duong leo 1€n thm. Mat them khoang khua nhmét birc tranh thiy mac.

Troi hay con sm. Trong ngoaidiem moi diém canh tr. Cac nha lang ghg \an im phing
phac.

Chang toan vao phong inghém. &c nhs hdm nay la k binh \an, phai dén tnrorng m
hon moi ngay, ng nira, e Eng qué gic, qué tera, thidi khdng Kp. Chang bén suc frig,
rra mit, rdi mot minhdung dinh cho dudi béng téng.

Trongdam anh ting trong vit, thinh thaing diém mot luong gi6 hiu hiu, Bt thay bong
cay tuge sandeu bi rungdong. Chang bng wréng dén cai énh Trrong Sinhdgi Thoi
Oanh Oanh trong trén Tay Srong lien ngam:

“Dai nguyet Tay srong ha.
Nghénh phongdhban khai.
Cé&ch trong hoadnh dong.
Nghi th ngoc nhan lai”

Thé rdi hinhanh ¢d Ngc tirc thi hén ra trong 6¢ Chang khen 66§ Van Trinh d@ng
khéo tim cli dat tén cho con. ¥i cai nxéc da thng ndn, Wi cai khubn nit trai xoan va
céi dang B yéu diéu, nang tht dang @i 1a ngoc nhan 4m. Chang nb nhitng hdm qua
chg Kim Bang, tinh & nhin hang nang, baodgnang ¢ing troi nhu bdng hoa, va khéng
bao gy ma nang cé&/ngoa ngét, trai lo nhu bon con géi K Chy. Chang ¢ cho &ng
minh By dugc nang, c 1a danh ssanh i giai nhan, cang kém gi nking cip vo chong
trong téu thuyét.

Nhung changdi ban khain ring tiréc kia nangiadinh hon i Tran Bang Long, thi v
chang, nanga la w chua argi cua mjt nguoi ban. Bay gb neu chang kt duyén i

nang, hac gia ciing ki thién l ché erdi. Rdi chang & anui rang viéc nay dod cu bang

ép chang, khéng ghtu chang ma ra. Bt nguoi dao mao nghiém nghva yéu chang, quy
chang nix cu bang Tién Kéu, khong & lai day hoc tro lamdiéu trai Wi danh gido? Song
chang vin khéng htu vi sao g bang lai cd ghép nang & chang, vi sao homontrong

khi khuyén chanppy nang, a lai bao rang réu chang Bng 10ng @i nang lam v, tac la
ctru caidoi nang, trc 1a lamon cho Tén Pang Long? “Hay la nangdi nghé Long ngay
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xuada c6 gi am mi?” Chang nghnhu thé, r6i chang 4i ty hoi han, cho la minkid vo
l€ véi nang. Chang tin nang la con nha gia giao, khdng&o hi lam nhing viéc bat
chinh,

Mt tring tir tir ludn vao bong may,au trdi dan din van duc. Chang béniing thirng
bugc vao trong phong. ¥adi, chang wra im bim mt minh. “Cé Ié v chong 1a duyén
so thdt. U, xra kia minh tuy it nang, nleng \in ching k¢ ngh dén nang. T ma ir
bira nghedd Mdn n6i, nhit |a tir bita nghe @ hing néidén gio, khong phdt nao ma ta
quén nang. C&i6 mvi la cho chi! Khong bét trong nhing ltc nay, nang co nglgi daen
ta khong’> Clic c6! Ta nlé nang tit nhién nang &ng nhy ta, rfu nhr cu bang @ ng
cho nang hit cai ydinh aia a..”

Troi séang, Van Hc cip nén vra radén aong, thi gip Khac Man. Hai chang Bn sanh vai
cung i truong hoc.

Trong céc 10 “rérddc nhan tai” By gio, treong aia ax bang Tién KEu [a kon hon hét.
Trir ra mroi cau déng sinh la nitng con chau trong nhaetitrd ax bang cH c6 hai bp
dai tap va trung 4p. Trung ip hang ngay ph dén nghe sach, hangat phai hoc lam
vin. Condai tap thi nmdi thang p van hai ky. Ké ca dai tap va trungap, hoc tro trong
truong c6 i gan ba tém ngroi. Van Hac va Khic Man di d&én ara tnrong thi cac au hoc
trd trung ap ding vira kéodén.

Sau niiing chic nén sn quai chii 1an lwot Gp 1én cacitong, G may trim ngroi
nghiém trang ng sap hangs cac day gé Cu bang cond nha trong cha ra. Mpt cau hoc
tro bé con chy dén ri tai Van Hic:

— Thay bao anh binh &n xong bi, phai ¢ lai day, dé thiy con din giday.

Roi thi hoc tro dai tap luc tuc dén dan. Roi thi, nim gian tén t thénh thang nihndm gian
dinh cin din hién ra quang @nh chit hep, ke ngoi nguoi ding 16 nho khap trong nha
ngoai tiem.

Tréng céi thong thdiém mot hoi ba téng.

Hoc tro trén cac pin ghé hét thay tro lai hang bi nghiém clinh. Hai @u nhd tudi 18 mé
bung dieu bung trdp va mang giam, khay chémiat Ién an thr.

Nhiing tiéng thi tiim x6n xao nht t im bit. Cy bang tr nha trong ra & mot bo khian 4o
chinh €. Trén cac pin gle, hoc tro m rap dang diy khap luot.
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Khoan thai @ ngoi vao im ghé sau chéc &n thr va mb nap trap hy goi thuc |4 ra cén.
Tat ca hoc tro ki cing &m rap ngbi xuong. Mot cau nho tudi 1€ phépden truge an the
bung B d6 danh ira ra tkem.

Qua ndt hdi ky cach aia honda kradap vao thi sit, lira ¢ trongdéa da kit ra I6p bui nhui
trong cai dp gd va bén vaad, ciu dy ron rén nhénay mot it bui nhui cétra, tiép vao
mdi gidy, phi phéo thi cho thanh ngn, dé cham sanggs rudt ga va chamila vao noi
thudc 1ada cwn, ax bang ra héu cho céac be trd doc sach.

Mt cau trung p cung kinhi¢ mét chong sach in 1én an. g mdt cau xin phépat 18
d6 va miy tiéng dang hing rt ddng dic, mbt cau it giong nhanh nén mo sach ratoc.

T4t ca hoc trd &im cui méd séch ra coi.
Theo B hang ngay, i budi déu doc du ba thr sach: kinh, trugn va sr.

HAm nay It dau doc Kinh dich, 6i d¢én sach Trung dungr dén cubn Téng sr. Mdi khi
doc hét bai céi, bai bant@ mdt chuong nao trong sachadruong im Eng nhr to. May
traim con nit déu chim chi ngé vao cén sach éa minh. My tram 13 tai déu binh tnh
doi nghe bi giang aia thiy. Bang cai gbng sang ang nhr tiéng chudngiong, a1 bang
giang rat ranh mch tr nghadendén ngha béng, & nghia ¢in dén ngha xa, @ chi ré
rang bi ban ndo la pii, [6i ban ndo la giy. Cu n6i nhr rét vao tai be trd. Khi ging
dén hao hic tam @a que Khdn Kinh dch, ax dat noi thube xudng &n va bi mot cach
strng t:

— Cé&c anh nghe aong nay c6 thy gi khong.

Céc qu hoc trodéu khong ta loi, vi khong héu ¥ o hoi ra sao. @ lién nhin vao con
sach va &t cao gong:

— “Luc tam, ham clnong kha trinh. Haic tong wong sar, vo thanh, itu chung.”
Va au lai gang:

— Cac anhusng n6 céding Wi digu luc bat trong cac ca dagata hay khéng? & cim
moi thudc hat thém rét hoi, cu vira rungdli vira tép:

— Trong kinh, trugn, sr, mi bd déu c6 ndt cau hic bat.O kinh & caldy rdi, cono
truyén thi la cau gi?

Céc @u hoc trd @ sirc luc hét tri nho dé tim lay cau té 16i. Nhung khong ai néi cau nao.
Cu vuot chom rau bc pho va ngam:
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“Phu thiy, nhit thiréc chida.
Cdp ky bat trac ngoanda giao long..”

R4 cu lai hoi:

— Phai céuéyér sach Trung dung, cac ankbindoc hdm quaio khong? Sao ma chéng
quén\ay? Neu nhr troi chodo dat, dugc sang 8 Tau, cac anhésioi dap lam sao cho
khoi nhuc één quan ndnh!

Cac @u hoc trodéu cli gim mit, t6 ra dang b bé bang. @ ngung ot Iat i thém:
— Con caw s, chic chin cac anhiing khong th nho.
Va au ngan gong:

“Dé s Sai Xac ku cong,
S chi tong tr Triet tbng méu dinh...”

Roi cu ngang 18n nhin cacde trd va noi:
— CA&c anh th gio cubn Téng Cao Tdn ma xem, c@id & ngaydau sachiiy ma.

Cép éu hoc t‘rb im k}ng phuc thay 12 bic nhy sach. @ bang my gio, rét mbt chén mrée
nhap giong, 161 cu cat nghia:

— Ciing Vi c6 niy caudé cho nénit xuadén nayda c6 nhéu ngroi cho fang: I6i vin trén
sau dréi tam dia ta gc ¢ kinh, truyén va sr ma ra. Nleng theo y ta, thi néi nhvay c6 &
ciing qué khiénedng. Toi da sinh ra ri nuéc co ndt thi tiéng, thi &t nhién ndi nudc
ciing phii c6 mot diéu hat. Nu bao diéu héat lic bat gc ¢ kinh, truyén va sr, thi saay
Tau ki khdng c6 cai th van y? Tuy \dy, cac @ doi truée ndéi thé, bay g minh ding
hay hay &ing thé, dé roi ké aru dan dan, khéng nén &i vang bai bac.

Hét cudc chuyen phiém, mbt cau hoc tro thay trot cau truée doc cubn Trung dung. Bi
mot cAu nira ki tiép cau naydoc cwbn Téng gr. Mit troi d& cao, cac nghe sachua hoc
tro trung ap moi hét. Lac nay e trod dai tap dadén dongdu. Trong rm gian nha ngp
nhitng hoi nguoi. Cu bang tam ngh dé quat cho rao m hoi.

Hoc tro lacdacdung diy ra san hong mat.
Khac Man dit Van Hac va miy nguoi nitadén ngdi tim tym & dudi géc nhén, 8i ho thi
nhau fat Van Hac phai doc nhirng bai \an cia chang trongknay cho b nghe tuéc.
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Mot ciu hoc troding dinh dén truoc Van Hac nhin chang ing con nit ranh nanh va
tam tim aroi. Van Hac doan la lan da hieu bict viéc riéng @a minh, len hoi:

— May aroi cdi gi, thing Cung?

Nguoi dy van ardi:

— Mai kia tao 8 cho may bai té.

Van Hac ding aroi:

—Puogc! Co6 gbi may ar lam! Néu tho khdng hay, tao&noc 6 danh cho ba alc.
Ngoai &éng c6 téng ardi n6i gidn gid. Mt 1 ndn dra quai tia ach lan lugt tir cong tién
vao trong san. Camaghe, ¢, ban than ¢a a1 bang va la s khao, phuc kido aia cac
guyen tap dén du binh \an.

Cu bang lat dat dang diy don khach.

Sau nay cai vai tinh trong e miy 6ng khach 1én #m, o1 bang vui @ néi:

— Chét chira ning qué! Cac béadi sém it nira, c6 mat bn khéng?

Cu nghe Qgnh Lam ctivao a cir Lién Tri vadap:

— Néu téi khdng 6 phadam, thi dng 140 nay con éigngat ngeong Wi nai reou thube,
chir da chu di chodau.

Cu cir Lién Tri mim cuoi dé dua hai cau th co:

“Béch nién tam an luc thién niat,
Nhat am tu khuynh tam bach boi”.

Céc @ cuing ngi |én chiéc phan giira. Ai my phi phach qut lay quat dé. Nhung vin
khong ai cliu bo khan ao. Gi bang phii sai hai @u bé con &m doi quat I6ngdirng hai
dau phan phay vao.

Can ba tan ché tau, ¢ bing hc lai tap van cia hoc trd va cln may quyen duoc binhde
riéng bt chong.

Hom nay la k t luc: mbt bai chéu va nét bai beu. Tat ci do hon muoi quyén dugc
doc. Ch c6 nHt quyen ciabao Van Hc dau s dau phuc phéru, dau ngai phé “binh”,
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va rim quyén nixa ba du déu phé “binh” dugc doc tir du dén cubi. Con cac qu§n
khac, hac “binh thy”, hoic “thir mac” ch duoc doc 16i tirng doan. Nhitng quién duoc
doc, mit quyén déu codd mot chix “binh”. Nhitng doan duoc doc thi ¢ canh cac dong dh
déu codanh diu bing “chim mit ngdng”. San xong &p quyén, ax bang éim trao cho

may 6ng kan:

— CA&c bac coil. Néu c6 qugn nao khdngtang chadoc, thi xin b di.
MJdi cu don Ky vai quyén, coi qua it luot, rdi:

—Puoc c khdéng cé qu§n nao phi loai.

Cu nghé Qynh LAm ém quyén ciaDao Van Hc chia lbi cu bang:

— Quyén nay ching tadd phé tru” ca, sao bacal danh xwng “binh”?
Cu bang rd rangiap:

— “Binh” 1a phai! Cac bac chotu” ciing khi quatang. V4 lai han con it twi, phai can
mai giia cai tinh hdu thing. Ney nhr ky nao ding “uu”, e rang han € coi minh la thanh
la trang, khéng ciu hoc hanhay la cé hi cho han.

Roi cu trong xwng dam hyc tro nghi canh:
— Trua lam 13i, ai léndem quyén xudng doc di chu!

Khac Man I& phépdung Ién va n dén trudc &n thr. Cy nghé Qgnh Lamdua cho tiy
cuon van ciabao Van Hc va din:

—Doc quyen nay teéc!

Khic Man linh quyén vin di xubng ctd cii. Mai muc, tim mot ngoi bat tht dim. Mot tay
cam but, ndt tay &m quyén, thay bt dau doc bai chéu trudc. Tat ca hoc trodéu gio mot
tap gidy ban dat léndau gbi. Tai nghe ¥in, tay thi vét lia viét lia. Vian doc dén dau, b
phai c6 viét cho Kp dén day. Chir thao mot 16i 10i t6i nhur soi xich chd. Wi mot giong
vira kéu vra trong, Ktic Man doc rat dai dé, gay @n, tir doan no dén doan kia, mach lac
cuc ky phan minh. NAt 14 nhiing luc én gong, xubng giong, tiéng thiy cang réoit dip
dang, khén cho cau & cang bi.

Céi nha clra gin ba tam con ngi lic ay c6 & nghiém tnh dia mjt tda @ micu. Ngoai
tieng binh vin cia Khiac Man va teng khen haya cac ko quan, o ho khéng con co
gi khac rra.
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Hét bai chéu doc dén bai béu. Mo dau hai cau “plac d”, cu cir Lién Tri va @ nghe
Quynh Lam Bi rit giuc diém, giuc khuyén. Kiic Man miéng doc tay chep, it thi nhin
VA0 quyn vin, cubng quit nlr nguoi phuong tro vira hat wra phii danh téng gd ma.

DPoc xong qugn aia Van Hic, a1 bang lai bao tam ngH dé cac hc tro wng nrée va hat
thudc 1ao. NHing ngroi viét cham, tranh nhau yn quyén Van Hc dé ho chép i
nhung doan Iuc nay phi bo cach quang Vi et khong kp. Nhr quén @& s oi birc, ngroi
ta xim nhawtén hon chuc ngrdi ngd vao quen van.

Cu nghé Qgnh Lam sai ngoi lay chiéc gré dau bic ¢ bén @nh, gi Van Hac cho ngi ¢
do, tr minh rét nét chén mrdc trao cho Van b, va @ tam tac khen ngi:

— Vin ciu kh& im! D6 dén noi roi. Cau phai ¢ di, khoa hrong nay haydy cho béc cai
thu khoa, bi hoi sau thi fiy cho bac cadlinh nguyén fra. Tén trinh @a ciu c6 © vién
dat, bac &y lam mrng!

Van Hac ch 1& phépddn iy chén moc, khdng dam #1oi, vi chang khéng bt tra 1oi thé
nao. Qi1 nghe quay it sang phiaghbang va thém:

— Mayduoc ngroi con rbi nghiép, bac 6ngbao Nguyén tuy it ciing nhr con $ng.
Cu bang ndin ngr lic dau:

— T6i chra dam chic nhr vay. La vi vin chrong aia hin tuy c6 bi lac, nhung vén khong
khoi cd chb cau ky sinh tai, 4 thuong wrot ra ngoai quy . Neu gip quan teong thi fan
co the do cao. Neng reu khong @p, tt nhién § bi hong twt. Bao gi han chra duoc
cdi fat ay, thi mbi co the chac duoc!

Rdi cu goi cac hyc tro va fbi:

— C&c anh nghe gég Van Hc thé nao? Co thy cai kenh gi khong?

Hét thay im ling, khéng c6 attap. G tiép:

— Vin chrong anh ta tuyiing khaday, nhung phii céi @t rat lon la c6 nhéu doan rac 10i,
buéng kinh, khong chu theodung khuon phemo la mbt dicu toi ky trong cacdi van ar
nghiep, nht la the van t luc.

Cu cu Lién Tri ndi xen:
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— Phii! Vin chrong ciu thi bat ciu ky, néu qué @u ky tat nhién khongdi truong oc. Boi
vi, trong l0c quan trong cHim vin, ngroi ta chim nhr an arép, Mot khic phai chim dén
may chuc quyén, con thi gb dau ma nghngim ngh nghia cho minh? Théiddng  ma
dau “so” da ckim thé ndo,dy 1a diu “phac”, diu “gidm” lai cham thé iy, niéu nhr minh
dat mot cau éu ky, hoic 12 y nghia quéwr sau xa, ma trong ladivang, dng s khao
khéng kp hiéu hét, 6ngay sb cho vai chéc va phé cho 6t chit “li ét”, thi rdi nhitng dng
phic khio, giam kho ding li so theo, va @ing phé cho vai dh“li ét” nira. Cai qugn da
dén ba “list”, 6ng phan kho kho 16ng ma giam phé “binh” phéd”. Thé 1a hong oan
chu gi.

Cu nghé Qynh Lam i 1oi:

— Ay, cu Nguyén Codng Hoan ngaywa st doi thi hong ding cH vi c6 #it ay.

Hoi cu quay ra bi cac hc tro:

— CAc thy da nghe chudn cha con ¢ Nguyén gianh nhau &mét cau tr luc hay chra?
R6i khéngdoi hoc tro tr 101, cu ké:

— Cu Nguyén Cong Hoan lage danh sdoi L&, van hay, fyc rat uan stc, chphai cai st
dat cau cu ky, thanh ra thi mai khondo. Ong Nguygn Cong Lan la conug hoc tuy con
kém ai rat xa, nleng ma ¥in chrong hait bat, ngoai hai i tudi dado huong ang, i
lai d0 ludn tien §. Khoaay, toi khong nlé 1a khoa nao, 6ng Laié lam chi khao, ax
Nguyen van con ap quyén di thi, va ding lai hong nhr truéc...

NOi dén day, cu nghé ngng lai, ¢é ubng hsp nudc nhap giong, i tiép:

— THé rdi dén khi viéc treong d8 xong, 6ng Land/nha tlim chabau tién, @ Nguyén
hoi ngay:

“Khoa nay cadugc quyén nao kha khong?” Ong con ngaygttthua rang “Cé mot quyén
kh&, chi vi phai cau tr luc that niém, khéng th Iay d3”. Cu Nguyén lién ging. “Cau tr
luc 4y thé nao? Co6 nékhéng?” Ong con tia ring ¢ nld vadoc nhr vay:

“Luu hanh chi héattaydong, nam bc vo tr bat phy.
Tao teu chi cong it Cao Man, Ky Phong @ mac kat hung.”

ROi thi 6ngay lai tiéc ngim ngtii ma iing: “Néu nhr cau dr6i, ho dao hai chir ‘Cao Man’
ra lam ‘Man Go’, choding niém Idt, thi hai cawy hay bet chrng nao”. “Gi Nguyen
khdéngdoi cho con ket 1o, vac diy phang ludn cling vai cluc gay. Va ax nghin rang
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nghién loi, chiri mang tan nfin. Cu bao 6ng con @t nat nhr thé madi cham treong, chon
song bkt bao nhiéu ngoi...".

Cu nghe 4i nhin hyc tro va Ibi:

— CAc thy c6 bit tai sao @ Nguyén phai danh ndt 6ng chi khao nhr vay?
Hoc trd conduong im kng suy ngly cu nghé 4i tu cit ngha:

— Thi ra hai cauitluc 4y chinh @ia ax Nguyén, y ax dit nhu thé nay:

“Luu hanh chi héatTay,Ddng Nam Eic vo tr bat phyc,
Tao tyu chi cong & Cao, Man Ky Phong @ mac bat hung”.

Hoc trd nghe &i, ai my sung séng nhr ngh ra ndt diéu msi la. Cu ct Lién Tri noi
thém:

— Néu nhr ngh mot chat, clic ai ding nkin thiy rang: trong hai cado, cau trénit phai
ngat dén chix “Tay”, cau dréi tat phii ngat dén chi “Cao”. Chir néu chim nhr kiéu ong
Lan, mdt dang ngit dén chir “bong”, mbt dang ndit dén chir “Man” thi khéng c6 ngTa gi
ca. Boi vi nha Chu kbyi ¢ pheong Tay déng Ké Cho ¢ dat Cao, ngroi ta ch co thé noi:
“Cai thoi trdi di ndi ty pheong Tay, cac plong Bong Nam Bic daudau ding phuc. Cai
céngdip dueng gay t xa Cao, cac xr Man Ky Phongdeu cing diy theo”. Cht ai lai noi:
“Céi thoi trdidi ndi ty pheong Tay phrong bong... cai congip dung gay tr xix Cao, Xt
Man?” Nhrng vi Bn chir TayPong Nam Bc va Hn chir Cao Man Ky Phongdit lién
véi nhau, trong l0c & vang, cau trén ngyi ta ngit dén chir Bong, thi cau déi nguoi ta
ciing lai ngt dén chixr Man, nhr thé, ching nhiing thit niém ma con vo ngh nira chi!
Ay d6 1a van chrong diu ky c6 hai nhu vay. Cac thy nén bét ma tranh.

Dt manh hiéu dy cia ax cir, miy cau nhd tudi ngoan ngodn &p tuan cheé &u thi hai.
Coéng vEc binh win lai sét sing di theo thr ty caa nd. Lan nay @ bang chodoc dén quyén
cia Buibéc Cung, cai ngoi tréu greo Van Hac ltic ndy. \an ciabdc Cung tuy khong
XUAt sic bing aia Van Hic, nhrng ding vao Ac hoc aing, bi tuoi va kéu nlr chudng,
cac a so khao, phuc kio luén khen duoc”.

Gan trua, tan cac binh an.

Cu bing gis dan tp quyen con hi trén &n, gi tén ting ngroi hoc tro, quyn cia ngroi
nao trao t nguoi ay.

Bo diéu khac nhauia timng ngroi trong lic inh quyén nhr mudn t cho k ngoai bét sy
hon kém @ia cac lc tro. Co 6ng bn ho tuoi cuoi vai cai “thir mac” con con. @ng cé
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ong Wi vang dip tw quyén vin va b vao tUI ndt cach Wi vangdé glau cho kin cai “Iet”
hay céi “thr coc” & mit quyen. Chdng quyén trén an phan phéé Ft, hoc trd ki luot cap
nondi ra, dé lai mot minh Van Hc vi ¢6 bi din caa ax bang phii doi & do.

May cau nhd tudi ron rén fiy chau vay nuée, quét chogeh céat i va nhiing badiéu, tan
dém trong @m gian nha. Nhaaong din tré lai quang énh thanh ing nhr mot noi toan
thach. Bao nhiéu &nhingdéu bi ngin lai tréndam la um tamga miy cay nhan va gian
thién ly trge them, trong nha lic naoiag mat udi ruoi.

Sau nha c6 &ng lach ach.

Mot mamdo rugu ngﬁt nghéu ngr tréndau anh Bp tr tr tién vao plin giira. Gi bang
moi may éng ain ubng rrou va cho Van kic bic gk ngdi hau bén anh. Gi cir Lién tri
quay ki mam rou va ndéi khoi hai:

— Hiru tru thyc tién sinh san, hiru sr dé tir phuc ky lao.

ROi cu cim ludn B nrou dua cho Van Hc dé chang rét ra cac chén. Cacdit chén
khap luot. Van Hac van mut re gir I€ chea dam éng. Ga nghé Qgnh Lam nfat dinh bat
chang phi uong, va éng ndéi gbng khoi hai:

— “Puong nhan Bt nhuong u sir”. Cu Khong da cay nhur the, caidie “nhan” con khong
nhuong thay, hwng chi ndt vai chén wou lai phai so thay hay sao? @u ar uong. Lam
dang tai trai, @n phii ngang tang i duoc, khdng nén elnhu bon con gai.

Cu cr Lién Tri mim cuoi:

— Ay, ho ciing ch lam gaio trudc mit chling minhi6 thdi. Khi ma ngi canh nha tro, toi
chac mépay phai et hang .

Van Hac gia vo cli mit dé giau cai ) buon adi cia minh. Ri chang xin phép caaiova
nhic chén wou nhap mot hop nho. Cu bang kat dau dem chugn nhan duyénta chang
noi cho my cu kia nghe va thém:

— Sb di tdi phai ra cdng khudn &p viéc ndy, @ing vi &y ndy caianh w chbng anhdd
Van Trinh va tirong con bé cai Ngc. Cac bac c&lchua rédau dudi. Con béiy truse
kia 4 nHin lay Tran Bang Long, \& sau khdng Bu vi sao bén nawilthdi khéng wai.
Thé rdi cai hdm nghé Long vinh quy, con bigtinh & di qua, no téc cai ngdi ba nghé
dén ndi ngat di nhu dra ngd gid. Toida chira kénh cho no, phi dingdén hon muoi thang
“khai uat” mai khoi. Nhung khoi 1 khoi tam thoi ma thoi, tu khong fy duoc ngroi
chong wra ¥ thi c6 ngay nédphatdién phéat 6. Vo chong baodé Van Trinh ch duoc hai
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dira con gai, né 1ash, neu né ma bng mot doi, thi cinh gia @ia 6ng bay ciing daudon
lam. Baoi vay, toi phai tinh nguyén di lam noi chong cho no.

Cu nghé, @ cir tam tic khen & ndi luvong duyén va khuyén Vangdd nén mau mau lo
viéc ardi hoi, khong nénié cham. Cu bang ndit loi:

— C4ido da o toi ca, khong véc gidén hin.

R6i cu nhin sang Van ht:

— HAm qua thy ciing cit cdng sang afi 6ng Van Trinh néi & chuyén nay. Ongld, ba

dd déu hing 1dng. Cong ic thé 1a xong. Ngay mai anh phvé qué thra Wi bac éng va
anh @, anh hai...

Van Hac hét sirc giir cho & mét ty nhién, chang dhim lang ma nghe va thh thaing
diem mot tieng ca rat khe, chir khdng noidi ndi lai. Cu bang lai ngo mit chang:

— Nhung phii g ré kiaddy. Vi bacdd géi ché qué nha arihxa qua, cé y nn ngr
khéng thidn, nén tlay phai hira nhr the.

Cu nghé Qgnh Lam &t ngang:

— THé thi ciu khda s6ng bing vua Thédn mit rdi. Nhung ma chau cé ném hoc 6ng
Thuén, ch nén loc dén céi cid gui ré ay théi, chy cé e hon. Bé cho w chong baadd
Van Trinh kém iy nguoi ré nita chr. Ca nha @oi am, 1am cho Van ke xau ho do mit.
Lau lau @ bang lai quay sang phia Vanad:

— Con ndt diéu nay, thy phai noi tredc dé cho anh Bu: cai chi con Nac né chi thich
lam ba tham, badmg chr khéng pli né mwn lam cé khoéa quén. Viéhkhi né n6i mé
néi sing, luén luén xung minh & cd tham, cébg. Rdi khi vo chong iy nhau, anh
phai nghi vao ctd dé, lam sao cho ki phu long chau téi thi lam.

Ca nha hi cung aroi vang.
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L éu chdng (1939) — Cirong 6

O nha ngoai, My ban tai é tdmda tan. b mac t6i tAp giuc nhau ai vao ¥c ry. Pan
ong kit nét con bn 1am tht. Ban badi thing duong, vo @o, sip Sra riu cheé i xoi.
Ongdd bado ciing da try day dé sai ko miy cau hoc trd dun nréc quét nha va rhmay
ba @ gia b cau tém tu.

C6 Ngoc van con naps trong bwng chra ra. HGm nay cd élphan van bi hop, chr
khéng $t rudt nhe nhitng hdm tege. Tredc kia, tr bira 6ngdd badd chiu 1oi cu bang
Tién Kiéu thuan ga cd chobao Van Hc, c6da tr thdy nhan duyéniea minh déng khéng
dén ndi ham hiu. Tuy &ng trréc mat chi em chang fn, ¢d \an ché Van Hc la dc 1o, 1a
kiét xac mdng toi, va co khi cao ting, c6 con th ring nHit dinh di tu chir khéng Ay
chang, va tng khong iy nguoi nao, nhing thrc ra, Wi chang, caia man ngugn vo
cung. La vi trong con it co, khong c6 ngyi nao ton chang, & dén nghé Long @ing con
kém changat xa. Changat dung dan nhung khéng 10du. Chang tat minh trai, ohg
khéng c6é tinh bm bai. Nhing Itc ¢ ndi ban hangy chy Kim Bang, throng cé hangi
hoc trodi qua, pfan nhiéu ho déu an ndi ckot nha, haic 1& con mit nhin ngroc nhin xudi
chap chi nhu qua d¢au chibng lon, riéng c6 Van ki Itiic nao ang gii vé te nhién do
miéng chang &n twoi nhu hoa, téng ndi @a chang &n c6 duyén vait dé nghe Pangdé
cho cé wra long ton nira & céi tai hoat@ chang. Tuyang c6 chra khi ndo ki ai, nhrng
danh téng changia khét @ tinh Ha Nbi, n6 VAn ludn ludn bayién tai cd nét cach vo
tinh.

C6 biét van chang khdngu thi binh, khéng bao giphai xuéng binh thir. C6 bét trong
ba IBn tram hoc trd a1 bang Tién Kéu, chang 1a @t ngudi tha nhat, khéng aidé roi. Co
biét cac 6ng bn caa ax bang Tién Kéu déu phuc chang c6 tai thamahg, src hoc hon
han nghé Long, tuy chandfi ba khoa thitrong khéngdd. Tom ki, ngudi chang, it
chang, tai hc aia chang, By nhiéu caida lam cho c6é én chon sung séng nbi khi ngh
dén ngay minh lama chang. C6 tirdoi ¢d $ ¢ not 1an ding nhr ¢d Thay, cBm che
ngoi trén chéc véng manh manh canh séé,hang éng hang xaudsc di rude vé. Co hi
tiéc rang dng tham, dngdmg Van chi [a hang &n &, du chang c@d tham hoa, #ng
nhan, cé @¢ng khéng lon c6 Thay bao nhiéu.

Nhung ding c6 ldc & ¢d ki thdy chan @an buwdn ba. La vi ¢d nbnam trude theo ngoi
thiy béi doan ing $ ¢ tric tro vé duong nhan duyén, dunhién saud6 da xay ra viec
bén nha nghé Longlcd khéng adi. Bay giv cdi viéc cd Wi Van Hac moi la o1 cia ax
bang n6i \6i dngdd badd, chradau vaodau, ctic dau sau nayal khdng cé k ban ra noi
vao. Xong c6 #ng chradén ndi that vong. Boi vi cb chic ay bang Tién KEu Ia bic

nguoi [on, ar d& ndi sao, pi dang nhr vay, khdng khi nao c6 chéwn tré con nhr v
chong 6ngdd Van Khoa.
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Tuy rang nhing khidi cho tinh @ giap niit Van Hac, ¢d throng g vo nhindi diang
khéac, nlr khdngdé y d¢én chang, nling ma trong lic ¢ chan rati, ¢o lai mongduoc
gap changié thir ngim lai dang 1 chang bay @i ra sao. Tuyang nhing lGc ngi vai chi
em ching bn, hi ho dem Van Hc ra lamdau dé ché ¢, géu cd, cd in xau hd dé mit,
c6 lan da phii phat cau ¥i ho nheng ma chinh céal muén dugc ho ché minh, géu minh
nhu thé, va réu khong tié, thi cau chugn cia hp 8 khéngdugc cddé vao b tai. Cai phat
hoi hop thir nhit caa co i ay 1a bira ¢6 wra ¢ chy vé, badd bao cho c6 bit cu bang Tién
Kiéu da xin4an dinh ngaydi trau cau. By gio> ¢ khéng c6 cadam dé hoi “thay me da
nhan 1oi chea”, nheng cd cth mongdugc nghe batd noi ring: “Tada nhan 1oi roi day”.
Thé rdi tir IGc an hoi, xin cudi madi, su bdn chbn ¢ trong lung ¢é hi c mdi ngay ndi
tién. Véi co lcay, mot ngay trc 1a mdt nam. Cai thi gian tr cui thang sawién dau
thang tam, chco hon ba cluic ngay, nieng Wi ¢6 néda dai nlwr ba cluc nam. Hang ngay
6c ¢ ludn ludn pii 1am tinh tér, et mot ngay thi cé rati mot ngay, Kt hai ngay thi cod
rat di hai ngay, nling céi chdi ngay chra i van nhr khéng ngn chit nao. Niing dém
mua ngau 4 rich, gbt mua lach tachai xudng dau thém, va nlitng bwi chiéu gio thu

hiu hat théi quanh nha, béng ta man méc in trén lad#yla nhiing céi thi kiic kho chu
cho ¢b lon Hét. Bay giv nhitng ngay ét rudt 4y ndda nhr nuge chay chim, dan dan tiéu
hét di réi. Cai giv ma co cby doi, duong sip Sra ©i. Chi mot IGe nira thidén gio ngo, ho
nha trai 8 sangdon dau. Tr trua hdm qua médi ngudi ¢d 1ic ndo ang thiy rao ruc, nhit
la nhitng lac nghe fing ba con 1am gidp, thi nhawigninh 1a c6 dau.

Khoéng phii ¢d then vé sy tréu ot cua hy. Hon mot thang nay, ngoi ta dua co, ch coda
nhiéu, c6da quen éi. Lic nay, terdc ar dm & caa moi ngudi, ¢ da thrada candam dé
madam i rad6. Vay ma khéng kit lam sao hai éng c6 daudi c6 src manh miu nhiém,
mdi khi lot VA0 tai cOs; kiém duyet bé héi Phap thuic). Ca d&m hdm qua, cd ¢mga di nra giv.
Nhiéu lic c6da & nam nhim miat, nheng khéng th ngi duoc. Nhitng tiéng di lai huynh
huych va nliing tiéng néi chugn x6n xao @éa mbt dinh dam linhdinh bit co phii dé tat
ca tam tri vao énh trong d&m mai. Trong phut nay, caéitigdém maida phii doi radém
nay, 6¢c ¢6 &n or bon ron vé canh trong do. “Pang tira moi bat dau & day radi, nhanh
lam ding phii dén nha nhem &i t¢i ao Nguyén. Tathi cuoc I8 to hong € vao ban
t6i”. Co tinh nhr thé, va cod choarng nhr thé cang hay, vid to hdng ban éi, s& khoi tro
trén nhr cacdam khac 1amd ban ngay. Céal tiéc tir truée dén gio minh khdngié y dén
cacdam argi cua ngrorl trong hp. Khdng rd trong lc ng Voi cha € maan mam é cing
ong v hong c6 dau co ptudng rrou hay khéng? Bu co thi wng miy chén? Va c6 can
nhic dén tiéng xung hé @Ga minh phi dung trong céai phifty khéng bét khi thaat giap
mat Van Hac, minh nén gi «<anh chang ta» la giabg minh hay ing anh? Ri c6 ngh
ludn dén nhiing ar chi, I& 6 va nhing cau chugn < néi trong khi w chong kit dau nepi
doi dién véi nhau. Cd khong Bil rang cdi ltc hay coan uong, minh nén thaydao
ngoai, hay @ mac nguyén nhr trugc. Tk r6i hai méa thy nong hoi 10i. (Bj kiém duyet b hé
Phap thuic). Tiéng kéu git giong aia con bn duong ki choc tiét, choi 16i thic vaod tai,
lam c6 pli dit han mach tr tuéng. Mot nguoi chi ho di qua ara bbng, vra ardi vira noi
the thé:
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— Gom chira! Co dau bay @ivin chra thém dy. Ngi gi ma ng ky thé.
(Bi kiém duygt bé héi Phap thue) CO chra n6i sao, ngdi 4y mo manh nhom vao ing va gic:

— Thoidi. Ngi do bay nhiéu ding di. Day di thoi. Mt troi da xo vao nit kia kia. Dy
xem quo dé ddudong cho chang téiau com.

C6 lién tra 101 bang giong @ thay:

— Em condinh ngi thing dén trea, nheng ch da ndi thi em xin thoi.

Ri cO can oai ngoi day.

Trai voi thuong k& moi ngay, hdm nay cd khong aindau khong soi gong, ch quan lai
qua loa cai vanh kim VAN, 101 ¢d ao dan mo cira bede ra. My nguedi em by dua nhau
ché gidu:

— Thuea ch da day a!

— Sao chkhéng é nga thém lic ira?

CO mim arodi va van bay l:

— Cdng véc da c6 cac di lamé T6i can phii nga dé lay lung chodém nay ci! Nhung
ma condoi cac di nraday. Chi sy sau nay cac dailté khang hai toi thoi.

bungdinh ra &, c6 toan mdc wsc rra mit. Khdng bét bung 6 nghngoi ra sao, thau
nudc muac bi lai bo khdng ra. Lirng thirng cd xwng nha bp va n@i thut vaodam nay
nguoi con gai.

Nha trén, nhawbi, cdng vic dao tlt van duoc tién hanh it canh ép rap.

Mat troi [Eén khoi ngon péy, ndt loat d6 vai chuc mam vra xong. Sau khi cabdon dadé
radinh nop chep, va iy mam thnh san dé~ brr)g di cang nha tky, ho mac ron ra ko
nhauan uwng,dé mot lat nra con phi lam o thét ho nha trai.

C6 ding ghé vao &i cac ch em,an léu an l1ao ndt vai lung em. Rbi lai 1an vao trong

damdan ba con gai, rg dui, ngoi do Iic ra vao lng ngroi nay, lic gic vao vai ngoi
kia, dé giau cho kin cai ¥ khac throng trén nit.
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Gan trua, Mt cau hoc tro bé con Idc nayitwit ra ngéngy néo dau lang, 4t ta chay ve
noi véi 6ngdo la hp nha traidd dén. Quang énh trong nha i cang tai .

Ngudi ta thic niy cau nay qut no haé 16 cho nr6c chéng soi. Ngoi ta sai my cau kia
Iay chiéc phit tran phay qua day chiu cap diéu cho ach céat ni. Nguoi ta hit hai ¢6 con
gai hung hai @i trau ra in nga baton hp nha trai.

Co Nagoe Van @ ngol ly dudi bep dé lam ra [ bao dan. Mot lat sau, ngoaidng nghe cé
tiéng ngroi 6n ao tép ludndén tiéng tre con ardi reo:

— Chu € dadén!
M4y cb con géaid to kéo ra Ap sau trong hoa anh dngdé chd xem it chd €.

Bay gio ¢ mvi |4t dat chay voi Ién bubng. Licay moi nguoi d6 x6 ¢ ra phia 6ng, ¢
cho ctra bitbng khéng c6 ngoi nao, cd ben khép cankia lai roi dong sau ¢a nhin ra.

Pam con nit xam xit phia sau @ng, tr nhién gat ra hai bén,d cung chip tay vai nhr
bd cui:

— Lay cu a!
— Lay cu a!

V6i mot b hrong nghi ngut am tay, @ bang Tién Kéu xung xinh khoac aothg lam
di trudce, i dén oy cir Lién Tri. Ri dén miy ong @ gia. R dén miy ba @ gla R den
mot toan con gai. B ¢én mpt bon con trai. Ri dén mot & bung trap xachkdiéu, véi may
nguoi phu khiéng vong.

Co6 Ngoc chim chim nhin khong cép mat, chii y chi dinh coi thr Van Hac an mac c6
lich ar khéng. Nhrng changiang lap vaodoan non da lo nho, c6 khéng th tréngduoc
ro.

Thinh linh nét tiéng phao . Ca bon nha trai Undi khu giira san. Ri d6 nhiing tiéng di
duing tép nhaudi mot hoi dai. Xac phao #n ra tr tung, khoi e den ngom, mui théc
ph&odua vao trong nha khégtl Khi 4y mat cé6 cang néng,ung c6 cang thy nén nao, cd
phai 1én vao trong giong, ngi im.

Ho nha trai tic tuc tién I&n nha trén. €nghé Qgnh Lam, @ cir Mai Binh va céc éng
ban cua 6ngdo ¢ bén nha bc vira sang. Cacwevai nhau nit luot, roi cu cir Mai Binh
nhin vao a bang Tién Keéu, ax cir Lién Tri ma noi:
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— Té ra ching ta hdm nay chia lam hai canh. Céaatb&e canh nha trai, ching toi thim
vé canh nha gai. €cir Lién Tri mim aroi:

— Phii. T6i ciing biét cac anhin vé bén clc.

Cu cir Mai Pinh ding aroi va tiép:

— Chr ai c6 cii madi an vé bén Iép nhr cac ngai.

Cu bang Tién Kiu néi chen:

— T6i can cac antiirng b tay hut ngay Em. G5 ban c6 thdu gi gid nem!...

Mot tran cxoi ro két liéu cho céc béngdla, quan vién haichchen nhau ngj vao cac
ghe.

Tuan tradau tiéndadoan. Cu bang ndi \6i quan v nha gai cho ngi dua § di 18 may
noi can I8. Mot cau phong @a nha trai rd trap Ay chiéc 4o fic trao cho Van k. May
chuc cip mit trongdamdong thoi d6 x6 vao changérmai. Van Hac tuy da tro trén,
nhung ding khéng kibi xau ho khi phai khodc m 4o Ing thung vao mintt di véi bon
phl € theo ngroi nha géai dn dudng dén miy nha th.

Nhiing c6 con géi rd &t chl € thi nhau ban tan binh fim; ké ché chii¢ xac lac, ngroi
khen cha & gioi trai.

Bado tung ting chay 1&én chay xudng, gidng gi chi em bé bn c¢d Ngoc sip sra quin 40
dé di dua dau. Mt lat sau, chlérlai vé véi bon phil €. Ba dng B phépdtng diy noi Voi
cu bang xin mbi 6ngdo bado ngdi 1én cho chl@ 1am €. Ca hai dng ba nit dinh khong
nhan. Ba éng nhit dinh cheo kéo. Nt bén & nai, ndt bén & chdi, cau chugn giang co
mét hdi 1au. Két cuc cude ap ton phii nhudng ¢k cho mily mam & va miy nai rou.

Sau khida thay phién nhau énchao quan vién haichvao téc, 6ngdd lanh sang nha
hoc, badd ciing di giuc gid rrﬁ.y nguorl lam giap brng mamdé nhung ong, ba, co,aul
phai di dua dau bng nrou; i ba vao bao c6 Ng cung ngi véi cac ch emin com ludn
thé.

Béng riing chim giot, nha trong nha ngoan uéng déu xong.
Cu bing sai ngoi di moi 6ngdo bado t6i d6 dé xin don dau. Nitng ngrodi vao viec
vong cangdieu trap &p mp sip srado dac. May ba @ gia trong o cung gac cd Ngc

dang Ién thaydoi quan &o.
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Nhung c6 bay g ty nhién hi thiy bén Ien xau ho, nin na co & ngdi 1 véi bon chi em.
May ba @ gia néng rat, thic giic dén bdn nim lan, by gio c6 mvi liéu tinhdang diy ra
san. Sau khid muc cliu nuge lau qua riit mii, cd vao trong béng, mo ruong lay goi
quin msi, 4o Nwi, va chiéc quai thao mi, bo ca ra girdng. RBi ¢o lat chiéu dau giwong
cam lay chiéc grong Tu ma, nhing ki ra b ngeong ngiing ra mwn soi, nra khong
muon soi.

Nhing ngroi ban gai xdm 4i, ke x6 khan, ngroi chai dau ngroi ré duong ngdi, bi
nguoi ldy chiéc khan nhiéu tam glang ta ¢ ndi mua; riin nét van vao cho ¢d. Nc ho
van minh nlr van dea, c6 khéng néiing gi @.

Ngoai sandch tach mjt trang phao & Quan lp nha traida tan ndt tuan trau nedc cuoi
cung. Ba 6ngbao Nguyén, g bang Tién Keu c6 bi cao tr.

Roi thi moi nguoi ruc rich ding diy vai chao 6ngio bado va hréc xuong san. @ nghe
Quynh Lam, @ cr Mai binh va nay dng gia ba giawcuoc dua dau, cungi ludn vsi ho
nha trai ra éng.

C6 Ngoc van con ling tang trong ing, chra cHu thaydéi quan 4o. Miy ba nhéu tudi
trong hp phat cau:

— Khong phi 1a viéc tré con ma & 1am rning! Th nao i la ngay lanh thandht? Mot
nam msi duoc Mot ngay. Mpt ngay ndi dugc mot glor Liéu ma ém sra mau |én, #p hét
gio ngo roi ddy. Néu di lic nao @ing dugc thi ai con xem @ilam gi?

C6 Ngpc do birng hai ma va & 1oi bang giong budn rau:

— Céac ba rﬁ‘mg chau oan qua. Nao chau c6 lamgdau! Nheng ma... Co khong noidia
vadung phit day, cdi hét ca 16p gquan aoduong mac, dé thay ndt luot 40 i vay moi.
R6i ¢d khe nang chic guong Tur ma ngm lai dung nhan ¢a minh, cai t6i xuanduong
day thi, thém cod lua trangdiém, &5 nhién \é yéu kiu pml ruc 1o hon ngay throng. CO
cb gitt nguyén &c mit cho khi tuoi cudi, dé gidu kin céi lon ho caa sr dac y.

Chi em thi nhau n6i gu:
—Pep il Dang la co tham, céabg im roi. Théi di di chi. Dém c6 khuya ngay camg!

C0 khong ti 161. Ngo ra ara bwbng cd ko Bich By chiéc chéu trai ra gira them. Roi
moi ong d6 badod ngdi trén phin, c6 ron rén bsc vao trong cléiu aup xmng lay cha hy
me Moi NQudi Mot ’Iay.,Ongdo van than nhién nlr thuong. Nhung badd coi b rat 1a
cam dong, nré¢c mat dap dinh trong hai khée #h & lau nrdc mat, ba grong lam [§ vui
Ve:
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— Thoi condi di! K éo nira hai lp cho doi. Me dé néi Wi cu bang, ba éng i day. Ngay
mai @m nedc xong bi, vo chong lai cung \é day wi thay me.

C0 Ngoe ding reng eng hai hang noc mit. Ué oai xo chan vaaldi dép cong,(ﬂ cO tho
than dung diy, toan quay vao Bung. My cd phu dauhrng doi da lau, c6 y ndng @, ho
lién lay chiéc non thing quai thao trao tay cho cd wicgi

—bi di! Chung chinh mai! Chbit anhiy chy dén bao gb?

Diém nhién, catit chiéc non 1éndau va bwn ba lrgc chan xéng thém, 1di di 1an vao
gittadam con gaid. Cai non chénh éoh chdc ¢ phia trac, ket sic giau kindodi ma
hong hbng aia cd, cai maang b néng i vé s rao ruc trong tim plai.

Ngoaiduong quan vién haidwan thang thing wra di viradoi. Ra khvi cong lang, dauér
va céc dng gia, ba gian luot 1&n vdng. Nitng cb con gai va nimg ciu con trai #m rip
di bo theo sau.

Nang tay gay @t roi xubng dong lta xanh non, nhmubn thticddm aréi di cho @o buéc.
Ngbi trén véng, nhin 1én rimg ngroi di trudc, ¢d sic nhy dén cau chugn ma minh boi
duogc do no:

“Vgi vang sim sra lé cong.

Kiéu hoadon gid,dusc hong ruii sao.

Bai hang @ vii x6n xao.

Song songua toi truong dao sanhioi.”

C6 mim cxoi va tr hoi minh: c6 & bén caudy tng vao cai ic hém nayday ©i. Roi ¢
lién ngh téi bon cau ira ma ¢ &ng boiduoc trong hémiy va cé tr hoi: khéng héu bdn
cau nay lay lam sao?
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L éu chdng (1939) — Civong 7

A nh réng nhit ciia trdi thang chinda pha tandp srong mi Kt diu in xubng mt dét.
Cénhdong lta chintng hrng bién thanh 1an tin sic vang. hi swongdong ki bandém
condam dia trén la cay va léng lanh trénagmgoo.

Dang [ vui ve ciia mjt nguoi duong duoc hd da, 6 Ngc — bay gir c6 thé’ goi la co
khoa Hc — tung &ngdi trén by dé wi chiec thing nhoi &p dudi suon. Choc choc ¢o ki
guaydau V¢ phia éng langdé ngé xem chng ra chra.

Nhung ma changan chra ra.

Thung thing hréc mot, ¢d cho t6i mot gdc cayda vendé. Va ht chiéc non khuasn nhoi
bac dat ngira xuwdng mot ddm @, codé cai thang lén trén. & vén vay 4o cho ki [oa
x0a, ¢ ngi vao nmdt doan ré da anh dé va gy thiing Ay kim chi va méng mun nhéu,
cb wvra khau tii wadoi chong.

Sau caitémadudc hoa phongiong, cd ¥ qué cldng lan nay 1a hai.

Bai vi tir khi xong E lai mat, Van Hac da cho ngoi sang nha tr don hét sach v do dac
sang nha ongo Van Trinh,dé cung ¢d lxong cuc doan vién, cho nén co dididi lay
chdng, nhing Van duoc & nha \bi cha \6i me. Vo chong 6ngdd ciing mLﬁn cho c6 ton
dao 1am dau. Cho nén cadb it bira, 6ng badi bat Van Hac dua c6 & langbao Nguyén
dé tham ba éng vadi chao cac 6ng chu ba béac trong h

C6 ¢ nha clong ch co haidém nbt ngay, thi baéngbao Nguyén gic ¢i vo 1an chong
phai sang Van Trinh. La viam do, thi hrong c6 kK an khoa, bagscon trai an nag nha,
haac gia lai sao nhé@ng & viéc den sach. Cleu y me Van Hac phai di ngay.

Nam gian nha khachi@ 6ngdd Van Trinh lGciy da thanh ra giangos riéng ¢a w
chdng cd. \bi céi giang sn ay, doi ¢d hon mot thang nay, c6 thnoi 1aday nhiing thi \i.
Ngay thidi chg ban hang,d vé cd ki dét cai. Budng ari cua cdddi nhau \6i budng hpc
cia Van Hic. Nhing licdém khuya nhaang, béng ting ving Vic roi truéc thém, chang
hoc, ¢d thi @t vai, tiéngdoc sach gion gid xenév nhitng nHp déu din cia tiéng ac kéu,
khién co luén ludn am thiy cai sung séng émdém caadoi tudi tré vo tr vo ly.

Nhung ma chi ¢ khong phcé thé, cd con man dugc hon nita. Bay g ky thi sip ti.
Chi con céach #m ngay ira, chang péi tray treong. Vi vay 6ng bado bao chang va cé
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phai vé Dao Nguyénie sira  tho. Van Hac tuy vin khong thich \ic d6, nhing vi chéu
long 6ng nlac, ba nlac, chang ng khéng man tir choi.

Sang nay c0 va chag com ssm hon moi ngay.bang E hai ngroi cungdi mot Idc,
nhung vi w chong msi cudi ¢d Van chra hét cai tinh au ho, sy rang di doi véi chong lai
bi chi em ché adi. Cho nén cd i din changdi saudé minhdi truée, ra kioi céng lang
co € viradi viradoi. Dudi bong p méat dia cayda, mit ¢d tuy nhin vao i chi duong
kim, nhung bung ¢6 \an dé ca vao bi nguoi thay boi ma cd boi trong phién ghrudc.
Nguoi ta van dén 1o thy boi d6 doan qé hay Em. Hin bao thang nay minh co tin
mung, chic anh chang ta énao ¢ing dd. Va lai cu bang Tién Kéu, ay nghé Qynh Lam
va nhéu cu khacdéu néi quyét raing anh ta phi ¢4 kia ma. Nheng, anh taid ngay, minh
ciing khéng thich. ¥ chong lay nhau ndi gia mbt thang, ma cbng d¢add, thién h 3 bao
minh khéng c6 cdng nudi 8hg di hoc ngay naoUéc gi anh ta bing vai khoa fta, ©i
sau h&yid ¢é minh nudi in cho thién h biét tay. Nhrng i ¢ lai gat di ma fing: “Sao
minh nghi dai dét nhu thé? Gi thi gi, ctr chong dd sdém van c6 stong hon. Thi hrong da
vay, lai con thi i. Néu khi minhda con n con non, vacdéi va 6 é ma 1én ndi véng
vinh quy, c6 & khong thu gi fia”.

Céi tlii khauda gin xong, \in chra thiy bong Van Hc. C9 toaniting diy tro ve, thi
trong ®ng lang ndt chiec non dra vra nho ra déi bong ring. Nhin cai dangi¢u nhanh
nhau va nfe nhang @a ngroi doi nén, ¢ nlan dich la ctong minh, &c thi ¢ hi ngoi
xuong dé khau cho xong cai tai.

Béng riing landén ghc da.

Tran gio hiu hiu tldi quadong lda.

Nhitng bong lta chindst theo chéu gié &n adn nhr mot [6p séng vang.

Tiéng hétdua liém caa miy cd thy gat thi nhau Ién bng xwng chim, réoat trong canh
dong bat ngat.

Trudc canh trong bao la man mac, caradg niii kim, mo mang nhin r@am chan i xa
xa.

— Lam gi ma th than vay?

Tiéng hoi thinh linh @i vao bén tai, kkiin c6 gat minh quaydi. Van Hac da sg ding
dung ¢ dang sau @i mot nu cudi. Chang tp:

—Poi lau thé han nong rét 1im day nhi?
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C06 ding mim auxoi vadap:

— Khéng nong rét. Chi tinh quay ¢ day thoi.

— Trangdiém nhitng gi ma&s nha bay gi méi di?

Vira néi, cd wa thu %p cai thang, i cd uHn vai, van minh, @& oai dang diy. Vo chdng
lién sanh vai nhauta di vira noi ntiing chuyn tam plo. Conduong tuy xa, nirng
chang vn ludndi vé, cd thi hang ngagi cho da quen, cho nén aky ciing khong thy
mai lam.

Mat troi gan dén dinh dau, cddng langbao Nguyén 10 1t iin raé trudc mat. CO toan I
lai d€ chong vao trrée. Nheng chang Bo cd ar viéc cungdi, khong phai e € gi ci. Hai
nguoi mai nhd dau vao ©ng nha, & chau thi nhauwi reo:

— Ay, cha tr, thim tr da 8!

ROi chtingdua nhaudy chu, hy thim va chling xGm xit xung quantiza nay @m tay,
dwra kia niu dy vat 4o aia thim. Xoadau chiing n6 kiip luot, cd va chang vuiddi vao
truge them. Ba ©ngdanga trong nha nming 15 budc ra. Co va chang cuing cung kinh
chao. Ba éng toi cuoi:

— U céc conta v diy u? bé dang & mongdoi. Néu nhr hém nay ching bay khéng,v
thi co E ngay maidé phai cho ngroi di goi.

Van Hac srng $it:
— Thradé co vic gia?
Ba dng Wi dap:

— Khong! C6 véc gidau. Vo chong hay vao trong nha ma nigbi duong ltc ring c6
mét lam khong.

Co Ngoc I€ phép:
— Thrad¢, ciing khéng #ng im. Vi ¢ trénduong c6 gié ludn ludn.

R4i ¢6 nhe nhang [&n tBm va sai mit dea chau dn di xudng nha déi lay cho céidia.
Sau khida giv thiing by may chiéc banh 6m bay Ién tréniia, hrng dén treoe chb ba
COng nbi ba xoi nudc, cddem goi ko phan phat chatltre con. Miy nguoi chi dau nghe
tiéng vo chdng chi tr da 8, ai My donda chay 1én chao hi. Trong nha vui nh ngay ét.
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Hét mot lugt chuyén han huyén, Van 4t dimg day tungang wradi bach i trong nha
vira hoi may nguoi chi dau:

— Anh @ di dau khong thy? Anh hai, anh tdd nay c6 ¢ nha khéng?

Ba dng don i

— Bac @ sang chi bén Bic, moi di sang nay. Con anh hai va anh tu thinthang nay
khong \& den nha. Hom qua hai anh céanhve rang: ke con co ¢, thi con & viéc sra ke
ra thy. Tir nayden hom tay truong, cac anfay khong ¢ nira. Vi tre, d¢ ce mong ngéng
vo chong nha may.

— Con d¢ing da toan khongé/ Nhung vi g con bén kia gic mai, con @ng chéu long,
nén phi nghe bi. L& mai, khoa naoimg €, hong vin hoan bng. Quy than c6 gitp cho
minhdau, ma minh phai cing cac dngy?

Vira n6i Van Hc vira nghi xudng gré Vv lay caidiéu sai chau chanird hit thide. Ba
cong ra b khdngung Ivi con, \bi git:

— Cai thing an néi hay clr! Lam ngroi thi phai kinh trong quy than. Cling ngai khong
phai chi cot @& ngai phu . May dot thi may tong, trach gi guthan? Neu nhr ciing ma
duogc d6, ai con phi hoc lam gi.

C6 Ngoc tiép 1oi me chong:

— Ay & bén kia anhy ciing ar n6i buéng nhr thé. Me con khuy@n mai 6i chiu vé day.
Van Hac mim ouoi:

— Thi ar cling, tdi ¢6 ngn can gidau. Nheng thradé phai dé ¢én ngay mai ch?

Ba ddng & rang ta 1oi:

— Ga go taoda mua &n ci roi. Nhung ding phii cho dén sang mai i sua. Viéc I€ lat
khéng nén &a vao badi chicu.

Mot dira chau gai & bo mat nhé nhai mo hoi, xach ndt siéu nrge tir dudi nha kep 18n
them. C6 N@c nhanh nhu chay radén ky. Roi ¢d sucam, trang chén, phaay chén
nudc, dé den tredc mat ba ©ng. Ba ong am chong banh ém dua cho ¢6 va noéi:

— Condem bdc ragé cac bac éng nréc cho vui.
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Chi t0 chay lai d6n lay chdng banh va néi:
—Pé con béc cho. Thim né ah biét batdia dé dau.

R6i thi chi cim lay may céi banhdi xuéng nha doi. Ba dng vui v bao chi ca, chi hai
cung sang béfly UOng nréc voi minh. Voi may chi nay, ba chla ngroi nang fu cia b
chong nhrng licay cac ba v ca, vo hai a1 cong déu mit. Baduoc la chi caa giadinh.
Cai rét hién tr deng dan cia ba,da 1am cho niing ngroi dau con @ cdng déu phai kinh
trong yéu nén nhr mot nguoi me. DI vai ba, hy giir rit ding B phép, throng throng
khong ai ngi dbi cting ba bao gi Vi vay, bay gir ba tuy néi ho, ho van nhit dinh tir
choi:

— Ba niic chang con.

Chj ti d& hrng mam banky nha drdi 1én, rén réndit xuong bén enh ba éng. Mot lan
nira, ba 4i giuc cac clidau sang6 an banh. N 1oi ba, ch hai lien dén bung lay mot dia,
dem sang day pim bén nay.

Ba adng ki goi 11 chau vao quanh ph minh, bi ba xén banh, xéc cho &i dira mjt
mieng.

Céi tiéc don o cir hanh trong it bau khdng khidam am khién cho cé Ngc né nic
mung thim vé nén phacdirc nha cbng. Va c¢d khong kéi ban khain cho @nh ving w
cia nha minh. Xongia nrée, toi virading tira. Ch ca, chi hai, aidi 1am viéc riy. C6
va ch ti cung xéng kép nu com.

Mat troi ta ta, co vao xin phép bamg cho minh va #y dira chau nb di tham may 6ng
cht] bac va vai drem trong b. Lan la &t nha naydén nha khac, khi cd drve thi troi vira
toi.

Trong nha hay coddy nhirng khach kira, ba con trongdnghe tin Van Hc moi ve,
nguoi ta i nhaudén choi dé hoi tham vé chuyén thi ar caa chang.

Mic chdng tiép khachd nha trén, cd xéng nha aéi, ngdi chuyén van i may nguoi chi
dau. Mpt lat sau khach ki \é hét. Van Hac ding cungdi choi véi ho. Ba déng cho @i
cd va ny nguoi kia Ién @ trén nha. Ri ba hit c6 thip dén,dem truyn phit ba Quan &m
ké cho @& nha cung nghe. Lau nay b3mthém nghe trun iy, nheng ma khong co aidk
Va lai, ba Van nghe néi dau minh &ichir, nheng ba cla tin, nén mén thir xem cé ¢
biét chir that khong.

Thay codoc duoc tréi chiy, dling \an, dit mach, khdng bngic ngrr chd nao, thi baat
lay lam mung.
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Chi hai nhr ciing ngic nhién & sy théng thai aa em dau, ngngan nét nit s3 hoi:
— Thimdi hoc duoc bao nhiéu dam?
C6 kim dbt roi dap:

— Tam rim tit ca. Emdi hoc tir nam 1én sau. Vi thy me em hém hoi, lGcdé em, thy me
em khong xaud tai. Dén nim em |én séu ti thiy me em hi bit emdé hong mao, nic
quan tring, gi lam con trai, bc chung &p Véi hoc tro té con. Em hc 180 d&o ¢én nim
da muoi bdn tudi, phai di cho coi hang cho mem, By gio mdi nghi.

Chi em troi cudi hoi tiép:
— Thé thimd& doc dugc nhitng séach gi?
C6 th) theé tra loi:

— Ciing nhr nhitng hoc trd con trai,  16ng em lc Tam tr kinh, ©Bi dén So hoc vén tan,
réi ¢én Minh dao gia hin, i dén 4u hoc ngi ngén thi, 6i dén Hiéu kinh, 6i dén Luan
ngit chinh vin. Nam em nurdi tudi, thiy em ndi cho em loc kinh L, nheng cH hoc thién
Khic K, va thién Ni tic ma thoi. Ht hai thiéndy, mdi ngay em chduoc viét mot to
phong va bc may bai tho trong qu;én Puong thi. Vi lGcdy madi, ngay nao eming
phai danhéng, danh siét, tap ngré dét vai.

Chi ca ra b tin ndin:

— Thuy nho toi diing di hoc nhr thim, nhing ch hoc dén quyén Hiéu kinh thi thoi. Tia
ma bay g khéng nid mot chir nao @. Toi toi da qua.

Pémda khuya, baéng thiy minh ki mét. Cuoe ké truyén bi tan gira lac nhéu ngroi
con thém. Chca, chi hai, ch td mc rich ai vao bang riéng @a ngroi nay. Nhiing dira
chau nid chiu chc tir t6i dén gio tranh nhawtodi duoc ng1 véi thim . VAn Hac van
chua \é. Ba &ng hio cddem a li chau vao trong phong minh cinging

Vira la nha, hi vira bin khain khong bét chong minh bé tha dau, co tin troc dén hét
canh ba rai chop mit dugc mot lat. Miy con ga t@ng phanh pich Vo canh thi nhau gay
& sau nha, lam cd &iminh thic gidc. Ngoai sania thiy co tleng i xanh kch ach va
tiéng vo @o san st. Nhitng ngroi chi dauda diy lam viéc c roi. Co nhién cé dng

khéng tié nam nira. Sy dong gic ngi caa me chdng, ¢d & ron rén xéng dat va $ ngo
ctra ra sanié cuing cac chbac chd thdi x6i, dun nréc lam tht ga.
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Bay gio Van Hac msi vé. Co toan Bi chong di dau st dé@m. Nhrng sy may ngudi chi
dau aoi minh ghen bong ghen gié, nén @bthdi. Troi rang dong, téng ga gic gia gay
don. Ba éng tro day va xwbng nghi ¢ nha IEp xem xét cong ¥c.

Sang rd. Xoi, gaeu chin. C4c thc com canh @ng wra lam xong. Thewi dan aia ba
cdng, @m canhdé cliingd nha, con x6i ga thidem cungiinh va cang nha thdai ton. Sau
khi hai chd x6i va hai con ghroc dong lam hai mam, bab cé Ngc sip dua trau reou
vaodo vadi iy hai bédng hoadng cim vao hai cai i ga, i cho ngroi nha hrng di.

Boi vang anh &, Van Hic phii chinh don khin dodé thap dén hrong khin ai. Rdi chang
di theo hai mam xai gdi radinh € thanh va vao nha dhdai tén I t6. Ba ®ng din voi:

— Con nki n6i wi 8ng tr, 6ng trang kHin cho anh hai, anh traday.
Van Hac tam tim croi nu:

— Vang, conia nhs. Nhung khong bit con chi I€ du phén con hay phi & thay @ hai anh
ay?

Ba dng cau may:
—bung nodi té con! Viéc quy than khdng phi chuyén dua.

Van Hac im lang ra éng. Ba éng cung klnhien truge ban thy, ré rang n@i xudng chéc
sap ké lién heong an, 8 X6 nira vanh kin van, ha xudng ngang i song nti, va chia hai
tay nang vanh kin iy cho n6 khong khong truéc hai niit, ba vira € vira khin 6ng éng
phi 1 céc con khoa nay thirccho may. Mt hoi 1am ram d& drt mach bing ba céi 4t
dau trinh trong, ba nghiém trang quay radcac nang dau cung vaothay vadi danh
thac 1 tré tro day, dé cho chiing né3 éng. Ngoai 6ng c6 téng ché ga. Gi nhaddng

thoi ngo ra.

Cu Nam, chd rét Van Hac, 10 o ckéng giy buéc vao trong 8ng W6i hai quan #n vat
vai.

Chi hai #it ta chay ra tréng cho vaon 6ng chi vao tim. Ba éng chao bi bang giong
VUi Vé:

— Ongdem tién di ¢au? Haydinh cho chaday ching?
Cu Nam I phép ta loi:

— Vang. Céi ngia lam chd thi pdi thé chi.
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R6i cy dat hai quan #n xudng chrc an thr gitta doi trang k va tiép:

— Thua béc, anhutdi dau? Béagta cing 6ng éng chraday?

Ba dng dap:

— Chau no rainh B to. Toi khin 6ng chaudi a!

Cu Nam lat dat dén truge ban thy va néi:

— Xin vai 6ng anh & théi, moi 1am, khéng & duoc nira.

Roi cu chip tay clidau, vai ludn @m cai. Van Hc vira W, chang ni 6ng chi sang rig
¢ bén trang k. ROt nbt chén mege dé den trude mat cu Nam, r6i chang chip taydung
hau bén anh. Gi Nam cam chén méc [én va 1bi:

— HAm nao thi anhdy truong.

— Thua chud hai nim thang nay!

— Mong mdt thang sawié phii vao tirong, madén hai niim thang nay i di, e ring
chdm qua, anh nédi som thi hon. Boi vi téi noi con phii di tim nha tp va phii sap sra
cacdd can dung. Xong i ciing phii nghi ngoi vai ngay cho tinh in khoan khodi, thi

khi viét van moi duoc linh loi.

— Thra chl,d6 dac chauda $ip sin ¢ nha, con nhadrthi chauda co cld quen moi nam,
khéng phi tim nira. Hai ntim thang nayii ciing wra.

Cu Nam chi tay vao hai quandn:

— Néu duoc thé thi hay im. Pay chidd cho vai quandé khi t6i truong ma cho... nha tro.
Ba ddng noi xen:

— Cht ndi. Sao 6ngdi nudng chau qué mhvay!

Cu Nam wvira aroi vira noi:

— Ching nuéng &ng dén thé thoi! Ai theo chan ma giching né!

Roi cu quay sang Van #t:
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— Nhung chvi thi choi, ciing phii dé bung vao véc thi ar méi duge, chd ¢é lu bu théai
qué. Bay gy chiida gia bi, nghigp nha tréng vao cac anh: Cac anh édeng nién théu
lwc arong, phii ¢6 ndi 1y gia thanhding cé bt det nhue chu. H khi toi truong, c6 gp
anh hai, anh tl,img kio chd dn nhr vay.

Van Hac vang bi, roi xach @ hai quan #n demdiat sang phn bén kia.

Ngoai éng ki c6 bong ngoi thap tho, chi ci voi vang chy radén tiép. Ba béc, ba thim,
ba cd, ndt |t 16 nho ten vao trong san. Sau k& chao baang, ax Nam va ghé ngi vao
chiéc phan canh, ndi ba n boc gio ra ndt chwi tien den va o Van Hac:

— Nghe tin anhap tray truong, @i la ching t6i ndi nguoi gitip anh it quandé anh
thém tén do giang.

Van Hac chra kip néi sao thi @t bon niradd nam sau ngoi, vira hp ndi, vira hp ngai,

la luot kéoden. Ging nhr cac ba kia, ning ngroi nay dingdem tin dén cho Van Hc:
nguoi Mot hai quan, ngoi nam bay tien. Van Hic cam on khap luot roi chang vra aroi

vira noi:

— Gia sir mdi thangdi thi mot Ian, thi trong Mt nam, téi cé tké cudi dugc Mot Ngudi Vo
nira.

R6i chang thu &p cac mon in d6 chbng 1am ndt déng.

Hai ngroi nha heng & di clng l0c n&yda doi b tro vé, ba éng guc cac nang daup
sra mam béatté moi ho mac ubng rrou. Ban ba con gaidt thay déu chbi 1a mai an com
xong. Ch c6dan éng nn 16i. Chirng nira bwi bita rrou moi tan. Hy mac 1é té ra \é véi
cau an &n chuc cho Van bt khoa nay nft cir. Tréng thy chiéu troi da tra, ba éng
lién sai c6 Ngc dem @ sH tién ba con gild, 1ay mo bo 1am hai bé. & ba thic gic
con dau, con trai givé Van Trinh vi ngay mai con phlé tho & béniy nira.
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L éu chdng (1939) — Cirong 8
Deéemay khang cé ting.

PhS phuong Ha Nbi d& theo énh trong trdi dat bién thanh mt khdi den si.

Vii try thu ki viing &nh sangu@ miy caydinh liéu. Giod Hic ao ao thi. Chin mroi ngon
lira I6n bing chin nuedi cai bich Két thay dién cubng 16ng phach nta mun lia nhirng bé
dubc nia nhiy vot 1én trng mit mu. Quang anh trong thi hdm nayén rang lon miy
hom trroc.

Dudi |6p méai ng6i éa nha Thp dao, mi 4o thip thoang Hin trudc béngdén bng.

Trong miy gian choi canhd limg gacs lung ti, tréng cdidi ddi vai thanh la, chc chc
lai dua ra nhiing tieng oai nghiém inh trong.

Ngoai day phénira hung ¥ nhu birc trong thanh quay kirhy khu rén twong, doi linh

tru phong #m rap theo v6 nga aia quan giam trong dé diéu diéu tir mat no dén mat

kia. Tiéng nhong nhongi@ nhac ngra hoa i tiéng dinh dinh ¢a tdng quan, cang gidp
cho cic tudn phong thém & can mat.

Trén rép cdng tién, mot birc hoanh n nghiéng minham ghéch dau tréndéi dong tm,
chiéu dai thron theot khdng kém rat chiée thuyén thoi. Séng in phi mot birc diém
nhiéu diéu, chinh gira két thanh nét hoa sen todng cai mam, hatau thi hai trai gng
lén nhr céi thingting ling du & canh &dt. Long bén, bbn chit “Tan heng thinh dién”
song songleng ngang rt hang, nét vang l6ng lanh trongmson son nie mudn ardi
véi anh kra aia tii toi.

Tur mat tién qua phiaddén mit hau, aing nhr tir miat hau qua phia #u ¢én miat tién, bin
cira a1a bbn vi giap,at, ta, hitu déu thénh thang.

Nhitng cai khung ng chra hang ry nghin tén ngoi déu ngainh b mit “dan gay” ra
duong, nhr dwong ngéng cac ty s tu.

May chiéc ghé tréo cao chin i bac ding dodi bn chan vaitng ndit nguéng & ngoai
cac dra nhr dwongdoi cac 6ng kho quan.

Trudc hai ¢ra aia hai vi & hitu, ding nhr truéc hai dra dia hai vi giapt, toan linh ti
satdo nhaudung chrc ngoai &a wi nhitng dang B rat nghiém trang. m 4o rp xanh
thando gon gang Ap dudi chiéc nén du ssn quang du. Nhirng i day tong éa chic
tay thréc kham chai, béng bénhirxubng miéng ban kién & 5.
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Khoang dau canh ba, éng dn ao kit ¢au ndi & néo xa xa. Ri n6 din dan gan lai. Rbi N6
dan dan ro thém. Ri né dcan dan duwadén nhirng damdénduoc lap loe nhr ddam ma toi.
Hoc tro cac wi tap mip kéodén ara truong.

Gi6 bic thoi cang dr. Nhitng caydinh liéu chay cangd Trén méng dat gia lanh aia troi
déng, bong ngoi chat nhae ddm Hi.

C6 ngroi tdc da mac pho. Ciing ¢6 ngrdi hdng mao con nig nghéu trong vanh kiin
nhidu. C6 naroi khdng ghu ar nghéo tdng, than hinkygguoc so $i trong manh aodon.
Ciing ¢6 ngroi nhu mudn khoe & phong tru, quanh minh din miy 1an 4o béng su su,
hai ham #ng con run 8m cip. C6 ngrdi hai vai ring tfiu khuyu tay condu sic thich bén
kia gat bén , len &r ngoai tit vao trong cung.i@g co ngroi cat cd khdng 1én, du chiéu
déu bi 16i stnh sch & mat dat. Vénh céi mat duong drong ty dac, d6 1a ngroi mai thi lan
dau.

Vé lo ngai hién day trén [ tran ntin nheody la ké lao dao truong bc.
Con rita, va con nkiu nira. Ta khong tfé hét.

Pém cang khuya,dt tro kéo ra cang néii. Ai vao vi ndo, 4t dat tim dén caa vi ay.
Dudi hang wn nén chépd nho dimg ¢ bon ara, hang ¥n con ngrdi cling Nt 16i trang
sirc nhr nhau: &on nay cai chdng tre vablgong Bu; aron kia, thi bo aodi va clon ao
léu, haic mbt d6i chiéu coi; trén ngc, qua bau be va chic ong qu;en dudi bung thi cai
yén noc hay cai trapan. Biy nhiéudd vat, ning co, nke co, I6n ¢, bé co, dai co, ag
c6, ket thay xam hi vadu c Ién céi 6 yéu 6t cia cac 6ng th sinh. Hinh nix troi ciing
bat t6i nha nho, trdc khi bege 18nduong cong danhjéu phai tap 1am vic cia bon phu
trao.

Ké chen vao ngoi day ra, k& du ki, nguoi an lai dudi anh fra sAngdam naroi don dap
bi x6 ddy con oon nhr l6p séng moc trieu. Tleng oi nhau, téng i nhau, téng chao
nhau, téng ming nhau, #ing cai nhau, ﬁng Am ram noi chu;én véi nhau. CAc th tiéng
ay hop lai, lam cho bn khu @ra teong, am am nhr bon céi chy.

Sangdéu canh tr, cac cayfinh liéu déu chay It gia mbt nira. Tan rirado oi theo ngn
gié bic tin mac bay kfip ving toi. Roi tir tir, N6 i XUOng damadau ngroi, xubng quéng
dat khéng. Xwng nhing roi ¢ tit xa xa, du né khéng btit & trong bong i.

Thinh linh trong nha Tap dao, kiéng dong gidng i trong khau, ddng dc danh ludn ba

hoi. Cac bongién bng nkt té Jlaydong. Cac ao timg lam, cac iacanh chan dong thoi
nhon nhip nhr sén kiu rap tusng.
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Sau khi bn 6ng ng s dddem chirc trachdan hic Ién Hn choi canh, cac éng kb quan
tac thi cit nhau Mi ngudi di mdi nga. Ciing nhr moi khoa, hai 6ng phan kb phai coi
hai ara t hitu, 6ng pho ch khao dugc theo chéc bién “phung cH” ra cra viat. Con ara
vi giap thibc quyén 6ng chanh ahkhao va 1a & “kham sai” @ia nha vua ban.

Dt my tiéng )ét hau aia tlﬁng khiu va keng ddng, hai hangtén bng hit dau ¢ nha
Thap dao tir tir tién ra. Ri dén mot doi long vang cung kinhutc 1& oy kham saidi trugc.
Ro6i d¢én 6ng chanh ahkhao va Bn chiéc long xanh khiim ndm theo sau.

B6 dang quan chanh d¢hkhao mai oai lam sao?

Cai ki tir hinh con cong, cai vantai dot chi vang, cai qu 4o théu thy ba, cai xiém
xanh vén chan chhat bot, vadéi ung den coddi busm bac long lanh, By nhiéu thir ¢6
hop lai véi cay ot nga ém ¢ truée ngrc va chéc mi gam xoe hai canh ra ngoai hai tai,
du 1am cho ngai ging ht nhiing quan phong cheo Au ngai c6 b rau dai nix ho. Bam
rugc radén ara vi, ngroi linh cim oy kham said phép leo 1én cBt gté tréo va ém can
co vao céai d thang sau gh. Quan chanh ehkhao tam giir cay ot bang ot tay traide
|ay tay phii vin vao chan ghtréo. R6n rénisdc qua cac e, va tréo 1én gh) ngai § vén
céi vat sau @a tim phim phuc, i ngdi vao gira mit ghé. Cay bt lai duoc trd lai phia
truéC mat ngai Wi su nang niu da hai ban tay stng sinh tro@@i tay ao 6ng nhr cai
cdng. G sau chic long lan luot nhé 1&n trén gh Nhitng cai xanh che quan ckhao.
Con nhing cai vang thi che laydkham sai.

Tiéng on &06 khu ara trong tr nhién im kit. May nghin con riit déu do don vao vién
dai than dirng dau khdo quan.

Thinh linh trén king twi cé tiéng am oOe:

“Bao oan gi tién nhip! Bao an gi thur nhgp? S tur ther ther nhap!”

Hoi loa dir doi nhu muon pha tan caidu tich mich, lam cho roi nguoi déu phii ngo
ngéc. Oit tiéng gim hét, ngoi linh deng anh gré tréo @a ong cld khao theo méng
mot nguai lai phong ding ding ckd d6 voi mot cudn $ trong tay chia load tén nbt
nguoi hoc tro.

Mot tiéng ch bat 1én trongddmdong.

Mot chang thiu nién, \bi cai dang B liéu chét, oo lachdugc qua “vong vay'de dé cac
do kenh cangien khudat truéc gre tréo @ia quan ch khao.

Toan linh tid sat kit dau lam vic.
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Ho gio b6 4o i va cuon 4o Bu. Ho nhom nlfing céi “cai chdng”, chan chdngotghé
va00ng dung qu;en va qu bau bedung nrge. Ho 1an dai lung va vidt cac dgu 4o, gu
quin oia chang thiu nién. K cdi tung & bd gong Bu. Rdi ho luc soatdén cai trap sn
cua chandiy deod trudce ron.

Ngoai bt hop mrc, vai ci but, vai cay sap,ancai dui W, mot tap giay ban va iy cai
banh giy, miy cai banh gid, Bt nim com, vai méng cha trdu, vai méng tht rang, trong
trap khéng co & gi kha nghi.

Chang théu niéndugc phépinh qu;en aia ngroi lai phong, én than cudn lai, bo vao
chiéc 6ng quyén deod truge nguc, o tung ting di vao trong teong Wi cacdd dac xing
xinh bam quanh vai, quanfh.®én luot nguoi khac theo #ng loa @i tién vao.

Bon linh thé sat hi xim nhau di |am cac cdng Vi nhr trudc.

~

Nguoi nay ding khdng c6 sach gbh kin hay 1a vin di chir “kién” chi hét, nhung ma cac
do lat vat thi khdngdung bing trap matyng bing yén. Trong cdi yénjiag c6 ghy, muc,
dui,, bat, tht, cha, com, banh nir chang théu nién vra 16i, va con lon mot bo do hat
thuoc phien.

Bon linh th sat bu moi:

— Vao thi\an condéo bong caiwa Hi nay, thi IGc nao hat, ltc nao lamn?

Nguoi ay ngap nt cai dai va t [0i:

— CO6 hat, wn msi hay! Néu khéng hut thi sao rain?

Roi han don lay quyén aia ngrdi lai phong vadu déu di vao trong teong.

Tén linh ém loa hi goi dén tén naroi khac.

Kham trong éu chdng @a ngroi nay ding khong thy thir gi gian in, nheng trong céi
yén hi c6 mbt chiec dam dao &. Bon linh... tl¢ sat ngc nhién va hi:

— Sao 4i dem cai nay vao tiong?
Nguoi ay khé dap:
— Thea cu téi mic benhdi kiét.

Bon linh khong hiu lai hoi:
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— Di kiét thi dung caié lam gi?

Nguoi Ay ngip ngrng:

— Thra cu, dé khi lam van, I5 ra b métdai tign, thidao ren leu ma trong né xung, 1oi
lai vui di. Char lam the nao? Trong trong, cld nao éing cé Eu cia hoc tro, “di” vao dau

duoc?

Bon linh th¢ satda hiéu cong @ng aia cai dtm ho lién cho phép ngpi iy vao tirong
sau khi fin ¢ nHin quyén thi b vaodng quyén.

Nguoi linh cim loa hi bic loa @i:
—bao Van Hc, Sn Tay,bao Nguyén!
Van Hac diing ¢ ngoai xa, tuy c6 nghedh tén minh, niing khéng té nao ma vaduoc.

Ngudi linh cim loa @i dén ba hn, Van khong thy cé ngroi thura, hin béndat quyen thi
cuabao Van Hc xuong anh chéc ghe caa quan ch khao, 161 goi dén nguoi tiep theo.

Mot ngudi coi b rat khoe, ch mot tiéng I6n, i ¢d x0 day nhiing ngrdi chung quanh,
hung ding deo Eu chiéu vao fin ara tnrong.

Bon linh th sat xim i luc do dac.

Céc \it can dung @a ngrdi nay, khdng khaci@ miy nguoi trugc. Riéng cé th do dung
nudc, khdng phi la qua bau be, ma la Bt céi lp sanh éng méng.

Ngac nhién, ndt nguoi trong bpn lién tho cai que khimg vao trongd, tirc thi o dudi lo,
c6 vat tron tron Bnh 18n nit nuéc. Cai gi tid nhi? ngroi linh &6 nghiéng cai néing lo va
moc Ry vat dy ra. Té ra it mo gidy ban viét chir nho nhe con kién, ngroi ta vo hi va
trat sap ong ngoai cho khi thim nuac.

Cua phi phép Bn bi tich thu. Va caidi “mang sach vao tiong” lién tbng éng loc tro dy
ra khdi cuoc thi ar.

Tén naroi khadcduoc nhic dén trong méng loa.

Va, sau nt tiéng ch gon gang, mt ngudi ding twi tién dén truéc mat bon linh the sat
v6i mot dang 16 lo sy. Thay ngudi nay c6 \& dang ng, bon linh the sat cangdc ky cac
thir 46 dac. Nhung khéng Bt duoc cdi gi giandn, ho da toan tinh chdi. Thinh linh nét

Page 66 of 237



ngudi trong n ho trong thiy phia trong rt cai “cai chdng” c6 rét mleng va, lin bén
dung con dao nin cay tung méng vaay ra. Thi ra trongi6 c6dé hai cin “Hanh van
bao kip” —thtr sach thch ban, chir in nhd bang Ht cam— Ging nhr cai 6ng wra i, NQuoi
ay lién hi tréi lai dé giai ra dinh 6ng déc Véi tat ca dd vat caa minh.

Nguoi lai phong, ngoi linh cim loa va bn linh kiém soét i ct tiép tuc ai lam véc ry
nhu thuong.

Chirng nra canh am, arong mu ba khip bau trdi, ngon ra ¢ cac caydinh lidu da lui
Xxuong can mat dat anh sang@a hén ra sc Ga vang.

Dam ngroi vadam ku chdngs ngoaida chuyn hét ba phan tr vao turong, khudat cia
truong ch con b tho vai tram hoc trd. Téngon ao dn din nho bét.

Mt troi moc. Cac caydinh liéu ding vira chay Bt. Vil tru da khoi pluc canh trgng xinh
dep va mbng ménhua ban ngay.

May nghin hyc tro dia vi gidpda duoc vao trong gin hét. By gio nguoi ta moi lai goi
dén nhitng ngroi l0c nayda goi mot lan ma chra thay vao.

Quyén cia Van Hc bi dat & dudi cudi cuing, cho nén tén changaplgoi sau bt.

Sau khi chang vao khcira, canh @a vi gidp Ien bi khoa hi. Quan trong va fit ca cac
nguoi tuy phaideu theo @&a chinh vao nha fip dao. Llcay tat cd hoc tro vi giapdong
leu da xong.

Nhiing ¢t gan nha Thp dao d& b nhirng ngrodi vao trde chiem hét. Chang toadem
léu radong ¢ phia ngoai cung. Nimg kho qua, cai khutat ay, lGc nay con la it coi
bién thuy 6 hoang, cac dng vaoutfc dem ba ¥in chrong tudn @ radd, mui theo ngn
gi6 dua ra ngt ngao, khong thnao ma ctu cho wi. Chang 4i léch théch vac éu chéng
di lung khip cac méng dat phia trong.

Trong mét cai Bu ¢ gan vi hitu bdng c6 téng oi:

—Pao Van Hc? Anh tim ai maak dat thé.

Nghe rd ttng Nguyn Khic Man, changiap:

— Toi di kiém mot chd dong Eu, chr khdng tim ai!

Khic Man néi 6n:
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—bén day! Chd nay con éng! Mau l1én!

Van Hac mirng qué, changdi deo caaid dac lai chd gan 1éu Khic Man. Nhanh nhu,
Khac Man d& b léu chdng trén vai Van & xuong dat. Coi hét may nuoc day ching,

thay Iay sau chic gong lBu cim lam hai hangde cho Van Hc vit nhrng dau gong sau
vao cacnng rong oc. RO mot ngudi trai 4o Bu lop 18n, ndt ngudi demddi 4o bi che kin
haidau. Bén phia gocdu daduoc Khic Man déng Bn céi @c nho nlé va neo Bn chiéc
gong Bu vaoda, cho khi c6 gi6,du khoi lay chuyén. Van Hc lién dem céi chéng ké vao
trong Bu, 10i chang sangél Khic Man, gio bo da lradanh ira hat thibe.

Chiéc leu bén anh, Bng thay c6 khoi b nghi ngut. Van kic tréng la b chay, i chay
ra coi. Nheng khong phi. Nguoi ta dot vang. Ong chiléu ay sy 6 oan bin theo vao
treong thi bao oan, nén phdung thr 1€ ay tien hp. Chang nim aroi va quay vaodu aia
minh.

Mot hoi trong cai tr trén choi canh gt giong dwa xuwng. Trong vi fic thi hién ra énh
tuong nton nhao.

Khic Man n6i wi sang éu Van Hac:

— CO phii tréng “radau bai” d6 khong?

Van Hac git dau:

— Chs con téng gi bay gy?

R4i chang nd trap By bat va lop mec demdén cai nhadp cotd gan nha Thp dao.
Hai chiéc long xanh vaioi mé fiu s&ng giic vira rdc quan giam trong dé diéu ¢ nha
Thap dao di xuong. Nhr hai dong éc chay sau chic thuyen chay manh, dam hpc tro
duongdung lat dat reé sang hai bédé cho mit dat ho ra nbt conduong 1oNng. Bang dang
diéu hung ding, dngdé diéu di thing dén truge cai nhadp cot trao & gidy yét dau bai
cho ngroi lai phong dan lén khungihg, i ngai déng dc quay ra vaai 1én nha Thp
dao dé di coi sOc véc truong.

Hang nghin bc tro trong vi nht t& xam ki trudc bang, k& doc ngroi viét.

Khoa nay ndi doi phép thi, K dé nht thi bang kinh ngfia. Hai bai trugn 1a:

Luan ngi: Tac ha d tai?
Manh Ti: Vi thién ha dac nhan.
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Nam bai kinh thi:

Kinh dich: Bat mao d ky vung chinh cat.
Kinh thu: Dung nhr tac chan 8p.

Kinh thi: Nam &n hiru dai.

Kinh 1&: Tuyén hién dir ning.

Kinh Xuan thu: Gp Té nhan minh vu U.

Van Hac khdng chép, chang thham qua ndt luot rdi tré vé 1éu. Hoc tro ¢ trude nha
bang cin dan tin mac, ai Ay tro lai chd & caa minh i cai dang b lo ngai nhieu hon vui
Ve.

Trén chéc choi canhy goc vi giap, quan ngsi gio. chiéc tay 4o liing thung (ﬂXUOI’lg
dudi vi dua ra ndt hoi cho che khéng rd 1a riimg tiéng gi. Tic thi ngroi anh 4o pp ké
loa vao mg¢ng va thét:

— B6 truyén 9 ta? Ai & 1éu niy, khdngduoc nhbn nhéo chy di chay lai.
Nhung ma trong vi &n ar nhdn nhéo nkr thuong.

Giay lat hoc trd vao Bt cac Bu. Biy gid ca truong déu im phing phic. Van Hac Ui hai
chép cadau bai vao mit manh ghy. Rdi chang bé §i ngoi nghi khdng bét nén lam it
ca bay bai hay chnén 1am hai bai. & vi theo phép, k kinh ngha tuy nlirng biy caidau
dé, nhung ch nhitng ngroi kiém tri moi 1am tt ca con ai chuyén kinh thi ¢tam hai bai:
mot bai truyén va ndt bai kinh trong By baidd, mun lam bai naoing duoc.

Véi hoc trd, chuyén kinh 185l phd théng, con kiém trthi 1 ndt sy dac bigt. Nguoi nao
dai tai, viét hai bai in con thra sic, thi by viét ca bay bai cho oai, ngodi nao Vit van tuy
nhanh, nixng i van khéngdugc xuit sic réu 1am hai bai ¢ khdngda phé, thi b ciing
viét bay baidé tréng vao s rong rai @ia ngoi bat quan wdng, 1a vi nling quyén kiém
tri, bao g ciing dugc chim néi hon nhitng quyén chuyén kinh @t chat. Van Hc moi
ngay \an chuyén kinh Thi va 6t hai khi c6 1am kinh Bch, hém nay vi thy miy baio
céac kinh kia @ng khdng khodm, y chang g@ng mubn lam a.

Nhung lai so khdngdu thoi gior, nén changan condian do. Khic Man thinh inh @i
chang va bi:

— Nay anh Hc?Dau dé khoa nay ra khéday nhi. C6 phii trong biy baido, trir bai Xuan
thu, sau bai kigéu cé y nghia \€ viéc “dung nhan” @ khéng?

Van Hac ngdi & 1éu minh néi sang:
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— Phii rdi! Toi ciing nhin thay nhu thé. U thi dinh naodamay, cé tié méi hop voi canh
thi cu.

— Trong hai bai trun, anh lam bai nao?.

— T6i van chra dinh.

— C0 tai nlr anh thi nén lam bai lam ngr cho 6 ra vin dan anh, ch toi thi toi xin by ca
non. Vi toi, bon chir “Tac ha d tai” khé quadi mat? Viét sao chatuoc ré nghia chir

“Tac” chir “Tai”!

— NO ding chra kho kang bai kinh Thi. Téi tinh kinh ngh madén “Nam sn hiru dai”
thi ac vo fan.

— Tré thi bai kinh anh lam kinh Thi hay kinhi&h?

— CO Eti & lam .

Khic Man ra & ngac nhién:

— Ai cha! Lai kiém tri 42 Anhdinh ar6p lay tha khoa saatay?
Van Hac vira aroi vira dap:

— Tha khoa hay khdng ata bét, nhung ky nay téi qugt phai [ay bon chit “uu”. Con anh,
anh lam bai nao?

Khic Man n6i gbng chua chat:

— Cb nhién 1a bai “Tugn hién di nang”, chr bai nao ra. Xwa nay tdi ¥n chiu nede van
dan em, chlam kinh L& ma théi, khéng dandung dén kinh Thi, kinh Och nhr anh.
Nhung theo y ti, &u déu hon t6t 16i. Anh quyét phai 1y bén “uu”, t6i chi cin bon cai
“tha mudi” 1a dugc. Vay ma chra chic... chra chic thing bbn “uwu” @b hay 1a thing bbn
“tha mudi” sé& do.

Van Hac Wi vang noi kng dang khac:

— Théidung ndi Bm, viét di. Kéo madén chiéu khéng xong, ting cai no thic vadit, lai
sap viet licu viét linh.

Ngoai trong, tiéng trong ca ring @i ltc moi mau, nfac ngra nkHn nhip dua ki. Trén
choi canh @a vi ta bong c6 tengam 6e lam cho hai ngyi déu im cau chu§n dé lang tai
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nghe. Thi ra béfy c6 ngroi hoc trd w van ding ngoai éu, bi quan ng sk tréng thy,
ngai truyén cho linh radnh ca mat.

Tan cc on &o, Van Hc bat dau 1am bai. @ng nhr Idc tp vin ¢ nha, chang khong ph
giap, nghidén dau vit lubn vao qugn déen day.

Mt troi [8n khoi dau bac phen ira & phiaddng tnrorng chang \ra viét xong hai cau phéa
thira aia bai tru;én trén chéc choi canh @a vi giap, wra c0 tﬁng bao hgu “nhat trung”.
Cho cho mec réo, changéscudn quyén van lai, bo vaodng quyén, di bao Khic Man:

— Pi ra lay ddu nhit trung chir anh.

Khic Man tra 161 bang giong luong cubng:

— Anhdi truéc! Toi chra viét duoc chir ndo &.

Chang noi anii:

—Puoc! Con $m chan! Anh ¢ thong th. Birng Wi. HEé vi thi viét hay Bm.

R6i chang thu &p bat mrc vao yén vateodng quiyén dén nha Thp Dao.

Canh hirc rao rira caodén khoi ron, bon linh phuc dich tip np di lai. Trén chéc chiéu
dan ap xanh, my nguoi lai phong to vo ngi canh homan va cdi lép son.

Hoc tro chra c6 ai i, chang la ngoi thir nhat trong cc “lay dau nhat trung”. Nhy vay,
chang khéng ph mat cong clr doi. Sau khi qugn vin dadua qua lic rao nira,trao tay
cho nt nguoi linh dé han dem vao cho ngpi lai phong git . an, tirc thi ngroi lai phong

ay dong cai du do vao cwi dong chir viét do & giita trangdau va hi dua ludn té chang.

Vi chiéc 6ng qu;en lang ling dréi co, chang ¢ gan dén Iéu minh, ndi gap mot vai
nguoi tré ra. Vao tu changdi binh tnh viét tiép tir doan khai géng tro xudng. Gin trea,
changda viét xong ndt bai Luan ngt, mot bai kinh Thi va gn hét bai kinh Och, Khic
Man van con ling ting trongtli, khong tAy ndi ning gi @.

Chang guc:

— Trra i, anh khong rady dau “nhat trung”, ctbc niraddng naroi lai phai chau chec
mat thi gio.

— T6i m5i viét duogc hon mpt dong, & dem By dau coduoc khdng?
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— Khdngdugc. Phii viét du hai dong udi, hay kém vai cti. Chir viét it qua i phong
khéngdong diu.

Khac Man lai hoi:

— Trpng,quén da c6 du “giap phung'déng¢ gitra khe trang trén trangrdi, con dung
gi dén dau “nhat trung” ma ngeoi ta kat chding minh riit cng nat viéc vé n6?

Chang aoi vadap:

— Anh khoéng hu &2 Cai du “giap phung” ét dé giir cho k& gian khi thao nhitng © tir
trang thr hai tiy xuong, ma thay caastkhac vao. Condll “nhat trung” 1adé ching ring
quyén d6 viét ¢ trong trong, khéng phi |a viét sin & ngoaldua vao. Bi thé nguoi ta
mai bat chiing minh Vit do thi dem quyén di dé 1y dau 4y? Nheng thoi, anh \ét di,
dung ndéi chugn nixa..

Khac Man lai guc xudng trap, én than ¢ém trng nét va an tng chr. Ching nira giv
sau, vét duoc nbt mot dong rira, chang rii cuéng quit b quyén vaodng i di.

Van Hac viét xong bai kinh ch va hai € trung @ cia bai Manh Tir, moi thiy Khac
Man it ta chay vé vai bo mit do gay. THy tho va néi vaodu Van Hc:

— Khd qua? Ch doi tir biy dén gio, msi xin dugc mot ti son. Anh vt dén bai nao &i?
Van Hac dap:

— T6i da viét ¢én bai thr ba.

Khic Man ludng cung:

— Chét chira! Anh viét dugc ba bai &i! T6i mai viét duoc cé vai dong.

Van Hac ngra nhin |én i va anui:

— Bay g mai gan trea thoil Anh @& viing da, khéng nén &i réi.

Hai ngroi cung im, 1au lau @t lic, Khic Man lai goi Van Hac va hi:

— Nay anh KHc? CR diu giap phungiing phii bo tréng diy nhi?

Van Hac vira viét vira tra 1oi;
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— DAu nhit trung ndi phai bo tréng, diu giap phung thi bt dé Ién.
Khac Man vd tay xubng chéng mit caidanhdép:

— Théi ctét. Thé thi by me toi rdi?

Van Hac ngac nhién Ioi:

— Lam sao?

— T6i b tréng cd dau giap phung khdng é. Bay giy viét dé 1én céi du ay roi xoa
nhitng chir dudi di, cd dugc khéng?

—O? Tre ra anh khdng thic treong quy a! Chung quantid gidp phing ing nhr
chung quanh &l nhat trung va cac handau hang ¥, khongduoc do (xéa) di (sot) cau

(méc), @i (chixa), bt chir ndo. Nu aidd, di, cau, éi vao nhing chd do, tirc 1a thip
tich.

Khac Min vodau vo tai:

— Vay thi bay gb t6i lam tk nao? Tbi oi?

RSi thiy lai hoi:

— Ho cAm d6 di cau @i vao nhing cld d6 lam gi cho kb nguoi ta the nay!

Van Hac cit ngha:

— Ay, 1a ngroi ta giit gian. Vi & c6 k¢ thong \6i quan trong, ¢6 ydo di cau @i vao
nhiing ctd d6 dé danh du cho quan trong bét quyén cia minh. Nleng c&ido ding la

ngh quan. Thece ra, réu cO ngroi nao thdng @i quan tong, thi o danh du vaodau
chang duoc, or gi phii may chd d¢6. Théi anh mau madé mot quyén khac bi di canh

quyén di vay!

Khic Man bay gIG ruot gan Bi nhu canh . Thay mo trap Ay tap gidy lénh, @p Voi vang
d6 hon muoi to va de gidy xe hai i & that chic. Sau khiid ém nghiéng ) XUOng mat
trap cho 4p gidy ay khoi so le, thy dem © phongdat [én mit n6dé 1am ndu dui bbn 15
|&. Van Hac lai nhic:

Page 73 of 237



— Anh nk§ déng quyn chodung phép nhe’)@ngang chia lam sau dong,uehnt dong
lam gay. B doc chia lam #m quéing, ba quéntjiu, cwi va gira ding phii dai bing hai
quéng xaud.

Khic Man hit haang:
— Chut rira anh khéng noi thi t6i chi&mgang ra lamdy dong.

— Khongduoc, phii gap sau, chra mbt dong lam gay conam dong, khi Vét lai chia lam
sau. Tk mai duang phép.

Khic Man déng xong, thaodly to mat quyén oii, nién canh, quan tkra dong “cung khai
tamdai” cho khoi 1am. Roi chang b vaodng quyen lai den nha Thp dao xin diu gidp
phung. ay gio, chung quanhix rao @a nha Thp dao, hoc tro keoden dadong, plﬁn
nhiéu xin diu nhat trung, nhrng ding cO rAm bay nguoi dem qun xin “canh”. Khic
Man phii doi d6 hon nra giv, cai quyn cia thiy dua vao néi dugc dua ra. lat dat, thay
dem & 18u, viét caidau dé bai truyen vadoan pha thira dia baiay, roi lai dem quyn dén
nha THp dao lan litadé 1ay dau nht trung.

Van Hac da viét dén doan két ty cua bai kinh 2.

Theo thi ty trong qugn cua chang, thi né la baidmam. Vi sy Khic Man 16i rudt,
chang phi ndi la myi viéet dén bai thi tu.

Mat troi ta ta, KHic Man viét gan xong bai Mnh Ti, vira ket trang dr6i cua © thir hai
trong quyn. Tke la hai & dinhden dau son, thy viet qua bi. Tu day tré xuong, reu cé
lam 15, x6a I, cr viéc xé t naydi, thém & khac vao khong gindi canh qugn na.
Kiém dieém mot luot, thay trong nhirng trangda viet, khong c6 ch nao plam treong quy
thay ming 16 bao voi Van Hac:

— Thoét an r6i? Taoda viét qua hai thir nhit va thr nhi i, maya?

Van Hac vui \é:

— Kh& Em. Téi ding d& lo cho anh. Nhng anh d@ng phii nhanh 1&n. §p t6i roi day.

Khac Man viét not caudong aia bai truygn, 1i v lay chiec diéu caydat moi thudc lao
vaodo, thay vira giv hop da hra, danh ira hat thwc, vira ngh bai kinh.

Bay gio trong lung da thiy d6i nhu cao, thy hoi Van Hac:

— Anhd&an uwng gi chra?
Page 74 of 237



Van Hac tra loi:

—ba! Tir ndydén gio, tdi van vira viét viraan. Nhin an ma vét thi chu saoduoc.

Khac Man néi thém:

— Toi Wi quéa, chra kip n wng gi G.

RO thay mo trép By nhiing @m nim banh gio, tit rang, cl trau, phing ®m, tron mt
vira nhai ¥ra nwt chap chwi. Sau khida ngra © doc qui bau be vao néing, va slc ong
oC may cai, thay lai cam dau giap may cau ndr caa bai thir hai.

Mat troi lui xuong dau birc phén ira phia tay. Kic Man moi gidp dén doan trung ¢ cua
bai kinh. Trén choi canh thinh lidem mot tieng tiong. Trong teong loang thoang co
nguoi do 1eu.

Van Hac duong dém nhiing ctd x6a, sét, méc, dre, dé viét vao dréi chit “cong quyen
01", chot thay Khac Man goi hoi:

noi”,
—Pa tbng thu quygn rdi dy phai khdng?

— Phii tréng thu qugn day.

— Sao b thu quyn s5m thé?

— COn $m gi rita, mit troi sap Sra kin rdi.

— Anh xong clra?

— T6i xong bi. Anh ding d& xong 6i chi?

— Naoda xong. Hay con nguyena’nbal kinh chra V|et dugc dong nao ét, t6i msi nghi
duoc hai \é trung @, con giap ratd. Anh phii nghi ndt cho tdi hai ¢ hau 6 va miy cau
két ty. Néu khong thi toi tu.

— Nhung t6i khong quen et kinh Ngha kinh L&, sy viét khong hayd hong, 16i anh hi
do cho toi.

Khic Man cang bi roi:

— Khdng hay @ng duogc! Tuc quyn thi théi.
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Van Hac ra b ai naai:

— Thé thi dugc! Anhdua bin giap nling doan caa anhda nghi cho toi coi quabé toi
ngH tiép, kéo nd khong kn voi nhau.

Khic Man _ngra mit trong |én choi canh, ﬁly tén linh canf@uong nganh mit sang phia
bén kia, tiy lién vo tron an giap @a minh Bi liéng sangéu Van Hc. Nhit nim glay
ay, Van Hac gio ra nhin qua gy dongs dudi, rdi lai vo lai va liéng sang & Khic Man.

Tréng céi trén choi Bi ltc mdi mau. Nhc ngrad ngoai b rao ndi lic mdi thém nion
nhip, day éu phia nha Tip dao mbi ltic mdi thua dan. Biy nhiéu @nh trong déu nhr lira
d6t vao king Khic Man. Thay cim dau nhin & gidy giap, vét lia viét lia khdng kp chsp
mat.

Hoi tréng thr nhat d& gip het. Hoc trd trong teong lii luot deo Bu deo chdngi ra. Van
Hac nhan lic nbn nhéo chy thot sang ¢u Khic Man dé dua cho tlﬁy to giay giapdoan
hau ¢ cia bai kinh 12 ma chang ngtho. Khiac Man khéng ngdién to gidy y va ding
khéng ki ban da cho minh xong afa.

Trong céi trén choigi cang bn ra. Trong trong, tdi d& nha nhem, &t nhin khong thy
nét muc trén gy, by gio thly méi ngang 1én, iy bo da lra trao cho Van bkt va noi:

— Anhdanh 19 to6i cai kra!

RO cli xudng ctb thang chdng, @ lay mot chiéc ong tred&o nhpn ma ngrdi ta VAn goi
la apc cam ren, thay dong xwbng cto dau chéng va @am cay ren vaodo.

Van Hac viradanh Ira, chang tip than {ra vao cai i giy roi thoi cho biing va cham
vao ngn ren ay.

Khac Man viét hét hai \ khai giing thi vira hét mot hoi trong thir nhét. Dip trong ki
khoan thaidiém tirng tieng not. Thi giv khi ay méi chdng lam sao!

Truéc mat Khac Man hinh nhr n6dadi nhu tén bin, thay vira viét xong hai ¢ trung ©,
tieng tong da lai don mau. Lwng gio thinh [inh thi vao trong éu, lam cho ngn ren tat
phut. Cuwong quyt thy so bo do danh fra. Viradanh vra hoi Van Hac:

— Hdi trbng nay ngn hon hbi tréng trede, co phai khdng anh?

Van Hac dap:
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— Tai anh i réi trong hung, cho nénudng 1a nd ngn, thee ra i nao ding nhr hdi nao.
— Anh hio lay gi 1am ngr ma kb danhduogc déu thé?

— CO ngr chir. Anh khéng bt d6 thoi. Cai ng cua cac bi trong cH c6 mroi bay dong
tién Gia Long. Khi it dau danh ndt tiéng thr nhat, ngudi linh cdm canh ém muoi bay
ddng tién Gia Long bayitng dong mbt cho thanh it hang. Bay xongn lai 1an luot
nhic tirng ddng Mot 1&n tay, khi nao nit hét ca muoi bay dong, moi danhdén tiéng thr
hai. Ri han bo lai mét ddng, con nedi sduddng, ki dem bay, x6a niatruéc. Bay xong
x6a xong nxdi sduddng iy méi danhdén tiéng thr ba. Gr mdi tiéng tng Hin lai rat di
mot ddng nhr thé. Rut chodén khi hét ca muoi bay dong tién, thé 1a Rt mot hdi tréng.

Lira chay, Kiic Man cham vao ngn rén. Bay gio chang vét dén doan cia Van Hc lam
ho. Troi lai toi den nhe myc. May caydinh liu lai bi dot chaydungdung. Ginh trong
dém quadi dien lai mot lan nira.

Cho cho Khic Man viét dén dong “@ng quyén ndi”, Van Hac moi ra o 18u, bo bc céc
thir d6 dac.

Hoi trong thr ba giic mau, Ktic Man wng xong niing chi x6a, soét, mdc, dra va vEt
ra ckd cubi quyén. VAan Hic lai sang @ 1éu thu %p dd dac ho ban.

Hali ngrorl vtra ©i nha THp dao, ngroi lai phong thu quén daduong nang ap hom
quyén va ﬁp day lai. Tat ta, Van Hac, Khic Man cung rat qu§n van trongdng va trao
cho hin. Tiéng tr6ng cwi cung vra drt, ngroi lai phong l&n khoa homdi. Mot ong @
gia lat dat dem quyn dén noi, thi chd 6 khéa vira bi gian gy niém phong. Ongy nan ni
kéu van ngoi lai phong hay i hom radé cho quyn vian caa minh vao trong. &h ding
ra & thuong hai 6ng a1. Nhung hin khéng giam béatniém phong, va néi:

— Th 1a $ cy khéngdd, cu danh Iong dy. Bay giv néu téi my hdm ma b quyén cia ax
vao, thi tbi 8 phai tu mot gong.

Céi hom Ién bi bon linh it sat khiéng vao trong nha hdao.

Ong @ kéu khdc ic ng, cd xdng |én nha Tip dao dé liy cai @5 tudi gid ma xin quan

truong gia an cho minh. Nimg ding khdngdugc. Quan teong chi uy lao ong @ may
cau, bi sai linh din ra.

Viuadi 6ng a1 vira kéu:
— Khén ran! T6i thi ¢& vra mroi khoa, ban Bt cira nha réng dat vé viéc khoa &. Binh

di mot khoa nay fra thi théi. Bay gi lai bi ngaai ham, co ki hay khéng?
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Van Hac ch miat Khic Man va noi:
— Hu via! Ch cham mot budc, thi tao ngei ham vi may!

Khic Man nhin ring aroi x0a. Ri theo &nhia aia caydinh liéu, hai ngroi cling & nha
tro.
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L éu chdng (1939) — Cirong 9

Anh ning da luon qua khe ¢a $ chiéu vao san gac. # byi thi nhaudua gbn trong
nhitng lubng sang tim xanh.

Con Nhai 8 sangdua ngn chbi lta quét qua it gac, bi nd ron rén nhc chiéc diéu ngd
thoi hét ba thuc tanddém vadem ban che au ra lau.

Van Hac van 6m ¢ Phgng réim trong m chin nhigu d6. Canh chang, réit tam chin
nira ding duong pha kin hai ngroi: Bui Boc Cung va cé Cuc.

Gian gacinh mich nhr toa méu o ¢ giita canhiong khdng, ngoi ta cé tie dém duoc
nhirng dp déu déu aia kon hoi tho.

Thé la trong nmrdi ngay chy doi xem hing aia ky dé nhit, Van Hac ding nhr Bdc Cung
d& ving nha to dén saudém lién. Khi bi anh em 16i kéo, khi thistchang 16i kéo anh em,
trong sautémdo, dém nao changing & phd hang Lo, cai roi daduoc thién h dat tén 1a
“rirng son pAn”.

Tuy né chila chugn “phlng trrong tac H’, chang khong chung tinlsvmot nguoi nao,
nhung trede nhitng cwe rugu nong, dé béo, chan@n dugc phin dong ch emdé vao
mét xanh. R trong chang la #ng hoc tro cé téng, hy thich changin noi c6 duyén, rt
la ho yéu ngon chu oia chang nku tiéng tai tinh tracdc.

Lan la Ft nha naydén nha khac, caimphong hoata 1am cho chang thanh ngj bé tha.

bao Phrong la ngroi gap chang sau cung, song la nguoi mén chang tir nhat. Moi
duyén I6i ng6 gira chang ¥i nang ndi bat dau trong ba Ba nay, nieng nangta dung
hét cach khon kéotm nha ngh dé giir changd luén nha minh.

Khing khit Wwi changdé lam gi? Nangia thra biét chang ndi cudi vo, hon nita, nang
con ngheing, w chang wra nhan &c, vira rét na, Wi chang ft tuong dic khéng co khi
nao nangdi dai dot ma hong mong chang shut an tinh cho minh.

Chi vi & bén tai nang, chang ladtrtay danh & ngroi ta bio ring khoa nay it dinh 14
chang phi dd khéng thi khoa thi éng & nguyén. ¥ lai, tir khi changdén nha nang, &t
nangda trong tiy chang boi Ku vadanh 6 tom. Khdng cac t tdm nao ma chang
khong u chi chi, khdng é@e boi kiéu nao chang khongda do6 mot, hai van, co khi chang
dugc ¢ “ta my” hogc “tam fing” nira. V6i nhitng dicu ay, nang cang ¢tt raing muoi
phan changid ca muoi. Theo s kinh nghém caa cac q noi lai thi nha cédao ding
giéng nhr nha clira tro, khoa naatuoc cé éng khéch thid, tirc 1a trong nha lann phat
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tai. Va ir khoa sau tr di, hoc tro € dua nhau tindtén nha minh ma érhay hat. Bi vi
nguoi ta cho la cai nha c@i cho sr thi ar. Trai lai, nha nao khong ¢ ab, nguoi ta $
bao cai nha khong hay, khoa sau du cé@ tttinh ding khéng ai thendén ara.

Cai sr thi ddu caa chang quandwéi nang nir vay, cho nén nang phcd kiét ma niu dy
chang.

Trudc ar &n dn chiéu ddi cia nang, 6 nhién chang khéng codtaat tinh madi. Luén
trong ba ngay troc day, chang khdngédwé dén nha to. Haidém tiréc, d8m ndo, chang
vabéc Cung €ing thic chodén sang beh wi tiéng dan, téng hat va nting cuc nrou
quay thia. Nimg dém vira i, vi 8 gidp ngay radmg, $ ring thic qua, khi vao trong
s3 hai cho sr viét vian, cho nén chang phgiuc Béc Cungdi nga tir lic nradém. Gic
ngi b&o thu ¥n khac Wi giac ng1 thuong, tr ntadém chodén bay gb, hai ngroi déu
kéo bt mach khdng ai ga ay.

Con Nhai lau xongm chén, nédi rén réndi xuéng nha aai, miac hai cd ch nga tiép
hai 6ng quy khéach.

Chi hang xdi chao 10 0 éh dén treée ara va quai rim rao niy tiéng chua Idm, lam cho
Pdc Cung git minhdanh thét. Changdh tung clin ngi dy, dui mat trong ra ngoaiea
roi néi mot canh gng $it:

— Chét chira? Bay gb 1a bao gb roi?

C6 Cuc @n acai van minh niy céi vadap:

— Hay con ém chan! Ng thém Iuc ira. Voi gi anh!

Dbbc Cung ngap @t tiéng dai, bi tiép:

— Mit troi d& %0 vao miit ma con 1aém. T thi khéng con bao gila trua!

Tuc thibBéc Cung it tét chin cia VAn Hic va gi:

— Day di may! Trea lam r6i?

Van Hac mo choang hai it va git:

— May lam céi gi ma riimg 1én tté! Trua thi mic trua, tao én gi.

Pbc Cung néi Bng giong dm o:
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—Pi Ién nha to sip sra khin géi ma ¢ véi vo! Cha lam gi!

— Tao long a”?

— Cai & hoc hanh nkr may chi hong thi “vao” Wi ai?

— Néu tao ma Bng ky nay, thi @ truong khdng con ting nao “vao” ibi.

R6i d6, Van Hic ading rat cai canh tay ghduong b ¢6 Phrong i dau va n@i nhom
day.

C6 Phrong ding diy va gi con Nhai iy nuéc rea mit.

Tan cwc tra $m, Van Hic, béc Cung &m sra khin 4o toanti, cd Phrong, c6 Cuc nfit
dinh niu hi va noéi:

— Céac anly dgayan chao cada.
Hai ngroi cung mt myc tir chdi:

— Thc‘)idé‘cho chiing todi, keo trea. HOM nay la ngay raabg, bay gi hay cons day,
ciing la lieu finh lam roi...!

Hai a van kéo néo:

— Trua Wi s6m thi lam gi?én chitu xem king ding duoc. Bing vin conday, chr ai da
cat di dau mit. C4c anh cing dd thi aidd, em clic nhr vay. Khéng én phii xem bing
nia.

R4i 4 nam ldy mot chang. kb thi nhau it khin, @i 4o hai chang va kéo vao4rh

Con Nhai wra xach |érd6 mt nai nrou Isn. N6 gét hai brc chin nhiéu vao phong va rig
chicc mam chan gura phin. Ke den thing kep I€ me bung Ién vadat vao mam rt con
ga lwc dung trong ndt chicc dia sr rat [6n. Roi thi ching n6 & sra vaodo tat ca cac
thr bat,dda thia, chén va néll nhirng moénan khac.

— Nao! Mvi hai anh vadii. Moi ngay chiing em khong dandng rwou, nhrng hém nay
nhat dinh tiép voi cac anh rt bra thit say.

Pao Phrong Wra noi vira kéo Van Hc, BDéc Cung vao anh chéu ruou va giic dao Cuc:

— CHhi r6t rwou ra. Sao € l6ng ngéng mai
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Van Hac vira aroi vira noi:
— Udng thi wng, én gi!
R6i chang nganh nhinbéc Cung:

— Néu nhr ngay nao céc gftiing cé Ho tam tié nay, thi chdng minh déhg phii thi cir
lam chi cho nhbc.

Hai chang kn ngbi Ién phin. C6 Cuc nhanh rl, lau tay nlic dia tht ga ra @. Co
Phrong cam nai rrou do ra cai bat gta mam, éi v chiec thia muc rat thiaday, va hoi
c6 Cuc:

— T6i mudn chbc anhay nha chy mot thia, codugc khdngday?

C06 Cdc xua tay:

— Khéngdugc. Khéngduge. Ch mudn arép chbng aia tbi hay sao?

C6 Phrong Mira éim thia ou vira aroi:

— Chi da ndi tt¢, thi téi arp cho ma xem.®ng chra, phen nayaly luén hai clong mot
lGc.

R4i nangdua thia trou [&én méng Bbc Cung:

— Moi chdng xoi ruou!

Pbc Cung gt thia rou ra va noi:

— bay t6i khdng lam dbng 1§, nghe khéng?

C06 Phrong Van ardi:

— A, anh con dt trinh tiét véi chi &y nha anh? Théi ththi em tty vé véi chdng di vay.
R4i nangdd thia rgu Ay vao bét, di mac thia khac va chiart miéng Van Hic:

— Nao anh #&i ruou voi em.

Van Hac wvira aroi vira noi:
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— Ai mat miii ndo ng nrou voi Mot ngudi vo dadi ve trai?
C06 Phrong lai cuoi:

— Ong Drong L& cho w di véi ban ludn trong ba #m conduoc, hubng chi ti ndi ve
ban cia anh nit cau. Thoi anh nit gian lam lanh.

Van hac chra Kp néi gi, drdi thang gac bng c6 téng chiy huynh huch. Con Nhai bt
hoang dén trudc cb Phrong:

— Thua ¢, digi ctira $ ¢6 hai 6ng naduong hoi 6ng Hac.
Van Hac voi hoi:
— Nguoi nhu thé nao?

— Hai ngroi 4y cung nmic 4o the, ndc da téng trko, mit dngdo ba tr, ba nim, mot dng
d6 hai kay hai tam.

bbc Cung nim mit Van Hac:

— May thi clét, mubn $ngdi trén cho maubé tao n@i day chu ©i thay may.
Van Hac i vang chy thut vao bwng, khép ludn &a lai.

C06 Phrong kio Nhai:

— May xubng noi \bi hai dngay, ¢ trén nay khéng co ai la dngakinhé!

Con Nhai vangdi di xuéng msi hét thang gac thid cé téng chan ngoi thinh thich di
|én.

Ai thé? bao Tiém Hng vabaoboan Bing, anh tit hai, va anh th ba ¢ia Van Hc.
V6i bd mat gian dir, hai ngroi xam xam budc dén trudge chiéu reou gitra khibbc Cung,
dao Phrong,dao Cuc B thia rou ding dy.

DPbc Cung troi cudi vo hoi:

— HOm nay & troi, trai gio lam sao maachai bacdi cungdi tim cai thu yén hoa? Gh
la cac badeéu dugc vao a.
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Poan Bing d6i ra dang b vui vé dap:
— Gom chira! D&é mot minh anh it choi, con ching t6i la §ca day.

Péc Cung @ing ardi, nhung khong noi gibao Phrgng, dao Clicdonda moi hai ngroi
vao gle va cung kinh rét hai chénréc bung lai.

— Xin moi hai ngai xi nuéc.

Tiém Hong vin nhinbbc Cung ting mbt bo mat ham ham.
— Thaing Hac nha toi tbn di dau 16i?

bbc Cung gi cach ng ngac:

— Anh Hac d raday u? H6m qua tdi nghe noi ardly vé quédén chiéu hém nay nfi ra
kia ma!

Poan Bing phi aroi:
— Théi anhdirng khéo w van. Toi chic n6 hi nGpdau quanhday.
Roi thay chi vao mamuou va tép:

— biia bat kia 6a né, c6 phi khdng? Nu khong, sao ba ngi lai c6 dén bon ddi diia va
bon céai bat?

Pbc Cung in noi king cach thn nhién:

— Chuing t6i ng duong ban tan §i nhau, khong Kiu vi sao & nhién tting kép lai don
thradiia thra bat. Héc gia n6 la caidiem hai baaien chvi. Vay xin hai bac vaday
uong nrou Voi toi ludn tre.

Pao Phrong, dao Cuc éngdéu lam b tréo kéo:

— Ching miy khi hai ngai quaddén day. Vay xin hai ngai hayam ngpi lai xoi rugu voi
ong Cungié chung emdugc hau tiep.

Tiém Hong cang cau:
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— Chuing t6i ang mwn wng m. Mép trou con c6 khi nao chérgu? Hwng chi hi
duoc udng Wi cac ch thi con tha kng nao bng Nhrng con eing chung toi ngi day
lic nira, thi trong @m phan, tt nhién cadtra crét ngat. Vadta chét ngat Ay ¢ nhién phi
|a thing Hac.

Poan Bing ndi xen:

— HAm nay i con dit nhaudén day, téi ding cHu cho céaiduc bé tha ¢a cac anh!
Tiém Hong arép 1oi:

— Chung t6i nbr anh ko thing Hac rang: doi con dai, mén choi chiang thiéu gi lGc. H6m
nay hay 4m di ra ara trerdong nhom qua caidmg xem sao.

Roi hai ngroi tir biét ding diy va xuwng thang gaddoc Cung dao Phirong, dao Clc
theo chan @n raden ara.

DPoan Bing quay 4i néi voi hai a:

— T6i xin hai ctiné 10i ching t6i, hdm nay hayih tha cho ting nay va tiing Hac. C6
muon giam ham chang no, caciaing nén cky dén ¢ém mai.

Hai a van khing khing mjt muc:

— Ong néi oan chiing em athgua, tir xwadén gio, nha em khdng cé dng khach nao tén la
Hac c.

Poan Bing ardi mia:

— Nao t6i céin va dau? Sao dhctr phai chdi mai?

ROi thay theo sau Tiém bhg lui thui clingdi vé phia era Nambdc Cung vatao
Phrong,dao Cuc cky cho hai ngoi di mot quang xa, @i cung |én gac. Ba ngyi déu
cuoi ra ruoi.

Van Hac cing vra md cira ¢ trong béng ra.

Chang ko dao Phrong:

— Gém? Céi bdng nha chsao madm mubi thé. Neu chim Idc rira, c6 & toi <8 bj né dot
chét. Hai 6ngay di den dau 6i?
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bao Phrong nhan nhy tra loi:
—bi xa lim rdi. Moi cac anh ¢ vao i rugu, khdng ngi gi nira.
bao Cuc ndi xen:

— Céc 6ng anhéeiing 1ong lrgng déy chir, e ma cai ng nét ghham him néi git anh
Cung, em @ teong hai ngai & pha dra buong @é bat anh Hc.

Dbébc Cung nhin it Van Hac:

— U réu ltcay thaing Hong, thing Bing & cay cira buibng ma vao, chidng ndibduoc
mayduong mim ¢ dudi gam giwong, thi may ¥ tri ra sao?

Van Hac bat cuoi:

— Tao tat vao cai réng may bay gt. bung ndi lao. Cbc nira lai sap ra ¢ra tedng ma
khao nhr thé! Nguoi ta rim ¢ trén girong, chy ai chui gm giwdng bao gb!

R6i chang ghé ngj vao phin va tép:

— Gia sir bay gio tao b bit qua tang, thi @ng dén 1 rado, chr 1am tré nao. Chung minh
ké ciing v phuc tht diy. Cac éndiy mang khdng oan. Aidi ¢én ngay ra bng Vin kéo

ly & nha cédao.

Péc Cung nlr khdng & dé v dén 1oi Van Hac. Chang mm mim ardi va ra B ngh ngoi.
DPao Phrong mac ndt thia trou, chibc cho Van Hc va néi:

— Cai s hém nay 1adi tai em it ca. Vay xin ta 13i véi anh nét thia.

Van Hac don Ky thia rou va néi:

— Chi & toi udng tr nhién, khéng &n phai thé. Chang toi 4t ghét cai kiu k& miéng hap
thia trou ¢ tay ngroi khac.

Van Hac duongdua thia trou 18n méng sip ubng. Béc Cung Bng nhindao Phrong va
cuol ngat ngreo:

— T6i nhy chi hdm cho 6ng kt mot cau.

bao Phrong vui &:
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—Vang? Xin anh ngrcau ham cho em.

bbc Cung Ien doc:

“Troi cao con Hc vay vung'”.

Van Hac ra i thich y:

— Puoc diy! Thang khadiy... Poc ndt xem sao?
DPbc Cung rungili doc tiép:

“Ai xui Hac trang vao trong gm girong?
Nghi dén ma throng”.

Van Hac nut voi hép reou trong méng va chivao miit déc Cung:

— Thing déu! Nhitng dra béo oar dau, sao hdmgnod khdng qgat chét mays trong
trueong thi?

bbc Cung @oi bao dao Phrong:

— Nheng ma théi, chdirng hdm ia. DBé toi chira lam Bn cau nedu. Roi téi cho nd nat
bai hat noi.

Van Hac ding axoi:

— Mubn gi thi gi!  ma ha chugn noi lao, thi mayting chét.
bao Phrong néi chém:

— Ci dé cho anhy lam.

— Nheng ma né @ néi khdng lam cé. & chdc nira |én @ra tedng, dgip ai nd éing doc ra
cho nghe. Ngoi ta tréng la chugn that.

Pbc Cung vn cuoi:

— U thi tdi ding dai x4 cho n6Dé né con vAc it vé qué thim vo. Néu toi cho né it
bai hat néi thi khong khéo né it ti.
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Cau chugn béngdua kéo daién khi gain hét mot bat rou 16n. Hai chang fit dau an
chéo.

Tan cwc ruou, hai changdi doi khan mic aodé di xem kaing.

bao Phrong,dao Cucdoi di theo. Nhrng ma Van Hc khéng nghe, chang néi:
— Néu t6i di véi hai ch, 15 gap anh hai va anh ta téi, thi tébtr di duong nao?
Hai a clng noi 6 kiét:

— Céac anhi cho chiing endi véi. Lén gin ara tirong, chling ematyt lai sau, khongi
gan voi cac anh fra, thi thoi cli gi.

Pbc Cung @ing ngin haia:

— Théi céc chciing nén tirong né,dirng theo no fia. Neu nhir cac chi 6 di véi no, thi
roi mai kia w nd xé xac no ra.

Roi hai chang biét haia cungdi 1én phia teong thi.

Luc ay bang da kéo bi. Hoc trd ding & dudi bang ddng nhr dam Hoi. Béc Cung ko voi
Van Hac:

— Haydén xem ing conda.
— May b pham hdy hay sao ma mda xem king con teée?

— Tao khong pém huy, nlung hinh nfx trong bai “Nam sn hiru dai”, tao viét chir tho
thiéu mat mot nét.

— May viét mudi miy nét?

Péc Cung wadi, vira lay ngon tay ngach ngang, ngach doc, i dap:

— Tao vét cd mudi bon nét.

— THé thi ding i, con théu gi rira, chir “tho” chi c6 mrdi bon nét thoi. Mra ©i bén

ngoai king con. Cai bng treo clng nganglau ngroi, phia tirée duong bi dadm ngroi
che kin. Van Hc bao boc Cung.
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— May thr lach vao, trong xem c6 ténatig Nguyén Khiac Man ¢ d6 hay khong. Hondy
no viet voi lam. Tao & nd pham truong quy, ru khong thi dng pram hay, hay la c6 dh
thira nét théu nét, clik khd madugc tron ven.

Ddc Congung bi. Roi dé Van Hac dimg doi ¢ ngoai, chang&lach quaiam ngroi vao
tan canh ang nfam swt mot luot tir dau dén cwi. Tat ca trong king, c6dd hai chuc tén
NQuoi.

~

Nguoi thi viét khongdu quyén, ngroi thi viét phai chix “hong” ma khdng “kinh khudt
nht bat”, co ngml dd, di, cau, & qua $ muoi chit, mdi ngudi mdi toi khac nhau.
Nhung khéng co tén Kit Man.

DPbc Cung 4i ¢b lach ra timién chb Van Hac:

— Khong bét N6 codugce vao hay khong, ¢ho bang con thi khdng #y c6 tén nd. Hai
chang Ién cung tén lai truéc bang vi giap.

Vira thait nhin trén Bng, da thy ténbao Tiém Hng.

Van Hac mirng reo:

— Anh Hai taadugc “vao” roi.

Poc not chodén cwi bang, hai changéu khéng thy tén minh, b beén dt nhau sangiea
vi at. O day ch thay tén Ngugn Khac Man vabaoboan Bing, khong c6 tén hai chang.
boc Cung chhbao Van Hac:

— Thing Man va anh TG magiugc “vao” roi kia kia khéng c6d tao Wi may bay kinh
ngha a.

ROi thang duong, hai changal dén coi bing vi hitu. Bén day msi thay cé ténboc Cung,
nhueng van khdng tly co6 tén Van Hc. Boc Cung 4i tréu Van Hc:

— Chic 1a may long.
Van Hac van viing c:
— May va tling Min con “vao” khi nao taaal bi hong.

(Bi kiém duyét bé hai Phap thujc.)
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Vira néi, hai changua lat dat tro lai dén ara vi , tréng gin bing, Vin khong tiy tén
Van Hac ¢ dau, licay chang ndi hoi ning, len bao boc Cung:

— CO B quan trong khdng it maya.
béc Cung chtay vao phia ati bang:
— C6 lva may mu, ciing tén may thi tén iimg déu kia a.

Van Hac nhin theo chtayDdc Cungda ch, qua nhién thiy c6 chir Bao Van Hc ding
trén hai dong dihcon “Son tay —bao nguyén”. Chandiem nhién noi:

— U, c6 thé chir. Néu tao ma hAng thi con tbi dat ndo rira.

Van Hac, Boc Cung vui ¢ quay ra cling v van trongdamdongdé tim nhing ngroi
quen bét. Nhung ma khéng #p ngroi nao, hai chang bérhg thiing di vé nha tp. Van
Hac viradi vira phan nan:

— Tao & bay gb chic dng anh &méing tan nic.

Pbc Cung anii:

— Khéng $. Tao xem hai ing anh may #ing con bét diéu. Ching n6 c6 gh maydi
nita, ding ch nhiec méc qua loa, ahkhong lam tan rn nhr nguoi khacdau. VA lai,
con phi né mat tao chir. Néu nhr chiing n6 tan rim v6i may, thi cé khac gi tan ah voi
tao?

Van Hac lam bam:

— Khéng bét dira nao théc mach ma céc Giyglai bict chting minh #m ¢ nhaay? Tao
do rang cH co thang Man. Boi vi cai thang déu ay xua nay vn cé cai tinh tang céng ah

thé.

— C6 E. Tao ding ngy n6.De roi hoi xem, réu qua phai né, thi chiing minhimg nén
trirng tri cho no cliva cai thoiay.

Pdc Cungduong sip néi tép, thinh linh nt bon d6 nam, sau ngoi nghénh ngangén
dén tradc mat.

Khi d& gin giap Van Hc, Boc Cung, lo van dit tay nhau, nh dinh ngin cin duong di.
Mot nguoi trong bpn trirng Nt va thét:
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— CAc anh c06 &t hay khdng? Lam saoy ngudi ta thé nay vin ¢ sim sip ¢dam vao?
Hoi rugu theo Wi tiéng thét bay raz sia, lam cho Van kt, Boc Cung bét ngaydo la
nhiing vi anh hung khong c6 téntrén king, ch chuc gay & vdi bat ky nguoi nao. Hai
chang ¢ phép xin bi, roi lanh ra hai ¢ duong dé cho pn do di 1én.

Di mot quang dai, wra gip Khic Man lai thui b&nduong, Wi bo mit thiu tHu. Van Hc
lién hoi:

— Thing naydi dau?

Khac Man khong ta 16i va ding khong them trong Iémdc Cung khong fu 1a vi e gi,
chang i tiep:

— Cai thing lam sao maal mit srng may xa 1én th? Khong ¥ sip srado dac ¢é mai
vao trong, ki con din xacdi dau?

Khic Man ding lai véi bo diéu him ham tic gian:

—bi dau may bi lam gi? Ong bo dirng x0. Vira moi dugc vao not ky da chrc 1én mit
voi 6ng phii khdng?

Hai chang khéng Bt y tt Khic Man ra sao, Van kt néi king giong ngic nhién:

— May dién day 4, tring Man? G5 sao tr nhién vo & lai chuc ca réng ca bi véi ching
tao?

Khic Man d6i giong mat né:

— Théi téi ding éim on anh. Anh cé longdt da gilp cho téi it doan “hau &” quy hoda.
Nhung ma toi clra pram huy, clra ki tu %i anha.

R6i thay lai viing ving di khéng quay 6 lai.

Van Hac phi ardi va giuc B¢ Cung:

— Théidi! Mic ké n6. H né tr tir thi chang minh chénan gi.

bi vai chuc brdc ngainh lai trong thiy Khic min d¢adi hoi xa. Van Hc hoi Béc Cung:
— May c6 bét lam sao khéng?
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— N6 trong no kong, nén n6 oan may pih no chir gi! Tao ding doan t, nheng hay &
im khong lao voi... Bé no khb cuc tir gio den chiéu, cho nd cha cai i tang congti da.

Dbbc Cungddong ot y ay:
— Tao dgingdinh tré.

Hai chang cuing quadéu lai, vira thiy Khiac Man di ré& ra i bo séngDbéc Cung héng
hdt:

— C6 E no 1r tir that maya!
Van Hac qua quyét:
— Thang ay khi ndo hi dam tr ti. N6 khdng phi dia c6 gan niathé. Hay ar thay no.

— Nhung sy né yén chi bhong va phat pin madi lang thangiau mit, ching minh
khong bét duong nao ma tim.

— U phai! Néu khéng bao cho né &ij 15 n6 kéodi, khéng kp vao tidng ngay mai, thi ra
chdng minh ac qua.

Hai chang kn lat dat tro lai, dudi theo Khic Man va gi:

— May khoéng bngdau, Man a! Bungdi ty tir ma nit mang oan!

Khiac Mén ding quay nit lai va néi ling giong cim tic:

— Ong co tr cai con...Pung tréu tét dng ma khong ra gi baydagiHai thing x5 14!
Hai chang cungwi sang sic.

— Thing ché! Cau gi chiing 6ng! Hayi tua throng ma xem. Cing tén tiing Nguyén
Khac Man thi tén con ché bang day a?

Khic Man cang lxgc rao cing va noi tht 16n:

— U1 Tén con chdtay! Hai con ché chi khéng plai mot. Con ché én & langbao Nguyén
va con cho coi lang Trac Lam.

Hai changiéu thay buc minh, nleng & dudi cho kip Khic Man, i noi bang giong
nghiém trang:
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— Sao anhal tuéng anh bng?

Khiac Man van cim dau di khdngdap. Van Hc, Béc Cung i véi:

— THé thi mit anhd coi Bing chra, hay la nii nghe thy nguoi ta néi?
Bay gio Khic Man méi dirng chan di:

— Tao coida ba in r6i?

— Anh coi nlirng ling vi nao?

— Tat ca bén vi.

— Vay ma khong thy tén anh?

Khic Man khéng néi ving Ang toandi. Hai chang @ng aroi:

— Thé thi anh mu rit r6i? Ba chir Nguyén Khic Mén I6n bing ci net ¢ bang viat ma
khong trong thy co kb khéng?

Khic Man cé y nghi ng:

— Cac anh ndi #t hay noi % tao?

— Noi that chir ai ndidua lam gi? Anh haydrlai ma coi.
Khic Man van nhit dinh khong tin.

— Tro lai dé chiing bay phnho 6ng thém rat me nita, phii khong?bung x? bay 6ng
ngan nay twi dau, khi nao phi ltra hai ttang ranh con!

Van Hac khong tit nhin ardi va khong bt néi thé nao cho Kiac Man tin. Béc Cung 6
gitt nét ndit drng dan va 6én én:

— Khong? Chung t6i khdong theriral anh lam gi. Bng co6 tén anh & day. Tro lai ma
xem, Bi cung t& vé nha to sip srado dac...

Khic Man khéngdé cho ndi 8t cau, IEn ging:

— Néu nhr khéng c6 tén tao, ching bay lam sao?
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Van Hac voi thé:

— Khéng c6 tén anh, ching t& sin cip trap cho anh $u doi.

Khic Man ndin ngr néi grong:

— U, 6ng bay kinh ngia maduogc hai thing nay teng trapdi hau, thi ding dangdoi.
ROi thay bén theo Van kt, Bdc Cung 4i néo truong thi. By gio hoc trodau & day ci,
ctra trrong cH con kra thra it ngroi. Hai chang dt Khac Man dén ara viat, chi tay lén
bang va lbi:

— Tén may hay tén con clkikia hy Man?

Khiac Man sung séng nhr nguoi chét rdi lai duge Hng lai, thiy ta nréc mit vira ardi
vira noi:

— Quai h! Thé ma lam sao ltic nay toi tromgn ba bn lrot déu khong thy ca? Hay c6
dia nao che @t?

Luc ay Van Hac msi cau:

— Cho n6 che it may &? Chng qua vi mayia qua han dic han that, cho nén hoaic
hai mat khong thy gi nra. Quandé tién! Lam an véi may nhuc ca chdng tao!

Pbc Cung ning thém:

— Thio nao ngay xa codira arép vang gira chy ma khong trong tly nguoi ndo. Thing
nay reu duoc thay vang, c6& n6 ding Hi mat nhu the. Thai ket ky nay thi 6ng nédi tro
nha khac! Khéngié cho néd chung, lan ca ching minh.

Khic Man nhin ring aroi khi.

— Bay giy cac anh néi sao tadirg phii chiu, chr tao cai sao choif hai cai méng ay?
Ba ngroi lién cuing quay .

Mt troi viradén dinh dau. Khi ti ¢a khdng 4nh lim. Trong pld, hang quéata raoam o.

Van Hac, Béc Cung vn chra tan on trc ardi Khac Man, hai changal tréu:
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— Bay gb chiing tao i hoi toi thang Man?
Khac Man bn [&n:
— U, tao condi gi nira, thi néi vt di.

— Sao may dam hétvanh Hng anh Bing ring chiing tao hat nha con Pitong dé cac
anhay di bat chang tao?

— Ai bao chiing bay ninthé?
— Chung tao Bt, chr phai ai bao. Khdng may hot thi con ihg nao vaatay?
— TH thi lam saatén ngay ra bng chidng bay an con bé tha?

— Bé tha ric ké chdng tao, \ic gidén may? lan nay tha cho:ih sau, con mackad nira,
chung ong ratudoi.

Ba ngroi vé& dén nha to. Van Hac, Bdc Cung vra nhé vao ¢a, Poan Bing lién néi bing
giong the thot:

— Thua hai ngaita !

Van Hac nin thit khdng dam néi gitdc Cung pha tro:
— Cha dam! Bim ngai! Ngai lam gi ma nghiém kbvay!
Tiém Hong cau may:

— Ngai diy qud bi. Chting tdidau dam nghiém kit voi cac ngai? Nhng khong hit
ngay mai cac ngai afinh thi rira, hay la hoadéen khoa sau?

bbc Cung Kt thac cau chudn bing mbt cudc ardi xda. Van He gia vo lang xubng nha

dudi, roi chang 8 bao thing nho nha to sip Sradd dac va din chi tro mua cac thce in,
lam s@n, dé ngay mai cho&hbon vao trong.
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L éu chdng (1939) — Cirong 10

Con ga éa nha hang x6mibdau gay téng thr nhit, dng chii nha to ¢ 1én nha trén
danh thrc nhirng 6ng khach tr.

Anh em Van Hc vabéc Cung, Klic Man haing hdt tung clin ngbi day. Truoc anh ira
dungdung aia ngn dém o trong tay ong aln, moi ngudi &y 6 cii mat tréng ra ngoai
san. Toi van con 6i mi mu. Miy tau la chéi sau nhatuong phi pch danh nhau §i
ngon gi6 bic. Hoi rét thiu dén tan xuong.

Lan lugt cham ira vao ndy doi dén trén niing chic quang treoung king ¢ dudi xa nha,
ong chi vui vé di xuong nha adi.

Thing nh nhanh nhu dé 1én day phn cua cac dng khach hai cébd 1o thando ring
ruc. Roi mot thang khaodem tiép vaodo tat ca mot bo khay chén va 6t am siéu mrdc
sOi.

Van Hac dich ra gira phan vira pha méc, vira khodc céi cin su su.

Ngoai san &n gio to, thinh thaing lai ¢ giot mua lach tachd xudng tau chii.

Ga gay gic, clpc tra Wra tan. Mt nai nrou va not mamdé an IU 10 tén 1én thay ch cho
bo 4m chén.

Ong chi vui cudi n6i voi bon khach:

— Thua cac ngai, hdm nay la ngay vapdé nhi cac ngai tuy khongah lam, nhrng toi
thanh tam &a thém naiwgu, xin myi cac ngai i tam dé giap thém cho kku van.

Tiém Hong € phép canon va kio 6ngay vao n@i uong rrou. Nheng ma 6ng tait choi
khéng dam, &i xuong nha chi.

Van Hac, béc Cung quay vao rotrou, sodia.

Tuy ring ai iy van chra hét con do ngi, ué oai khéng mn an uéng, nheng ce reou
van ar hanh trong it canh trong vui . Riéng c6 Kiic Man chi nhip vai hop, i goi

thing nho lay com. Thay kéo ndt mach Fét bon, nim bat, bi dtng phit day, rra miéng,
udng nrée vadi sap Sradd dac caa minh.

Gi6 van thoi dir. Mua cang ang hot hon truée.
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Troi cang i den nhr myc. Khic Man réi rit giuc bon Van Hc uong rou phién phin dé
di ra tnrong. Nhrng bon nay \an ar ke ca chén thu, chéad. Nong rgt. Khac Man lieén
bao thang nkb chamduoc cho minh. Ri thay gio mot chiec ao bi khoac vaoing va by
léu, chiu, yén b, deo ket 1én &. V6i dang 19 lat dat, thay nhin vao bn Van Hac.

— Céac anh ra sau nhé! Toigoldi trudc, vi toi phii vao tnrge cac anh.

bbc Cung nim aroi:

— Sao mayit lam kib cai than may ninvay? Bay g quan teong con ng, chr dé nguoi
tada ra ¢ra treong dé don may vaaio6 chic? Ratr bay giv dé dung ara tnrong ma run
day a!

Khac Man khong ta 1oi. Tat ta bugc ludn xuwng them. Ci bon trong naydéu auoi sing
sic. Giay lat tlhay thay budc I1€én, ndi nguoi hoi moi cau:

— Khéngdi ntra a?

— Quén cai gitay?

Khic Man khéngdé y dén nhitng cau ki dy, thiy lir lr nhin ndit Tiém Hong:

— T6i $ d6ng o gan nha THAp dao. L4t rira bac vao thnao ¢ing dén day nhé.

Tiém Hong cit dau, Khic Man lai 1at dat xudng thém, roi di, Béc Cung vra ardi vira noi:
— Ca&i ngu n6 1am cho ngi ta phai kho nhu thé.

Van Hac dén loi:

— Vi n6 nhit tdm & cong danh, ngj day $t ruot khong chu duoc, cho nén pii di. Chir
nd ding khéng qua ngdéen noi khéng bét bay g quan trong chra ra, radé dingdeén
dang dé.

Gi6 Ianh. Muadé nke hot. Ngoai san ti sang nd mo. Nai rou cing da gin can. Moi
nguoi bat dau an com.

Cuic ruou tan, ngoai ph cé téng ngroi di ram rap. Tiém Hing gi thang nho dem et
léu, chiu, yén, trap lédo, dé ai my kieém diem mot lugt xem cO quén tku thic gi hay
khong.
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DPoan Bing ngé ra ngoai sanirmnoi:

— Mua to tié nay, clic 1a trong teong i 1am. Bay g giir sao cho hai cai chan é&h
1Aam?

béc Cung ph hoa:
— U, néu chan 4m ma ngi 1én chdng, co6 khi néésgiay ra qugn van...
Van Hac noi:

— Thoi thi ndi nguoi danh phi nt ddi bit tat. Bay giv cir di bit tit ma bi bun. Vao
treong, dong Eu xong, § thao it di.

Tiém Hong khen:
— CA4ido théngday. Ciing cH con c6 cacldy c6 the lam cho chanah.

R6i ca bdn ngroi cungddi non, khoac &oof, hai chan % bit tt, sam sp bude xubng san
dat, voi nhirng d6 dac deo xuc xichy vai va 6.

Van Hac ra  cau knh:

— Cai nrgc nha minh ngihciing pLén aroi. Bao nhiéu 6ng to, éng, lam rong, lam 6t
cho reéc nhadéu ¢ thi ma ra, th ma lam sao ngpi ta lai khong chiu lam vai clc gian
nha,dé cho chung minh rag thi?

Poan Bing cit ngha:

— Khéng phi cac @ ngay xradeu khong nghdén dieu d6. Nhrng trong terong thi
huong, khong th cat nha cho bc tro ngi thi. La vi hoc trodong qua, &t dén may chuc
gian nha a@ng khongdu chira. Va lai, thi ¢ gitra toi, cac quan ng sir con c9 tié dirng
trén choi ma nhin xing dréi dé rinh nhiing ke gian &n, chr neu thi & trong nha, thi cac
ongay ngoi dau ma canh?

béc Cung ngt 1oi:

— Thi quan ng s cr vao trong vi ma coi eimgdugc hay sao? Saailct phai dung ¢
trén choi ndi duoc?

Tiém Hong dap:
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— Khéngdugc! Céc dng ng sir ciing déu la ngroi biét chir. Néu vao trong vi,& cac éng
ay ga cho bc tro thi sao? B8i vi can phii phong b chd d6, cho nén, ngdi ta msi cat cac
ongdeé diéu phii demdau bai xwbng dano trong céc vi. Ongé diéu 1a ngroi dét dic mot
chit khéng bét, khéng tkt ga cho aitugc.

béc Cungduong toan ndi thm dang sau Bng c6 téng kéu “toi”, lam cho ai Ay déu
phai giat minh quaydi.

Mot 6ng @ giadau bac rau tac duong rim chdng gong trénduong, cupn 4o Bu gac chéo
gitta @, chiec chdng tre va cai traps dé xap de ngra trén ling.

Thi ra, viduong tron qud, dng e tuoi gia sirc yéu bi toai, khong tié guong i, phai nga
bo kenh rado.

Ca bon voi vang chy lai, ké nhic Iéu chdng, ngoi nang éng ¢ tro day. Ong @ chi run
cam cp, mat mai xam ndit, khéng tke ndi dugc mdt cau nao.

Van Hac vira dit 6ng @ vira Am bam:
— Khdn man! Bay nhiéu twi dau, con thi i ctr lam gi cho kB thé nay?
Pbc Cung cé y & ng 6ng a1, chang noi:

— Troi dang mra rét, 6ng ¢ gia nua nir vay, néu vao tirong chra chic da viét dugc van.
Hay la ching minh hajwra 6ng @ vao ndt nha nao gn day, dé cho éng @ nam ngH.

Ong @ khi dy d& hoi hoan 1dn, nghe noi, §i vang xua tay vaat cai gbng run run:

— CAc thy... hdy & lamon dit Idodén ara trrong... L&o thidé sau khoadi, khoa nay
maoi duoc vao kK dé nhi, song cket 1&o ding vao trrong caida.

Van Hac o5 gan:

— Nheng ma ching tdigscy khéng tié chbng rbi véi sic mua rét...
Ong @ van vira run vira noi:

— Nht la chét ¢ trong tzong 1&0 ding cam long.

Tiém Hong lai hoi:

— Cu vao vi nao?
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Ong @ dap bing tiéng tai:

— L&o vao vid.

Van Hac nhanh nhu tiép 1oi:

— Vay thi au di véi t6i! TOi ciing vao vi & day!

Bbn ngroi bén cung chia nhaudnnguoi mdi viéc: ké xach yén, ngoi deo Bu chéng, k
cam canh tay p&i, nguoi nam canh tay trai, cung diu 6ng di dén ara tnrong.

Trong tirdng Mira i mét hdi tréng céi bao tin quantdng gip ra.
Trén khudat truge ora vi giap, ke tro dddén tip rap.

Ky nay b hong it nhicu, £ nguoi chi do bang mbt phan ba K/ trudc. Moi nguoi trao te
ong @ cac thir do dac, roi cung chia ng di toi ,céc‘ vi. Van Hc dit dugc 6ng @ dén ara
vi ta, nguoi linh cam load canh ghe chéoda hat dau goi tén hoc tro.

Chiéu troi tu nhién hi thdy t6i sim. Gio Hic lai ndi 4o 0. Mayden tr néo chan tdi dun
dun tién 1én gira tri, va lan ra kiip bau troi. Banh nhodng 6t cai, mi ngudi déu phai
l6a ¢ hai mit. VOm twi den kit nhu bi nat ra nhéu vét, nhitng ludng chvp nhoang choi
loi ddng thyi bat ra va thi nhau an véo chy di chay lai nhu dan #n vang. Téng sét
doanhdoanh i I&n nhr pha géc i tay bic; né dn nhau, ndudi nhau, né U Wua
nhau sang mai goodirdéng nam, lam chdihg khéng chu§n dong nhr sip sup dé.

Hot mua lon bang qui oi lac dac sa xang mit dat xuong nén hc tro, va dp bop foi
xuong doi long xanh @a dng phan kio duwong ckém ché ngoi trén gte tréo \6i ao thung
xanh nii canh chan va cay bt nga voi.

Coéng vEc lic nay cé ¥ cap bach.

Ngudi linh céim loa ludn luén thét khéngatl miéng. Mdi tén bt ngudi hoc trd chi duoc
goi dén hai Bn. Néu & dudi khdng cé téng thra, trc thi ngroi ta goi ludn tén khac. Bn
linh thé sat lam véc diing rt lao thao. Véi cacdd dac aia hoc trd, b chi nhdom ghé qua
loa, thiy khéng c6 ¥ kha nghi thi thoi.

Troi ciing dha chr chua Iém thit. Sau khi loc tro, quan teong, linh trang vaoé trong
trudng, gio \an 4o a0, 4m van U U, clop. van nhip nhodng, niing @n mua van khong

l6n thém. Ngroi tadodn Bing toi mueadé 1am hoa rét, an cai tét muadéng, thang gid, it
khi thdy c6 mra to. Ma tht vay, chi c6 céi rét latdng ghé s, duoc c6 mra giod gilp &c,
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céi khi Hu tai &cdo mbi lic moi tai 4c thém, nod 1am cho réhi ngrodi hoc trd chan tay
run ly bay, mit mii khéng con 8¢ mau, hai méi xam nit nhue ké nga ao: NAt 1a miy
ong han sdodon quan meng i cang b né hanh h cuc kho, 1am ngroi congdd ca mudi
ngon tay, khong thcim dugc by gong ku. Van Hc ding khong kibe manh hon ai,
chang d@ng Iap cip hai haming lam nét, tuy trong minkda quin may lan 4o bong ao
kép. Long ngonging dén riu chin Bi com, chang @n chra lop duoc kin céi éu.

Bai vi ngon gi6é quai c thic vadingding, cai 4odu buc dugc bén m, thi bén kiadi
bat ra i, cé khi n6 con né ca gong ku 1én rira. May qué, hdm nay chandrnudem theo
bdn chiéc ac nhd va mdt chiée duiduc, chang dung diduc déng chit bon céi oc ay
chodau né xwng sat nit dat réi méi buoc ching vao 1bn goc Bu. Nhy vay, cai Bu moi
khoi lung lay.

Hai béndau léu d& dugc che kin Bng hai chéc 4o bi, changdem céai chdngtit vao trong
léu, 10i toan th&o bitat bo di. Nhung It nira con phi di 1ay dau bai, réu bo bit tt thi
chan hi 1am, lay gi ma lau. Nghthé, chang 4i cir dé ca doi bit tit ngdi thdng hai chan
xubng dat va gy da lradanh fra hat thiéc. Boi tat IGc dy dat nha bét vaoda thanh mt
d6i ung dat, né lam cho chang hai chaang tiu, hoi rét té i da thit.

Céi choi @n nha THp dao thong th diém mot hoi trong cai. Quan trong phén phat
nhitng manh giy viét dau bai cho hai 6ng chanh ptié diéu va cacdi phongdem dans
bang c&c vi. Theo nhthi phap ndi dinh, ky d¢ nhi c6 ndt bai tho va bt bai pha.

Tho 1a: “Bang gia chi quang” ththat ngén, \in thap ti diém.

Phu 1a: “S nguyén lap ar trién the luat pha”, van “nhan chinh kh duyét thién b chi &7,
tat ca thm chit, theo bi thuan ap.

Van Hac coi quatau bai 6i trg vé 1éu. Chang thao bifit quing xubng x6 Bu va giy ng
quyén lay quyén nin nét vt nam chir 16n “Bang gia chi quang thi” va tam &tcon
“dung that ngon Idit, thap tr diém \an” chang 4i bo quyén vaodng, bod @i ngdi ngti thé
cuc aia tam cau th.

Gi6 lai thoi dir. Sim sét hi noi am am. Nudc mua ¢ daudo xudng sun gt. Cai bu cia
chang tuyda c6 @c buyc ghi xwngdat, n6 \an veo Vo rung rinh noi khi gap mot con
gi6 giat. Choc choc changdi cir phai nam lay gong leu vaan xuong dat cho Eu khoi
bung.

Cang ¢ gan trua, mra cang @ doi. CAc rénh trong wieu thanh léng nroc tring xoa.
Bong bong i trén mat nudc lénh kenh. Mot lat sau, oéc denh [én Kldi mat ranh, né
tran vao éu va Iénh lang cly qua gm chdng.
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van Hac duong ngi trén chdng, gc dau vao chéc yén @, hi hody vet may cau th,
chot thay cai chdongw nhién tlap xuong dain dan, o1 no lGn xwng dén sat nit dat, bun
nudc theo khe nan chdéng phdi kén trén it chdng.

Cai gi maa thé nhi?

Thi ra khudét truong thi, miy thang teedc day, ch 1a nhirng rwng lGa moa. K thi sip
t6i, lGa ding vra chin. Sau khi lGait hét rdi, nguoi tadem trau cay Ién vaap qua loa
cho W nhitng tang dat 16n. Rdi ho danh thanhing lusng nhr ludng khoai & dé cho hc
trd céim léu 1én trén. K trudge duoc troi nang rdo, xéo vao hing dat 16n nhon, tuy codau
chan, nleng con sch £ mot chit. Bay gb gip hém mra to, [bng dat bi nuéc ngim vao,
nd da thanh ra léng bun, khéngti sic dé d& cai chdng va it ngudi ngdi. Vi vay céi
chdng ndi phai thut xudng, thut chodén khi bin chan ngp hét nhue bén céi @c moi thoi.

Van Hac aing nhr hét thay moi nguoi, tuy ngdi trén chdng &n khong khac gi rij dudi
day aodit 40,diing quin, nréc bun thm vao bé Bt. Gié kic nhr c6 thi riéng, ludn ludn
quat cho gbt mua hit vao céac khedl. Vi sy nuéc bin vao, qugn thi $ bi ty 6, chang
phai quay king ra phia nen gio, dé Iay lung lam cai binh phong &h cho ht nuéc tan ac
khoi bay vaodén quyén van. Nhung cai ling chang khong palnla vat Ky gio, ky mua,
nuéc mua theo gid it vao, ndda thim qua ndy lan &o bong, ao kept téi da tht. Cai
nuge l0cdy méi doc 1am sao, né vadén dau, chang thy ¢ ddy cir budt thon thot nie bi
tén ki doc bin phai; miéng thit tha, tay ruréy bay, chang khong thnao @m bt ma wét,
tuy changia nghi dugc xong bai th, mot van “lung” mot van “nhap dé” va mot van
“thuc” cua bai phd. Cai lam cho changaplo hon nira 1a visc lay dau “nhét trung”.
Quyén aia changta viét duoc ba dongudi o trangdau, ngha ladén chb ¢éng diu nhat
trung i day, nhung ma du dy chua cé, thi con phii dé d6 khongduoc vit tiep

XUOI’lg dréi. LUc tanh rdo, céng \ic iy ciing con phi cho, phai doi, phai chau chrc mit
nhiéu thi giv, hubng chi bay gy, mura gidéam am, di bang cach nao chéén duoc nha
Thap dao ma khéng budt?

—,Thé ® me nd rr)é ra choanh. Thi Wi ctr thé nay thit 1a nhic hon con ché. DU cdd
dén éng gi, landén 6ng gi, dng khéng bd céng.

Chang ¥ ludn Ky quyén van, da toan xé tec lamddi: Thinh linh 4i nhé ra @ng: du
khéng thi rira, ding phii dem rop quyén tring thi méi ra dugc. Néu khéng co qusn, bon
linh canh &a trong minh vao lam ga, chang kit bo 16i théi. Roi chang hi nghi: néu
nop cai qugn co6 vai dong ci tit nhién § bi liét vao hling “dué bach”, roi n6 dem tén
tudi minh yét ra king con thi minh&bi mang téng viét khdng i quyén...

Liéu tinh \oi troi, chang 4i can ring nghi ma nghi ndt may van ph rira.
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Gid da yéu dan, mra ding nhb dan. Thang tréndinh dau, mit troi da nkon nhaén ngé
xubng nhan gianing b mat té b& nhu bi xau ho.

Van Hac voi vang ém chiéc 6ng quyén di thang ¢én nha Thp DPao.

Trong vi kit dau nhjn nhéo. Kk & phia & chay sang, ngoi ¢ phia hitu chay lai, quang
canh khéng khac 6t dam tn loan. Hét thay may trim con ngeoi, ai ding nhr ai, mit
tai mét, moi tham xi, dun 4o Am bé Em bét, nhr nguoi dao drsi dat 1én.

Trén cac léng bun Gng sinh, va cac raninse Iénhdénh, @ng ku, 4o Bu, 4o bi, chiéu
coi, giay bat, bng clong nghn ngang, khdng khac khu €lsau nét con gidbng bao.

Té ra trong IGc ma gi6 dr doi, d& nhiu cai Eu khong ti dang viing, b gi6 cun di, va
cing lam éng hyc tro rét qué, khéng 8ngoi ma viet van, danh p quyén trang dé thao
lay than.

Trong nha Thp dao, ngroi ddng nhr mot budng trd. Ngoai bn quan teong, ki phong
va linh canh gaal thém nliing 6ng @ gia vi Bu tréc, 1u gidi, xin vao l1am vn tai do.
Van Hac msi chiadng quyén qua lixc rao rira, mbt ngudi linh tre thi chay radon Ky va
dua vao nha Tip dao cho ngoi lai phong. Mra rét ding cé céi i, no loi cho céidng
quyén khong phi nim chy phat ndo, ngoi lai phong nhanh nfu ms éng Ay quyén
dong diu, 1di lai chuyén cho ngoi linh dua ra ta chang.

Thé la xong céi an ldy dau nhit trung.

Bay giv trong trrdng, c6 it nhiéu nuéc, nrde & cac \ing, cac ranh&hh 1én, 1énh lang
khap chung quantél. Bi b&m trao chan vao céimg nréc canh Bu, chang &kiéng
chan lrdc vao nit chéng. Céai chdng tuyiloim drsi bun, nheng quin 4o chang lau mai
tir sangdén gio, né ding khdng 4m lam nira.

Chém chg ngdi xép bang tron trén chéng, changontrap Ay cuon gidy ban dé chui mit
trap cho kibi 4m wot. Trong lung da thiy hoi doi, chang bén gicac qua banhin chp
an chwi vai miéng, Bi mai cam dau vao vét. Lic dau tay hay con cong, nétictidy con
hoi run nhrng chang \ét do vai dong, thi tayal thuan, ch lai hoat bat nhr trudc.

Mai miét viét ludn mdt mach, ching nra bwi chiéu thidén van “chi”. Troi lai ty nhién
sam t0i, roi lai mua gio am sétam am. Bay gb lai cang rét bn sang ngay. Gin 4o tuy
da kho rdo, ma chang luén luérayimhue nude @6 vao krng, da tlit cir buot thon thoét.

~1

BAm gan vét ndt van “si” changdoc lai quyén tir dau dén cuwi dé dém nhitng chir x6a,
U OI”. Thoat ran.

s6t, moc, chia va bién vaoebi chir “cong quygn noi”.
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Théi, con téc gi dia nira, chang b tat ca 1éu chdngdd dac, ch coi 1ay d6i 4o bi, dé
khoéc vao minh cho khmua uét, roi changddi non va ém éng quyén di ra.

Tuy chra c6 tbng thu quy@n nhrng céi d¢ra sang nha Tap dao da ng, changdén trugc
nha THp dao vadua quIEN Vin ra rdp, vra gip luc ong ch khao vo van ¢ do. Ngai tr
doén Ky quyén van aia chang va ira coi my caud dau trang. Bi ngai Bm nhim gat
dau va khen:

— Gidi lam! Mua rét nlr viy ma con Wt duoc nhiing cau nkr thé nay,dang & that! C6
|€ thu khoa € vé nguoi nay...

Thi ra trong teong lGcay, tri ra nhing ngroi rét khong vét duoc, phii tra quyén trang
di ra, chang,tc 1a ngroi nop quyén thi nhat. Vi vay méi dugc quan teong ngodén.
Trudc sy khen ngi cua ong cla khao, chang ¢ im lang qua é&a chinh tedc nha Tip
dao roi ra.

Ngoai tirong lai cang rét @. buongdi vira 161 vira tion nhr mad, chang do méai khéng
duoc mot budc.

Hat mua tua ta nhr nhitng mii tén, ludn ludn theo gic’)élm,véo nat chang. Chanduong
dap hai hamang dé chong lai vai mua va gid, thinh linh #ty cé tiéng hoi:

— Thuea 6ngda ra.

Nhung chang khéng tha vi khdng bit ngeoi ta hoi ai. Tiéng hoi lai ¢é tranh \6i tiéng
gio:

— Ong Hic? Léu chéng @a dngdau G?

Chang i nuét nhiing giot nu6c tran chua trén ahdé mo mat nhin xem ngoi nao.
Nhung cai nat nguoi ay duong i tum hup duéi chiec non en khien chang nhin mai &
biet d6 la thang kép nha to.

Chang Ibi:

— Anhdén day lam gi?

Thang Bép chay dén nim canh tay changatldi va dap:

— Ong cli sai con ratén kBu chdng cho cac 6ng. Sao dagkhdngdemdd dac gi W thé
nay?
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— Ai ¢ phii toi madéo bong niing aia Hi dy? Tao Ib hét trong trdng i,
Thé thi 6ngdé con dit dng \ay.
Van Hac néi khéng ra bi:

— Thoi anhy day doi cac 6ng kia. Nu cAc dndly dem ku chdng ra, thi andeo gilip cho
ho, t6i di vé mdt minh ding duoc, khdng phi dat.

— Bay g Van chra c6 tbng thu qu;%n nhing 6ng kia c6d con 1au néi ra. Vay dé con
dua dng ¢, roi lai radaydon cac dndiy ciing \ra.

Ldc nay on rét nhr d& ngim vao trong tim pbi, chang chlay bay chyc ngé, téng nhr
neu di mot minh, khdng khéo thi khdng dugc den nha. Vi dy chang khongit choi cai
hao tam d@ia anh bp.

Bi bdm bi trén conduong |énh lang bun ba, chadg may lan treot chan clye lan xuong
dat, tuy da dugc co thing kép khoe manh lam &t cho minh @ong tra.

T6i nha to, troi da din ti, 6ng chi tro sot sing doi ¢ truge ora. THy chang, 6ng tdon
da chao li:

—Oi cha. Rét quéa, ong HHTdi khong thiy khoa naaiuong thi ki bi mua gio6 dr doi thé
nay. Xin mvi 6ng vao trong nhaugi am caida, i sé thaydoi quan ao.

Van Hac chi néi duoc mot tiéng vang. Ri chang run dy budgc 18n trén tAm.

Giira gian nha gia, ddng aii dwong b dungdung, miy chiéc ghé nho la liét bay kHip
chung quanh.

Chang khong jp rira hai chanam, chi 13t dugc chiéc nén sn vaddi 4o bi quang ra gira
nha, bi sa luén vao ckc ghe gan nht ¢ cira.

Do mot gio sau,Ddc Cung, Tiém Kng, Doan Bing fn luot tién v&. Ai ciing nhr ndy,
quan ao hm nhr trau vai, nit mai khdng con &c mau. Tai da i mit, méi thay Nguyen
Khac Man vai tat ca 6 dac linh kinh aia thay.
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Léu chdng (1939) — Cirong 11

D4 hai ngay nay, cé Ng ch nhiing It dat chay ra chiy vao, khéng & busc chan 1én
chiéc khung @i.

RS sut codanh tr chiéu hém kia bay @i da 6i, rot soi & ngoaida bién ra mau vang
vang va khoé €ng nhr mét lan vo, ruoi muoi dau vaoden kt.

Suc i ngam trong @i nugce ding chir]déu roi, dang B thi phai dap com tir sang hém
gua, nleng cd \an khaéng Idc nao giden ndduoc.

Ma nao cd bn gidau? Thi g cua ¢ chidung vao Wc pha mée, tém thu, phuc dich
khach khira het ca.

La vi tir hémduqc tin Van Hic da thi xong K dé nhi tro vé tham nha, ba cond ngoai
luc tuc dén choi hoi han, lwn nay ra thi bn kia vao, rinhich swt ngay khéng lic nao
dut.

Ai ciing gt minh kinh &, khi nghe Van Hc thuat lai nhitng cinh mura rét hy 16i trong
truong.

Nhét | IGc tHy chang noéiang c6 6ng ¢ gia ctét rét trong éu, thi khéng ngoi nao ma
khéng ai ngi thuong xot.

Nhung céi throng mbt dng naroi dung & dau dau dau, \dn khong 4n duoc cai mimg cho
mot nguoi ré ho minh.

Tuy rang trongdam chu, bac, cd, difing khéng ry nguoi biét chir, khéng ré gia irvin
chuong ra sao, ning nghe g 6 Van Trinh dé & khen ngi sau khidd xem lan giap
bai thr bai phl @a changtem &, thi ai ding tin 1a chang&dd. Nguoi ta thi nhautem
nhitng diéu mong Bt 1anh I ra. 6ng nay khoe minharthdy nha chay, 6ng kiaio toi
mo thay di vat trAu, ba khac4m minh no thiy di xem réc, ddm e ¢ @ vong bng.
R6i thi nhitng ngrdi bdng phéngdi bit dau goi cd Ngoc 1a b .

Trudc ar cau chdc @a hy mac hang xém, c6an t bd ngrong ngung va an hét 1oi tir
choi:

— Céc 6ng, cac ba c6 long mong chaer i, toi xin cim on. Nhrng dén bao gir duoc
the, bay gio € hay, bay gy ti xin cac éng, cac héirng ndi trréc Voi.
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MGi khi nghe téng ba & cua ngrdi ta gan gm cho minh, cdan nhin nhin tra 1oi nhu
vay. Tuy \ay, ¢ trong trai tim c6 &n khong ki ludn ludn i hop.

— U thi minh lam baig, cing dang chir sao?

Ngudi ta mun lam ba & thi kho, chir minh mn lam ba @, trong ding khdng khodm.
Cd dieu mwn duoc hon kia, chir duoc cdi teng ba &, thi van con thua chay.

Ca dém wra i, trong lic Am canh clong, 6c ¢d quanh dua di lai c6 miy caudo.

Sang nay, Vi ﬁg‘u den ngay ra bng ky d¢ tam, Van Hc gip phii tray trudng, nén co @ng
phai day sém dé sim sradoé dac cho chang.

Am nuéc dun s6i, Van Hc ding Wra tan gic.

Ongdo, badd cong nha trén cha xwng. Co Bich va iy dira ngroi nhadeu ¢ dudi bep
niau com. Trong nha ngang, ngoaw:hong cO, khong co aitra. Trao cho chang chén
nugce stc méng, ¢ nim ardi va hoi bang giong au gm:

— Thé nao?Di bay giv hay ladén chiéu?

Changddn chén ndc véi dang  loi la:

— Bay gi ciing duoc, dén chiéu ding dugc, minh Bo néndi lGc ndo thi téi xindi IGc ay.

Céiam chuyén chng mdng trén néing chéndng wra nhi hét nhirng nroc séi¢ trong, co
Ngoc < ra hai chén va ridle mot chéndua clong.

— Thé thi ngoandm! Tdi khen cho minh Bt diéu! Vay t6i bao minho nhadén mai € di
codugc khbng?

Changdua chén néc 1én dréi cap moi troi cudi:

— G ké thi thoi khdngdi nira ding duoc. Toidi chang qua ladi ho minh. Vi minh héo
hic mwn lam ba &, cho nén toi p&i chieu Iong. Chir toi ngh den cai tén mua rét hom
no, thi tdi ckang thit gi thi ar ca.

C6 Ngoc nwbt voi hap nuée trong méng, dé cam chén éng rot tép vao chén Van ht.

— Thé ma minh khongitbat. Cling mayday nhi?

Van Hac ng ngac khéng u:
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— Bi bét vé viéc gi?

C6 Ngpc rot bt nudc trong chéndng vao chéni@a minh va eoi ngat ngho:

— Thi gian cl gi? Minhdi thi h6 t6i ma hi...! C6 phii la thi gian khéng?

Van Hac oing ardi sing sic:

— That ddy. T6i khéng néiduia? $ di tdi thi khoa nay, chcdt dé cho minh lam baic..
C6 Nagpc khdngdoi chong néi Fét:

— Ba ar ma thdi a?

Van Hac woi vang noi tép:

— A quén ba tham, ba thdm hoa.uly mubn ba gi thi ba,an phii cé tién day da. Hom
nay minh 8p cho téiduoc bao nhiéu quan?

— Minhdinh ban non haidhg “ba a¢r” day chr gi? U’ thi téi ding mua non cho minh.
Nhung phiai tinh ha mét chut.

— Ha nhét ciing phii du nam chuc quan. Bay @i haydua hai chic, con ba chic nira thidé
den ngay phuc #ch.

C6 Ngpc ché nuéc sbi vacim chuyén vaedi mam mim:

— N6i thach wa vira chr nao! Nai tte thi con ai dam &t c.

— Thé thi minh mén bao nhiéu?

— Nam tién!

— Chét chiral Céi gia ba € ré thé kiau? Néu thé thi dé t6i ban cho ngoi khac \y.

— U minh mn ban cho ai thi ban. Ban cho caaygéhd hang L. H6m rp, con c6 cai
toi bang caidinh day.

Nha trén co éing ho khc khing ktﬁng Ongdd, bado da diy. Cd Ngyc cdo tr chong
bang Mt cai nguyt than yéupi xudng nha ddi sip sra @m nuedc véoi c¢d Bich.
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Trén ngan caysi trudc san, anh it troi 1ap loAng nham trén bp 14 Ga vang. My con
chich choeiua nhauion chao g &m ap tang nhiing tieng hét réo at. Ongdo dung dinh
di xuong nha khach&i tat ca cam tinh vui \é:

— Rét qua thnay haydé gan trea haydi, anha?

R6i 6ng khoan thai ngj vao phin ngra Van Hc duong nghi va tiép:

— Ngay mai nii ra bang kia ma? i gi di tir bay giv cho \at va.

Van Hac Wi vangdang diy, chuy@n mt chén mdc dé dén tredc mit 6ng nhc:

— Vang, bay gi di khi rét. Nhrng khongdi lai sg hai anh con mong. Vi caté ren voi
cac anh con sang nay rens.

Ongdd nhod hép nude trong méng vaodng phong:

—Buoc? Ctim mot Idc nira ding khdng sao. Cac béy chic ding bkt ring i gid ngin
ngat thé nay ai mati som choduoc?

Badd ciing wra hréc vao trong nhadi mot giong ndidon da:

— Nhan tn hdm nay toi cots K ra thy, anh hays nha lat iva. Doi chodo 1€ 1am xong,
dem radinh cung, anh r&lthanh cata.

Thi ra tr khi Van Hac dl thi, dng nhac ba nlac van luén luén &u khan quy than ung ho
cho chang. Ngoai c&t thi nhit cir hanh teege khi Van Hc lénduong, mdi 1an gin ngay
vao trrong, 6ng batéu co sra x6i va ga rainh cungdtc “thuong dang”.

Truéc ar &n @n chu chicua cha na vo, 66 nhién chang pti xin vang. THing nko lai
xach [éndé am nudc soi khéac.

Chang & di sicam pha ché, chuyémét nugc msi. Roi chang & phép ngi vao chic gre
bén anh khidadé khay nréc trudc mat bo vo.

Ongdd mot tay ch”)ng xubng mit phan, mot tay édm chén dy nuée kéo qua mﬁng khay
danh at mot caidé gat nhitng nxéc dinhé chon chén cho K ro xudng guin &o. Va
nhin Van Hc, 6ng ét cai gong:

— Ve viéc quy than that la khong bit thé nao. Gr lay Iy ra ma néi, thi ai cing bio thi ar
cdt & hoc luc, FE ma ke kha, du khdng cung kinhimg dd, néu ma toc khdng bét gi thi
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dau thanh tamd baidén dau mic long, qy than ding khong th lam cho minhis. The
ma chinh téda thay cé ngroi nho vé quy than mado co b khong cli?

Ngung lai d¢é udng cho an chén tra, 6ngé quay nit sang phia bab:
— Ba con nh dng ar My day nhi?
Badd nhanh nhu tra 10i:

— C0, 6ngiy la em rét dng nghé Tinh, ngrdi bén Bic, da lam hdn dao ¢ huyén gido,
phai khong?

~1

Ongdd 5 rung cai chaduong Xép chr “ngd” trén phan:

— Phii ddy, chinh dndiy khi d6 cir nhan daduoc than 1am vin choday.

R4i 6ng hoi lai Van Hac:

— Anh c6 bét chuyén ay khéng?

Van Hac édm chén éng nrée, rét vao hai cai chén con trong khaydé:

— Thua thiy khong.

Ongdd r& rang gb éng thubc 1adé cuon Mot diéu va Ié:

— Ti nghe ngoi ta n6i ing cai mm thidau or nhan, 6ng tadt kém &m, d& b hong
hach kia ma. Th ma tinh & gap anh tlay boi, 6ng ta xem ah mét qué, anh thy boéi dé
doan &ing khoaiy thé nao 6ng taing dd. Ong ta cho n ch néi 4o, cli: d& ng hach

khongduoc di thi, thi dd vaodauduoc nira?

Nhung anh thy béi qua quyét 1oi han khong sai, éu khoady ong ta khongid, thi ar deén
ma wt cai trap da han...

Mai thubc cubn xong, 6ngld goi thang Nk chamdom, i lai tiép tuc:
— Thiy han n6i chiic nhr vay, 6ng ta bi tin, khi vé nha ndi bao véi 6ng nghé Tinh Ién
tinh xin quanioc hoc cho minhdi thi. Ong nghe Tinh phi aroi ma aat di rang: “May hoc

dot qua, lach con khongid nira ladi thi? Tao xin cho may thiuoc, nhing ch sy may
viét bat tac quién, hdic la plam hay, plam [6i, thi ©i ca dén tao rira”.
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Ong My hét sirc nan ni vadem ki 6ng thiy béi ké voi ong nghé. Nhing 6ng nay &ng
van khéng nghe. Gii cung 6ng M phii doa anh ing réu ma khéngtuoc di thi khoaay
nhat dinh phii nhay xubng séng te. Ong nghé Tinh sy em hrc chidam ra Ieu linh,
nén dingdanh 16ngdi néi véi quandéc hoc tinh nha cho dng ta vaé ¢hi sinh.

Thing nhd ¢ dim dém lra trao cho 6ngo, vira cham i thudc, 6ngdd vira nNo6i Mot
cach clm rai:

—bén khi 6ng My tray truong thi 6ng nghé Tnh o nha & lo canh canh. Lo 1a gh Em
ruot 6ng nghe mdi thi bi toi, con gi la danh gia 6ng nghe? Luc vamitrg, 6ng nay
trdng thy dau dé d& phéat léng cuong khong bit Iam ra ti nao. Thinh linh c6 6t 6ng
giadau toc tac pho chéng gy chui vao trongdu, va dngiy bao dua glay dé minh giap
bai cho. TI rdi, dng @ ci viét thao thao fit tuyét, mot liic xong @ miy bai, ma ¥in arc
hay, 6ng M chi viéc tréng vao bn giap ma cheép.

Ongdo im di mot 1at, dé hat nt hoi thudc 14. Bado va Van Hc yén ling king tai chy
nghe. Ty hét khoi thuoc trong méng, 6ngdo cao hirng ndi tep:

— Ky @é nhi, 6ng My duogc vao, vadi thay ong glaay Roi ky dé tam ding \ay. Dén ky
phuc tach 6ng My méi hoi tén hp 6ng gia la alde khi thi xong thi xin 4 on. Biy gid 6ng
gia moi ndi tén twi cua minh cho éng nay &i Bén khi xuéng danh, dng M dugc dau
ctr nhan kha cao. Ning bai thi aa 6ng My khoady, nam trugc c6 nét 6ng kan da doc
véi toi. Hay thit. Nhung toi quén &, chi nhé c6 hai cau th. Bai thy khoaay dé Ia “Li
phong nién”. Cau #ng aia 6ng gia lam cho dng #Mhé nay:

“Thuw wng Chu hoa tamdzxh hiu,
Truong trung Theong qui thaép hoang &”.

Ongdd hat hoi thude nixa, Bi ging Van Hc:

— Anh c6 cliu hai cau th dy |a hay hay khong. “Chu hodbi voi “thuong qu” “tam
bach” ddi véi “thap hoang” clt nao clit ay choi nhau chan chat, midtu 12 viéc ¢ doi nha
Chu, 4t sat ngay vadau dé nira. T6i rong tho cir nghigp madén nhr thé thi that |a
tuyét bat. THy n6i khi ckim dén hai cau th iy, quan teong c6 phé hai dh“than cui”.
Badd ra b ngo ngac:

— Thé sau c6 kit 6ng @ gia ngroi & dau khong?

Piéu thudc da tan, dngtd dui cai dau lra vao son nghién mrc cho &t thando, roi dan
|én a)t:
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— Ay! Sau khi thi @, 6ng @& My c6 theo i din cua 6ng giday, timdén qué quan 6ng ta
ta on. Té ra van nhanié chinh la q t6 tamdai caa nHt vong ¢ trong tnh Ha Ni...

Badd voi ngaanh sang nhin Van 4¢:
—P4ay. Anh chi ctr bao céi vic bdo an bao oahtruong thi la chugn hoangiuong...!
Van Hac ch cudi mam mim. Ongdd két luan:

— Nhung ma ¢ sau cai 6ngicay dam ra sing kily vo lai, khdng con chit nao nho phong.
C6 lan 6ng ta chim ¥ mot anhdoi tuan bén Bic bi han bat qua tang.

N6i dén d¢ay 6ngdd lai hoi Van Hac:

— Anh c6 bét han lam tté nao khéng?

Va ong hi tu tra loi:

— Han ot tran ci d6i trai gai, tréi chung vao &t cai chdng, sau linh dn khiéngdi diéu
khap cac plo. Truéc chdng thi Bn bat nguoi linh khac @m mot cai bien bang mo boi
vOi. Trong bén cdde bay chi.

“Duong vO \i hé khuyén vé kién”

R6i 6ng cit ngha:

D6 |a hin mun triét ty cai tén dng Ni. Chir duong 1a dé ma khong afudi va clir
khuyen la chd ma khong cé caiam ¢ vai hop lai chang thanh ra dnmy a? Chugn dé
néu & mot nha khong ¢ tin thé thi dén mat ca cir nhan ma con pith phai toi nira chi.
Nhung may 6ng M la em dng nghe, hcd anh xin dngding doc sy tai lam ngy di cho,
cho nén chbi nhuc véi hang pto mdt bita chr khéng véc gi.

Am trada tan. Baio ding diy xuong kép dé bao chi em co Ngc sip srado I&. Mot lat
sau, x0i gatéu cham. Van Hc nra mit chai dau, sim sra khin 40,dé theo mamd ra
dinh.

Béng ring radén nira thm, ¢ nha ndi xong dugc bira @m sang, c¢d Bichai vang quy

ganhdi cho vi sy chy trua. Baddé mod chiéc hom cangdy naim quan #n dua cho cé Ngc
va troi cuoi:
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—bay la tén cia thiy me giip cho anhuit. Con \on riéng @a chi dé dau, phii bo muoi
lam quan ira raday, chodu hai chuc. Muon lam ba n, ba kia, dng phii ton tien moi
duoc.

R6i ba hrng dia x6i va ndy miéng thit ga sang chdiltré hang xém.

Bay gio cAc @u hoc tro moi luc tuc dén, 6ngdd phai 18n nha trén nghe chaldoc.
C6 Ngpc beng rim quan #n dit vao phin gitta, va ngé cbng mdt cachdm o:

— Nao 6ngtlinh tiéu bao nhiéuiraday?Do6 nam tién nira coda khdng?

Van Hac nin khéng t 10i, vi thiy & ngoai san, ting nk duong dua mbt nguoi la di vao
nha ngang.

Toi them, ngroi 4y ding ki dé lay phong thr trong tdi, trao cho ing nhv, nhy né dua
vao trong nha. Van &t don phong tkr nhin qua dong ¢hde ngoai, changwi tam tim:

— A thu cia anh nghé Long? Khéngébhin noi giday?

C6 Ngyc voi vang tén dén bén anh an thr, chy coi Van Hic xé cai phong bi, moiy
mot birc hoa tiény trong. Hoa tién \ét toan clir nhodai y nhu vay:

“Anh Tir Dao Nguyeén, tesc &n zm ghé nit xanh.

D¢ ve qué nhaZa gin nira thang. Vi quadn rén v chuyn thi tép khéach kita, cho nén
nay mai viet thur b4o tin \bi huynh éng.

Tinh ki nhing ngaydé véi huynh ong xa cach dm thoatdd day mst nam. Trong ray
thang tip viéc ¢ vign Cét $, cai xuan 8c aia do thanh tuy cowom ra, troi tham, nd vin
khéng tl# khién dé quénduroc ainh vui gia noi cua tuyet, song huynh, ning #ém gié
mat trang trong,dung trén song ktong ngo v phrong Ric, ngim dam may bc lo ling
trén nudi Tan Vién,dé thuang trong nhe sic mit, tieng aroi cua huynh éngdn phing
phdt & dau bén enh...

Van Hac nging lai dé noi véi vo:

—bung trén song klong ma trong thy ddm may hc trén ndi En Vien, mit cia quan
nghe tlat 1a tinh lon mat 6ng Thién Ly Nhan trong trép Phong thn.

C6 Ngpc s cit cai gbng ngay th:
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— Ay thé, nhung ma ngoi ta ding dd 6ng ngheé.
Van Hac khong ta 1i, chang 4i cli xudng doc tiép:

“Giira Itic nhy mong khao khat huynh 6ng, thinh likc tin huynh 6ng & duyén am
sat voi Lé tieu thir o lang Van Trinhdé that ming ro khon xét.

Chuyn nay,o dia Vi d¢, dang k khongduoc nhic dén, nhmg Wi huynh ongdé la mpt
ke rat than,da dwroc huynh dng coi nhirugt thit, ha nén vig ty hiem ma khéng bayt
néi 1bng?

Cai viéc aia dé voi Lé tiéu the, dau dudi thé nao, huynh éng et 74 biét roi, khéng @n
thuat lai.

Thu thit véi huynh ong, i thang rim wra réi, khi dé mangon vinh quy, gka dirong
thay Lé tieu thi bi cam, @é that boi hoi khon xet.”

Van Hac nging 1én nhin v:

—bubc chra? Sao ma trédvi lai c6 ngroi dubc nhr thé?

CO Ngpc aroi nguong:

— Théidi? Anhding ghen bdng, ghen gi6! Hagc not di, xem Hin ndi ra sa@a nao?
Van Hac lai ngo vao lirc hoa tién:

“Tir @6, dé da thé Véi troi dat quy than, quygt 1am ndi cho tiéu the mgt ngeoi ban tram
nam xng dang.

Trong con mit d¢, cai ngroi néndiroc tiéu the nang kkin sia legc chi cé huynh 6ng ma
thoi. Vi iy, dé phai dem cai tam g d6 kinh thra wi thay chang ta va nhthay thu »p
giup cha”

Van Hac lai cudi sing sic:

— Anh ta mién ké cong \6i minhday chic. Nheng minh khongn. Ching qua anh ta
muon tim clong cho w chi ti té gi véi minh...

C6 Ngoc nguyt clong mpt cai thit dai, trong nhr ca may gian nha #p bi do. Van Hic w
khong trong Ién, changrdhan thién xem xang doan dudi:
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“May sao thy aing xét §m chan thanhda dé, nénda tr nhin ldy quyén lam éng
Nguyét hg 180 nhan.

Chi tiéc saudd vai ngaydé lien phung ch' vao kinh &ip sr khdngduoc ti nha lan, dr
cugc vinh tho, nghe téng ém ai ga dan aim, dan sit. PO la nvt viéc dé van lay lam an
han.

Nhing ma, w thio gip chong hien, hp Manh da dep duyén nang chén; trai tai sanh gai
sac, chang Tiéwa ph' chi aroi rong, sr kv ngo ay that @ang ghi vao dim sz, tc nguyn
cua dé doi voi huynh 6ng va Lédu the the la thoa kiep lam roi.

Lé ra, ngay nayié phai tir minhdeén triréc lau Tan, nang chén ginh trong ming chi bon
chir ‘bé(;h nién giai l1ao’, niang mé,d,é hién duoc lénh b di tri phu Thuin Thanh, hanh
ky da gap, khéng #n tw sang bai yt va ching, hoa ho&fa no huynh éng circ duwong dé
tam tri vao tein dua win. B¢ cing khéng dam vi chdg riéng tay, lam bn sic bay nlay
cua bhing may cén fn.

Vdy xin béi chic huynh 6ng gi6 xudlic y, thing duwong may B qué cung teing, dé cho
cai tai t the kinh bang c6 thd@em ra gilip dan gilipavc. Sau khi Ac truong da doan,
xin nvi huynh 6ngdm roi gét ngc i té ty, chodé duoc hiu tiép quang tin, thide
khon xet han funh. Vai hang s luoc, & dé gidi tim long son. DU ¢6 ¢hndo & xudt,
mong &ng huynh énguong the.

Duwong mua mai &, kinh chdc &n an.

Nam...thang...ngay...

Pé Tran Pang Long bél.

Van Hac dit bac hoa tién xéng an:

— Té ra anh tdaduoc bd di tri phu... Thing cha may té..!

C6 Ngpc ra b tan ngn:

— Thé 1a ch Thuiyda 1am ba ph roi dy. Swong nH.

Roi cO & rangdi 1&n nha trén. Van &t ldy but va gy viét ludn bic thu tra loi Dang
Long, 16i chang cho gi cai ngroi dua thr lUc nay, giao fn cm vé. Ongdd da tan bidi
hoc aia la hoc tro ti nhau,tng thirng & nha tréndi xuong va loi:

— Chi Tu dau?bd dac tién nong @a anhiy chi da sip srada chuea?

Page 115 of 237



Véi mot tiéng da vui vé, C6 Ng>e nhanh nhu brdc xusng nha ngang:

— Thua thay, con dp srada ca rdi a!

Vira néi, cd wa I& mé vac miy quan tén dit vao trong phn va sai thng nko dem $ tién
ay nhap véi nhitng quan &n cia badd dua cho lac ndy Ay mo bo 1am hai bo. Badd &
san vra vao:

— THé chi dua tién anh T bao nhiéu?

Co Ngoc tuoi cuoi:

— Thra me nam quan. Va am quan éa ne cho rira la meoi.

Bado ciing ardi:

— [t nhit chi ciing phii c6 Mo quan. Wi nam quan éa tdi 1a mrdi 1am quan, chr chi
nay radugc nam quan thoi thi anly tiéu sao chaua?

CO Ngpc van aroi loi 1a;

— Bao nhiéu, conimg khong téc, nhrng con ch sy anhiy cé nhéu tién lai cang haydi
cb dao.

Roi ¢0 vao béng my hom hy hai quan @ra giao cho thng nkb va fim tim aroi ny, ¢o
nhin ctdong:

— Théi mroi hai quan 1&ta 1am rdi. HE madugc vao phuc fich thi By may trim cing co.
Van Hac chi cuoi khéngdap.

Tién nongdd dac thu »p xong. Ongid badd bao thing nkd dong ganhiwa chang 1én Ha
NOI.
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L éu chdng (1939) — Cirong 12

L dc gin sang, ngoai sahrong ima, tw nhién i gié &0 a0, & miy hat mua lacdac sa
xuong. Gi nha to déu lo thom thhm trong rang lai nhur ky trudc, 6ng tdi doc &c hi cho
den ldc vao trong ma trat xang, lam i cai than lc tro.

Nhung ma khong. @p tiét tieu han, tdi phai chiéu & lam phép th thoi. Gi nhadn uong
vira xong, thi ra vra anh, gié wra im, du troi dan din sang sa, nit troi dan can nho
|én dau twong phiaddng.

Ong chi nha tp lan nay cang thém chétt

Trong moi cai yén @ng nhr trong Moi Ccai trap, ngoai nimg db dungan mot ngay, ong
ay da nh ca trau cau troi va thubc 14 cdn Sin. Hon nita ong ta con mwn daudugc bdn
anh con trai kbe manh nhanh niu, dua xubng nha ngang rihdinh xin Wi cac éng
khéach to d¢é chiing mangtd 1éu chdng.

C6 nhién cai Bo tamay khong tf¢ bi ai tir chi.

Mot o dai ﬁp nap kéo nhau radng, sau khitd din dng cli 1am $in dd ruou dé téi vé
nha cuing éng cho vui.

Van Hac budc rio dang saubéc Cung Wi mot giong hbin khain:

— Thang Man diing duoc vao mt ¢6 phii vui khdng? \Ang né, d@ng thy nhur thiéu céi gi
ay vay.

Pbc Cung vin ram rap cit got, khdéng quay & lai:

— U cdi ltic ma né hm dac, han that, thi ai ding phai buc minh. Nheng ngh bdn thing
duoc vao, ndt minh no leng thi ding ©i nghiép. Trwa hdm qua, khi n6 &u mao chao
chdng minh va vacdao Bu xudng thém, tao vra &i ngi vira bubn ardi, nhung phii b
nam khéng dam ei.

— Lucay dta nao vé phic maudi mot tiéng, khdng khéo thiscradanh nhau. Ty no
hong thi ding throng hai that ddy. Nhung, bay gb méi hong, ding 1a may cho ném
réi. N6 thi ca thay bon khoa thi ba khoailbay kinh nglie, khoa nay @i dugc vao phd.
Vi stc hoc aia no6, nhr thé ciing lada lam. Néu néduoc vao K nay, khéng kb may thi
lai kho tao hay la kb cac anh tao. N6 vao cung \Givthang nao thi kb thang ay... Ky dé
nhit taoda phii lam cho no hai & hau o bai kinh E, ky dé nhi, anh hai tacai phai ciing
nd bt van phuday...
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Van Hac vira néi vira @ di téi bén @anhBoc Cung, ngng 1én thy Tiém Hong, boan
Bang, da cach mt quang kha xa, chang:

— Thing cha kia con @ hon n6 nhéu lam, phai khéng may?

Mot ludng gi6 ki U G & phia ngt thoi dén, hai ngroi déu phii ring minh,poc Cung
kho&c fiy canh tay Van kt vadi sat vao bénanh chang chda rét, i hoi:

— Thing nao?
— Thang ay?...

— A, Tran Bic Chinh pli khdng? Nu nhr duoc thing Man thi n6 én gi chiing minh.
Sirc hoc aia nd, chra chic dd duoc biang lop trung &p. Tao khong fu nddinh thi lam
gi! Chic né ch cdt Cap qu;én vao trong dé gi cdi téng “con nha gia @ cha gi? Con
nha gia tk ba mroi may tudi dau, khéng thi khdngie, thi ding nhuc cho cha malam
chu!

— Nheng tao lo qua, 3n sach la k& nang nHit, mot minh vét dén hai qugn thi viét |am
sao?

— Khong s! Taoda ko rd né bi! Tao bio ky nay réu ciu vao rira thi it nguy hém. La
vi dén ky phac hach, linh trang canh phongtilam, khéng ai cé thlam ga cho ai. ¥
lai, nhitng ngroi dugc vao phic iich, mroi phan chic dd chin pln, ngroi ta phai dé tam
lwc 1o vao qugn cia ngroi ta, khéng ai ctu di 1am mén. N6 ding nghe ra va chai
tao & plai. Vay thi dén khi vao teong, may chcdt viét cai quygn caa may cho k&, con
quyén aia né thi gidp qua loa cho né chép mién 1a ki c6 Hi thi théi chr khéng én
hay. Neu 1am hay, & ra ma natuoc vao phuc fich tirc [a may gét nd day.

— THé thi duoc! Di thi chi ¢t 14y hong, thi cé khé gi! Nbiing sao may khdng cho nérg
tur ky phu, cé phi suéng cho n6 khéng?

bbc Cung nim aroi:

— Nao tao cdinh lam cho n6 vao? May tinh cai luerarét nhe thé, quyén cia tao, tao
ciing V|et bay, viét ba, hubng chi la qugn lam mrén! That qua céai quysn aia né tao ch
viét quay viét qud, cling ra ngfa ly gi @. Khi ¢ truong ra, taotong réu ¢ truong ch
hong mdt nguoi ciing phii dén nd. Va gia bhong ngay K truéc, né déing man ngugn
lAm, vida 1a 6ng nht truong Bi. Thé ma ai ng no ki duoc vao, ndi khd cho ngroi ta
chi! Nguoi ta xem Bing thiy tén thi ning, chr né xem lang thiy tén thi nat tai mét
trbng ngrc danh thung thang...
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bang sau c6 &ing chan ngoi thinh thch,Doc Cung Wi quay i lai, thay c6 bt I do
bon, iim ngroi, chang len ngrng lai, cho cho pn do di vuot I€ndang tnréc minh, bi
thém:

— That day! Tao khdng n6i di. Lic nhin trén bng thiy c6 chir Tran Bic Chinh, n6
cuong @ lén, vi khdngiuoc vao cung vi i tao, te roi n6 lat dat chay di kiem tao, nky
tao thué ngoi lam bai. Nhr thé c6 nhuc hay khéng?

Van Hac phi aroi:

— Thé ky trudc may hy caa né bao nhiéu?

— Ba chic quan! Con k dé nhat né mron céi thing & bén Bic Ninh, ngheiau ding phii
bay nhiéu.

— Thé sao K nay no 4i chiu tra &én bdn chic quan?

—O! Bon chyc quan, cir tm chuc quan n6 @ing phii muon. Viét khdng mi quyen, né
khéng mron thi lam tl nao? Cao thta ma ra a? Tadinh bép n6 cho mayy sau clc
guan, nleng ngh thuwong hai, cho nén ndéi cédy nhiéu.

Van Hac ch tay rading trrdc mat:

— Nhung may clra néi Wi hai 6ng kia cla?

béc Cung fic dau:

— May trong tao di 1am sao! Ai c6 di gi madem chugn dy noi wi thang chaay!

— U néu néi hai on@y thi nguy cho tao! Vi cac oriy khongua chu;en do. Gi sir khoa
nay taodo, thi con khong saoam nhit khoa nay taodng, y la cac éndly s: thi nhau
ma nhéc ming st doi..

Cau chugn conduong ndi v, & phia tege mit d& nghe c6 éing 6n ao.

Dén ara trrong woi.

Quan trrong Van chra ra. Ngoai trong, cac @a condéng imim. H6m nay \ng teo, 6
nguoi lai chi bang mot phan ba K truac. Neu so \6i ky dé nhat, ¢6 E khongdugc king

mot phan muoi. Nhiing ongdau bac va nlitng ciu condé hong mao, bay @i khdng thiy
c6 miy, phan déngdéu la nhirng ngrodi trong ngoai Bn muoi. Troi tuy gia rét, neng
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trén nét nit moi nguoi déu nhir V& ra bt cai tam tang vui srong. Phii! DA vaodén ky
d¢ tam, moi phan chic do bay roi, khong @& nhan @ng tu tai. Du c6 bng nira ding la
mot 6ng nh truong, du cho thién b phuc minh fpc arng. bing trge cai @nh tang ay,
dau ngroi chin chan dén dau ding khéng giu dugc vé tu hao.

Nguoi ta tr hdo Bing nhing cau s&oét ci:

— Ky trudc tao vét bat thanh vin ly, thé ma ding vao, c6 cét hay khéng?

— Tao khong bc hanh gi &, sach ¥ quén nix hi nat. Lat rita, khong khédén nop
guyen trang ma ra.

Giira tiéng am am aiadamdong, trong teong git giong diém mot hoi tréng céai. Gra
truong ng toang. Hai 6ng chanh phoickhao déng dc tir nha THp dao di ra Wi co,
bién, long.

Ky nay con it b tro, hai vi 4, hitu, khong phi dungdén, chi thi ¢ hai vi giap at. Van
Hac vao viat, Tiém Hong, boan Bing, vaboc Cungdéu vao vi giap.

Vi tén minh mai cbi bang, phii vao sau, hai changitinhauding dinh di rong. Thinh
linh nghedang sau c6 &ing ngroi hoi:

— Bui tién sinh!
béc Cung, Van Hc cung quayai.

Trén burc Chinh vra suyt i noi vai bo mat hét ho hat hai va mdt nguoi linh ao rep deo
leu chongdi theo.

— T6i trong tién sinhy cra vi gidp quanh din tim mai béry.
— Chung tdi @dng duong tim @u!

Sau khida n6i ténbic Chinh \6i Van Hac va néi tén Van bt voi Bic Chinh,bdc Cung
ra ko trinh trong:

— Hai 6ng & viéc ndi chuygn tr nhién. Téi sang bén kia.
R4i chang it dat quay hi ca viat. Van Hac ding ki bén anhbac Chinh:
— Tén @u ¢ trén tén toi phi khdng?
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Puc Chinh chra Ft tréng ngre, chang Wa thy vira tr 10i bang giong & phép:
— Thua vang. Tén téb trén tén ngadd bén chuc ngroi.

— HAm nay chic rang ngroi ta canh phong nghiém dighon nhirng hdm tre. Vay cau
vao tirge, thi nks dong Bu ¢ chd cach nha Tﬁp dao that xa. Nhrng ding néndong vao
noi ddng naroi, dirng dong E loi ra din by rdo. Ri khi ti vao, toi § tim dén chb cau.

Hoi trong ntip khau ¢ nha THp dao di radadiem mau nlip i nGi rit mach king ba
tieng déng dc cwi cung.

Long vang, éng xanh tinh trong nréc dng phé ch khao va chéc bicn phung ch 1én mit
ghe tréo.

Chong quyén canh quan phé ahkhio da chugn 1&n tay ngoi lai phong. Ngroi linh cam
loa va lpn linh the séat 6i tap ai lam véc nay...

Bai vi s6 nguoi da thra, hyc tro khdng phi len 16i chen chi nhu cac K trudc.

Cai loa @ia ngroi linh ao rep dwongam oe ¢ trén glt tréo, phia sadamdéng bng co
tieng trong khau do hoi.

Nhitng ngroi ding trong ng ngac bi nhau va nht t& quay nit ra ngoaibam ngroi 1an
lan & sang hai bén nhhaidan \it. Dudi bdn chiéc long xanh choép 4, 10 10 tién vao
mot dng @ gia co ro trongam 4o gm tam tié. Véi chom raudiém bac phit pho bay
ngoai cai quaida lch aia chéc nén I6ng, ngoi ta co tlt doan énciy vao khang hon
sau mwoi tudi. Va véi | 4odo nep xanh éch théch xachdiéu bung trap, dp ma fu, tay
thuéc di theodang sau, ngoi ta lai c6 thé biét dngdd 1a bt vi dai than.

bung dinh ct d6i 6ng quin, nhEu tring lrot thuot trén hai chic giay kinh, v dai than
khoan thaidi vao ctd truéc ara tnrong.

Chiéc dang ¢ gu va chéc ght banh g tric 1&n nréc da ké én o phia tay trai. Sau khi
cung quan pho ehkhao chip tay cuidau mot cach cung kinh,ivdai than 4y chém chg
ngoi vao gré banh. Nlﬁfng ngroi di theo nghiém trangung hau & phia saudng Khu
troi trén ghé khi chit, nd khdngiu chd cho Bn chiéc long cung girong. Hai chéc dugc
che vao thng dau viéndai than. Con hai ctic nia, thi phi che nghiéng hai bén.

(Bi kiém duyet bé héi Phap thuic.)
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Nhu d& queng, nguoi linh xachdiéu, thongdiéu, dat 1én mit dang, dat vao nédiéu mot
moi thuoc lao, gira khi an han md cai long ap, thoi hon than bng chamira vao nét soi
day rut ga.

Vién dai than rungdui vit chiéc xe trdc dai vat ninchiéc can cau, ngai nip nhangdit
ludn iy cai cho ngn lta o trén nddicu nho 1én tit xuong, nhr mot ngon den dip gio,
roi mai hat mot hoi dai.

Khoi thude trong nii, trong meéng tir tir theo ngn gid kic tan vao trongam khong
trung gia &nh, viéndai than hung ding cH tay |én chg‘:c glre tréo dia 6ng pho ci khao
vadua ra ngt day nfiing tieng liu tiu. Tac thi, hai chéc long vangg trén cai bén phung
chi lién dugc nang Ién choét vot ga troi.

May nguoi hoc trd nha qué thi #im hoi nhau:

— Ong gi ma oai thnhi? Bo 1a 6ng éng dbc cia tinh Ha Nbi.

Tuy khéng @ vao céng Vc trong terong, nheng nhirng cdng véc ngoai terong, déu do
ngai coi soc,it mot ganh méc an cia cac quan tiong tro 1én. Hai K trude vi luc gip
rét, khi i mua, ngai khdng thtsi.

HAm nayduoc troi khé réo, nén ngaién qua &a trrdng dé coi hoc trd vao teong.

Va ngaida hit dugc qui tang caiddi long vang che cho ofit bien chi phung chi lam viéc
maot cach trai phép. & vi chiec bien phung ch nguyén laié cia nha vua ban cho, né con
o trén 6ng phoé ankhao, va 6ng pho ahkhao chi la ngroi vang theo rénh Enh aia no.

Hai chiéc long vang riéng che cho ndéng E phai cao ton dbi long xanh che cho éng
nay moi la hop phép.

Nhung hai tén linh ngu siddé hai chéc long iy thip hon miy chiéc long xanh éa éng
pho chi khao d6 hon mpt thuge. Day 1a mdt toi co thé bao 1adai bat kinh. Vi thé, ngai
phai chiéu theo oai qu§n cha 6ng chia mot tinh ma radnh cho hai ngoi linh kia
nang caatoi long do Ién.

Quan dngddc chirng chac dang diy tir biét 6ng phé ch khao dé theo Bn chiéc long
xanh g dam hpc trodi ra.

Tiéng loa \ain 4m e thét bén anh gt tréo.
Hét chirng ¢in hai tém ngroi thi dén tén Tan Bac Chinh.
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V6i mot tieng ch manh kro, chang va nghi deo ku chdng cho changim xim tién dén
khu dat caa tnrong.

Cai 4o 1 do nep xanh @ga thang phongdo nhr d& bao cho ong pho etkhao biét nguoi

chu hin 1a mt con nha qu@n quy. La vi chco nktrng nha qu&n quy noi dugc co thr ao
ay, chi c6 con nha quan quy khidi thi méi phai ¢ ngroi deo Bu chéng Au. Hai sr di
thudng da kit 6ng pho ch khao doi lai quyén thi aia Tran Bic Chinhg tay ngroi lai
phongdé coi qua ry dong cung khai tartai, cho bét chang la con céi éng nao. Sau khi
bon linh thé satdd kham xét qua lod dac, 6ng pho ch khao lién tra quyén thi aia

chang cho ngoi lai phongdé hin trao hi cho chang. Ri ra lénh bon linh th sét bo bac

l&u chéng nkx cii vadeo gilp chang vao khcira trrong.

Nguoi linh cim loa hi tiép tuc goi cac ngroi khac.

Cong Vvic vao tirong ky nay chong bn cac K truée nhieu lam. Ténbao Van Hc tuy &
cuoi bang nheng khi mit troi 1€n khoi ngon tre thi changing da dugc vao.bac Chinh

dong ku da xong, anh taosvan ¢ gan ara truong co y clky don cai ngroi lam thué cho

minh.

Theo chan #n, Van Hc di vao gira vi, changt khen fin khéo timiugc chb dong ku
dang nhr loi changda din lac ndy, cai ctrkhéng ving khdngdéng va 4i xa chiéc choi
cia quan ng St.

(Bi kiém duyet bé hoi Phap thugc.)

buc Chinh tungang avi bo 40 Bu cia Van Hic va Him ho gilipdd Van Hac tat ca nhirng
viéc am gong leu, lgp mai Eu, ké chdng vao trong Iongu.

Trong radau bai wra thic. Hai ngoi lién cuing 8m sra géy bat, top muc di ra nha
bang.

Cha cha! Coi thy céi bing ma &? Tir tréndén dudi, tir du dén cubi, Iy tit nhitng chir 1a
chix. Boi vi ky nay 1a vin sach mc, ngroi ta ch ¢dt tim nhu cau lbi ngoit ngoéo trong
céac kinh, trugn, tr sir, dé coi src nhy sach va kitiu [am \an cia cac bc trd ma thoi.
DPoc qua ndt luot tir chir “van” dén cau “thi \i tran chi, d quan qu¥t uan”, Van Hac <
bao buc Chinh:

— Théi! Giu ar cim hop mure cho tdidé tbi chép cho!
— Vay thé t6i khdng plii chép hay sao?

Van Hac 6n bn;
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— Thi mjt ngudi chép, bi vé leu chiing ta ciing coi, khdngrehai ngroi ciing chép cho
mat cong!

buc Chinh nghe ra,dm lien vui longding lam cai gia nang ok hop myc dé cho Van
Hac quét bat by muec.

Mat nhin 1&n lang, tay pli cam bat, tay trai am mbt tap gidy ké vao sau vadic Chinh,
Van Hac viét lia [ia ot hoi, viradugc mot to toan la cli thao 10i t6i. Changiua © ay
chobtc Chinh ém, dé minh hi viét to khac,buc Chinh ngé quadn noi nbt cach
hoang Ht:

— Chet chira 6ng vét thau qua ténay, toi khong th nhan ra chir gi. To sau to di, xin
ong viet rd rang lon Mot chut.

Van Hac cé y hrc minh, nleng Van ngot ngao:
—Puoc! Cau khong lo! Cli gi khéng bét, lat nira, tdi € doc cho!

ROi chang 4i tiép tuc ngody ludn rt mach. Gin dén ba & gidy Iénh dip mudi hai dong
moi hét caidau de. Sau khida ntam lai luot nita xem c6 cb nao théu sét hay khéng,
Van Hac lien cungbuc Chinh \é léu.

Bdy gio hoc tro trong vi, pAn nhitu msi gidp duoc mbt nira, cé ngdi méi chépduoc
mot phan badau bai.

Vwradi, Van Hac wvira bin khain trong lung:

— Kho qua? Cai thng cha nayadi khong thibe mat chir thao. Mot quyen vian sach maie
phai viét ngang lng $ ngay cho noat ca, thi Hn bao nhiéu thi gi That Ia minhda vo
co deoda vao ting.

Téi léu, chang g miy to dau bai coi hi dé nhan nhirng céi neo vit bi hiém caa quan
truong da hoi ¢ trong cac cau. Cai baiin sach nii nang 1am sao! It ca van 05, vian kim
c6 i ba mroi cau Wi d6i nhau,ay 1a khéng K cai cauté cuong va nliing cau bi ltng
& cwi cacdoan. Nhrng may qua, 4y nhiéu cau bi, chang khéng bquén cau nao.
thi changdy gidy viét luén mdt doan ms dau do non ndt trangdwa chobic Chinh va
dan:

— Cau viét hét ba dong uai, thi chra lai d¢6 dé di |ay dau nhit trung.

butc Chinh ng ngac:
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— Ongdua cho toi cai giy dau baidé tdi chép vao quan chi!
Van Hac mim aroi:

— Treong quydadinh, riéng K van sach thifugc mién ta dé myc, nghia ladau quyen ar
viéc viet bai, chr khéng pli chépdau bai...

buc Chinh ra b sanh soi:

— CO chir? Toi lam vin sachid nhiu. Nhung tréng chi ¢6 van tp thi msi mién ta dé
muc. Té ra vin thi dingduogc the u?

Roi han hi hody gb quyén ra viet. Bay gio Van Hac msi nghi dén bai éia minh. Mt lat,
bt Chinh tinh tiong dua quyén cia hin sangéu Van Hac:

— Nho 6ng, coi giim xem c6 ¢hnao thra nét, théu nét hay khéng?

Thoat nhin ba cit “déi si van” & dau dong thr nhit, Van Hac cau may Bng quiyén sang
tra buc Chinh:

— Quén rat? Téi khdng én ciu, cht “si” cau viét da hong mat roi!

burc chinh git minhdanh thot:

— Sao th hir ong? Toi rong chir “si”, cai ngang déi ngan hon cai ngang trén la gh
Van Hac bat cuoi:

— Phii rbi? Néu cai ngang di khong ngin hon céi ngang tren thi né & chir “thd”,

dau phii la chr “si” nra? Cadiéu chir “si” & day, cH duogc viét nho bang nra chir khac va
phai viét 1éch \é phla liru dong. Bi vi chit “si” & day, ding nhr chir “than” trong quyn
thi dinh, né 1a ttng minh t xeng minh, c6 ngia la téi. $ di trong quyn thidinh, hoc
trd phii xung king “than” 1a tai quyén d6 viét cho vua xem. Con qég thi heong, thi chi
dé cac quan trong coi, it khi pli dé ngr 18m, cho nén ¢t tro phii xung la “g”. DU

xung la “9” hay xung la “thAn” ciing Ay, nhitng chir 4y déu phai viét bé nhr chit xong

cudc. Néu viét [on ra, trc 14 pham traong quydo!
Ptc Chinh ng ngan:
— Vay thi bao nhu chr “si” trong quyén naydéu phai viét nho ca chi?
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van Hac ngh tham: “That 1a céi 6il... C6 & nd la ten oan nghip chréng, hén vaodé
b&o oan minkiay ching”. Roi chang & ranh @t nghia:

— Khong. C4c ol “si” khac khéng chvao minh, thitéu viét 16n nhr thuong, chi chix
“ST” ndo minh & xung minh ndi phai viét nho. Noi quyén van sach, cé ba ¢h'si” ding
vé nghady. Mot la chir “si” trong cau ddi si van” & ngaydau bai. Hai 1a chr “si” trong
cau “g gia hanh phung tinh thé, tong s van traong, quing kién nhr tu, vi tri thi pha,
nguy@n chp sr ky trach d van” ¢ doan cui bai. Ba la clt “si” trong cau “§ can doi” ¢
chot bai. My chi “si” 4y déu c6 ngfia 12 tdi &. CAu thir nhit 14 “Thua tdi nghe”, cau th
hai 1a “tdi nay may gp thoi thinh, theo Wéc truong van, thly dep nhr vay khdng bét co
phai hay khéng, xin cac quara clon ma tau Ién cho”, caudtba 1a “toi én than thra”.

Vi thé, chit “si” d6 méi phai viét bé.

Puc Chinh léng cwng:

— Bay gb toi trot viét 16n mat roi, thi lam thé nao?

— Thi phii di canh qugn vy, chr con cé cach gitra?

buc Chinh bt dat |4y gidy dong quyn, dé tén va vét may dong cung khai tardai, roi
han € dan Van Hc:

— Nho éng tréng éu ho toi, dé ti dén nha Thp dao!
Van Hac co y i cau:

—Puoc! Cau or di. Ai d& mat Iéu ma &7?

R4i chang hi nc quay vao nghbai aia minh.

Lan nay @n than hon may lan trede, ngh dén dau, chang giap ra#y dén day, chi
khéng vét luén vao quen. Khi changta gidpduoc hon hai ty, ngha la gii hét mot cau
dé cuong va ta 16i xong miy cau i vé Nghiéu, Thdn, V8, Thangda cim aui viét xong
may dongdau quyén, Bic Chinh ding chra \&.

Trong nit trung vira roi & nha THp dao, mit troi d& Ién kha cao, chang khongpkioi
brc Chinh, pli bo 1éu d6 madi lay dau.

Ngoai rao éa nha Thp dao, hoc tro loang thoang cé éhvai ngroi. Buc Chinh i bo
mit tai xanh vén rau rautirng doi d6, vi ngroi lai phong chra trao td quyén. Van Hic
vira trao qugn qua rao cho ft nguoi linh 4o rep, thi du cong & ay lat d¢at dén bén anh
chang, nbr chang gic bon linh kia ky quyén cho minh.
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Van Hac mim ardi ché gidu:

— Cau con khong gic dugc hp, nira toi...! Thoi khong péi giuc. Giuc ding khongdugc.
Cau ar chiu khdédang day, lat nra, tr nhién v khac dua ra.

Bén rao vi giap obt co téng goi that I6n:
— Thing Hac da raday a?

Van Hac thodng nghe tén minhjivngang dau 1&n. Buiboc Cungduong dimg ctong tay
vao hrc rao bén kia & mot dangdiéu tuoi nhu con rot va ép:

— May di ldy dau nhat trung haydi canh qugn?

Van Hac tra 161 mét cach tr dac:

— T ngaydi thi dén gio, may thiy tao phi canh qugn lan nao?

béc Cung i hoi:

—Pau bai k nay kha angday nhi? May nhb ca hay cé b quén cau nao?

Van Hac chra Kip tra 10i, trén choi Ibng c6 nét hdi tro tre. Hai chang kit 1a quan ng ra
oai, ai iy déu phai ngam miéng nin thit.

Ngudi linh 4o rp & nha THp dao chay ra anh rao Wi mot quyén thi trong tay:
— Ai la Tran Btic Chinh?

buc Chinh Iéng cubng tr 1oi:

— Thua téi.

— Sao dng canh qéy ssm thé? Tir gio dén t6i phong ching phii “canh” d6 may quyén
nita hr 6ng?
Vira néi, ngroi dy chia cai qugn Iéndau birc rao va nhibic Chinh tang hai con nit
cham clpc. buc Chinh lam thinh khéndap, changién lay quyen bo ong va vui ¥ voi
Van Hac:
— Ong haydtng doi & day, toi xin \é& trudc.
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Van Hac 18 phép cuidau:

—Vang! Gu ar ve truéc ma vét, de di lay dau nhat trung. Nhimg ciu nén vét can than
mot chat, Ko lai sai lam, phai di cAnh qugn lan nira thoi mat thi gio lam day.

V& mot tiéng ch S8 sang vaat cung kinhpac Chinh cung clail ra. Hoc tro kéoden
lay dau nhat trung mdi phut mdi déng. Van Hc chy mot [ic nra myi nhan dugc quyén
cua ngroi lai phongdua ra.

Chang ¢ dén leu, Brc Chinh vin duong ngong ngéng rig doi. Thay chang, u ta lien
cat cai gpng git giong:

— Chir “thiét” c6 bao nhiéu nét, 6ng ith
Van Hac budc voi vao Bu va ngi quay it tré ra, nhin ting sangdu Bac Chinh:
— Cau hoi chit “thiét” Ia gi?

— Thra 6ng, cli “thiét” Ia “trom”. Toi méi viét dén cau “thét vi”, vi trong hin gidp, 6ng
viét da thao, t6i khéng nn ra iy nét, nén con ahdé hoi 6ng...

— Hai muroi hai nét fit ca. Néu viét hai mroi mét nét thi feng.

buc Chinh ra B mung 16:

— May qud, chitima thi téi vét chir “thiét” don.

Van Hac xua tay liaia:

— Ay chét! Khéngduoc viét don, chir gi ding vay. Néu viét don < bi danh 1a lach tr.

Roi hai ngrorl cung quay vao, ai |ﬁy cui xuwng it qu;én cim dau ma vét buc
Chinh wra viét vira ntim ban giap vadem tirng nét, méng hin luén [udn &m rAm nher
bon thay boi nkim que. Lau lau kn viét dugc nra dong ti tu, lai s€ tudn quyn sangédu
Van Hac dé chang coi B. Lan nay, trong raly dong khong psai km cho nao. Van Hc
s& sang léng quyén tra han, dé han di lay dau nhit trung va Ko han liéng © giay giap

sang éu minh,dé minh giap thém cho éhdoan nira.

Bay giv hoc troda thra, cho nén cong & xin cau nhit trungda nie, khong plhi cho doi
lAu qua nr may ky truéc. Van Hic giap chddtrc Chinh viradugc hai trang va it
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quyén minhdugc mpt trangdau va nra trang @6i, da thhy bac Chinh to vé véi mot vé
mat sung song.

— Gan trea i day, ciu phai viét mau tay mit chdt ko bai con nhiu, dén chiéu lai phai
voi vang.

Vira n6i Van Hc vira vo t gidy gidp tron nlr qua 6i va ném sangtl Bac Chinh.

Nhat lay “qua oi gidy” y, Bc Chinh vidt cho thing ra vadm bam doc hét tir dau dén
cuwoi. Roi han lam & hay chr va hoi Van Hac:

—O. Thé hai cau bi vé Han \an Bé vabuong Théai Tén, 6ng chéiy u?

Van Hac biét 1a hin hoi lay mé, ky thuc ching hiéu gi @, nheng chang @ng cit nghia
that tha:

— Phiil Phép lam ¥in sach, &n phii cai lai dau bai,dau bai ki ra giong ché, thi minh
phai khen,dau bai ki ra giong khen, thi minh gl ché.Ay 1a néi \é tiéu tiét. Con \é dai
thé, thi v6i c6 nhan bao @i ciing khen, ma & hau nhan, bao giciing ché. Vi vy, cac
cu d& c6 cauing:

“Puong, Ngu, Tamiai thi khen, HanPuong trs xuong thi Ién chaiau. Han \in bé va
buong Thai Téndéu la Hu nhan, 4t nhién plii len chodau. Neu khéng tc la trai neo”.

Puc Chinh im fing gic dau xudng yén, wra viét vira do fing chir trong kin gidy giap.

Gan trua, hin viét, gan dugc ba &, Van Hac lai quang sang cho 6t cuc gidy nita. Ging
nhu lan trudc, han gio to gidy doc di doc lai may 1an xem c6 cir gi nghi ng hay khong,
roi lai cam aui nan not ting nét, y nkr nhirng ciu hoc trd Mbi tap viét td. Mot IGc sau,
han bdng 1én gbng tr phy:

~ A ” A ”

— Toi tréng trong rgt chix “dang” phai la chir “dau”. Lam saay trén chir “khau”, 6ng
viét, thiéu cai ngang con? Hay |a drayi?

Van Hac duongdé tam tri vao mt doan vin ngait ngoéo thinh linhibcau i dy dap vao
bén tai, lam dayuttudéng tr nhién ngng lai, chang ki buc minh:

— Cau khong coi Bng chir hay ngroi ta yét o cira trrong tir ky dé nhit hay sao?
buc Chinh ngay tht tra |oi:

— CO? Toi co6 coi? Ning téi khdng thy noidén chir “dang”?
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— The thi c6 hva lGcay mit cdu quang ang. Trong dong “kinh khu nhat bit” ¢ ngay
dau bang, cting c6 clit “dang” la gi? Nguyén ghg chr “dang” van la chir “dau” ¢ trong,
vi né thipe hang huy nig cua nha vua, nén ghkinh khuyet nhat but. Ngha la cung kinh
ma [ sotdi mot nét. Neu viet du ca cai ngang,dtc la ptam hay. Gu nghe khéng?

buac Chinhra b lo o

— Chét chira? TH t6i trot viét ca cai ngang con ét rdi, thi 1am th ndo, xoati ¢ dugc
hay khéng?

— Khéngdugc. Nhiing chr hlydéu 1a chr tén nha vua. Ting hay chinh |a tén vua, kih
huay thi la tén niing ba vua, mvua, hay la tiéndtlau doi caa vua. Theo phép, bao nhiéu
chir hlydéu bi cim doc, cim viét, phai coi nhir chit bo di. Boi thé, di minh vet roi lai
x6a, ding & c6 éi. Vi rang chinh minkta viét chir ay kia ma?

Prc Chinh hi cb héi thém cau fra;

— Hay la x6a cho mdttdi vay?

Van Hac phat gt:

— Cang khongiugc nira. Boi vi truong quyda kit nhitng cH dap xoa, cl chim ba cai
vao mit, dé cho ngroi ta c6 tté nhan ré nguyén hinhi@ né. Nu x6a cho muit di, tuc la
“d6 bat thanh ¢ day.

Puc Chinh hi ngdi phat day:

— THé thi tdi lam tié nao bay gi? Néu lai canh quygn lan nixa, thi vét bao gb cho xong,
khong khéo &bi ngaai ham!

Van Hac ra [ thuong hai:

— Vay thi chr “dang” iy & to thir may?

— Thea 6ngo to thir ba.

— Thé thi sy gi? Xé me cai © gidy ay ma vit to khac.

btrc Chinh hi lkng nhr mo méi tinh:
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— U nhil Cai t thir ba khong dinki¢n dau gidp phung, xéi la ranh. The ma trong lic
boi roi, téi khdng nglira, sao ma ikt gan u méten vay?

Roi han khom ling 1am véc nhr thuong. LAu 1au Bn nging dau 1én va néi chd sangu
Van Hac:

— CAu nay sao 6ngilviét chir “dung”?

Van Hac c6 y n@c nhién:

— Cau nao t cau?

Ptrc Chinh ra b khiém 6n:

— Céi cau “nc Nghiéu Thén ky quan dan, Y Qan thanh chdyng gid”ay ma. Toi nk
¢ sach Minh, Tir, thay Manh o 6ng Y Doan la “thanh chi @m”, khong plii la “thanh
chi dung”.

Van Hac trc qua khéng nim dugc, chang cau:

— Té ra trong 10di hoc ciu khdng thém i chix hiy. Roi khi téi truong, du lai khdng
buon ngddén cai king chir hdy. The ma du ding ap quyén, di thi, tdi khen cho &u la
gan.

Ngung lai mot 1at, Van Hc wvira giv da lradanh fra hat thiéc wvira tiép:

~

— Boi vi chix “nham” la chix trong hay, cho nén kiéng khordgoc dung, phi |ay chir
“dung” thay vao. Khong ph la tdi quén sach maatibay cho @u.

Dbtc Chinh c6 y bi then, lién noi gy then:

— Quai h? Tdi c6 coiv bang chi hdy, nhing t8i chi thiy chir mién, ctir hong, chr ung,
chit hué, clx hao... &t ca chirng lon, nam chuc chir, khdng thy chir nham ¢ dau!

Van Hac duong tirc, nghe cady chang 4i bat cuoi, suyt rira i sic hoi thudc, lien néi
bang giong cle nhao:

— Phiil Trong hing, khdng c6 cih “nham” that day. Chang nhirng mjt minh chir “nham?”,
tat ca nhirng chr trong hay nhr chir ching, chr anh, clir dom, chr thi...déu khéng co

Puc Chinh khéng itu & cau gdu oot voi vang ngit 10i:
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~

— Vay thi 6ng bét chir “nham” 1a chix trong hay?
Van Hac tho hét khéi thube va tép:

— Thé ciu coid trong king, c6 thy dudi dong “trong hdy d ha” c6 cau “nhit tu ta tdng
nhan, liru tong nham” khéng?

— C6. Tdi c6 thy. Va con c6 nkiu chir “nhat ty” khac nhr la “nhét ty ta tong nhit, hiru
tonguong”, “nhat tu ta tong hoa, fiu tong tong” nira

—O? Tk, bén & chit “nhan” bén Kku chir “nhAm” hop lai chang 1a chir “nham” thi gi?
Vira 16i ti d& ndi Bing: nHing chir pham haydéu bi cam khéngduoc viét, cim khéng
duoc doc. PO 1a knh aia triéu dinh, ai ding phii theo, tr quan chi dan, irra nhiing
ngudi 1am giic. Va khéng phi chi cim ¢ trong quyn thi ma thoi, Bt ky chd nao, r
cudn $ mai hien dén cac sachdardéu phai kiéng Hét.

Céai hing treod cira tredong hdm w tuy 1a Bing yét chir hdy, nheng réu viét han cac clir
hay ra thi ra quanibng da plam hay 6i. Vi thé, nhitng chir khinh hay, ngoi ta mji
viét thiéu di mot nét, va niing chir trong hay thi lo tach ratng minh. Coidén chb dé,
minh phi hiéu ngim trong lung. Thi di thay viét bén & chir nhat, bén ku chi vong, thi
biét n6 la chir anh, tlfiy viét bén & chir hda bén fiu chir trong, thi bét & chi ching. Mot
sy d& dang nir thé, ma sao 4u ciing khong htu? Théi fr gio dén ti, cau ar coi vao kin
giap, It thay tdi viét thé nao, thi chep chaing tré Ay. Bung hi nira, 1am nat thi giv cua
t6i. Trua 1Oi, bai con nhdu lam, tdi viét khéng Kp thi nguy é day.

buc Chinh Ry gis méi biet xau ho, han ben vang alvai cau cho quadt lai quaydau
vao Viet.

Mat troi d& xe. Con gi6 kic lic nayda tinh, bay gi lai noi ao &o. Khi tii moi ltc moi
thém gia ngt.

buc Chinh chép é méy to gidy gidp. Van Hc van chra viét tiep cho tin. ba hali, ba
lan, han toan :[hl]c a@ic, vi 8y Van Hac it gg”yi, nén hi rut ré khéng dam. Ghmot hoi
nira, khdng thy Van Hac da dong giden, han bendanh o goi hoi:

— Ongbao! Thra 6ng, nkitng © gidy trudc, toi da viét xong bi a!

Van Hac dwong mii tim may chi xdc & Truong Tir Phongdé doi voi cau té 1oi ve Gia
Cét Lirong ma changa ngh dugc 16i, nghe téng Bic Chinhdoi bai chang Bn gat di:

— Cau hay thong th lat nra. Bé tdi con ngf.
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buc Chinh kig vang nét tiéng. i han lay thit kho, rioc bongde an kém \bi banh gio,
com ram.

Nhai cHip nhai chdi mot ho| trong hung da tmy Iung keng, Bc Chinh dc ngroc qua
bau nrgc ché vao nding; roc mot thdi dai, va gb géi thibc 14 cn Sin, lay ra not diéu...
réi han hi hic danh Ira vira cham wa hat phi phéo...

biéu thuc da chay Bt gia mjt nira, bai @a Van Hc van chradua sang. Rét gan tin
bay gio hinh nhr d& néng hoi bi. Rinh maidugc IGc ngroi linh trén choi canh ngoh
mit sang phia bén kiagh lién chay tot sang éu Van Hac.

Mot cai gt minhdanh thét 1am cho Van #d ngdi phat tro day:

— Chét ndi? Ai bao ciu sangtay lam gi? Linh no trong dly thi chét bo me ca d6i bay
gio!

Pbuc Chinh dé daysvanh daying iy hai nén bc dat [én mit yén @a Van Hc va nic
hai tay lam mt.

— Thuea 6ng, hdm qua t@adua treée 6ng Cung hai nén con hai néiramay Xin p not.
Vay 6ng vkt not bai cho.

Thi ra Hin trong vi hin chim tién, cho nén Van kt phii ham bai 4i. Thay cai b khum
num aia han. Van Hc lai cang throng hai va cang iec croi. Ban giay giap dy daduoc
gan mot to rudi, chang vét nét hon mdt dong rira cho xong, &i trao cho fin va hoi:

— Cau c0 thuc phépdai ¢ doan van kim hay khéng.
— Thua 6ng, t6i c6 nghe qua, mhg khéng nls ki xin 6ng ch bao thém cho.

Van Hac lien gio to gidy luon phéng k 6 ¢ trong qugn minh, chang dttay vao ry day
0 dau quyén va dung céi @ing thay do giang cho hc tro:

— Cau tréng vaaiay! Trong ba hang dau dong nay. Hang trén cungt oi 1a hang du
cach, aréi hang du cachd la hang tit nhat, dudi hang thr nhit goi 1a hang tit hai,
dudi hang thir hai thi trc 1a hang tir ba. Trongdoan van kim, gip chx thiéndia, giao
miéu thi vét Ién hang du cachap chir hoangdé, hoang tixong hay la thanh tiyng,
long nhan... ngia 1a nking cHr chi vao in than nha vua thi ghviét 1en hang thr nhit.
Néu gip nhing chi chi vé dirc tinh hay cdng ¥t oia nha vua thi g viét vao hang th
hai. Con niing chr thupc vé van bai thi vét tir hang thr ba to xubng. Giu nhy 1dy nhé.
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buc Chinh ra B ngo ngac:

— Toi chra nghe ra. Thinao l1a ckt thupc Vé duc tinh va céng vic cia nha vua, 6ng noi
lai cho!

Van Hac kéo t gidy giap trong tayptc Chinh va tii xubng chdng. i chi tay vao nit
dongé doan van kim:

— Cau hay ét nghia cho tdidoan nay!

Puc Chinh nhin qua Bt luot rdi rut ré:

— T6i khéng héu lim. 6ng ging giim cho.
Van Hac lién doc:

— “Phung kim nga hoang ttyng, théng minh tacit khai dé vi cuong, d kién kién di t,
pha thai hanh chi §n”.

— I\/Iay caudo, ding nhr cau co6 ngta “s” phai vi ét nho ma t6ida néi i cau séng ngay,
déu 1a cau séo trongim sach kim Bt ky bai nao ang cé. Ngiaden @ia n6 the nay nay:
“Vang nay,duc hoang th’orng ta sang git lam phép, vui 81am grong Ay tu chit cudng
kién caa qué Kién, \d cai van hanh thdngia qu Thai...” co plai thé khong? TR thi
nhitng chir thdng minh 1a sang 8t khai dé 1a vui &, Kién kién 1a qu Kién manh, déu
néi vé dic tinh @adtc hoang tirong, ma cl di la Iéy, chir pha 1 V6 thi n6i v cong
viéc cia ngai, clr gi? Vay nhitng chir naydéu phii dai 1én hang th hai. Con hai cih
hoang tlrong thi plii dai Ién hang th nhit. Cacdoan dudi nay, éu or theodd ma suy
ra. Khongdangdai madai, dangdai madai khong lyp cach chbi danh leng ma thoi,
néu dangdai ma khongtai, thi con phi toi nira day!

buc Chinh gip o gidy gidp b tdi roi trinh trong mo tay vao hai némbo mit chéng va
ngang lén nhin Van kk:
— Thua 6ng, @i l1a thém nét chau chay, xin 6ng ndn cho.

Van Hac mim ardi cam on va gisc Bac Chinh plai vé 1éu ma vét cho mau, ko nira
cham qua. Sau khidic Chinh ra kibi, Van Hac cim hai nén be giat vao di lung va
bung bio da: “Tréng mit ra ptét cdng tr. Ai ngd N6 ki dét d¢én thé. Ay vay ma chra biét
chirng. Néu né 6t phiic ma khénguoc vao phac fich, c6 khi § @b ta tai ding nén. Véc
doi that khdng tié nao madoan trge duoc...” Rbi chang 4i gio quyén minh ra wét.
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Bay giv cong véc da nke. Bao nhiéu caudi vé thanh hén. Vua chiia ngc Tau, chang
da tra o1 xong xudi @ rdi. Lac ndy ch con phii viét mdy cau vin kim nira thoi. Cai ¢
van sach, &n kim tuy 1a thir van hoi vé cong véc hién thoi caa nxdc minh, nleng thee ra
n6 chi ladoan vin sdo. Cai saly changda phii tap tir khi condé hong mao, lang chang
da thube nhr chao chanrdi. Bay g chi phal theo gbng cau bi ma sradoi di vai chi,
khong plii kho nhpc chi rét. Coi lai dau dé va soét bai&n cia minh, chang ﬁy tir dau
dén cuwi, doan nao @ing it danh thép, ndt 1a khoéng b quén sach cr?hnao Pic y. chang
ung dung g¥ chiéc diéu caydanh kra hat thée rdi mai viét ndt.

Mat troi d& lui xudng dréi bie rao. Trén choi canhding thu quyn da thic nién nhip.
Van Hac vira kiém nhirng chr x6a s6t moc dira vira i véi sang éu Buc Chinh:

— Thé nao? Gu viét da ¢in xong clra?

buc Chinh vui \é tra loi:

— T6i ch condd ba dong fta. Ong éng gip xong bi cha?

— Phii! Ti con viét nét may chix d4, di, cau, éi nita 1a xong.
— Vay thi 6ng haydoi tdi mot lat i ta cling ra.

Hai ngroi lai cung im Bng.

Trong thu qugn mbi ltc mdi mau. Téng voi ngradi tuan & ngoai b rao hi cang nidn
nhip hon truéc.

Troi ¢& nha nhemap ti. Dam hyc trd phia nha Tap dao lodng thoang c6 mgi do leu.
Van Hac duong thu Xp giay bat ipp muc bé vao trong yén. Gt thay Birc Chinh b tay
vao tran nit caidanh lach:

— Théi ctét bo bd toi roi!

Van Hac giat minh lén hoi:

— Céi gi tié cau?

Thi ra vi trong Idc rét gan i roi: cacdoan “st gid lanh phiing tinh — tié tong § vin
truong, quin kien nhu tr vi tri thi pha” han da viet thira bon chix “tong s van traong” va
thiéu bon chx “quan kién nhr tu.” Sau khida noi qua s lam 16 ay cho Van Hc nghe,
buc Chinh hi hoi:
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— Xéa bn chir no viét bon ch kia vao anh codugc khéng?
Van Hac ngpt ngao ta loi:

— Thoidanh B to Ay di viet to khac \y. Chir x4 va cita nhiu qua nixr thé bi mic ti
“thi¢p tich” kiaday. Boi vi nguoi ta ngy minh © lam nhr vay dé danh du cai qugn aia
minh, chir c6 ai cho la minham 16.

Roi chang chy tot sang éu Buc Chinh:
—PAau du viét 1am ¢ chd ndo.Duaday toi xem.

Vira néi, Van Hc vira ngken dau ng6 vao qugn aiabic Chinh. May qua, cabtbi hong
¢ ngay tréndau trang.ben do, buc Chinh ndi viet ¢ ching hon bon dong cl ma thoi.
Chang gic han xé © ay, roi chang am luén manh gay giap va § anui:

-bé t0| doc cho du viét. Pung Wi. Trong thu qugn moi hét mot hdi. Con $m chan.
Néu tdi thi ta thip rén! Hay con hai bi tréng nira kia ma s gi?

Puc Chinh khidy méi khoi héi hop trong ngrc. Han lién can than theo méng Van Hc
ma Vit.

Ngoai tii ti dan dan, rdi tdi han. Van Hic bao Birc Chinh haydy da lradanh fra cham
nén. Va chang ra éim nén soi chabtc Chinh vira theo Bn gidpdoc cho Hin viét.
Chang @ng sy hin rdi rudt lai viét 1am nixa, nén changucphai chim chi nhin vao g
han, chy hin viét xong chir nay chang i doc tiép chit kia. Mdi khi doc dén chit gi cé
nhiéu dong am thi changi néi luén cau ngia aia cHr ay cho Hin khoi |an.

Hoi tréng thr hai dbn dap thtic maubirc Chinh vét dén chir “di” trong cau “ngugn trap
su ky trach d van” va toandua bat vét nira. Van Hic voi vang rim Iy tay hin va noi
bang giong haing Ht:

— Ay chét chir “van” nay phii dai 1éndé nhi cach kiaday!
Puc Chinh $ing $t:

— O la thé! Sao clit “van” trong cau &4i sy van” & dau quyén lai khéng phai dai? N6
cing la “nghe” cl& gi?

Van Hac the thot:
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— Phii. Hai chi “van” cung la nghe& Nhung chr “van” trén nghia la minh nghe. nén
khong pfai dai. Con cl “van” nay thi la vua nghe em khongdai, ay la bat kinh. Ngroi
tadap vaodau ay.

buc Chinh lé r5i:

— Sao madc r6i quéa \ay.

Sau khida ran nét vt mot chir “van” bong bénh Ién hangtthai, hin 1at cac & trong
quyen, dem het nhing chir x6a, sét, moc, da, dé viet vao drai chix “cong quyen noi”
Hét toi.

Ptc Chinh hi fac d5 18u bue chdng vz‘aﬁeq |én vai. Vér) kic thi B ca chdng &n [&u,
chang chdéo ra co rt cai yén va rt caiong dung quyen.

Ra nha Thp dao nop quyén xong bi. Van Hac viradi vira ha via! Vida vo é ma uéc
lay ng vao minh.
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L éu chdng (1939) — Cirong 13

Pem qua i Van Hac, BDéc Cung 4i [a mot cudc phuc thu @ia hai con rit. Bai vi sau
bita cim aui tir sdngdén toi mit ngim vudt tir cai nét moc tv di dé viét cho i mot bai
vin séch ching kay, tdm t, hai chang chchodéi mét yén ngh mot d@m.Dén trea hém
sau, khi m@oan Bing, Tiém Hng hrdc ra kivi cradé clng \ qué béo tin cho di gh
va dng anh &£ biét sy may min caa minh trong & dé tam thi Van Hc lién bi Bc Cung
nhic i s6 bén nén lac caa Tran Buc Chinh va Bt phai 1én hang b 1ap tac.

O lau hong khéng khac gb nha to, danh gia ¢a ngroi hoc trd da vao tam wong ki ton
gap may cai khi moi vao nhit truong. Va lai déi véi hai changtao Phrong, dao Cuc wn
la hoa xra, ong @, cai cc gip o sau hai moi ngay cach Hit tw nhién plai dam thim

hon llc kit dau biét nhau.

Trong ltc lrée chan rati, Van Hac da hen Béc Cung chnghe ndt vai kho tréng i vé.
Khdng ngy trudc ve yéu kBu ning nu cuiadoi hoa khoi, hai changeu khongdu bong
viadé chdng lai vai sitc cadm @. Thé rdi cude truy hoan kéo daién bay dém ngay.

Ngéng nlat |a dém hai ba thang awi.

Vao khaing cHip ti mot ltc twi tuy lanh nheng fét sang 8a. vang tring ha huyén tir tir
& phia chan i tién 18n va nhom ting vao khe ¢a $ phiaddng. Nhan rt cau cao
hirng néidua a@ia Van Hc, béc Cung Ién bit dao Phrong, dao Culc cung Ay 4 nira va
mot anh kép mangaatan, tong, sénh, phach 1&n phi& bdng. Thém vado lai cé may
nguoi hoc trd ar bang Tién Kiu bi kéodi nira. Gi bon dén thing ken do. Sau khi thué
duoc hai chéc thuyén I6n, mic & phai cho sut dé@m, Van Hc, Béc Cung Ién bio chan
sao vao pé mua rrou va caatd nhim dem cau xdng thuyén.

Rdi sai ntd neo cho thugn xudi mai xéng phlaDon Thuy. Song @n, song émdoi
thuyén kem nhaud do troi dudi anh téng. Ngf)l trén man thu;én ngo xwéng day nréc co
thé trong thy minhdwong lo ling trong nét bién vang Dan kit diu dao phach Bt dau
diém. Tiéng hat it dau thanh thét. Cac regu dan din di tir chd @mdém dén chd nong
nan. Gira nhing tiéng ardi ndi huyén thienbbc Cung tr nhién gt gu va ngam:

“Mgc lan chi tép sadwong chau.
Ngoc tiéu, kim qun toa luong dau,
My tzu ton trung tri thién Ac,

Tai kv tuy ba nhém khr lwu...”

R6i chang rungiui:
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— Cai cc dém nay @a chiing minh, #t ¢ang \6i bén caudé. Thé mai biét Ly Bach la
tay chvi sanh.

Va chang nhin vao Vanad:
— May \an tx phu gioi ndm, hay th dich miy cauiy radiéu luc bat xem sao.
Van Hac ngim ngh mét lat i doc:

“Tréodwong dwa chiéc thuyén nan,

Qudn vang, tiéu ngc thoi ran doi dau,
Ruirou ngondé sin nghin lau,

Ché dao, theo song, it diu ngroc xudi..”

Ca bon déu tam tic khen hay, riéng cBoc Cung chéang chr “dao” khong n”. Nhung
khoéng timdugc chr gi khac thay vao, chang wudoi hai caudé nhr vay:

“Pao miy d, rreu nghin lau,
Chg theo con song é@ec diu ngroc XUoi'.

Moi ngudi candi, nhic lai hoi lau, ai ry déu bio cau aabéc Cung tuy khongling
nghia, nhing con thoat én aia Van Hc. Roi ho ban nhau dungdm cauay lam bon cau
mudu va kit Van Hac, boc Cung lam #ip mot bai hat noéidc canh démay, Van Haic mo
dau:

“Thuy thién nlat sic,

Giira virng khong ¥ng wic minh trang treo.
Poi thuyen condiing dinh dua chéo,

Péi mat song, téng dan theo t#ng phach’

béc Cung tép theo:

“Giuc hiéu Té cbng ca Xich Bich,
Canh lién Bch phé oan dm Duwong.
Tha yén hoa aummg ro van chrong,
Duwéi béng nguyt, chén vang chié can?’

Pén luot Van Hac:
“Con dac y hay chi cho chan,

Kiép tran ai, ba win c6 la bao
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Nghin xsa hién thanhdau nao?

Hai changioc chodao Phrgng, dao Clc cling rim, va tio haia cit luot ma hatbém
cang khuya, oc reou cang éi 1a. Tiéng hat khi chim, khi éng, theo i nhip khoan
nhat caa phach vaan, cang giap thém charhg nrou.

Trén ptd ltc iy khdng con bi mot tiéng dong.

Mit séng @c ky tich mich. May doan thugn be, gbng nhr nhirng dan Vit nga hét, hét
thay im ling rdcdau vao . Van Hac tinh @& ngdi trong mui thugn ngé ra, changrbing
nhu khip ¢ vil try, chi c6 bn minh va wng tring khuya con tic. Mot lat saudao
Phrong doc hét bai phi Xich bich, &p dén bai hat T ba,Boc Cung ra b thich y va
khen:

— Ngpi trén mit nuéc ma hét hai bai hay méi la hop cinh. Khong héu tir xwadén gio,
da ai throng thrc cai thiay chua?

Van Hac don loi:

— Khong plii bay gb’ chung minh hong cai thUay |a lan dau tién. Ngay xa cac a da
huong chén éi. Va vi thuy xua, cddao khong cé nha riéng, cag nuwon nghe hat ma
khéng tén dem & nha minh, cho nén ph nhidu phai hat dréi thuyén. Bai vi ngoi ¢
thuyén dudi béng téing, tHy né hyp Vi canh trong trong T ba hanh €a Bach Gr Dj va
Xich bich phi @a T6D6ng Pha, cho nén cag méi dién ci hai baidy radiéu hat &, dé
bat a4 ddo ngamioc. Vé sau nftng phrong wic tr, duadoi cac @, thi nhaudem nhing bai
ay ma haw nha cédao,ay 1a vi hp khéng héu cai hay éa né. Cac anh thnghi ma xem,
ngoi trén mit phan ma nghe ning cau:

“Say @ng lwng, ngi khi chia r,
Nwoc mOng ménhdin e trang trong”

Hay la:

“Thuyén miy 14, ong tay &ing ngit,
Mot bong teing trong Vit long séng’

thi phong con c6 ngia ly gi rra?

Troi gan sang Ting cang lén cao. Anhing Ba XLf)ng long song sang othan ngay.
Hang rwou moi lGc moi thém hing hai. Ngroi no doc mai 1rou vao chén ngoi kia. Dan
dan, ci ddmdéu say di @ ai niy guc dau xubng anh chiu regu ma ngay.
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Sang mai Van bt diy trugc, trong thy may nguoi ngon ngang &m quanh it ¢dam
chén batdng chSng moi biét d8m qua éng nrou nhidu qué. Ngo ra ngoai sdnginh
tuong déu la hét thay. Ngo ngac nhin maiam khéi ssong mu nit, chang nii nhan ra céi
chd thuyén dau 1a ¢ dudi bai Bat Trang.

Cac chan sao va cadao, hay con nglan, ngi léc, chang péi danh thic lai thuyén,
giuc han goi may nguoi kia cheo thugn Ién tn.

Té6i noi, mit troi d& 1én cao, Van kt toan ¥ nha to. Nhung vidao Phrong, dao Cuc c6
y chéo kéo,di thém c6 lon Béc Cung I8t sic biu vao, changal xudng thing Hang 1o.
Thé roi, cai hao fing aia tuwi thiéu nién kru chang va én Boc Cungs d6. Be lay dém
lam ngay, 4y ngay lamiém. Néu khéng & Poan Bing, Tiém Hng o qué dp ra co &
hém qua, chang VvRdc Cung d@ing chra @ nha tp. May qua hai changia i nha to
mat lat, thi hai ngoi kia vira ra.

Trong ltc néi chugn, Poan Bing, Tiém Hng ngé cai b mit hoc hac, nht la ngddoi
con mit dut ké cua hai chang,ing biet hai chang thc dém nhéu lam nheng hai ngroi
van déeu gia vo lam thinh.

Bdy gio Boc Cung éing nhr Van Hac ai rily déu thim trong minh rét nhir, hai it buon
ngu dip ki, song ngoi thi né ban hon twi, ngudi thi sy anh, @ haideéu phai 6 guong
lam tinh t&o, nhanh ritu, chy dén toi méi damdi nam. Va @& haideéu kéo ndt giac tir
chap ©i chodéen bay go.

Troi sang ro.

Poan Bing, Tiém Hngda wng tan ndt 4m che tau, hai chandiv co quip 6m nhau
trong tim chin béng, va thi nhadua ra nling tieng thy sé §.

Tiém Hong ngra mit toan kéo tat bic chin goi hai chang dy. Poan Bing xua tay ngn
lai:

— Haydé cho hy ngi ltc nira. CHic 1a nhirng ngay ¥ing minh, chting né it ¢ém nhéu
lam. Neu ho khéngduoc ngi budé khdi phac cho tinh tlan biang di thi ngay mai vao
truong € cO hai cho sr lam van.

R6i hai ngroi lai giuc thing nho thay ché, pham nuedc khéc, cling éng cho tiéu thi gi.
Anh séng loe trén néc nha langmg, Van Hc thinh linh tiic giac. Vi bi &nh sang lua
vao chdi nit, chang kit troi da tra lam, woi vang kit chan danh thirc Boc Cung.
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Poan Bing, Tiém Hng tuy Vin t ra b diéu vui v nhung Van Hic khong kidi co y
nguong then.

Chang len lémting diy ra tem va @i thiang nhb lay nu6c rra mit. Boc Cung néi chia
bang mbt cau khoi hai:

— Té ra hdy conésn nh. T6i twong da tnra kim.
Poan Bing aroi nhat:

— Phii. Con $m Idm. Mat troi moi gan dén dinh dau thoi ma. Hai 6ng hagi ngu thém
giac nira, diy lam gi \oi!

Pbc Cung €ing aroi va ngam:

“X 1t thé nhugc dai mong,
Ho6 vi lao ky sinh.”

ROi chang thong tiy x6 chan vao giy, d¢ dén ky chau nréc néng @a thing ntd da
bung dén them.

HAm nay 1a ngay radmg ky dé tam, nha & lam om sm hon moi ngay, co ydé cac éng
khach thira thai thi g di choi chdng fan.

C6 nhiéng trong mam em, cim tinh @ia 6ng cli nha cang éng nan bn nhirng ngay ra
bang hai kK d¢ nhat, d¢ nhi. Ong tada ® mua chiéc long khach #ng nhitng ménan rat
cau ky. Ruou rot oi. boan Bing khai mao cau chaég trugc khi cat chén:

— Chuing minh coduoc ché chén lu bu, éhmay ong quan cim trrdng, ntit 1a nhiing
ong & khao, phuc kldo bay go duwong kho vo han.

Pbc Cung nang chén v
— Sao iy?
Poan Bing nhip mot hép reou i dap:

— Kham kl® qud, cli c6 saatau! Theo &, cx mdi khoa thi, riéng trong Ha Nbi, duoc co

mot 6ng chii khao, mot dng pho ch khao, hai 6ng gidam kio, hai 6ng phan ko, muroi

ong phtc kho va hai nroi 6ng $ khao. Luong cac 6ndy khéngduoc tinh thang, péi

tinh ton Mot ky thi. Bat dau tir IGc tién treong dén khi thi xong cac cdng &, 6ng cli

khao duoc nim chuc quan, va moi phuong qo tring, 6ng phoé cnkhao duoc bdn nhim
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quan, § gao ding duoc nhr 8ng chi khio, nhing 6ng giam kio déu ba nkim quan va
tam phrong qro, cac 6ng phuc ko moi dngdugc hai nfim quan va am phrong o,
nhirng 6ng & khao thi kn tién nhat chi duwgc moi 6ng on phrong cao va hai chc
quan...

béc Cung ngt 1oi:

— U, thi nha nhan tiéu &n tién, trong lvn mbt thang nét minh dung hai akc quan é@ng
da 1am roi.

Poan Bing lic dau:

— Tiéng dugc hai chic quan #n that d6, nhrng khid trudng codugc tiéu mdt ddng nao.
La vi trong ltc 1am wong, ngroi tada tinhda b quan torong, drng cho mdi mot éng

mot gian nha 14, trong nha cé cé chidng xi, ¢ i chaa nrée, ¢6 i nau com, da
cacdo 1é caa mdt giadinh, n béndéu c6 phén fia che kin, giancmkhéngdugc théng
véi gian kia. Sau khi &n treong, nagroi ta tng Ft cac dng s khao, phuc ko, giam

khao cho ndi 6ng vao ndt gian, bi khda trai canhiea ra ngoai, giao chia khéa cho dng
dé diéu, bao gb thi xong, dngié diéu msi ma cira cho cac dng nay cung ra. iNté du

c6 tién ding khéng mua ban dirgc.

Poan Bing hi hoi:

— Vay thi nhing thrc an ubng hang ngaydy ¢ dau ra?
Tiém Hong Wi don:

— Hinh nhr do 6ng éng déc sy tai cungdédn, phii khéng?
Poan Bing dit dau:

— Phai! Bao nhleudo an thirc dung @a cac quan tiong do ongdng dbc g tai trich tién
cong kid chi cip tit ca. Sy cungddn cia miy 6ng trén th nao, tdi khdngtuoc rd, chir
dén nhitng 6ng & khao, phic klo thi 6i thdi, e ky ban tién. M3i 6ng ndt ngay ch
dugc hai bng thit Ion, hay la hai con tdm he, cttiung tom, co tondung thit; ba ngay
mai duoc Mot lo nudc mim va it mi traing. Anh tinh i ngay hai lxa, not thay, mot
tro, an Llong ch c6 kiy nhiéu, thi kham khbiét chirng nao. Tﬁy toi ngay xra tuy la
huong cong i quan, nleng ding co b cr lam phic kho mot lan. Khi di, nguoi rat béo
tét, IGc V& mat mii xanh xao, cﬁlng khac gi ngoi nga nrgc. Thi trong lon mot thang toi
nhin d6i, nhin khat, @ ciing phii gay, nira la ngroi.
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Boc Cung nhanh 6m tic ludi. Boan Bing duong ndim hép nwgu trong méng, Wi cong
ban tay gv I€n, © ¥y ngin can loi caaboc Cung, 6i thém:

— T ciing chra thim!
(Bi kiém duyet bé hoi Phap thujc.)

Poan Bing quay 4i v chiéc diéu dan,dat thuoc, chamikra, hit nét hoi thuoc, cau
chuyén néi dy tiep theo khoi thac dua ra:

— Vi nha @a miy 6ng & khao, phic klo tnr khi hé ra it lc cho phuid nuge vao i,
con thi pki khéa kin sét ngay, sét d@m. Cho nén trongde phén ia chin & quanh
nha, ngroi ta da codé sin mot cai 16 thung nho nb. M&i mot budi sang, ngoi lai phong
cua quandé diéu phan phatd an cho cac quantbng thi tudn qua #y 16 thang ay, roi
goi thang bép rad6 madon.

Tiém Hong noi xen:

— Ké nao hadm dén nhiing ménay thi td mpt géng. Téi kb thay toi c6 ndi hi rang: “céi
nam thay tdi di 1am phuic ko, cé ngroi lai phong chia tdm cho cac quandng, vi lGc
cudi cling con tira mdt con, Hin khong bét [a phin 6ng naodem \é an mit. Thé madén
khi viéc @6 phat gido, anh ta phat du ba chuc trwong. Grc chra”.

bén luot Boan Bing:

— Toi nghiép hon nira, 1 cai tinh anh aia miy dngay trong khang tr ky dé tamdén ky
phic lach. NHing ky dé nhat, ky dé nhi, tuy rang an usng kham kid nhung con khéng
dén ndi budn. La vi trong hai i ay hoc trd condéng, cac éngaskhao phuc kiao con

phai chAim nhiu, ¢ ngay khéng lic nadi. Bén ky dé tam va g phuc hch, hoc trd

ving lam, phin viéc aia miy dngay chi lamdé mot, hai gy [a xong. Tl ma & phai

nam do6 chy doi chodén ky sau... C6 6ng im qua, khong Bt lam cach nao cho qua thi
gio, danh phi danhdéo i thang day t6.

Van Hac duong hrng chénwou voi dit xubng mam.

— Néu tbi ma b di lam quan teong, thi qugt phai bat... vo tdi an mic gia lamday té dé
cung vao trong.

Dboan Bing i 1oi:
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— Ay cdi rim thay di phc khio, d& c6 n§t ong ding lam nhr thé d6, dngay thué ngroi
codaoan kan quin dodan ong, va fit xachdiéu cip trap theo vao. ¥ ma vic ding ki
16. Khdng bét 6ng ta sau nayitoi gi. Co E nguoi ta bubc cho cai di khi quan ¢éing nén.

(Bi kidm duygt bé hai Phap thupc.)
Ong chi nha to viradi quado:

— Thura cac quan, saailcé ngroi khai mao tamdai? Toéi trong cha 6ng nha minh du hen
ciing la cha dng nha minh, ai &é tién dén noi nhan vo cha dng ngoi khac?

DPoan Bing Wi moi 6ngdé ngdi xudng chéc phan canh diy ubng nréc.

— Cai vic khai mio tamdai, ciing |a vic bit dic di. Theo ludit, nhitng ngroi trudge cé lam
guan i nha Tay $n ding nhr nhirng ngroi pham i an ardp lam gic, an than déa hy
tuy bi hanh hinh, haga gia ctét, nheng Vin chra that hét t6i. Anh em rét va con chau
badoi nha ky déu bi cam khdngdugc thi. Vi thé nhiing ngroi hoc gioi mudn thi, ching
may ki ¢6 cha 6ng than tifiec vuong vao khan ay, ngroi ta msi phai khai mao tamdai
dé nop quyén di thi. Bay giv da it, chr miy nam xua nh&u ngroi mac ©i ay 1am...

Van Hac gop thém:

— Thuw tdi con nid, nghe noi ¢ Bt vu &an khai mo tamdai hay Bm. Toi khéng nly cai
ongdang throng iy tén ko 1a gi, ch biét 6ng ta ngoi x&r Bic cé 6ng Bi ngay xra lam
quan trong tdu Tay $n, nén dng ki liét vao $ “tam dai bat dic ung thi”. Nheng ¢ doi
nay, ndt nguoi co tai ¢ lac, cé chi gitp dan, gitpmdc, néu khdngdi vao conduong
khoa ar thi conduong nao mati? Vi vay 6ng ta ndi phai mugn tén éng chu lam tén éng
ndi dé vao quyn thidé cb di thi. Gia s di thi hong thi cting sao &. Chét vi 6ng ta ndi

thi mot khoadd luén hrong dng, nhiing ké tiéu nhan trong langesrang dng ta lam nén,
s3 ¢ trén minh, chidng béde don |1&n fnh giac véc dngay mao khai tamdai. Cac quard
Bac IGcAay tuy VAn trong 6ng ta 1a &c tic ke, nhrng ma véc da hién nhién, khéng dam
bit di...

T6i day Van Hc ngrng lai mot 1at, ¢é dip giong bing mbt hop reou. Rdi chang & rang
noi tiép:

— Sau khida hit Iy dich khai bao, quarbhg doc Bic béndé ca tap ho so vao kinh, 4i c6
kéem theodr Sy tau xin treu dinh lay Iqqng bin :[rc‘yi lam i nhé nlke cho ndt tén dan di
dot. Ve sau tlay c6 chir phé vaodp ho so nhu vay:

“M a0 16, bat hiéu gi&, khi quan, 4 trung gia, Bt trung, kit hiéu chi nhan,du twong yén
dung?...”
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Van Hac duong toan noi thém, #img nkd hét ho hot hai & ngoai éng vao, chy thang Ién
thém:

— Thua céc 6ng, con fly cira treong da treo ling i déy a!
Poan Bing & rang:

— May c6 thy tén ching tao hay khdng?

Thing nh vira thy vira dap:

— Thua céc 6ng, con khéngdbichir.

Ong chi nha to ra b vui ve:

— Moi cac ngai hay & yén tam wi ruou, dé téi ra coi xem sao. Gl bon ngaidéu dugc
vao G. Téi dam candoan nhr vay.

R6i thi 6ng ta cung cldi thang ra éng.

Bbn ngroi van ar khoan thai Gng rrou, néi chugn, chy doi tin tuac.
Chirng nra giv sau, 6ndy tat ta chay vé véi nhitng tiéng thy hdng hoc.
— Thé nao, chiing téi cé @ixoc vao hay khdng?

Van Hac vira éim chén wou wvira hvi mot cach ét sing.

Ong chi nha to tuoi cuoi:

— Coa. T6i doan plong thé ma khéng sai &y ndi. Ba 6ng fon twi vao a, chi ¢ éng
Cung...

Van Hac ra b sing $it:
— Ong Cung lam sao? C6 térbang con cla?
Ong chi nha to ra y ndip ngrng khéng néi. Van bkt 6 ging lAn nira, 6ng ta rdi chiu

nia up nra nNo:

Page 146 of 237



— Vang, toi thy ¢ trong king con c6 Wit chit Bli Boc Cung. Nieng khong bit c6 phii
ong Cung nha ta hay la 6ng Cung nao. Vi tiqua, khong kp coidén dong tén lang tén
tinh.

Van Hac cho 1a khéng phi tén dlabéc Cung nieng chang &n 6 tréu ot:

— Ching thing Cung nay con fimg Cung nao? Stimay ky truéc, toi thy trén king c6
cac vi, cti cé mot Bui Boc Cung ma thaoi.

R6i chang nhin it Béc Cung:

— Biét than clra con?Ddi naodd dén nhiing thing ngdng nghénh uidng binh?Bugc
vao nmay ky da la may 6i? Chuyn nay tao xem. May laut dau!

bbc Cung €ingdap king giong béngdua:

— May hay tl st 1én gay xem nhao. Taadng may con ngdng nghénhrty hai tao kia.
Néu nhr tao h cut dau, thi caidau may quyt la khéng con.

Poan Bing caud6i 16ng may & y khdng thich. Tiém Bhg noi:

— Nhitng tiéng may taaié danh cho bn vii phu b mang kb ding. Chang minh 1&kdoc
séach, bit 18, an néi phii cho trang nha Bt chit. Gi nhau Bing anh éng da swng sa
lAm roi.

Van Hac, Béc Cungdéu im lang, ©i n6i lang ra chugn khac.boan Bing chrng ding
ban khain V& 16i 6ng chi méi noi vira 1Bi. Thay bao Bdc Cungdoc lai ca bai vin séch
cua chang k trugc, xem c6 ch nao & xuat hay khong®éc Cung Ién dat chén ou
deng diy, mo trap By ban gidp baido, trao chdoan Bing.

Bon ngoi vira wng nrou vira chu;en tay nhau xendi xem ki nhiing © glay giap. Al
niy déu tim tic khen hay vaéu khong thy chd ndodang ng. Ca bon tin rang ong cla
nha to trdng sai, ctr ching khi ndobéc Cung 4i bi néu ra Bng con. Riéng c®éc
Cung & mit van khéngduoc vui, vi chang condinghi trong lang, Tiém Hng anai:

— Béacduirng lo, \in bac qugt phai bon “wu”. Va lai, ca quyén khdng cé cit ndodang bi,
viéc gi phii ra bing con ma g¢?

bbc Cung grong dap:
— Ching quadén hong la cung, tdi cosgi.
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Cuoc reou ké ca chirng nra giv nira, ai rly déu thdy trong minh bi say.Doan Bing thoi
trude, Tiém Hing, Van Hic, Ddc Cung in lugt thdi sau. Téc ruou tan, nit troi vira 1én
dén khoi néc nha lang éng. Ong ch nha to hén ho bung dia mrt bi ¢ nha dréi 18n va
dit vao anh khay mréc, 16i donda vira ardi vira noi:

— Xin rugc cac quanad nudc, chic 1a n ngaidd ca. Nha chau tht 1a cé phic. Xa nay
nhitng nha clya tro chra aidugc may nhr theé bao gb.

Poan Bing dap hi bang cach khiéman:
— Ongdurng noi tre, khdng tén. Hay con k phuc hach nita kia ma.
Ong chi nha to n6i thém:

—béadanh #ng thé. Nhung tai thit tuong cac ngadid vao phuc #ch tic 1a mroi phan
chac do ca muoi, con ngi gi nira.

Poan Bing lic dau:

— Nhiing khoa tiréc kia c6 tht nhu thé. La vi ngay xadeén ky phic fach, hoc tro ch

phai viét mot bai tho dé so tr dang, xem &ng quyén cac K trudc cia minh co tht tay
minh lam ra hay khong. @ gio s nguoi du ky phuc lach, quan trong cH Iay gan
ngang i s giai ngach ma théi. Vi nhr giai ngach aia trong Ha Noi dugc Iay hai nlFam
ctr nhan, thi k phic lach, ngroi ta chi 1y du chirng vai ba ngoi, nghia 1a fit ca do ba
chyc ngroi tré lai. Thém ra 8m ngeoi nhu vay, ladé dy phong nking e nha vua thién
thi.. Chiic 6ngda biét, giai ngach tuy c6 hai niim ar nhan, ning ding cé khoa, nha vua
lai cho Ky thém hai ba ngdi nira. Nhr vay, néu ky phuc hach ch lay ding $ giai ngach
thi khi dugc Iénh thién thi cir nhan, 4y ai sung vao&do? Vi tte, ngay trdée da vao
phic hach, ai déing chic d6, khéng & nhan thi td tai. Cacundi ring: C6 dngiuoc vao
phic hch sréng quadén B trong dén dau dé bai tho caa quan ch khao ra cho, khéng
thé nght dugc chr ndo, quan trong lai phai ga cho ma \ét. Vay ma ding dd, chi cé
nguoi nao plam huay, moi bi danh lng ma thoi.

Ong chii nha to lai hoi:

— Bay g ciing thé chi gi?

Poan Bing hit tan rdi thudc, i dap:

— Khong. Tr khoa tuée day, phép thioi lai, phic lch ding la mét ky, hoc trd ding
phai lam bai nhr cac i trugc. Theo phép 61 nay, thi trong bak ai c6 “binh nge”
deu duoc du ky phac hach, kt ky giai ngach bao nhiéu. Thiwgiai ngach aia tnrong Ha
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Noi nam nay cti cé hai bn ar nhan, niang dén ky dé tam, ke trd ¢6 mm trim ngroi
deéu co “binh ngai”, thi bay nhiéu ngroi dugc vao phuc fich tt ca.

Ong chi nha tp ra b ngo ngan khong héu:
— Thua, thé nao @i 1a “binh ngai”?
Tiém Hong cit ngha:

— Binh ngai tuc la chir “binh” cua quan chanh déhkhdo, hay quan pho aghkhdo, hdic la
cac 6ng phan Ko. Theo phép nha Ngéy, cac quan ém truong Van chia ra [am hai
bo: cac 6ng s khao, phuc klo va giam ko goi la noi truong, cac 6ng phan kb va
chanh, pho ankhao thi 1a ngai truong — Chir “néi” va chit “ngoai” dé chi 1a noi theo
chd ¢ caa cac dndiy. Boi vi, trong khidong¢ trong tzong, cac dngskhao, phuc kido,
giam khio déu & 16p trong, ny 6ng phan kio va chanh, phd drkhao thio [6p ngoai.

C6 thé thdi — Tat ca quyen caa hpc trd, déu phai du bon diu chim.

Bt dau do 6ng & khio chim trudc, thir haidén ong phic kio, thr badén 6ng giam
khao. TH 1a hét lugt Noi truong Hy gio moi giao ra té ngaai truong Luc naydi chia ra
lam hai lang: quyén ndo ma trong baid caa mi truong, duge cd ndt dau trd ra, phé cho
chit “uu” hodc chir “binh” hay chir “thtr mac”, “thir cdc” thi dugc dén tay cac 6ng chanh,
pho chi khao chim lai; con nhirng quyén ndo 1i truong phéda ba “liét”, thi phai dé 6ng
phan kiao chim lan cwi cting. Trong nit khoa thi, &y ai, b ai, déu la qu;én aia Cac
quan ngei truong. Bdi vay, nguoi ta msi trong diu chim caa miy 6ng nay bn nhing

dau chim oia céac éng éi truong.

Va ding vi thé, nguoi ta moi dat 16 rang: ngroi naoda lot ba ky dé nhat, dé nhi vadé
tam, it ntt phai c6 mdt ky duoc cé diu aia ngai trudng phé cho d“binh” tro 1én thi
mai duoc vao phuc ach. Néu trong cac k, khongduoc ngai truong phé “binh” bao
gio, thi di cac &u noi truong déu phé fru” ca, cing khdngduoc dr dén ky thu tu.

Van Hac xen vao:

— M6i nam truéc day, bén Bc c6 ot 6ng ta, chvi thiéu cai “binh ngai” ma dén phai
cheét, the cd ko cho ngroi ta khéng?

Ngtrng lai mot lat, dé nhin dng ch nha to, réi chang noi tp:

— Ongdé 1a ic danh § vira thdng minh, ta tai hoa, ngoai haiwoi tudi, dadd t tai.

Tai 6ng ta loc & Ha Noi, cho nén hc trd Ha Noi nhiéu ngroi biét mat va ai ding phuc 1a
tai tham Bng. Khoady, 6ng ta vao thi, i ca ba ky déu c6 lam gitp cho Bt ngudi ban
cung tnh, vi ngroi ban d6 stc hoc hdly con kémiam. Nhang dén ky phic lach ngroi ban
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dugc vao, ong taithong. Roi khi ra bing, ngroi ban lai @ cir nhandosi bang, éng ta
ciing dd ta tai Bn nira, vadd tha bay: ngha ladeé duge nhéu ngrodi d8 vao phac fch ma
phai ¢danh xéng. Viéc truong xong bi, €6 ngroi lai phong hy duoc tit ca cac qugn
trong ba K cua éng tatem \& cho dngiy coi. Thi ra K nao qugn aia ong ta gngdu ba
dau noi treong phe “binh” songén ngai truong, thldeu phé “thr” tat ca. Boi thé, 6ng ta
méi khdngduogc vao phac fich. Nhrng madén ltc €ip ther ty caa cac ngoi dd, ngudi ta
lai 12y nhirng quyen duoc ¢6 nhéu dau “uu”, “binh” Ia hon. Nguoi khac pfan nhigu chi
dugc mot hai diu “binh” ong ta éng c ba K dugc chin du “binh” ca thay. Vi vay, ong
ta tuy Iado lai td tai, nhrng Vin dugc dd rat cao. Sau khiugc thay cac qugn cia minh,
ong ta @t qua, sinh raam khai, chvi boi sudt dém, st ngay, Kt ché wou lai dén 6
tom.

Khoado thi vao thang 4y, xong thiuge chrng vao gira thang tam, ong ta lu bu chén
gan tt, ngrdi cir mdi ngay ndi rac dan dan. Sangién thang giéng thi thra huyt roi
chét. Anh em nghe tin, aitmg throng tiéc.

Poan Bing ding ngd éng chnha to roi két:

— P06 6ng coido, duge vao phic hich da chic gidau.

Cau chugn vira dit, &nh ing Wira ra rira thém.

Lép gach thém, hién ra nét dai thang nhr chi dit va vang nix tim lya mbe.

Troi da gin trua, ¢ bon Van Hic sim sira khin 4odé 18n ara trong xem lang. 6ng cla
nha to tung &ing di muado ruou bira chéu.
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Léu chdng (1939) — Cirong 14

M at troi virad ngon cay nhom xéing, nhr mudn aroi voi nhan gian. Tréduong thinh
thoang d& cé ting ki hoc trd, k té kéo \&. Lac iy, bon Van Hic msi téi trudc ara tedng
thi.

Vi khoéng ai ng B¢ Cung c6 th bi “ra bang con” cho nénébon xam xam t6i dudi
bang lon.

Ky nay ch co mbt bang “yét tén” treod canh ara giap. Tuy 1a ¥k cudi cung, nhing $
hoc trd “dugc vao” ding condén hon trim ngroi. Thoat coi dau bang, trﬁy ténboan
Bang, ai iy déu o tay reo. Cach vai dongra, den tén Van Hc. Rbi cudi bang, thi tén
Tiém Hong. Riéng térbdc Cung, timdi ham hi may lan khong thy. Bay gio béc Cung
maGi cang clét da. Ca bon déu to ra W & ngai. Boc Cung noi Bng giong lidu:

— CO B ho cho minh ra ing con tht chac!

Poan Bing nHit dinh khéng tin:

— Ching ¢4 ly nao nin thé.

Van Hac oS tréubébc Cung:

— Ly ndo caii6? H viét vo y mdt ti, thidugc néu tén bng con, cit c6 khod gi?

R6i d6, ching ai kio ai, @ bon déu di dén canh bang con.

Cai hing msi xau lam sao! N6 1a @t manh cét @, quét vai nbm nhop nhr mot tim mai
nha nd, bé ngang cirng hon ba gang, ®doc d6 gan ba thréc.

Nguoi ta treo no trong cai nhaibg lup xup, mat bang ch d6 ngang i mat nguoi.
Nhéc tréng tréndng, Van Hc lién kéu git giong.

— Théi ctét! C6 tén anh Cung it roi.

Moi nguoi ngo hgac nhin theo. Trongibg co clirng muroi may tén ngroi. Nguoi thi
pham hay, ngroi thi “khiém dai”, nguoi thi viét khongdu quyen... nNoi nguoi moi toi
khac nhau. Ténuabdc Cung It & gitra bing, dréi cé bdn chir “co van khiém ty” vi ét

nho theo bi chi arge, ddi vai bén chir “Ha Noi, Tric LAm”.
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Tat ca bdn ngroi sic mit déu thay tai mét. Van Kc < hoi Béc Cung:

— Chic la trong qugn cia anh c6 chding pli nhirng chir triing \6i tén king, téndién
cia nha vua ma anh khéngbi

Poan Bing tra loi:

— Khong c6! Sang nay td&é xemdi xem li ban giap @a badiy roi. Ching c6 clb nao
Khiém ty.

Van Hac vin ngébdc Cung:
— Nheng ma lan giap @a anh cating nhr trong qun thi hay khong?
DPbc Cungdép king giong G quyét:

—Pbung Em. Bang ir nhitng ¢l “dd di cau @i” tr di. Codiéu trong quygn viét chir chan
phueong, kin gidp thi lovi d& thao mot chat.

Tiém Hong noi xen:

— Néu vay, thi bac phi 1am ngay giy khiéu oandua vao trong trong, dé xin quan
truong xét hi.

béc Cung ra ¥ tu phy:

— Khiéu 1am céi gi? Kng khoa nayadi thi khoa sau, cing i gi ma cay ac?

Dboan Bing mt di:

— Bac noi tuy ¥n co 1y, nheng hoc trodi thi ma phii néu ra lang con, ang la ndt sy
mang téng, c6 khi conié luy cho cac quan him gido fat minh rira chr! Boi vay toi

tudng bac nén kiéu oandé rra céi tai ttng kia.

— Khiéu oan la phi. Nhung ding hay nén coil ban gidp n nira cho tit can than xem
rang codich la minh boan hay khéng.

Tiém Hong khen phi. Lap trc ¢ bon kéo \& nha to.

Bay gio & cacdudng phd, hoc tro dd duwong nhao nhao khao nhaé ehuyén bc Cung
phai ra bang con.
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MGi khi gap ngroi quen bét hoi tham, Boc Cung tréng mbi nhoi néi cia hy 1a mjt mii
giaodam vao rat minh. Nheng chang @ng ch dap ki bang mbt nu cudi, vi khdng bét
tra 1oi thé nao cho phi.

Té6i nha, boan Bing guc IuonDoc Cung hy ngay kan giap @a changiva cho minh coi.
Ca bon xam hi trén manh ghy, gio swt tir dau dén cui, chang tmy ‘khiém ty” chd nao.
Sau clungtén lrot Van Hc. Coi nt !an tredc ding khéng thy gi, nheng con b nghi,
chang 4i coi thém &n nxa. Khi giv dén to tha tu, Van Hc chi tay vao ngt dong clir va
noi bang nbt giong kinh ngc:

— Con oan giia, ching “khiém ty” thi cai giday?

Moi nguoi déu nhin theo cb Van Hac da cH, thi thly c6 miy chi rang:

“Tam bach nién x&t chi tirong, ninh phidi u thir tai”.

Lac 4y ai ny that sic, Déc Cung ¥ tay xubng phan va néi hai éing vin oc:

— Con chd!

R6i chang hi thuan vé mat va ardi:

— Bbn ngroi tim mai & sangdén gio mai thay, thé ma trong ltc cim vin nhanh ntr an
cudp, quan teong ding hsi ra dugc, that la thanh qua. bhg thi long, ti ding bai phc
céi tai xoi moi @a cac ngady.

Tiém Hong ndit 1oi:

— Khong phii la cac quan trong ¢6 y g méc. Boi tai ménh lnh nha vua giao cho oh
vay, neu khong lam bt chirc vy, tat nhién 6i s¢ den than. Ngay xa, bet bao nhiéu 6ng
khao quan chvi cham van sy xuat ma k phat bong, giang ép, c6 6ng conibcach clic
nira kia!

Poan Bing anui Béc Cung:

— Thoi, bac @ngdung phan nan. Chlng ta cdnong nién théu luc crong, tén trinh con
dai, ching d6 khoa nay thité khoa khac. Min 1a baaitrng nga long.

Pbc Cung in ngdng:
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— T6i ching nga long chdt nao.uong Higu nha ong tdm noi hai twi con thi va con
do dugc trang nguyén, nay t6i &1 hai not tudi, chuado ciing chra la m@n. CH hiem
ban triéu khéng &y trang nguyén ma théi.

Van Hac & y tréu gho:

— T6i ding chic anh phi d3, nfu ma toi cho hyc lyc aia anhdugce bing ngroi ta.

bbc Cung @ing tra miéng bing giong béngdua:

— Vay con anh fta? Khéng bit nam nay loc lrc cia anhda bing ngroi ta hay clva?
Van Hac chra kip tra 161, 6ng chi nha to vira ¢ nha drgi di [én va noi & phép:

— Vi ban sai ko chdng né lam &y ménan, cho nénit ndydén gio, ti chra kip hoi
chuyén cac ngai. Thnao? Bn ngaiduoc “vao” ca cha?

Péc Cung chvao anh em Van &t vadap:

— Ca ba 6ng naytéu “vao”, ch cé mdt minh tdi ong. Bang nhr [6i 6ng néi lic séng
ngay, tbi h néu ra Bng con tfit!

Qng chi nha to dwongdinh tim cau arai Péc Cung, nixng chra timdugc, ngoai éng
bong c6 téng ngroi la la:

— BUi tién sinh n cong day diy chi?

bbc Cung &m bam véi Van Hac:

— Thing ndo ma &i dén vay. Chic né trdong minh b hong, da xach kkn goi cut bi.

R6i chang ndi chd raimg:

— Tién sinh cortay. Ai muwn hoi gi thi vao trong nay.

Ong chi nha to 1at dat chay radén khach. C6 pii ai dau. Giu Tran Bac Chinh hém n.
Gitra Iicboan Bing, Tiém Hing cling nang Ién nhompac Chinhdd ¢ ngoai san &n
vao Wi mot dangdiéu bao dan, khac n cai b rut ré khnim nim trong lacan di thué
nguoi lam van.

Ca bon cungdung diy chao.
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Sau khibéc Cungda lan luot noi tén Ngoi No Vi ngudoi kia, boan Bing mvi Btc Chinh
clng n@i vao ckd moi ngudi duong nghi. Van Hac s hoi bac Chinh:

— Cau codugc “vao” hay khéng?

buc Chinhdap Bing v mit sung s6ng:

— Khoéng, toi b hong.

R6i han nhin san@dc Cung:

— Chét chira? Saay bang con t6i 4i thay c6 tén dng?

Pbc Cung @i nhat:

— Viét van khdng @én than, thi phii néu ra Bng con, ck c6 k gi sr d6?
buc Chinh néi tep:

— Vay 6ng phim phai 16i gi? Khong phi la pram hay chir?

— Khéng. C6 pam hlydau? Toi pam vao i “khiém ty”. Vi ¢ doan van néi & doi
Puong aia toi, & viét phai cAu “tam bach nién x&d chi tirong, ninh phidi u ther tai”.

Ong chi nha tp dtng ¢ bén anh, c6 y &y lam kinh ngc, lién hoi:
— Thea 6ng cauy |a ngha thé nao?
bbc Cungdap:

— NgHa la “x& fic nhabuong lau daidén ba tém nim, ha cling phii nho ¢ diéu d6 hay
sao?” 6ng chinha to cang fiy lam k:

— Nhu thé thi ¢6 can gi m&én phii néu king con?

buc Chinh hua theo:

— Chic 1a 6ng b cai bi gi khac, clit nhe cauay thi cé vic gi?
Péc Cung chcuoi khdng té 1oi. Poan Bing § r& cit ngha:
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— Phai dejiy, ong Cung phi néu king con ladi caudo. Boi vi theo phep in triéu, hoc tro
di thi chang nhiing phii kiéng khinh huy, tsng huy @ia nha vua méden nhirng chir tén
cac cungdién, lang tam trong kinh bay g1, ciingdeu khongdugc dungden. Vi nhr lang
ong Gia Long tén la Thiénghthi khi lam \&n khongdugc viet chir Thién thu. Hay nhr &
trong hoang cung adién Can chanh thi cih Can chanh ang khongdugc dung lam an...
Nhung cH kiéngé van ¢ ma thoi.

Puc Chinh é 1am ra 6 thao viéc treong oc:

— Téi ding biét thé, nheng trong hai cauta BUi tién sinh c6 dnnao pam Ié d6 dau?
Poan Bing ndi tép:

— Co chir. Chit “truong” va chir “ninh”.

Ong chi nha to voi hoi:

— Thea ngai, tk hai chir 4y ciing pram hayu?

Poan Bing lic dau:

— Khéng, Trong Ninh |a tén cai cung naid. Hinh nhr 1a cung éa Hoang thai fu van
& thi phai.

buc Chinh ra ¢ ngo ngac:

— Quai h, trong hai cauia Bui tién sinh, lam gi co dhtraong ninh.

Van Hac phi aroi va noi:

— Vay thi ciu thir doc lai xem nao.

Pac Chinh m nham lan nira:

... thir tai?

R&i han o dui danhdét:

— Al Phai rdi! C6 that! Chit trudng ¢ cubi cau trén, cit ninh ¢ dau cau ardi.
Va han lai hoi:
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— T6i trong e nhixng chi tén ng tim cungdién nha vua, chcé khi nao hai ol clings
maot cau ndi 1a pham cam. Moi chir moi noi nhu thé ciing phai kiéngu?

Tiém Hong noi gop:

— Bai vi hai chi tuy ¢ hai cau, ning nédang lién nhau thi 8ng nhr & mot cau, cho nén
ciing la c6 éi.

Ong chi nha tp nhanh Mm [ ludi va © ra v kinh sy

— Troi oi, réc 16i qué chimg. Gr nhr chiing tdi, thi tranh choéhhang tiém chi hiy ding
da kho thay, heng chi ki con nhrng céi oai @m ay nira. Vay ma cac ngaicu tranh
duoc @, toi xin phuc la dng thanh.

Poan Bing lai tép:

— CO phii chi thé thdi dau? Lai con céi an “khiém trang” mvi dang & cha.

buc Chinh éing nhr dng chii nha to, chi ngdi ngan mat, hinh nhr ¢6 ¥ chy nghe boan
Bang nhom vao éng ¢hnha to va hoi:

— Chic 6ng chra rd khém trang 1a gi?

R6i thay lién giang:

— Khiém trang ngia |a théu sr kinh tong. Theaodiing & d6, thi Ft thay nhitng chir ¢6
ngHa khdng hay, nin“bao” 1a “ton”, “hdn” 1a “t6i”, “cach” [ “dam”, “séat” a “giét”, v.v.
khéngduoc dat trén cac cht ¢ nghia 1a vua, ntr 1a chir “hoangdé”, chir “quan”, chi
“vuong”, chir “cha”... vi néu dé chix “cach” lién vai chix “quan” thi né & co6 ngha la
“dam vua”’, madé chir “bao” lién vai chix “chu” thi nd phii c6 ngha la “6ng vua tan
bao”. Du ma minh khéng dlvao vua nao, hay la mirdé ch dich vao nlkng hang vua
vo dao cia Tau ngay wa, nhr bon vua Kit, vua T ching han, ding & khém trang t

Ca.
Dén luot 6ng chi nha to:

— Khiém trang 8 bi toi gi?

Van Hac nhin vaddbc Cung 6i cudi va doan:

— Nhe hon “khiém ty” mét chit, ngliia 1a chi bi danh feng, khdng c6 handmh duoc ra

bang con nix Bui tién sinh nha toi.
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Tiém Hong khéng Bng long s bdngdua aia Van Hc, wi vang ndi chodp di.

— Nam xua, not dng ta taiw tinh Bong, kan than @a anh & t6i, aing suyt b toi vé cai
nan do.

Ngung lai mot 1atdé nhinbac Chinh va 6ng ahnha to, Tiém Hng i tiép:

— Khoady — t6i khdng rd 14 khoa nao — 6agda vaodén ky the ba. Trong bai &n sach
cia dng ta c6 cau mhvay: “Xuan sinh thu saibé dao dir thiendao nhi inh hanh”. Tk
ma ding b quan terdng cho 1a kndm trang. Bi quan ngai truong ngr sir lai hach thém
rang: tu taidi thi ma con pam vao ky hdy, thi nén pit cho thit ning. May nk duoc
quan cli khao cé krgng khoandai, ngai ptii hét sirc bénh wc, 6ng ta ndi duoc khsi toi.
Nhung ma éing phii danh tong.

Ong chi nha tp ra b ngo ngan:
— Vay thi, thra ngai, ngtaden cauiy ra sao?
Tiém Hong dap:

— Co gidau? Ngfta no ctila “Mua xuan sinh ra, mua thu tha, lviéc aiadoi ‘@&’ ciing
di d6i vai viéc aia dng toi”. Co thé thoi.

Ptc Chinh \an chra hiéu va hoi:
— Song ma trongdy nhiéu clir ngudi ta ghép niing chr ndo c6 ¢i khiém trang.

— Chir “s&i” va chr “dé”. Chix “sai” chinh ngha |4 thudang E ciing khong AU xa, @ doc

gi ci. Ch vi ban thé caa n6 nguyéry chir “sat” 1a “giét” ma chuyn am ra.

“Séi” Vai “sat” doc tuy khélc:~ nhau, ni'nlg mit chix ciing Van la not, cho néniat chix “sai”
lién voi chix “de” tuy rang moi chix & moi cau, ngroi ta ding co tfe nhap lai lam mot doc
no ra “saité”. “Sat ¢¢” nghia 1a “gét vua”, nhr thé tac 1a khiém trang, ck gi.
Ong chi nha tp ding diy, chip tay vai lia, vaiia:

— Thai! Toi xin ky ca non. Phiicd nha t6i, lam sao |ucoe dért qua,danh phii bo hoc di
cay. Neu nhr toi sang d mot chat, ma 6 theodudi dé dugc cip quyen vao trong Wi
cac ngai, thi cc st doi bi toi!

Va éngay noi thém:
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— Nghe chugn cac ngai, lam cho t6i cang thém ¥ay xin phép cac ngai, t@ii giuc no
lam com kéo muon.

RAi thi ong ta quay #t di ra, Déc Cung hinh nin da thiy néng rt vé cudc chuyn
phiém, chang ngianh sang phi®uc Chinh va bi:

— Cau dén choi hay c6 véc gi én hoi chang ti?
Puc Chinh nim ardi nhu dwong ¢6 chugn dic y:

— T6i mudn moi ngaidém naydi choi giai budn. Boi vi chiing minh cung pfong “hong”
v6i nhau.

Pbc Cung @ng aroi:

—ba ta cau c6 hio tam. Nhung t6i bay gb ruot ganduong bon chon, con thét gi dén cto
boi? Vay xin 16i cau dé cho khi khac. Chang ta con ghilic gip nhau. \6i gi?

DPtrc Chinh \in kéo néo:

— G nhién thi king ai ding phii tirc, hibng chi chiing minkda ko deo vaodén tam
truong. T6i ding caydang trong régt, co E con hon ngai rira. Vi \vay, t6i mwn noi ngai
di choi cho khuay.

Pbc Cung nht dinh tir chbi:

— Thoi u mién cho. Tr sdngdén gio toi thay trong ngrdi hoi mét. Néu lai thac dém, fit
nhién € thanhom nang...

buc Chinh néi thém vai cau tao ladj hin dang diy tir biét.

Thing nhd vira hrng nrou dit vao gira phin, sau khi n@a tinh tiong xin phép rily 6ng
khach to.

Ciing nhr sdng ngay, dng émha to, lai dén gai tai ndi chao, bi tu langdi noi khac.
Ca bon bay gi> méi thay khin &o, bi ciing n@i vao mam.

Trong lic chén thi chéad, Béc Cung tuy @ng c6 \¢ cam khai, nfeng vi Van Hc thinh
thoang lai chém ndt cau bbéngiua it cé y v, cho nén quanganh van vui & nhu tét.
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Mit troi d8 ¥, bong ring leo 1én ia trong aia tda nha troc san, By gio cudc rrou
mai tan.

May tuan trau nuéc da tan,boc Cung at tap gidy gidp bai vao trap o chang ra ric
nhac lay khan ao & xuong cheu.

DPoan Bing Wi hoi:

— Baco day chr? bi dau bay gv?

bbc Cungdap:

— Vang, toi¢ day. CO & tdi £ ¢ maidén ngay xténg danh. Bi vi tdi tuy hong, nhing
ma cac bac “vao”; thi ding con vui, tdi phi ¢ lai d& mirng cac bac. Cdleu ngay mai
cac baatugc di vao trong, t6ia nha ndt minh, ckic 1a khdng th chiu noi. Vi vay...
bén day, chang bng ngrng lai dé dua ra ndt nu cuoi:

— Vi vay téi mudn xin phép cac badem nay xéng thim Hang Ly chodd budn...

RO chang i cui mt xudng, nhr mudn gidu kin nHing giot nugc mit duong thap thoo
dau con nit.

Van Hac lai tréu:

— May khoado Cung?

Poan Bing Wi ngin:

— Sao chudi c bédngdua mai ti.

Va voi vé mat rat cam dong, thiy quay hi nhinBbc Cung.

— HAm nay thi t6i khéng dam can bac.uNb dén chiéu mai, bacdi vé day, dé cho
chung toidi vai!

Van Hac lai hoi Béc Cung:
— Thé sao Tén bic Chinhdén moi, anh khongti ludn véi han?
Dbbc Cung i cudi:
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—bi choi véi thang tuc tir dy c6 gi la thi? ¥ lai, nghe bi hin ndi, t6ida sinh ghét. Bing
thi cling c6 ram, bay thr nguol, han bi Wi téi dugc a? Tk ma kiy gio han dam noi &ing:
“chung minh éng la phrong ong wi nhau”. Nhr vay, anh o co trc hay khéng?

Van Hac ding aroi:

— Ké ca ciing dang trc thit. Nhung ma anh én gi hin? Anh tam trong, hin ding tam
truong. Va chra biét ching, cé khi mai kia fn < a8 duoc ta tai ding nén.

Tiém Hong lic dau:

— Khé 16ng &m. Tuy ing ngroi hong tam trrong ding 6 the dd duoc t tai. Nhrng
khoa nay & truong Ha Nbi chi lay hai Bn or nhan, theod “nhat cir tam & thi dugc bay
hai 6ng t0 tai fta. TH 1a ké ca td tai, ar nhan, & trudng moi ¢6 chin noi SAu Ngeoi.

Néu nha vua c6 gia an mallthem fra. ching qua @ng dén tram ngroi la cung. \ay ma
sang ngay cok trén king, $ vao phuc hch dé duge hon mot tram r6i. Thé thi khi nao td
tai condén phan hin?

Péc Cung ha theo:
— Phii! Néu hin mads, thi ding dang bwn cho cuéc thi ar.

Vira néi,poc Cung wra thing thing ira mit chai dau, coi B nhue mot nguoi duong c6
viéc gp. Sau khidoi khan miac ao clinh €, changdi mim aroi véi bon Boan Bing,
Tiém Hong.

— Xin chdc cac ngai ngay maiéticho linh bi! Toi di, chiéu mai hac sang ngay kia thi
lai v day.

Anh em Van Hc ai ding 6 ¢ ai ngai, nhung khong ai dam néi thém cau gi, vikhéu
moi dau Iong cho in.

Troi d& chiu ci. Ngoai plo lacdéc cé téng hang qudi rao.

Ong chi nha tp tat ta vao giic cac dng khachdrgiao Kt 1éu chdng cho minhig sra.
La vi ky nay hoc troda ving. NHhing aiduoc vao,déu phai dem Bu chdng bp sin tir
chiéu hdm trge, dé linh thé satdong cho, ngay mai élviéc vaodd ma ngi, khdng plii
16i thoi gi nira. Ong ch nha tp da quené @6, nén ndi giuc. Tac thi Van Hic kiém diém
céac thr d6 dac cia hai anh va mpn 1éu chdng éabbc Cung vi éu chdng @a chang k
trudc bo khdngdem & dua nhy 6ng chii nha to bo bubc dauday. Roi chang fy ba minh
gidy viét tén ba ngoi dan vao nii bo 4o Bu mt manh, va giao & cho thing nho dua lén
cira trrong. O ddy da c6 ndt nguoi lai phong thu nhn.
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Trong thanh Bt ¢au ndi tréng thu khéng. Ting chudngy cac chiia xaang vang dua lai.

Troi nh& nhemdi. Boan Bing, Tiém Hng cling gic Van Hc soati 6ng quyén, hop
muc, giay but va caao vat dé ngay mai vao trong.
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Léu chdng (1939) — Cirong 15

N radém hém qua hay con giddmea phan, bi lanh thiu xuong, rim trong cfin
tudng nhr nam trén \ing nréc. Nhung tr ga gay th nhit tro di, thinh linh quay ra gié
nom. Khi lanh ki téng bot vé cac irng ndi réo Tay Bic, Ha Nbi dan dan hoi lai trong
canham &p. Sau khiwng d6ngdo nhe virng ra da thiéu tan & bic man ing ré u am
ciia srong mu, lAu trdi mdi lac mot thém sangis. Tuy 1 tét dau thang mt, vé kiéu my
khéng khac quanganh mbt busi mai caa thangtau xuan.

Anh em Van Hc xong téc diém tam, anh ing da I6ng lanh nhém cac ngn cay vang
Ua. By gio ai iy méi sim sra quin 4o va cado dac dé vao trong.

Lan nay cai vada dugc nke ng, vi né khdng phi deo chong vadu. Nhrng trach nlém
cai @ van chra bst di chut naohng qu;en biu nudc va trdp hac yén \an con thi nhau
biu chit lay ¢6 ma king king danhdu xudng ngrc va ung.

Ky nay chi thi trong ndt vi giap. Tuy $ hoc trd dugc vao co bn mot tram, nheng ngoai
cira vi ding thiy bong ngoi ddng nglit. Boi vi, ngoai cac thi sinh, con cowhuynh ton
toc ara cac 6ng “ngp nghé tan khoa’img keo i d6 dé du huong céi vinh a trong
cuoc dic thing aia ngroi nha minh.

Tan not hdi trong khiu ddng dc diém trong nha Thp dao, ara tnrong N rong tan bng
co qUat linh dinh nréc la @y kham sai va 6ng ¢hkhdo tir trong trong ra chéc ghé tréo
ngoai ara. Cai loa va céc linh trang thiéu I¢ 1am viéc phan ar.

Bay giv hoc tro khdng phi chen chi vat va nhu cac K truéc. Ngroi ndoda dugc céi loa
nhic dén tén minh, ngoi Ay c6 tré ung dung in dén ara teong, khdéng bngin cn chi
hét. Nhung ma lon linh thé séat hi phai lam thém nét viéc. Sau khi kham xondd dac
cua ngroi ndo, b con phii dan ngroi dy di dén day Bu ma o ¢& aim tir tbi hdm tnrée,
réi bao ngroi ta vao u ma ng@i.

Cudc goi tén Bn nay At ngin, msi d6 nra giv da xong. COng ¥c sip dit trong vi ding
c6 trét tu hon truge. Ca vi chia lam clirng hon muoi day, cac day song songmha THp
dao radén birc phén ngoai cung. Daymach day kiao nim sau tiege. O gitra hai day
giap nhaudéu co cai kheat rong dé lamduong di. M&i day ch cédung muoi céi léu,
céi  cach cai kia tng dé nam thude trd lai. Vi mudn giit cho ngrdi & 18u nay kb
nhom thy nguoi & 1éu kia, cacdu déu cim theo hinh ch “céng”, mbt cai im ngang, di
dén mot cai rim doc.

Léu cua Van Hic ¢ s 31, iim ngaydau dong thir tu, giap \6i birc rao @a nha Thp dao.
Trong luc ngroi linh thé sat éin chang & d6 va ch cho bét mot manh gay trang code
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ba chi tén chang daa cira Bu, Van Hic cd y nhiny cac day, xeming leu caaboan
Bing déngd chd nao — viboan Bing da vao trdc chang mt lat. Nning ma khéng thy
bong anhy dau, chang bén chui vao troréy) luc cacdd dac lat vit bo ra mit chéng, 6i
gio bo dd danh fra, hi uc dap da vao &t lay lta hat théc. Thinh linh niy ¢én Boc
Cung, lmng chang cang fly bdi hdi khé . Vi theo y changDbéc Cung d@ing 1a Hic van
chuong xut sic ¢o the dd to. Ching ng vi hai chir vo y madén phai ra bang “con” thit
la dang téc.

“Thi ra van hay chi tét, ciing chra chic 6. C6 E céi viéc 4 hong, con quanééd sy may
rui nita ching”.

Changduong w van ngh quanh, trén choii@ quan ng sir ngaai truong, ng ndi mot
hoi trong cai at hung ding. Biet la sip cddau bai, chang quen ¢ moi ky, da toan &p
sira gy muc chay dén nha lAng, thio trén choi 4i co tieng loaam oe:

“B¢& toan §ti? Ai My & yén trongdu, chy hinhdau bai?” Téng “bai” vira dit, quandé
diéu vira & trén nha Thp dao di xudng Wi chirng hon muoi nguoi linh, mdi nguoi trong
tay cO ndt tap gidy. Bon linh chia ng di thingdén cac daydu, quing cho ndi léu mot
manh gy chi.

D6 la gty saodau bai. Vi ky nay hyc tro da thra, dau bai ra i, lai phong len phai xtm
lai sao thanh nlau ban, 16i quan cli khao giao quardé diéu demdi phat cho ndi nguoi
mot ban, chr khéng dary nha ling nhr cac Kk trudc.

Léu aia Van Hic & ngaydau day, nén chang ah duoc gidy sao trréc cac éu khéac.

O trong minh giy, tit ca chi cé ba bai, it bai Kinh ngfia, nt bai phd va it bai van
sach. Trong ba bdid, tnr bai kinh nghia phii viét cu thé, con hai bai saueu nhe hon
cac k truge. Bai pha ched ba “én”, con bai vin sach ¢ngdé nam sau cau & ma thoi.

Pay la tt¢ 1¢ caa phép thi ndi. Theo nlr may khoa @n day, thi k/ phic lch aia trrong
thi hwong, ding c6 y ngita sat lch lai cac ky trudce. Vi vay, nd phii da cadc moén in aia
may ky kia dé cho khio quan c6 thtra vao cac lai van 6 ma xét khiu van va src hoc
cua trng ngroi. Vi cac ngroi khac, thi nlﬁfng dau dé ky nay, ndi riéngitng bai, tuy co
nhe that song lyp ci lai thi lai rat ning, vi né @m du van thé caa ba K.

Nhung wi Van Hac thi ghﬁng, c6 gi la ang. La Wi trong khi fip vin & nha, chang an

noi tieng la ngrdi “hoc deu bat ky tho phu, kinh ngie vin sach, hay mon gi khac, mon
nao changing hon ngroi,” anh emdong hpc it khi theo kp.

Bai vay, trong khi ngo vao Ay caidau bai, thaido caa changd ra arc ky ung dung.
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Khi da viét xong miy dongé trangdau quyén dé di [ay diu nhat trung, chang &t dau
ngh nét cac \é cia bai kinh ngta, 6i d¢én bai pha, i dén bai vin sach. Vi s c6 ctd
lam 15 nhe cia Bdc Cung, ma trong lic vo tinhy inh khong t, cho nén rdi khi
nght xong bai ndo, changilcan than gidp fet baiy ra mbt minh giay, va con soadi,
Ssoét hi tirng cau ttng chi, c6 khidén tirng nét ira. Khi nao khéng tﬁy c6 cld dang ng
va khéng con din ndodang chira, by gio chang ndi viét vao trong qugn.

Viét xong hai bai kinh ngl va phu, mi chirng qué tra, chang fic thi giv con nhéu,

muon haydé bai van sachdi do, nungddc cho tlat ky cang. Nieng khi coi hi may lan,
chang thy loi van dadanh thép, khéng con cach nao lasmhldcay mai chiu cim cui

viét nt.

Kiém lai trong quyn, khong co6 ch nao xéa, sét, moc, &h, theaduing trdong quy, the 1a

khong phai viét “cong quyen mi” & cudi quyen nita, i vi khdng cé xéa, moc, éa, thi
“cong” cai gi?

Luc ay khéng con véc gi phii lam, changdi gio dadanh fra, rungddi ngdi hat thube
vat.

Mot &t sau, trén choi codng thu qugn, chang rai bo quyén vaodng, thu ¥p do dac
vao trapPang B chang 4i bo ca 1éu chdng 4n nira, nheng vi B [éu chdng nay laia
béc Cung, khéng phi cia minh, nén changilcd hi huc d3 18n, bé 4i, vadeo 1én vai, bi
sang bén nha Hp dao ndp quyén. Biy gio mit troi con cao, Bt thay hoc trd conduong
lam van chra xong.

Ra khoi COng trrong, Mra gip thing nk nha to ¢én don, chang trut ét thay d6 vat trén
vai trén 6 cho né ‘é truéc, i minhdung dinh di sau. Thinh linkb phia tede mit nghe
co tleng ngroi amam.

M6t bon chrng hon muol ngudi hung hing tién 1éndang trge, hang % xam ki di theo
rat dong.

Truéc luong gi6 i, hoi ruou sic sya theoddm ngroi do tiép tuc bay 1én. Nhin thy my
ongdi trudc, 6ng nao, dngy, sic mat do nhu mau nat troi, dangdi lao dao nhrke
duong Iéndong tregng. Ho nghiéng bén @ ho ngi bén kia, co ngoi viradi vira non tioc
nén thao kAp c duong céi. Bi ho nhao nhao dhtay I1én phia&a trrong:

— Van 6ng nlr thé ma ki danh tong, that [a mot 1 khéng nat.

— b3 dbt khéng clAm ndi van, thi & nha m&y véi vo. Sao 4i ddmdi chim treong?
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Thi rad6 1a nhiing 6ng ong ky dé tam. Khong kit d6 15i cho ai, kv phai d6 cho quan
truong.

Ctr mot giong huing 6 v6 1y nhr vay, ho 6m vai nhau, #m tay nhau, cin ngang & mot
doan duong, Mradi, vira thét. Nlrng di vai budc ho lai [an xuong dyc duong, thi nhau
vira khéc wra gao:

— Oi troi dat oi! N6 @6 ma téi b hong, thi tdi con it mii nao t vé 1ang rira. Oi cha e
oi! Nao t6i c6 lamdiéu gi thit duc, sao téi @ phai hong mai tié nay? Kidn man than toi,
|€éo d€o thi bao nhiéu khoa, bayqgméi vao tam teong not khoa, khéng ng lai hong.
Théi cdngdén sach @ing ladoé ca xudng sdng.

Gao chéan, khéc chang Ihai danhdach gy ¢ mét duong giong nhr nhiing ngroi tring
gi6. Tré con hang # vo tay reo aoi. Tieng ardi chua chat lam choohdéu dirng plat tro
day, dudi san dam ngaroi chung quanh va quat:

— Chung bay woi gi?

— CO phii cudi ching éng 4t thi bao?

Tan cwc ra oai i lii tré, ho lién nhit 1ay mdi ngudi mét hon gich V&, hung king kéo
|én réo ara trrong.

Van Hac biét 1a hp sip sinh s bay ba, chang bén&len quatam hang ¥ dé di nguoc
xuéng. Vira lai thui cat buéc, chang wta ngh tham: “Khéng ndy trongdam win nho bi
c6 nhing ngroi liéu linh dén thé, khoéng bét ho 1a hoc trd tnh nao?” Trémtuong da Ht
bong ring, chang ira litng thirng dén phd hangbao, tirée mat lai c6 Mot ddm naroi nita
ciing dwong chém ca mot khududng di.

Chic day ding van nhitng vi anh hing 6ing thi, chang toargrdi duong khac, trongtam
chot c6 tiéng ngroi N6 16n:

— Viéc nay la céi ntc chung da § 1am Ha M.
— Néu khéng 1am cho ra chég thién h s5 coi 9 khi Ha Nbi 1a céi tro gi?
R6i lai ¢6 tiéng tiép theo:

— Vay ai dadoc sach thanh B ding phii biét c6 nghia khi, E nao thy viéc nhr vay ma
dang im!

Va lai c6 ngroi phu hoa:
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— Phii d6? NO cliri mot nguoi, tirc 1 n6 civi tat ca s Iam. Nédanh nét ngudi tac la né
danh &t ca s lam. Chung taéu la ngroi trong thanh khi, & phai bénh we lay nhau.
TOI xin anh em & dén madanh cho ckt ca nha nédi, bao nhiéudi, t6i xin chiu c.

R6i d6 ngroi ta kéo ta 1én éo hang Ngang, &éhg ho & 1am ndi ltc mbi thém dr doi.
“Cai gi ma to chugn vay?” vVan Hc da toandi theo,dé xem hy lam tro gi. Sau changil
ngh: neu la mot viéc nghia khi, thi minh &ng phii dy cuoc, khong tik bo tay lam k
bang quan. Nimg reu no chi la chuyn tirc gian vo ly aia bon ngdng cang, thi minh
vao hua lam chi choad au la ta hay éi xemdau duoi ra sao caid? Ri chang quanh
sang éi khac to vé nha tn. Ong chii, thing nho deu di vang c. Trong nha chcd my
dta bé con nd Ui hui choi ¢ trude san va B leu chdng da chang b o trén tiém.
Chang vao trong nhatkhan, @i 40 Bi ty bung chiu ra & muc nrée rra mit.

Mot 1at sau, thing nho 1€ mé quay hai b6 eu khénh khang di vao trong san, nétihhon
hé nhin vao Van kc nhr 6 chugn gi mwn noi. Nhung né con cha Kp ndi, ngoai
congda co teéng giay lep kep, Boan Bing, Tiém Hng cung ¢ voi mot dang 16 nghiém
trang, qlur rr]c’ri bi ¢ viéc gi trai y, Van Hc voi bo chau nuge vadang 1€n chao. €hai
nguoi déu doi ra by vui vé:

— Chiida & rdi ddy &?

— Chug¢ truong ra tr bao go?

Van Hac 1€ phép:

— Em ding vra & dén nha.

Ba ngroi lién cung xéc 1én nha trénPoan Bing, Tiém Hng wra thay kiin &o vra hoi:
— Chul ¢6 gp bon say trou ¢ ngoai 6ng treong day chr?

— Cba, em d@ip bon ho ¢ gitraduong.

— Ai ngo s lam ki ¢6 nhing hang ngroi vo hanh nhr vay? O nha khéng ciu hoc hanh,
den luc thi kong ki dinh gay & véi quan teong... Danh giao nao dongintg feng ngroi
ay?

Van Hac ding hoi:
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— Lai con bt bon ¢ hang Ngang ima. Hai anh co &p ho khong?

Tiém Hong dap:

— Khéng. Chiing toi khong 4l ho dau. Nhmg ma théu gi! Trong K dé tam, $ hong c6
den hon hai tém ngroi. Nhitng ongay bay giv conduong phatdién phat cang. H ho tu
ba ¢ dau, thi § noi kay ¢ day.

Van Hac t vé nghi ngp:

— C0 E bon ¢ hang Ngang khong phvi chuyén thi hong. Em nghe thy ho luén luén
nhac dén 9 khi, hinh nlr cé ngroi bi ai lam nhuc.

Poan Bing cé y ngc nhién:

— La nhi! Khoéng rd la véc gi the?

Ong chi nha tp ¢ dau vira \é. Véi mot dangdiéu tit ta dngay vao thing trong nha va
thd hi ho wra noi:

— Cac quan ¥ssm qua nii? Bang E chieu nay t6i éing Iénddn cac ngai, sau vi c6 mg
ra di xem viéc 16i thdi & phd Hang Ghy, nén hi khéng 1én, cac ngai @ cho!

Ro6i 6ngay thém:

—Paodé! Cac éng hc tro hing qua. Khéng khéo nha ba K. s3 bi tan tanh.

Van Hac nghe n6idd 1a vieéc d6 ding c lién canién bon hoc trd hangbao, chang &n
hoi tat:

— CAu chu$§n dau duéi ra sao, iing hay k& cho ching tdi nghe.

Ong chi nha to quay ra phla Saft goi thing nhd cham tra thip dén va gic ngrdi nha
lam @m mau mau. Bi ngdi vao chéc phan canh, éng ta ra gngdic v:

— C06 gidau? Chitai mot cau ndi chua. &la nha ba & K., cac ngai cfic ding da biét,

von & mbt nhadai pha. Bsi khi budn ban @ng codong chiu dong tr, haic cé git boc

vay muron oia 6ng ta, cho néi phé hang Gay ciing nhéu ngroi né. Ongay c6 ngroi

con géi, hinh niatén la cé Kim, 8m naydé hai mroi tudi, nguoi ciing khadep, con

duong kén clng, & ngay \an ngdi ngoai cra ban hang. Con cai nha giddat Ké Cho,

phan nhiéu quen thoi khng khinh, hiéng chi ¢d nayié rada sin c6 tinh chua ngoa, thi

con coi ai ra gi? Thoi thigkin ngroi o trong nha, chdén nhiing khach ra vao mua ban,
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hé ai ma noi tht y nira nhi, ay la c6 ta ngoa ngi ngu;én raa, co khi clixi tram chii lop
ngudi ta nira chr. Vi vay ca pho ai ding phii so. Tinh @ dén trea hdm nay...

Té6i d6 6ng ta ngng i dé sai ngroi nha pha néc.
Van Hac ding nhr néng nghe, &n ging:

—bén trra hdm nay 1am sao?

Ong chi nha tp hat tandiéu thube B dap:

—Pén trea hdm nay, cé éngols trd vao hangdi mua giy bt — Gr nhiéu ngroi noi lai
la 6ngdo6 hay con & tudi — chra ré qué quan dau, ding 1a $ nguoi hong ky dé tam va
con¢ day chy bang td tai — Trong khi &t ci, 6ng nay cé ndi bondua saaid. Caido ké
ra ding 1a sr thuong. Vi “hoa tlom ai ching mwn vin”. C6 phii thé khéng, thra cac
ngai?

Anh em Van Hc ch cuoi khdngdap, dng tadi tiép:

— Nheng ma ¢6 Kim 1a fng chong bn cé téng, dau ki nghi nhiin nhr vay? Khi thdy 6ng
kia cO y tréu ot, cd nay Ién ndi tam banh, &a ludn ndt théi mot thoc. Ong kia teéc con
c6 nhin, sau thy c¢d Kim lam gia, éng ta phéat cating phii mang lai mot cach ét phi
Iphangl Thé rdi hai bén thanh ra x6 xat. Ngi nha cd nay nhao nhaozhra, niu &y 6ng
d6, xé tan rét cai khin luot va cai 4o the. Ong nayra then wira tirc, nhrng vi ch c6 bt
minh, khéng th saodugc. Lap tc 6ng ta chy luén V& nha to, thuat lai dau dudi voi ban
cung to va xin anh emira nhuc cho minh. Trong nhadttat ca miy bon, ding codén
hon mudi nguoi, nghe dng nay ndi aidy déu to ra v bat binh. G bon lién kéo nhawtén
trugc ara nha ba & K. bit dén khin 4o cho bn. Gia st ba 1 K. xin 16i mot cau, cod
ngudi ta ding thdi. Song nao c6&hOngay lai gio Iy su va ndi nliing cau ac ky vo IE.
Thé méi ngu chi!

Thing nhd vira bung siéu méc dén canh, 6ng ch nha to ding diy lay by khay chéniat
sang gira gle.

Van Hac don Ky 4m chén, wa chuy@n néc viradé y nghe. Tiém Kng hoi:
— Ong ba h K. n6i nhirng th nao?

— Truéc hét 6ng ta vu ¥ cho dng hc tro kiada vao da hangin cip. Rdi thi 8ng ta [én
giong k& ca, bao hoc trd thi Fong toan 1a nting quan rat day. Sau t, 6ng ta con &i
“chiing bay kc tro thing nao” va néi “6ng thach ihg thiy chiing mayién day ding
khéng lam gi dngdt...”
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Tiém Hong © y tic gian:

— Nhur thé thi can & that. Panh cho cét di ciing dang!
Van Hac bung chén ogc dua 6ng cli tro va noi:

— Ong hay ®i nudc caida.

Ong chi nha tp don Ky chén mre dat xudng dau gré.

— CAc 0ng be tro ltcay tic 1im, ¢4 toan xdng vadanh cho dng baghK. mot tran.
Nhung ma 6ng ta ety thut vao trong nha vacg mét | gia nhan vacay dé ra. NHing
dta gia nhansc khoe nhr voi, chiingday bon nay ra mai ngoaiuong, cé éng ngaip
nga ngra, 16p ngop mai i dung lénduoc.

Chén rdc dau phan da ngwi, 6ng chi nha to noi tiép:

— THé rdi 6ng ba b K. sai [ gia nhanting canh trdc ara va din hé thiy dea naodén
gan, ar viéc danh cho rit mang. Nhirng 6ng hc trd ltic nay céngéhng, nhrng vi it ngroi
khong tie doi dich, cac 6ndy bén ét mot nira¢ d6 dé canh dng K, con ot nira ira, thi
chay tUOt vé cac pld néi cho lan bé bét rd tinhdau. CH ntra giv sau, hc trd cac oi kéo
dén tap nap. Ngroi nao ngroi ay, sic mat ham him nhr dng Long thn. Ong b4 & K.

biét la thé nguy, 1én sai ngrdi nhaddng chit cira lai. Ca nha tdn hét Ién gac. Ngoai nay
hoc trd mdi lic mdi déng,ding chit ca hai day pl. Licay tdi twdng ngroi ta $ cling
chui béi nha kia tand, cho ki con gian trong long. Té ra khéng, cac dfygchi goi 6ng
ba b K. mo ciradé anh em Bi cau chugn 0c ndydau dudi thé ndo. Nleng ma dng béa
ho K. nhit dinh khoéng tlva. Tiec quéa My dng trong bn giuc nhaudi muon riu bda pha
ctira ma vao. Gia khidé thiy cé mt doi linh tuan chirng hon muoi nguoi, sim sip tién
lai. Té ra trong lu@dng ara, 6ng ba & K. da sai ngoi nha wot qua trong hau chay vao
trong thanh &p b&o. C6d ddi véi mot dam hyc trd, ki toan 1a ng tam torong, cac quan
ciing ¢6 1ong A. Vi vay, quan éngdéc chi phai nt bon linh tuin radd dé phong niing
su hanh hung, ankhéngdan ap. Nlrng khi ki linh ngin can, khi trc aia cac lc tro hi
cang nix lra thém du, ngroi ta ban nhau pti kéodd nha dng ba® K. dé rra cai nlc
cho § 1am i s& clingdén ara quan chu ti. Nhoi baniy dadugc nhiéu ngroi khen phii.
Va 1di hoc trd ©i ¢6 mdi ltc mdi ddng, khi tdi & dén dau Hangbuong, con tiay mot

bon d6 vai chic ngroi d6 18n reo phd Hang Go, chic ding di du cudc do...

Tiém Hong ra 1 ha da:
—bang kép! Nhitng dra troc pha plan nhigu van hay 1ao Bn vo ly. Co ti&, ching no
maoi chua.
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Van Hac ra & khang khai:

— Néu qua nhur vay, thi vigc nay c6 th 1a mjt nghia ar. Em mwn chay Ién xem sao.
“Ki én ngha kt vi vo diing gia”...

Poan Bing Wi vang ait di:

— Chl nghinhu vay [a IAm. Khi nao “danh chinh ngén thni’ méi goi duoc 1a ngha ax.
Ping nay, ¢ theo nlr 16i 6ng chi n6i do, thi ky thay no ch 1a chuyn ve gai O doi ve
gai madén bi raa, b xé 1a sr dwong nhién, khéng nén bénlkralam chi. Vi than gai quy
& hai chir doan trinh, #u bi tréu glkeo, ngroi ta c6 qugn khang @, khdng aiduoc trach
chd d6. Thé ma trong ltc cai 6ng ve géi bhuc vé nha du aru, nhirng ngroi cling to
khéng By 1& phai ma khuy&n anh emgilcon kéo nhadén nha ngoi ta dé hong gay
chuyén. Bo 1a tr cac dnciy da kit chinh bi.

Van Hac ndi xen:

—badanh nhr thé, nhung ma 180 ba®K. ciing hn lao qua!

— Phii roi. LA0d6 ciing hon 140 qua tht ddy! Song vi nling 6ng hic tro c6 clb vo ly, thi
han mgi hon lao chir. Sao khong trach minhilct trach ngroi la cai ngfia gi? \a ching,
Ia0do noi can my cau, anh eming ti nhe the, cing da xtng dang km roi. Khdng nén
lam cho to wc ra nra. Cac chu tih nght ma xem, bénh 8t nguoi ban chim gai maien
hang tém hoc tro kéodi pha nha ngoi ta, co e goi la “danh chinh ngon thim” dugc
khong? Lam §y thién ha hau the &£ bao ching minh ladng ngroi gi?

R6i thay két luan:

— Thoi! Chu cédi ma can anh em, thi hay néinnéu di de vaodang wi cac 6ngay thi
t6i khéng tang Iong chut nao.

Ong chi nha to tan thém: Pii day! CAc quan i ¢ truong \e, chic con mii mét, khong
néndi voi. Xin moi cac ngais nha i com, dé toi lai [én Hang Gay coi thir cong véc
thé nao, bi tdi ndi dé cac ngai nghe, néh hay khéng, IUeidé £ quytt dinh.

Moi ngudi déu cho la phi. Ong ta 4i lat dat radi, sau khida xuwng nha @i din bao
nguoi nha ap sra com nudc.

Chirng nra canh mt, anh em Van bt an com d& xong ai Ay néng 1ong chr doi.
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Trang nonda lan, ngoai san di tol mU mu, Ay gio 6ng ta ndi d6t dudc vé. Nhanh nhu
dén cd bon nayduong ndi, dngay vira ardi vira noi:

—bai phlc cho nha 6ng b&K. Chuyén da d:p yén. Cac 6ngde trodadau \& day ca
roi.

Poan Bing hio dngay ngdi han vao gl rdi hoi:
— Yén la t nao? Anh emét trd b giai tAn hay c6 ngoi ndodang ra thu €p?

— C6 chir. Quanddc hoc phii dén khudn %p. Ngai thit khéo qud, eong c6, nhu ¢6, Vi
the, cac ong hc tro myi phai vang nli.

Vira néi, dndiy vira ghé vao tréc Boan Bing va tép:

— T6i xin n6i hi tir d4u dé cac ngai nghe. Lic toi 1&én Hang Giy da tray may cay
dudc 16n duong chaydungdung, trong ph sang nkr ban ngay. i duc Iay o dau ra,
nguoi ta noi ﬁng d6 la cac 6ng e trd gop tn mua rira bo hi thanh bo. By gio cac
ong hoc trd Van con ban tandmg hai nhr tredc, codiéu ai riy van hai tay khéng. Toi
duong & nghe xem cac dndy ban ra th nao, thié dau phd, c6 ndt nguoi anh édm chiéc
dén bng soi cho hai ngpi linh khac khiéng it cai vong & dam hyc trodi dén trude ora
nha ba b K.

Trén vdng lxéc xudng mdt 6ng @ giadau da ac tring.

Bong kra lip loang, nhom mai & biét 1a quandéc hoc. Biéu nay 1a lte sau nay ogi ta
mai ké vai tdi — thi ra trong lGc cac 6ngb trd hd nhau kédé nha ba B K. mot nguoi
linh tuan & @6 lién chay vé thanh b&o tin & quan bngdéc. Lap tirc quan dng dbc cho
ngudi vao dinh ban cach khurxKhdng bét hai ngai bamtinh thé ndo, ma quarbhg dc
phai quanioc hoc than hankién d6. Cac dng b tro Iticay mei dang kinh phc lam sao.
Ai nay déu duong wn thinh m, thé ma thy quanddc hoc, G ddmdéu chip tay vai chao,
réi cling nin im pling phic nhr ddm ba quan ehnghe héu 1énh aia dngdai tudng...

Tiém Hong noi xen:

— C4ido la k tat nhién. Vi quanioc hoc la ngroi dimg dau viéc hoc trong nét tinh, hyc
tro tuy khéng ¢ ngai, nlrxng ding phii coi nhr thay. Va chang, a1 doc hoc Ha Ni lai
la mot bac danh wng, ai ma khéng phkinh trong?

Van Hac hoi gang:

— THé rdi cy dbc 1am gi?
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— Ngai ko céc 6ng b troding xép hango hai day ph dé ngai ging gii. Trudc hét,
ngai khen cac 6ndo déu cé khi khai, it bénh ti8 dién cia 4 1am. Ri ngai hoi ai la
ngudi d& b con ba B K. lang ma va xé kiin 4o. Mot 6ng hoc trd lién chay ra nHin. Ngai
bao 6ngdo ding ra ndt bén, va ngaidi dén nhirng ngroi dadén nha ba & K. bit dén
quin &o cho bn va b 6ng ta n6i Bn. Chirng hon muoi nguoi ra trede mit ngai thra 1a
chdng con. Ngail bao nhing 6ng nayitrng sang rét bén. Bly gio ngai noi chi vao cai
ong hoc trd ki xé khin 4o va ét giong nghiém nghma &n: “Anh d& noi tréu con gai ba
ho K. phai khdng?” Ong nay abi khdng, nleng ngai khong tin va néi:

“Ta biét ca rdi, anh khéng th c&i. Céng nhién vao nhadng gia ve van con gai ngi ta,
nhu anh trc 1a 6i nhan d@ia danh giao”.

Ludndo, ngai quay sang phiaintg 6ngda bi 6ng ba b K. néi hdn va qu nhu vay:

“Thay ban lam xing, dang E candi méi phai. Cac anh khéng canailcon kéo bé kéo
dang, dinh iy danh ngta nho Iam bénhwc mot ké ve gai, cling nhirng gay thém ét
xau cho lan, ma con lam cho danh gidoaptiém nhuc nira, nghe khéng.” t ca miy
ong hoc trddéu im thin thit. Khidy ngai noi sai linhdap ara gi hai cha con bagK. ra
du’ngor truéc mat ngai. Hai ngoi hinh nhr van chra hét con sy hai, & mit khong con
sic mau vadéu chap tay, clidau, khéng dam tréng 1én. IFéc hét quanddc hoc ming
ngudi con géi tié nay:

“May la phan gai, dip ke tréu gfeo, o nhién ¢ing nén ning ki, nhung phii ming cho cé
€. Ai cho may cliri rua ngroi ta, 161 lai sai i day t¢ xé a khan ao ngroi ta? May co hit
‘lang ma nguoi khac’ phai toi nhu the nao khdng?”.

R4i ngai ming 6ng béa b K. nhu vay:

“May thach thing thiy cac anh bc tro ding khdng lam giivgc may phi khong? Tao la
Mot ngudi & bac thay vay tao mwn hoi may thach nting gi?” Ong ba éiK. chap tay hy
lay lay dé coi rat buon aroi. Quandoc hoc lai chi vao miit 6ng ba b K. va ndi gin dir
nhu vay:

“Thé 1a mayda khong kit rin con, hi con bénh con ma vé ki tat ci ngudi trong nho
lam. Ngroi ta mwn pha nha may, khéng fiHa qua?”.

Ong ba b K. cui guc tan dat, kéu xin thadi.

Dén day, ong chk nha tp tam nghi dé hat ndt hoi thudc lao.boan Bing chy cho khoi
thuoc ra let, lai hoi:
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— TH rdi sao rira?
Ong chi nha to givong hai con rit 16 do cua ké say thibc vadap:

— THé rdi quandéc hoc bit 6ng ba B K. phai xin 16i ca dam hyc tro, ngroi con gai phi
xin 18i cai éng lh xé, hai cha con phdén 6ng nay rat cai khin luot mot cai 4o the. Va
ngai con Bt dng ba b K. va éng ke tro b xé, ngay mai pdi xudng Van Miéu 18 ta va
chiu mdi ngudi mot chuc roi don. Nhing 6ng fec trodi bat dén 4o cho bn cing phai 18
ta Van Miéu. Truéce khi ra \8, ngaida sai ngoi 18 sinhdi hau phai hoi tén hp caa cac ke
tro bi phat, bién vao ranh ghy, dé ho khoi tron.

Va ngai con néi gi ngo ngay mai, ngaisxuong nha \&n Miéu thi hanh cacshh phat
kia, cac 6ng bc tro reu co thi g, cing nén &i d6 chirng kien cwc tring phat doé.

Ong chi nha to két luan:

— T6i tirc ordi nhat 1 1Ge cha con 6ng b&K. cui lay cac 6ng be trd va néi My cau
xin loi. Cai b) diéu aia hp Idc ay that 1a khdm nam kbn nan, chang bu \6i lUc quac
mom noi can.

Anh em Van Hc déu khen:

— Cu dbc khu xx nhu vay, that hop tinh top Iy, anh em fc tro kinh phc la phii. Ngay
mai ching minh &u c6 thong th, cing nén xdng nha \dn Miéu ma xem cho hay.
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L éu chdng (1939) — Cirong 16

M oi khoa xong § phuc hach, lau fim ding do nira thang thitd dén ky xuéng danh.
Khoa ndy sao ma ém qua? Caiin nra thang quadi, ngudi ta van chraduoc biét cuc
xudéng danh & la ngay nao.

Bac dadanh 6i,, ai khong mong cho chéngabai. Anh em Van bt ding nhr nhiing
nguoi da vaodén ky thir tu, hét thay ndng long 6t ruot, qua ngay nayl ngong ngay
mai.

Ngay tr sau K phac hach, Doan Bing da sai ngoi vé langbao Nguyén va lang Van
Trinh dwa cho anh &va déngdd Van Trinh coi nitng ban sao cac baijkiy cia ba anh
em. b ndi ho ngaai ciing nhr nhitng ngroi rudt thit trong nha, ai iy nd nrc mirng 15.
Céach not hom sauPpao Hai Au va hai anh emdilabao Tudng LoanPao Grong
Phrong lién than hankién tin nha to. Dang B c6 Ngyc va hai chdau thi hai thr ba
cling cung & d6 dé huong nhirng sr vinh dr sip i cia cac 6ng obng. Nhing ¢ nha
con ¢6 nhdu viéc cin phii lo liéu, réu nhr anh em Van bkt clngdd cir nhan. Vi the co
chi gui 6ng anh & dem thém cho dng mjt sH tién nira, dé chang chi tiéu trong rimg
ngay chy doi xem king. Hai ngroi chi dau @ing \ay.

Trong nha Van ki, Hai Au tuy 12 6ng anh tinnhit, nhung maddi véi cac em khong qué
khac kho nha Boan Bing.

Thay nam nayda rim chac tudi, nhung Van trang kén nhr con trai, rau toc aka tac cai
nao. Tr thud chua hai mroi tudi, thay d& i tiéng la tay in chrong co tai. \& sau ke
luc cang ngay cangeti, nhirng Vi khoa gidps x Poai va xr Bic déu phuc la taydai

nho. Nhrng tinh tAy ciing nhr 6ng éng ngay xa chi thich khoang &, khong cliu noi
nhitng sr b6 bdc... Cho nén,it ltc tré tudi, thay da quiét khong thi & gi ci. Quanh am
tir thoi ngoai viec doc sach, thi @i caa thiy chi dé vun xi hoa ® trong won. Lac nao
cao hing, thi thy cho tim nﬁy 6ng an thandén nha throng hoa, dng rrou, haic di tiéu
giao cac ni son thiy, hay 1a vao cac ca lauitt quan mua vui. Trongo thiéu nién, Van
Hac, B¢ Cungdéu 1a ngroi rat hop y thay. Bai vay, khi mi buéc vao nha t, thiy hoi
ngaydén B¢ Cung. Ty néi bc Cung phi “ra bang con”, thy diém nhién ko voi cac
em:

— Sy dac thing aia cuhe doi, ching qua nix mot giac mong. B4 hay héng k¢ ra ding
chang quan B cho km. Cédiéu tai bpc anh ta nédo la phii. Thé ma ki néu tang con,
thi ding khi oan. Niing may khong pdi toi gi, ding con khatay.

Roi thay lién sai Van Hc di kiém Bc Cung ¥ d6 cho vui.
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Tur bira ki hong, Boc Cung chilén nha to mot lan ludn biradé changdi bi may nguodi
ban “ciing lng” kéo xwng hang b, la ca Bt nha nay sang nha khéac, cahg nan éa
nhitng cwc thaudémdan hatdd lam cho chang quén minh lamdghong thi.

Poan cfic Boc Cung chnidm ¢ nhadao Cc, Van kic lien dén nhady trudc tién. Nhing
maboc Cung khong cé day. bao Phrgng Fet sirc cheo keéo, @i chango lai dén mai,
chang phi nai that la khéng tlé ¢ va xin kit dén hém khac.

Hoi tham ba, Bn nha rira, Van Hic moi biét chd ¢ ciabéc Cung. Ludily Béc Cung
duong clng mit | a dao En 16¢ trong band tdm. Téng an, tiéng pkong tiu tit xen i
tiéng aroi noi tinh 1. Thiy Van Hac vao nét cachdot ngot, Béc Cung cho 1a chang nay
da ton boan Bing, Tiém Hng, xwbng d6 cho qua en nghén, lién chao Bng giong
bongdua:

— HOm nay tbi di vang nha lc da x5 long phii khdng? Vaatay cim ho vai van. Tao
duong h chungan hiep, swt hoi khéng u van nao?

Van Hac ding dua:
— Thay mit 1a thdy n6i 1ao! Bao gb cho may thanh ra ngi |6n?

Ca bon & dao, tuy clra ai quen Van kt, nhing ding biét 1a an Béc Cung néniéu to y
vo vap, thi nhau nhiong bai cho chang.

Van Hac hét thay tir chdi va n6i chobbc Cung bét Hai Au sai minhdi tim.

Xua naydéi voi Hai Au, Boc Cung ¥n quy nén va it kinh tong. Hoi nay Hai Au ludn
ludn di choi, Nnénda ¢in mot nim nay, chang akraduoc gip. Bay gb nghe n6i 6ng dn
vong nién vaec twongdiac d6 méi & qué ra, & nhién chang thy sr mai miét trongdam
yén hoada thanh ra adc v vi. Tic thiDdc Cung trao bai cho Vandd danh,dé minh
dung diy rira mit chai dau sip sra khin 4o. Con vai vanita hét hoi. Truéc ar co kéo &
loi cua mdt dAm pHin son nhi ninh, hai chang cungad 4o ra .

Bdy gio troi d& sim toi, trong nha bt dau thip dén. Diréi 4nh sangis nhot cua ngn lira
muadéng, mdt mam thnh san va not ngi rou 1én ala Gn,g chi nha to da chéu lé hang
ngaydat ¢ gitta phin, ci nhaduong $t sing doi nguoi di vang.

Dbbc Cung wra nhd vao €a, Hai au lién ardi va noi:

— Thé nao? Bac b'khiém ty” day u? Ay ciing vi thé ma fr thus nho t6i khong dam ngh
den chuyén thi az.
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Pbc Cung chitra 161 bang mbt nu cudi khiém Hn.

Ri d6, c nha quay vao quanh mamétttusc han huyénia Hii u, béc Cung, Tiém
Hong nhac lai cau chugn con db:

— HAm v, sau khi xem ing, Bn ngroi ching em codi coi lai ban giap @a bac Cung
dén hai chuc luot, vin khéng timdugc “khiém ty” chd ndo. Bvi vi hai chi “truong”,
“ninh” lai ¢ hai cau, trong ltc v tinh, khd maamhthiy. Em chic khong may cho bac
Cung, cho nén t bi quan ttrong nhom ra, ol nhitng quyén khac cé khi @ng con
nhiéu chb pham ©i nhu thé ma khéng ai .

— C4&ido tuy ding co ti, nhung ma it khi sy ra. La vi ndi quyén nhitng bn 6ng clam,
néu 6ng clhm trude khong thy, thi dng chm sau dng thiy. Va lai, theo phép nha
Nguyén, trdch nhim caa cac quan tdng ft ngat. Thi du gip mot quyen van ¢ bi nhu
la “khiém trang”, “plam hay”, “pham treong quy”, “dd di cau @i bat phu” chang han,
ma 6ng & khao khéng bét, ¢én dng phuc kho bsi ra, thi 6ng s khao tirc thi phai dudi
ra lién; ntu ca miy ng & khao, phuc klao, va giam kho déu khdng nhn ra, bi 6ng chi
khao xét thiy thi ba 6ng kiaiing b “phi xuat” tat ca, néu dng chi khao ding khéng xét
thiy, nheng ma qugn dé ding b danh tong thi thdi khéng sao, fsir quyén dy duoc d6,
khi dé vé triéu, hoang tirong hay cac quan & xét ra, thit 6ng chanh ankhao tro
xubng déu co bi ca vay, trong khi clim van, cac quardéu phai hét stc tim i nhitng
chir pham 1.

Cuong Phrong nadi xen:

— Thio nao em thy thay em néi &ing: cai khoa bacang lam phiic kio ding c6 nay 6ng
so khao bi “phu xwat”. Han cac ondy cing pram loi d6?

Hai Au d4p i dat chén rou xudng mam:

— Khong phi! My 6ng & khao khoady ma ki phu xuit 12 tai phé \in khéngding. Theo
¢, nhimg 6ng quan trong cHim van tuy Vin dugc mbi ngudi mdi y nhung cac du phé
ciing phii na na wi nhau, khongiugc chénh nhau xa qua. Thi déu 6ng & khao phé

“li &t” roi ong phan kho phé “thi” hodc phé “binh” thi khong lam saoétm ong phan
khao phé ru” dy 1a nHing 6ng clm trudc da phé “lét” déu phai phur xuit.

Hay |a cac dngwskhao phé fru” roi dng chi khao phé “binh” hdc phé “thi” thi khéng
viéc gi, réu ong cti khao phé “|Iet" thi 6ng cim treéc phé fru” ciing ki dudi ra khoi
truong. Boi vi “uu” véi “li ét” cach nhauat xa. Khi nao clng 6t quyén van ma hi c6
thé nguoi nay phé “lBt” nguoi kia phé ‘ru”? May 6ng  khao bi phu xuit trong khoa
thay t6i di chim truong nghedau vi iy quyén cac ngai phé ‘§t” dén dng phan ki lai
déu phé tru” c6 tré thoi.
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Tuong Loan &i hoi.

— Gia s co qun do qua, nﬁy ong cAm trudc phé “liét” 1a diing, ma éng phan Kb lai
di phé “wu” hay la nfing quyén van that hay nhrng 6ng clm “liét”, thi lam thé nao?
Céc 6ng chm truéc ding b phu xuit u?

Hai Au nang chén vaap:

—ba c¢6 cac quan ngbtruong ngr s can thép. Trach nhim aia miy dng nay chcdt
coi sOc cong \éc ngani truong. Neu thay may ong chir khao, phan kho cé y thién, thi
cac 6ngid c6 quyn hat bé va phai lap tarc lam € dan hdic dua € triéu dinh...

Cuong Phrong noi gop:

— Tré ra thé I v6i khao quan @ng nghiém ngt 1am. Vay ma lam saoan c6 nhing viéc
hoc tro thGng wi quan tueong?

Hai Au van nang chénuou:

— CA&id6 c6 B 1a chuyn doi L&. G nhur cac @ ké lai thi viéc thi ar vé& hdi Lé mat nhiing
lam. Nhit 1a miy khoa cii doi Canh Heng. C6 khoa ngoi ta an tién, ly dén sau tim
sinhdd. Vé sau vi c6 nltu tiéng ndi ra no6i vao, chia ih phii bat nhirng ngroi dadd
ra bai b séng lach ki. Sau tim 6ng h loai hon bdn trim éng. Ging vi céng Wc treong
6c oia nha Lé hay con nbu chb so xuat, cho nén rai co t# d6. Chir dén doi Nguyén thi
su dé phongda arc chudéo, khoéng th nao ma gianah duoc.

Ca nhadéu lang tai cly nghe, Hi au wng mbt hop rueou 16i tiép:

—Tw doi Minh M énh ma di, nwéc ta co iy trwong thi la: tr wong Gia dinh, trwong
Binh Pinh, trwong Thira Thién, trwong Nghé An, trwong Thanh Hoa, trwong Nam
Pinh va treong Ha Nji. Viéc thi ar caa by truong do déu do LE bo tréng coi. Nheng
viéc lua chon hai 6ng chanh pho atkhao va cac 6ngdi truong ngr sir, ngaai truong
ngu s, NOi truong dé diéu, ngai truong dé diéu, thi do v kén triéu dinh. Biy nhiéu dng
d6 mbi dng mdi viéc, cac dng ankhao coi viéc van chrong; cac dngié diéu giir viéc
canh phong trongitng; cac 6ng ng st thi ph”ai giam th quan torong, va lc tro. Bao
gio ciing \ay, dén cach K thi ¢6 ching mudi ngay to lai, trong triéu moi kén khio quan.
Sau khi @t cir dauday, ong chanh ahkhao duoc ban la & kham sai, 6ng pho arkhao
duoc ban céi lin phung cH, 1ap tirc haiddi thi vé ruéce ludn @, bién va din 6ng nao &
nha ongﬁy May dng ngr S ciing phii theo chan radin. TH rdi cac linh th vé ¢ lubn
ngoai éng canh gk, khéng cho ai ra, ai vao. c’Mong ngr sir cing phii kem ludn bén
canh mbt 6ng chit khao, 6ng naydi dau, dng kiali day. Lacay hai 6ng ch khao chi con
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c6 viéc sim sra hom xéng guin 4o bi lén duong khdngdugc din v, din con nira cau.
Tur ddy cho méidén khi xong It viéc treong, cac 6ng ngsir khdng bi cac éng ch khao
budc ndo. Cac dng phan & aing ki canh phong nhthé, chi kém & bién ma théi. N
thé thi con dn nhau vao lic nao mad hoc tro cé tkk thong \6i quan torong?

Cuong Phrong éim chai rét rou vao chénwa Hai au:
— Gia sr 6ng ngr Sir vao hua @i 6ng chi khao thi sao?

— Khéng cédoi nao nhr thé. La vi nhiing 6ng ng sir déu la nhing ngroi cuong tirc
khong kiéng 8 ai. CH nhiing ngroi cuong tiec khong kiéng & ai msi dugc ar lam chic
ngu st. Cho nén cac quan agr tuy khdng cé qugn, nhrng trieu dinh van phai kinh
trong.

Tuong Loan n chra tin:

— Nhung ma ngdi ta ding con c6 th thong bi may ong & khio, phiic kido, giam ktio
dugc chr? Cac 6ng nagleu lay nhitng 6ng han dao, gido thi sung vao kia ma?

— Ciing khong tk dugc. Cac dng s khao, phic kio, giam kho tuy ding 1a chan han
dao, gido thi do cac quanith ar ra, nheng cachidé cir ciing ft tinh €. Vi nhe hai tirong
dang ngoai, ngoi chim truong Ha phi 1a huin gido @a nhirng tinh thube vé truong
Nam, ngroi cham treong Nam 4i & thy gido d@ia cac inh thbe vé truong Ha. Ong nao
bi cir di lam quan teong ma con c6 em hayb trd dr thi o truong € ¢6 minh cAm thi
phai 1am gidy héi ty. Nhu vay, cac dng s khao, phuc klio véi cac hoc tro con ai bt 1a
ai ma hong théng nhauz\hang, du c6 théng nhaiurgc nra ding la vo ich. Vi cai
quyén lay dd & truong thi hrong phii do tay 6ng ch khao, vy ma sau khi éin treong,
cac 6ng s khao, phuc ko, déu phai ¢ riéng ngin trong, cé rao che kin, c6 quagi n
truong ngr sir giam th, cé 6ng Bi truong dé diéu va linh nat sat canh phong. ¥mgay
ra king gii ngach, miy dngdé khoéng bao @i duoc gidp nit cac 6ng ch khao, ngha 1a
khéng tit ndi I6tduoc cho ngroi ndo, the thi théng nhawdé 1am gi? Héng chi nhiing
viéc tu tdi chi quan B ¢ lGc chim van. Nheng cac qugn hoc trd déu phai roc “phéch”,
viéc chim ar chim, quan teong khong th biét dugc quyén ndo 1a da ngroi ndo, con
dung cach nao ma tui dugc?

Cuong Phrong ra & mai nghe hi goi:
— Khdng bét trong cac quanitng dng ndo coi ¥ roc phach?

— Ong i truong dé diéu. Viéc ay so di giao cho quan vo la vi trong ltgorphach cac
quyén déu codu ca tén ti qué quan ea toc tro, réu dé lot vao tay not 6ng quan in,
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so rang 6ngay S8 vi tinh riéng maiea chra vin bai trong qugn. Dung éng quan vo trong
coi, khéng phi nghi ngy gi nxra.

Tuong Loan &i hoi:

— Nheng mdi ky thi 6 hang ¥n quyén, mbi quyén 1a ndt cai phéach, &p dat thé ndo cho
khoi 1an 1on?

Hai au ki cit chén tou:
— Nguoi ta lam vic rat co tit tu.
Thay udng hop ruou i tiép:

— Thi di nhur trusng Ha Noi khoa nay ¢6 1t van hai ke troang thi, thi 6 quyen thi

phai bén van tam. Vi ai éng op $in bon quyén chodu dé viét bon ky Nhiing qu;en do
déu do chinh tay éc tro tr dé tén minh va ép 1én quaniéc hoc ban tinh. Sip ¢én ngay
thi, cac quanﬂoc hoc c&c tnh phii dé ca dén ara trrong giao cho quamttrng Ong nge
truong dé diéu nhan da quyén cia céc inh, déng diu “Ha Noi thi truong” vao nhiing
trangdau cac qugn, i mai chuyén vao i trudng cho dngié diéu trongy. Cong vic
cia dng nay ri la 16i théi. Tnréc hét phai mé cac qugn déng vao khe gia trang hai va
trang ba mt miéng diu nira — diu nay c6 cir “van hanh cong khi”, ngyi ta van goi 1a
dau “giap phiing”. - Ri chon mdi tén hyc tro mbt quyen, tng @ng nbt van va hai nghin
quyén, dé vao nét déng, ton cho lung tung va chia ra lamphn.

Ong chi nha tp vira qua tede san, Hi Au ngirng lai dé chao 6ng ta, @ng Phrong tién
dip lai xen not cau:

— Sao 4i phai chia lam Bn? Ton 1én nhr thé dé 1am gi?

— Vi truong c6 n vi, quyén aia vi naodé riéng cho vidy, cho nén pai chia lam tn.
Con vic tron chodong lung tung la &t d€ khi chia plan, nhiing quyén cung inh khoi ¢
cung pfan véi nhau.

Tuong Loan nfc:
— Chia xong i thi 1am tt nao?

— Bay gio ongay méi sai ki phong Bn luot ghi tén quﬁn vao $, bon phan phii tdm
cudn $, moi phan hai cén, biénding nhr nhau. Ri bat bon hanh nt satdem cac phn
quyén dong lam bn hom,dua ra ngai trudong, dé dén ngay thi phat chode tro. NHing
ban $ quyén da ghi ding phii dua ludn raté bin cubn, @& ngoai nay l1am dng “yét
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danh” trc 1a ci ting bién tén b tro treod ngoai @ra cAc vi. Con &n cun nira phii gitr
lai d6 @€ ky sau tra xem aidng ai vao.

“Trong ngay thi, khida c6 tbng thu quy@n ong ngai truong dé diéu phai ra tai nha THip
dao, tréng chodi phong thu nin, quyén naoddng han déu xép vao hom, khdal va dan
niém phong #n than, quyén nao ngai han thidong cai du ‘ngoai ham’ 1éndau vadé
riéng, Bi lai giao & cho dngdé diéu ndi truong.

Ong nay nAin nhitng quyén do, dé riéng cac qugn ngai ham ndt noi, con bao nhiéu
quyén ndi ham thidwa ki phongdanh diu roc phach. Lic nay cdngad gip lam, bao

nhiéu ki phongdéu phai xam lai ma lam. Mbi quyén phii khuyén nét caid giita trang
dau va vét hai bén hai dong ¢hsd nhe nhau:

Thi du bén nay la ‘giap rtt hiép’, bén kia éng ‘gidp nfit hiép’, bén nay la ‘km luc
hiép’ bén kia ¢ing ‘kham luc hiép’. ROI gap mot vét ¢ gita céai khuyén,gc lay mot manh
c6dé tén hy qué quan éc tro, minh gy Ay goi la cai phach. Bc xong, ¢6 bao nhiéu
phach, 6ngté diéu phai cat vao hom con qun thi giao cac 6ngoskhao chim truée, dén
ong phuc kho, dén éng giam kho. Hét lwot ni truong, mbi dua ra ngoai ngo trudng.
Céc quan ngo truong cHim xong, hi glao vao ti ndi truong. Biy gio lai phong hi phai
xum lai, gic hom phach khap vao cac gay Hé thiy bén phach bén qay, hai dong ch
sH dung nhau, haiire cai khuyériung nhau,itc la phachilng Wi quyen Phach ¢a
quyén nao haydm cai vao quén ay, dé kiém dau pheo trong. Nhing quyén da b ngaui
truong phé ‘et bay Ky ndi truong phé gi, hic ‘'vu’ hoac ‘binh’ mic long, déu la qu;en
hong, $ phan ding nhr cac qugn ngai han, phai dé rleng ra ndt noi. Con nhing quyén
naoduoc ngai truong phé ‘thr’ hoic ‘binh’ haic ‘uu’, dau cho i truong phé ‘let’
ciing Van dugc ‘vao’ phai thao By nhirng manh phéch \ta cai vaaio, bs lai mot déng
tron chodéu, i lai chia lam Bn phin va ding bién ténttng pHin vao $ nhu lan trage.”

Ching da thiy thém thidc lao. Hii Au kéo hy chiéc diéu bén enh, it thusc va ht not
moi roi tiép:

— Trong luc lon lai phong nay bién ca(f)sphach thi bn lai phong khac  hom quyn
trang luc Iay mot van va hai ngan qun, tirc 1a ndi ngudi hoc trd mot quyén R MG
kiém qu;én hong, xem cd niing tén ngoi nao, thi b quyén cia ngroi ay ¢ dbng
quyén tring naydl Con nhing quyén tring con 4i, thi dem so vao i bon phn * phach
mai chia, prﬁn nao cé nhng ngroi nao, quy?n trang a1a nhirng ngroi ay lai phai dé vao
phan dy. Thé & hét viéc, cac phach va cac dirytring lai phai dong lam bn hom,dua ra
ngaai truong, phach thité lai lam kang “yét danh”, qugn thidé lai phat cho bc trd
trong ky thir hai. Dén ky thir ba ding phai lam viéc nhr thé. Codiéu sau nay bc tro thra
dan, $ nguoi it dan, céng véc ding nke hon nhiéu.

Tuong Loan Kt luan:
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— THé ra trong not khoa thi, cdng Vic cia quan i truong dé diéu vat va 1am nhi?
Hai Au dap:

— Ciing chra Vit va bang cac dngskhao, phc kio.

bbc Cung khdi hai:

— Béc clra néidén nhitng quyén khiém ty nhue caa toi.

Hai Au ciing aroi:

— A con s6t nh Nhitng quyén khiém ty ciing nhr nhitng quyén pram hay, khém dai, bt
tdc, khém trang, lch ty, thiép tich, tid, pham traong quy, v.v. pan nhiéu khéngduogc
chim hét. Cac 6ng s khao hay phuc klio chim d¢én nhirng chd c6 ©i nhu vay, phai néu
vao minh ghy tring nk bang giy cun thuc 14 va cai 1en ohdau quyén, i thoi
khéng chm ndt nira.

May 6ng clim sau, thy chir néudo, xét ra qa co6 i that thi chi ky tén vao trangau
quyén, chr khdng clim mdt nhat nao. Niing quyén ay, sau khi té vé noi truong, ki
phong lyp phach xongdi, ciing phii lam $ dua ra ngai truong dé cac quan ngoaio
xét xem nliing aidang king con. Trong cadt ma téi vira noi, ch cé n ©i: pham hay,
khiém dai, bit tic va khém ty phai yét bang con, con cadt kia chi bi danh bng ma
thoi.

bémda khuya, ngoai phching da Rt nguoi di lai, bén bé im lang nhr to. Hang nrou
cua Hai au con bng bht. Cau chugn thi ar kéo dai cdc chén chi chén amén gin
canh ba.

Tur d6, Hai Au, va Grong Phrong, Tuong Loand luén trong to doi ngay xréng danh.
Va g hai IangDao Nguyén, Van Trinh thh thaing ding Van c6 ngroi téi d6 hoi tham tin
tirc. ROi cAc klan bé @a anh em Van &t ludn luén & nhaudén tim Van Hc dé néi
chuyén phém. Trong nha sit ngay khach kina dip diu, 6ng ch nha to hinh nhr ciing
c6 long mirng, tuy plai phuc dich VAt va, nhung Van 6 vé sdt sing va vui \é.
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Léu chdng (1939) — Cirong 17

Hom nay tdi da bot lanh, mit troi hinh nhr moc s5m hon cac hdm khaddc Cung va
anh em Van kic vira msi 1an luot tré day, &nh ring vang nht d& lp lanh in vao niing
chiéc 14 bang Gdo ¢ trudéc san.

Quen &, thing nh nha tp nhanh nbu dé 1&n cid ngoi cua khach it siéu nrée sdi va
bo ban ché chén én.

Van Hac duong 1Gi hidé ché ra chic nip bao vag rang trat vao clic am quén am,
ngoai san bng co téng hoi:

— T6i twong cac ngai con rig té rada diy ca roi.

— HOm nay sao c¢htién sinh dy som qua iy?

Ca nhadéu nging 1én tréng.

Tran biac Chinh nghénh ngang [&éréth véi mot nu cudi tam tim.

bbc Cung nln rd anh tatwong cé véc gidic y, sau khi chao nhau & lwot, chang bi:
—Cau 0 tindd ta taidiy cha?

Puc Chinh theodi moi cia Van Hic, ngbi vao trong gh, roi lam ra & khiém on:

— Ong noi 5m nhau chi th? T taidaudén phan t6i? Neu téi madd, thién ha con ai khng
ntra?

bbc Cung @i kiéu ché nhao:

— C4id6 khong bét ching... Hoc tai thi ptin, cu a. Nhung réu khong c6 tindd thi sao
nguoi cau hdom naydi thay tuoi hon mpi hdm?

buc Chinh \n dap king giong thit tha:
— Vi tdi mrng cho éng Hc.
Pbc Cung Wi hoi:

— Cau biét anh Hic dd a?
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— Vang, c6& 6ng Hic s d6 tha khoa.
Van Hac bupt miéng:
— Néu qua nhr vay, thi cac quan tidng rim nayda biét chim van.

Roi chot nhd ra tnirgc mit con c6boan Bing, Tiém Hng, chang Bn lang sang ngach
khac.

— Nhueng diu ngheduoc tindo ¢ dau?

— HA6m qua thy tdi c6 vao thim quan éng déc, trong lGc noi ¢ viéc treong, ngai co cho
biét nhu vay. Vi tdi khoe 6ng Hc 1a an Véi téi cho nén thy tdi giuc phai dén day ssm
dé bao tin ning.

Hai Au ciing hoi:
— Vay ngai c6 bit bao gb thi xuéng danh khéng?

— G nhu thay t6i ndi lai, tin chic cing khdng con lauim. Bai vi con phii doi “chi”
trong kinh.

Poan Bing ra y nong rét:
— Thua ngai, té cu 16n nha dy nhu thé nao?

— Thay t6i néi rang: sang ém hém qua, wra c6 ndt tin tir trong trong ra bao quardhg
doc cho bét rang: viéc trrong dd xong Kt ca, giai ngach, ar nhan, ti tai gng ly xong
réi. Chi con hai 6ng gi nguyén, & nguyen thi ¢h quyét dinh. LA vi trong & hon mot
tram quyén dugc vao phic hch thi qugn cia 6ng Hc [a 6t hon ci, roi dén quyén caa
ong Nguyn Chu \an.

Ong Hac duoc hai ‘vu” ngaai hai “vu” ndi va muoi hai “binh”, éng \an dugc mjt “uu”
ngaai, mot “wu” noi va mudi bén “binh”. Nhu thé thu khoadang B phai vé 6ng Hc vida
hon han 6ng \n hai ‘wu” kia ma. Nleng ma éng Hc msi ham hai twi lai 1& chan ting
ma 6ng \an thida bSn muoi nham tudi lai d& hai khoa ta tai. 8u 1y sy cao nién tac éc
lam trong thi 6ng \in diing néndugc dd thu khoa. Quan alnkhao va quan ng sir da
tranh Itin mai & chd d6. Y quan ch khiao musn dé 6ng Van o trén vi ngai tsng ngroi
tén nién. Nleng quan ng s nhat dinh khéng nghe, 6ng nay ching: viéc thi ar 1a thi
bang van, khong thi Bng twi, hé ma van hay thi phi do trén, kt luan tuoi nhiéu hay it.
Két cuc, hai ngai khdng ai b ai, ai éing nHin cai ly dia minh Ia phi. Vi thé cac ngai
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mai phai 1am s5 tau \é trieu dinh va gri tat ci cac quyn trong in ky cua hai 6ngiy vao
do, dé tuy trong tréu dinh doat.

Ptrc Chinh Kt luan:

— Tir day vao kinh, wradi vira 6, it ra ding phii ngoai hai clc ngay. \ lai, s vaodén
hoi, hoang tlrgng xem 6i, lai con giao cho tdu than ban fac nira chr. Nhu vay, co E
phai muoi ngay nra noi c6 “chi” ra...

Hai Au ngat |oi:

— Khéng! Tr day vao kinh, & di 1an ve chi hét do hon mudi ngay la cung. Bi vi trong
nam Gia Long tfk ba, trinh bn caa phu chy tram da codinh rd: tr Bac thanhdén kinh
do, viéc qap, phai chay nam ngay chodi. Nguoi nao chy dugc dang han thi throng ba
quan, quadm do mot hai ngay, thi péi phat ba chuc roi don. Viéc thi bay gé ciing la
viéc gip, bao nhiéu quanudng, bao nhiéu¢c tro déu duong ngong ngoéng ¢hdoi kia
ma. L& ndo phu tm lai ddmdé cham?

Cuong Phrong © y kinh ngac:

— Troi 0i, dwong dat tir day vao kinh, & c6 nghin dm, thé ma chi di nam ngay! H chay
nhanh ing Luat Kinh chay theo nat troi. Nhung chay nhu the 15 ra phu tam mét qua,
chét & ngangduong thi lam tk nao?

Hai Au dap:

— Ho chét & cungduong nao, thi nha4m ¢ cungduong dy phai cat ngudi khac nfan lay
giay ma d@ia hp ma chay lubndi. Trong Iuat & co ndi rd nhr vay.

R6i thay tro lai cAu chugn thi ar.

— T6i chic nay mai, chcaa triéu dinh € radén day va vai ngay ia thi $ c6 cc xudng
danh.

buc Chinh vra arodi vira nhin Van Hc:

— Thai thi bao gi xuéng danh ric Iong, dng @ng khong phi néng rt, muoi phan 44
ca mudi roi. Chang thi khoa thi & nguyén, qéykhoéng xwéng dén thi ba.

Van Hac ding axoi:

C6 dd tha khoa thi t6id6 choi cho hay, clr @6 & nguyén con thi gima?
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bbc Cung néitua:

— That la duoc the dé néi khodc... T6i chcau Troi khan PHit cho anh bng khoa nay ia,
dé xem anh & n6i voi chi ay ra sao.

Tuong Loan chvaoboan Bing, Tiém Hng va i Bic Chinh:

— Thra ngai, con hai 6ng nay ra sao, ngai &b tm gi khdng?

Puc Chinh fic dau:

— T6i khéngduoc rd vi khdng thy thay téi ndi chuyn. Nhrng chic cac ngaid ca.

MJdi nguoi néi phiém thém ndy cau rira, am ché vra tan Pac Chinh céott ra \8.

Bay giv 4nh ring d& xuyén quad cira 9, chénh chch xwng rén nha. Ht bui xanhdo
roi ni gion nhau trong nimg luwng sang ting vuong nkx chiec tay throc. Trong nhaiay
vé am ap aa tiet tieu xuan. Hi Au cao hirng o véi boc Cung:

— HO6m nay chiing minh phdi ngoan cinh céi chir. B6 ¢bi ngdi nhadé ngong ngéndioi
ngay xrxéng danh B cac éngy la cai nghia gi?

Péc Cung cla kip tra [oi. Hai Au lai tiép:

— D& muroi nam nay toi khongtit gétdén dat Ha Noi. Khdng bit bay giv cuoc dau e
cua cac énh vat xir naydadi den cho nao bi...

Pbc Cung wra ardi viradap:

— Thu thit v6i bac, t6is nha ludn rdy hdm nayda thiy ti cing &m roi. BAc tinh con gi
kho bang cai ttang thi ong lai phai ¢ lai d€ dgi anh em xem éng?

Hai Au ciing aroi va hsi:
— Nheng ma badinhdi choi dau g?
Tuong Loan @op lai:

— Toi thiy cac @ van néi phong anh b Taydep lim ma clradugc dén roi. Hay la cac
ong lén cloi trénay cho toidi v4i?
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Poan Bing tan vao:

— Phii day, hdm nay tii 4m, c6 B Ién chvi ho Tay ding tha.

ROi d6 ai ny doi khan mic 4o, kéo tng 1én rto ara Bic va & sangduong G Ngya.
Luc ay cay oi daduongddi l6c, quanh b nhe v& mét canh tiéu &. Trén bp o heo ven
duong, nhiing chec lada vang uadi boi roi rung. Trong khu gta o, mot dam sen tan,
X0 Xac luot theo gn séng. Ngoai éo xa xa, my bong lau 8y tring x6a, thi nhadua
trudc ngon gid hiu hiu. Ngm cac énh vat trude mat, Hai Au tu thay boi hoi vo han.
Sau khi tim quan Tén Vi, ci bon dungdinh sang chua n Quoc. Bay gir mat troi da
cao, lau troi rat sang 8a, ting may tiim thim Iong xwng day nrée, lam cho énh o
cang thém mong ménhaHAu tho than di lai trusc nha chuadi 1au, thinh linh thy
chay dén cho boc Cung, Van Hc, vira aroi vira noi:

— Toidinh lam ngt bai hoai 6, nhung mvi ngtii dugc bon cau thi Bt mét tir, bac Cung
va cac chu tip ho.

béc Cung Ién bao:

— B4n cau @a bac ra sao?

Hai audoc:

“Céo tring trau vang chugn c6 khong?

bém tng baodo rudc thuyn rong?

Nao khu ym xng hang quan ?

Dau clhv ca, cheo béng gai cung?

Pbc Cung 6 vé bongdua:

— Hay thi hay tht. Nheng cau tie ba chuadm.
Tuong Loan ng ngan:

— Thé 1a Trin Quc tr hodi @, hay 1a Tay A hoai ©?
Hai Au dap:

— Tay 1% hoai © day chx. Néu Tran Qubc tr hoai & thi sao chaat?

Tuong Loan cang reg nhién:
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— Vay thi miy chit “yém xong”, “ca chéo” la y th nao?
Hai Au ct ngha:

— P06 1a tdi mwn ndi & chuyén chda Timh. Trong lac b Trinh con thinh, 1 Tay \an
con la ndt noi thang throng, gbng nhr vuon Pha dung @a Duong Minh Hoang, chua
Tran Qubc nay,da hi 1ap thanh hanh cung,dnthang nha chia ra shchirng vai baan.
Cung rir trong phii, ngay throng da phii may $in hang nghidén bng toan Bng ¢gim
voc la rot, théu thuaat khéo, khi ndo chuaip ra, linh trang phi [inh nHing dén bng
ay dem treo klip cac ngn cay, bi cac quan thtir hang tam plm tro 1&n,déu phii don
quan ban hang khiap by hd. Trong quan cdéu cac thirc phan, sap, qua, banho ta, d6
tau... Ri chinh nhing Vi “6ng c khong xaudo lai phai mang ¥m, mic xéng, chit ktin
moé qua: gia lam con gai ban hang vadighau chrc trong quan @t dém”. Nha chla
phu ra 1, thuong throng vao céi canh hai. Ngai ng mot chiéc thuyén rong rat lon cé
nhiéu thuyén cia cac quan ifungdi theo. Trong thugn cédem it nhiéu cung i vadod
che chén. Thun ra gira 1, nha chuia 4t dau usng rrou, cung ik ké dan ngro hat,
tiéng hat téng dan phii rat 13 loi. Nguoi ndo én dung mon gi, e viéc cho thugn ghé
vao din by, roi 1én muad cac quana bpn quan th Trong lGc mua ban, hai bén théd h
cudi dla chét nha, hat vé hat vi y nhtrai gai nha qué. Cautthu, chi vé chuyén dé.

— Vay con miy chit “céo tfing”, “trau vang”?

— Pay la téi theadién tich ¢ia sach Trich quai va saEha cio. Trich quai chépang: ¢

doi thuong @, ho Tay con & mt trai ndi nld. Trén ndi c6 con caodng chindudi

thuong hay héa ra yéu quai lanailian ar. Ong thin Longdd dem viéc dy tau \6i

Thuong dé, Thuong dé ca gian, lién sai Long wong giét con yéudo. Long wong vang
lénh, dem céc thy toc ngroc dong séng Nitién 1én na Bt. Trai nGido tic thi sit xudng
thanh ra cai & Con sactbia Gio thi néi: trong nui kn Kha c6 con trau vang. Khi nghe
tiéng chuongy quan Tén Vi, con traudy tuong la téng e, VoI vang bng ra, bi 4n vao
trong 16 nay.Ay la nhing chuyn hoangiuong nhr thé, ma tr xwa dén nay, ai ai ng

tin thi cé b khéng?

Ro6i Hai Au quay ki bon Béc Cung:

— Bac va céac chda ngh duoc cau gi cha?
bbc Cungdap:

— T6i msi ngh duoc hai cau nh vay:

“Xor XaC dau woi sen uc |4,
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Phit pho cwi bai, siy phvi bong”
Hai Au khendugc va ko Van Hac:
— Chu thir tiép ndt xem sao.

Van Hac ngim ngh giay lat bi noi:
— THé thi thé nay:

“Laudai Lé, Trnh timdau té’.{
Bdng king réu xanh bong awhg'.

Ca bon déu 1a cho hay. & Au muon 1én NHit Chiéu, thué it chiéc thuyen chs ra gira
ho choi. Nhung khi hdi tham bon ar trong chua, thi dindi rang:

— Néu muwn duing thugn, phii hen tir hém trée hay fr sdng ém. Bay giv mai thué,
khbng clac da duoc, vi rang nhirng nha c6 thun déu di lam an vang nha.

Hai u thiy troi d& »¢ chicu, trong chirng réu thuéduoc thuyén di nira, cue du throng
ciing khong cordugc bao lau, thy danh phai thoi. Ca bon dao quanh b ho mét IGc nira
roi cung Eo déo tro ve.

Téi khoi cira Bic, thinh linh c¢6 fing ngrodi goi Van Hac, mpi nguoi cung quay rit. Tran
btc Chinh vra ¢ ngd ngangii ra. Chang th va hoi:

— Cac ngai co ai quemmddioang Doarbat hay khéng?
Hai au hoi lai:

— CO phii cy Hoang Doérbat gido thi pha Kinh mén, ndi roi duoc ar di 1am phuc klao
d6 khéng?

bic Chinhdap:
— Phii? Chinh @ ay.
Hai au noi:

— Chung t6i quenac Vi cu Ay nguyén 1a he trd thiy tdi ngay xra, ddi voi nha toi At
than. Ngai bi vay c6 viéc gi cting?
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— Thay néi a1 & trong trrdng ki bénh ning Am, msi dugc céo ra luc tra, bay gb con to
trong nha ngoi quens pho Cira Nam. Chc au biet rd cong véc trong trong, cac ngai
thir xuong hoi xem ch caa trieu dinh da raday chra?

Dén day, buc Chinh nging ki va nhin Van Hc.

— Chi vi viéc do, toi phai lat dat tim ngai & treadén gio. Gip ngaio day may quéa. Bay
gio tbi ve co viéc. bén toi xin lai tham céc ngai.

Van Hac t6 y camon.
Puc Chinh chao kiip bon nay va & sang 8o Hang Than.

Hai au thiy cu gido Kinh Mén hdau, tr nhién trong rat bon chbn nhr bi ltadét. LA vi
cu véi anh em Hi Au tuy chi 1a chd thé huynh ti¢ d¢, song hai nhan ¢ véi nhau khéng
khac gi ngoi rudt thit. Xua nay Hi Au va cac em an kinh nén ax vé cling. Hn nia
thay véi cu lai cing chung it tinh tinh, u hét nhitng cue ding ssn 1am thay, B co6 a
thi phai c6 thay, nhiéu khi thay vin nim & nha @ hang hai ba thang. Bayoginéu cu dau
that, it nhit thay phai biét ngay ignh ax thé nao thi néi yén ch. Vi vay, sau khibuc
Chinhdi khoi, Hai Au lién bao Boan Bing, Tiém Hng clngdi véi minh xwbng phia @a
Nam,dé bon Van Hc hay ¢ nha tp, sy ring & day c6 khach nao cimg.

Thi ra s ¢c doan @a Hai Au khéng sai chit na@, nha ga c6 ndt nguoi em hp hang
DPao Nguyén rdi ra. Ngroi 4y bao cho Van Hc biét ring: hém nay ¢ Nam dadinh ra
choi. Nhung vi chra r6 ngay naowong danh, ¢ phai cho doi lau qua, nénlai khéng
ra Wi va cho HKn ra tixéc hoi xem bao g xuéng danh, @ noi i cu, dé cu ra mrng va
tham phong énh Ha Noi ludn thé. Thay Idng an é&n cia 6ng chi gia, Van &t cim dong
vO han, nrgc mit ty nhiénaa raday hai khoe rt.

Bong riing ra fét san gch. Srong mu kit dau phaduc bau troi. Gié bac hiu hiu qut may
tau cau anhang. NHing con chim & sy lanh €ip sé vao fip trong mai nha.

Nha to sip don com chiéu, boan Bing, Tiém Hng vra lii thai vé véi mot dang 1 rudi
ruoi.

bbc Cung wi hoi:
— Béac @ condi choi dau chra \&?
— Anh tad choi dudi dy véi bac gido nha.

Van Hac 1€ phép:
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— Bénh tinh bac gido ra sao? C#ng lim khéng, tlra anh?
Poan Bing cit giong bibn rau:

— CO6 vEc gidau! Bacay ciing ho xoang. Chvi ¢ 1au trong teong bbn qua. Nhan th
viéc treong da xong, ngai mon o5 cao kEnhde xin ra turde vai ngay.

béc Cung vui ¢:
— Cu gi&o c6 noi chugn gi e viéc thi or caa cac bac khong?

— CO. Badiy bao chil Hic n6 heng twt. Cha ta nGid lai, tdi thi mayduoc doi bang td
tai.

Van Hac nghe noi &c mit xam métbdoc Cung ding d6i vé mat:
— Thé ra Tén Buc Chinh ha chugn néi nlim a?
Poan Bing duong dv b khin, ai 4o, Tiém Hing da 1oi:

— Khong! Anh ta nédung. Bac giaoing hio trong tirong da chic chi Hic s d6 thu
khoa. Sang nay co th kinh ban ra, ri biét Ia hong.

— Vay thi quyén cia anh Hc ¢6 bi gi ching?

Khéng? B&c gidoimg noi nhr Tran Bac Chinh, qugn caa chi nédt 1am, “bdn wu muoi
hai binh” tht.

— THé thi lam sao anfy lai bi hong twt? Ga gido co bét chi caa triéu dinh néi tt nao
khong?

— CO! Thay bacay noi, trong chphé &ng: Pao Van Hc qua la taydai tai, ar hoc hon
han Nguyén Chu \an, dangduoc dd dau khoa nay. Chhiém téniy hay con t tudi, van
chuong khéng kibi cé ctb ngéng nghénh. &1 1ay d6 cao, & 2 nudi thém cho y caidmh
kiéu ngio, thi kho t& nén ndt nguoi dai dung. Triéu dinh trong & tac thanh nhan tai,
khéng mwn cho Kk c6 taidén ndi udng phi. \ay khoa nay hay cho tély hong twt, dé
mai giia bot nhitng khach khi ttéiu nién @a y. Ri dén khoa sau thisschodau giai
nguyén.

Van Hac to vé phan uit:
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— Téc thanh ninthé thi ckét bo me nguoi tal

bbc Cung ra y ai ng:

— Vay thi chuyn anh Hc cing gibng Wi chuyén cu Nguyén Céng Tt.
R6i Béc Cung tép:

— Toi thay 6ng t0i ngay wa c6 noi 4i rang: ax Nguyén Cong Ttr tir IGc tré tuoi da roi
tiéng Ia Hic van chrongdai tai, bé fan ai ding phii phuc. Ch vi hoi ay mai qua ndt con
dinh céch, thi cuc chra biét thé ndo, ma ¢ lai [a mot tay & Lé cong &, chura hin tuyet
tinh Wi nha L&, cho nén bao nhiéu khoadhi doi Gia Long, @ déu khéng a. M&i dén
cudi doi Gia Long, hay latau doi Minh Ménh gido, vi cac anh emdcbau, au mai ra thi.

Pbc Cung ng mdt hop nuse dap giong:

— Bay gio ¢ tinh Ngte An, bé canhia on &b Lé cong & ciing I6n va ding nhéu ngroi
di thi. Khi thdy khao quan tén trudng, cac dndy hop lam ndt ddmdon duong xin cho
Nguyén Cong Ttr dugc d6 thi khoady. Nghedau quan chanh érkhao codap hi rang:
cac ngai phng ménh tridu dinh rado, ddt vi nha réc ma kén nhan tai. & nhr tai
Nguyén Cong Titr dangdd tha khoa, tr nhién cac ngai chéd tha khoa.

Thé roi, ba ky thi xong — phi Itic 4y chi thi ba i/ — ba K thi xong, qi nhién \in cia a1
Tra hay Bm, quan tedng ding muon lay dS‘ thu khoa. Nhrng vi c6 chugn hoc tro kéu
xin, cac ngai ¢ rang phong thanh&uden trieu dinh, minh & bi ngv la khong cong minh,
lien phii lam sy vadé cac qugn caa ax nay € kinh, dé tuy trongay quyet dinh. Khong
ré bay gio, tricu dinh ban lac ra sao,di thay c6 ch dua ra, no6i #ng cho Ngugn Cong
Trie s do thu khoa khoa sau, khag phai danh ong tut.

Pbc Cung i nam tay Van Hc:

— Khong ng viéc au thugng T, nay hi xay ra cho anh. Nimg ding khong sao, ’[éi{
dinhda hra khong bao @i sai. G Trir ve sau 4i qS thu khoa, thi khoa sau anfirgy do
thi khoa. Sangam da lai c6 khoa thi 6i, chim d6 mot nam cing khéng man lam.
Van Hac o vé cau Knh:

— Thé hoa khoa sau té@m khongdi thi duoc, triéu dinh c6 chatd khong?

Ong chi nha tp virad nha dréi tién 1én,Poan Bing ndi king giong ardi guong:
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— Com déa xong chra? Ong cho g 1&ndi th6i! Hom nay dng pii udng frou véi ching
t6i mot bita thit say, khdngtuoc tir choi vi ngay mai chang toiéscung tr gid ong &t ca.

Ong chi nha to ra b ngo ngéac, khong kil bon nay néi tht hay néidua. Sau khboan
Bing dem chugn dén choi quan gido Kinh Mén &lai cho nghe, 6ndy voi can:

— Cac ngai khong nén nongyn Vi toi van nghe ndéi Vc trrdng bao gb ciing giit rat kin,
kho long c6 ai lat trude. Chic dau a giao ndi vy la dung?

Poan Bing cit ngha:

— T6i chic diing Bm. Cu gido Kinh Mén cé quen quan chanhidthao — hai ngoi da
tirng gip nhau trong @t khoa Idi nam xua — vi \6i nha toi la ¢l chi than, nén khi 1én
chao quan chanh atkhao dé ra ngoai trong, ax cé i ngai W chuyén dd hong aia
chung t6i. Bay gr viéc truongda xong, khéngan phai giit bi mat nhu trudc, cho nén
quan chanh ahkhao dua G cubn $ giai ngach vadao chi caa triéu dinh cho @ 4y coi.
Nhu vay con sai sadugc?

— Dau Ay di nira, ding con hai ngadau duoc tU tai kia ma! Toitong cac ngai hay néin
lai xem king caida. Viéc gi ma phi hap tap?

DPoan Bing ki cang bén ba:

— T0 taidd lai va ta taidoi bang thi ding nhr hong, con sungwng gi madoi xem hing
htr 6ng?

Thang nhd vira beng mam wou dat vao cld phan moi ngay. G nha cung ngj xm lai.
Cudc rugu bat dau bang nhing tieng aroi guong, noi grong. Rrgu den nira ching, Tiém
Hong vra bieng chénwou vira khoc ting nrc. Boan Bing Wi ngan:

— “C0 hpc, ¢6 thi, thi cald”, ching dd khoa nay thitd khoa khac, vic gi ma phi tai
than?

Vira dit hai tiéng “tii than”, migng thiy tu nhién néu xéch, nréc mit rong rong é
xuong mat chicu.

Van Hac thay hai anh khéc, changhg ngh dén sr ky vong aia nhing ngrdi than thich
rudt ra va lmng bio da: “Luc minh hréc chan rati, nao ne, nao w, nao cha mvg, nao
chu bac b hang, ngoi nay gitp ram quan, ngoi kia giup ba quan, aiimg mong cho
minhdd. Ca ¢én cu Nam, da duwong rim k& miéng 16, nghe tin chau vao phiuacth ding
con sai ngoi dén day hi xem ngay naowong danhié ra chvi mirng. Bay g minh
hong, 1am cho it bao nhiéu ngoi that vong! Hién nay ne minh, chi minh va éng ab
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ba nhic cia minhdeu da vat vuong nhr dén turoce gié, khong hit cac @ 6 con éng
dugc den ngay minhio hay khong?” Th roi chang & nac nirc no ng, trong fong nhr bi
nghen ngao, chénuryu bung 1€n hi phai dat xuong, khéng tai nao ma ap di duoc.

Bdc Cung tr khi bi hong van o nén d cudi néi cho qua, bay githdy Van Hc khéc, fra
phien cia chang ntn sap dap tat lai bi khéu Ién, changang thon thirc néi khéng ra @ing.

Tuong Loan, Grong Phrong va ngrdi em hp mdéi ra, tuy khong bdau e s thi cir,
nhueng thay cac anh bén ba, kv ciing aam dong khéng tk cam dugc neéc mat.

Ong chi nha tp trudc con khuy@n gi moi ngudi. Khi thiy minh cang khuyén, ngi ta
lai cang khoc, 6n@y ngH ngoi ra sao khong réitnhién ¢ing khéc ru rd. Quanginh
tiéc ruou lGcdy gidng nhr quang énh ddm ma éa ké bao tir, toan nling ngroi khéc,
ngudi méu. Sau, By chén trou la ligt bayd quanh mam, lauiin khéng ai ban nhc.

bbc Cungduong gic dau trén @i, bdng ngrng phit diy va néi:

— Thidd ciing the, ching b ciing the, viéc déch gi ma phi cam khai cho kb than. “Sing
la Nghiéu Than, ctet thi xuong khd, $ng la Kiet Try, cket thi xwong kho. Du cdio nira,
ching qua chdeo cai téng 6ng & do vai chuc nim roi ciing hoa ra xong kho, cli 1am
coc gi.”

R6i chang Ieng chén va gic:
— Ubngdi cac anh.
Moi ngudi lai cling $t sing nang chén 1én @ng.

Nhung ma \ ruou lacay hinh nhr chi rat nhing mui caydang, Lﬁng thi tﬁng \ay, ching
ai thiy c6 tha hing gi. G nha klé khadén gin nradém.boan Bing, Tiém Hing say di,
say difsay ii bij, lGc dung day, may lan chénh choangtinh ngé. Bra tiéc dan dan giai tan
mot cach am thm im ling.

Sau khi im vao trong clin, Van Hic tr thiy rust gan néng nh lra chit; khi thi mong
ring quan giao Kinh Mén néi sai, khi thi morigg quan trong € cung lam & kéu oan
cho minh, khi thi monging triéu dinh € dem viéc minh xét4i, rdi chira ngaydao chi du
da it minh fng. Bén khi thiy nhitng diéu d6 1a huyn trong, thi changai muén ngay
mai € |a sang am, ngha la cai ¥m sip c6 ky thi, dé chang 4i vat nhau i sb ménh ot
lan nira. MOi dém tnrong thi va chang con c6 quag, Imdi 1an nghe tng tong ¢ truong
dua ra, chang con |@h khoi trong long. Gir vai truong thi, changta la ngroi cuc ngai,
nhitng tiéng trbng dy déu nhr c6 v tréu @t mia mai, ndi d1p ting tungay 1a mbi con
chang phi dat teng khac rét.
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Canh changpoc Cung,boan Bing, Tiém Hng ding déu vat va khong ng, thinh
thoang lai gop ndt tieng thy dai, nhr gitp thém g daudon aia chang.

Pém cang khuya, & cang hnh, ngn dén trén quang &i ltc mdi 10 ma, chang cangan

troc khong th chop mit. Ngh dén quang énh khi cip khin géi \é lang, chang khéng
biet miat mii minh ra ti¢ nao.
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Léu chdng (1939) — Cirong 18

T cubi nam ngoéaidén dau nim nay, c6 Ngc chi nhitng riu na trong rot. Nhat 1 cai
hém cd6 chy vé nhéc tiy Van Hac IU 10 ngi trong nha e véi mot dang 1 thiu thu,
con rwi dau mép khdng ban dudi.

Bay gio vao cwi thang ndt, troi conduong rét am cim, thé ma céai khi pn uat ¢ dau
nhap vao, khén c6 md héi do ra,uwét dim ca miy lan 4o.

“Thé la nHing sr mong nmdi cua minh kn Mdt nam naydé ca xudng sdng xdng bén”,
cO tr bao cb nhr vay.

Sau khida & nén d dé chao clhng mjt cach wn va, co @ oai di cat quang ganh vao
buong va bi thui xuong kep dat am siéu méc. Vira nhoém Bp ¢o wra ngh quanh gan.
“Quai la anh chang an hay cfi tot ai ding phii khen, lam sadi thi lai ca hong mai?
Hay la khio Ha Noi, anh ta bé thadi bon nha tro, khongusng giden van bai, cho nén
maoi kKho nhu the”.

Bép aii da no, ¢o ki di 1én bwng hyc véi bo tim gan vd cungam hon. Liicay badd co
Bich cungdi vang, 6ngdo thi ¢ nha trén, trong nha khachia® minh ¢6 ¥i chang.
Muon chpc tirc chang rit hoi cho ha con gian, ¢6 lien geong axdi va hoi:

— Thé d&én hdm nao trdng mbi xuong danh?

van Hac ngi trugc mit vo, vira Xau ho, vira bubn rau, ki vira throng hai, chang trong
nang clra bet minh rong, lien dap king giong that tha:

— CO B xudng danh ngay hém quéai?
Co Van auoi:

— Sao minh khdng ma nghe xéng danhdi vé sém thé? Nhrong cho thién htit ca roi
u?

Bdy gio Van Hac moi biét 1a nang nim mai, chang drchong tay 1én m4, niriihg khong
noi chi ket. Cd Ngpc o tréu:

— Thé khoa nay c6 aib khong?

Van Hac nhr khéng bén ct giong:
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— Anh t4dd lai, anh hai @éng dd tu tai.

Thay chang hdu 1am cau Ibi, cd msi nhd ring vi minh gin chong, thanh ra vo y, khéng
kip hoi tham dén hai anh cbng, lién xoay ra ging dung din:

— Khon kho. Mot nhadén ba ngroi vao phiic hch ma khong aid cir nhan,déng tic biét
ching nao! Nheng thoi, cac anby dd duoc mot ti tu tai nhr thé ciing do ho 1éu ho
chdng. Bay gi gan t6i mat rdi, sang mai tdi phi vé ming cac anfy chi?

Van Hac van ching néi cling rang. CH len ding diy sticam lau chén, xdng kep xach
siéu nroc Ién, € rang chuyén wdc dua moi chang wng. Gon gian van con chra ha, co
lai NG N6t cau chugn duong db:

— Minh ¢ Ha Noi vé hayo bénbao Nguyén sang?

— Toi 6 bénbao Nguyén sang.

— Minh \é Bao Nguyénit hdm nao?

— T6i v bao Nguyén hom qua. Vil bac gido Kinh Moy trong turong ra, noi la toi
bi hong twt, nén sang hédm sau, tdi va cac admgay, cling thit ¢ lai xem king.

— Xem king lam quéi gi @a? Toi clic khoa nay #ng ching aidd.

Van Hac phat cau:

— Sao minh néilnhr vay? G khoa khong c6 a6, thi ngroi tadit ra thi ar lam gi?
C6 Van diém nhién:

— Van con c6 ngoi do u? The sao mi ngay minh trong néi Bng: réu minh khongio,
thién ha chang thing naodo?

Van Hac phi ardi khéng néi sao. Cdam chén éng € nudc vao chénia chang:

— T6i ding chic [a minhdd, codiéu t6i van chra biét minhdinh & deo Bu chdngdén

may chuc nim nira. Hay 1a minh mbn bit chuéc ou Luong Higu. U khi tdi hoc sach Tam
tu kinh thiy noi ax Luong Hi¢u tam mroi hai tudi méi @6 kia ma. Minh ndi hai muroi hai
tudi, hay con té chan,dd lam gi \bi?

Van Hac nghe mi cau néi éa w, tuong nhr mdi miii dao gim dam vao tim péi, mat
changda do birng birng. Co6 cang tréu thém:

Page 197 of 237



— Nay minha? T6i nghe ngayua c6 nang giid, khi chong thi hong, cédua cho clng
mot bai r tuyét hay hm, t6i da dch ra teng ném, tlir doc d¢ minh nghe nhé?

R6i khéngdoi chang ta 10i, co tiép:
— Baidy nhu vay:

“Van quan trich trich Bu ky tai,
Ha sr nién nién bphéng i?

Nhe kim thigp dién tu lang dén
Quan dc lai thoi, dai da lai”.

Van Hac guong hoi:

— Minh dch ra sao?

Co dap:

— Ti dch la:

“Nghe anh ch nghia cing k¢ be.
Sao @& nam nm b duoi ve? ,
Ray ngh mat chang, ghé at thiep:
Muon vao, anh hayoi canh khuya
R6i ¢d noi thém:

— Hai chir “bé bé” t6i 1ay & cau phong dao “Sh chrong chr nghia bé be” day ma. “Trich
trich hiru ky tai” dich ra “chir ngha ke b¢” cting duoc chr gi. Phii khdng minh?

Van Hac tuy bét Ia nang ch minh; nhrng ding thich &ng nang cé taiidh tho, lién dap:
— Vang, thra baduoc... Song tdi khdngikai &m. Minh phi biét thé.

Chang ngng not lat rdi thém:

— Nhueng ding chra king nhitng cau éa 6ng naao dich bai “lac d¢” cua Tau.

Va chang bi:

— Minhda hpc dén hay clra? Baidy thé nay:
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“Lac dé vién quy lai,

Thé i sic bt hy,

Hoang khuyn déc hiru tinh,
Puong mon nga dao v’

Roi chang tép:
— Khéng bét nguoi ndoda dch ra &ng:

“Thi hvng \é dén noi,
Vo con nait khdng vui,
Cho vang riéng co tinh,
Gira ara nam way duoi”.

C6 Ngoc thdy chang ning minh Bing cach xa xdi,gschangdam khung, Bn troi cudi
pha tro:

— Thé raddi véi cac 6ng thi bng, w con khéng cé tinhamg con ché ni?

Badd c6 Bich vra v dén san lam cho cau chéry bi dit. C6 Ngye voi vangdi ra roi
khéac, nlwong chd cho ne néi chuyén voi chong. Nhrng ma Ry gio bung cd ding \Van
boi hdi khéng ngudi, rﬁl lic trong thy VAan Hac, hinh nlr con Uit lai nghén 1én &, tuy
di vai chang, c6 &n ndng nan kinh yéu va truge chang cé &n giir duoc vé mit vui vé.

Mai dén ba, Bn hdm sau, khiugc nghe dm nhirng cau Van ke noi Wi éngdd hoic
cac fan hiru Vé cai duyén é lam cho changdng, cb ndi ban khain hji han va tr trach
minhda oan trach ang mbt cach vo 6. Tir d6, cd khong trach gi Vanad, nhing lai
trach cai 6 pran cia minh: “Anh chang thitcvat va thé nay, cé & ciing |a ai minh. Boi
vi $6 minh khéngtuoc lam ba, cho nén anh tayibi hong mai. C&doi nha ai qugn thi
‘quén trrong’, quan teong dadinh Ay d6 tha khoa, rat ac chi vi cai i tré tusi madén
hong twt? Néu khong v 1ay vi cai $ phan caa minh, anh ta cdau hi bi tai hai nhu

thé”. Boi cd ngh thé, nén codi rat &i nagai cho chang. Va cé tlong clong bao nhiéu, ¢
cangdau x6t cho cai&kiép aia co By nhiéu.

Nhitng ltcdi cho, nhiéu khi c6da cit lén dén hoi nhitng cd thy béi, hay la neing éng
thay s0. Nhung mbi nguoi néi mbi khéc, ke doan cd 4y chong lam nén, ngoi bao co cli
c6 $ thanh nhan, ohkhong c6 & phu quy. Cbng biét tin ai |a phi, cd it ghé & cho
céi trong lai dia minh. Nhéu lic vo s, nhs dén cai ngay bbénh, mé manam nham
xung la ba tham baang tr nhién co thy ho then vé cling, chmubn gidu cai mit di,
khéng mn tréng thy ai nira. Vi cd khong it sau naytoi minh cédugc vay khong?
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Bay g thi khong t nira. NHrng sr phién uat caa c6 d¢ing gibng nhr bat nrgc néng,
mdi hgay nd i ngudi dan. Bay gby cdda quén Bn cai vic hong thi aia ctbng, va ch
tinh ngay tinh thang, mong cho chatéy thang nxoi, dé chong lai deo Bu chéng vao
truong.

La vi thang nxdi nam nay hi co thi hrong, khoa nay @i la chinh khoa, con khoam
ngoai la an khoa.

Vi cd it sing wi duong cong danhi@ ctong nhr vay cho nén nitiu lan Van Hc to y
chan g thi ar, thi ¢o hi ¢o kiém loi ngot ngao khuyén can ghcach tlam thia, khén cho
long chang &ng thém phAn khoi va lai chiu khddé tam \é viéc sachden.

bém nao @ng \ay, codéu o thire rat khuya, hdc dét vai, hoic danhong danh siét, hay
la khau va gén 4o, bao @i Van Hac ngh hoc, by gio ¢d mbi di nam.

Nhung du thirc khuya nic I(‘Jng, nkirng lic Van Hc conduong doc sach, xem sach, co
khoéng hréc chan vao trong ldmg hoc, sy lam ndin tro viéc hoc cia chang.

Sang nay, ga i cat tiéng gay thr nhit, ca nha conduong yén gic, coda lat dat tro dy.
Vi phai quét dbn nha &a, va pli sip Sra mam bat lamam dé dén trra nay tldt dai cac
ong trong bi Kinh lac.

Hoi 4y trong nrdc da yén, véc hoc da din dan tro lai canh thinh wrong aiadoi L&, hau
khip céc inh, trung chau, dt trodéu co hp ra nhirng hoi van hoc, ngroi ta goi [a van
pha. Kinh lac van pha cia vung Van Trinhing nhr cac \an pha cua hat khac, cli y chi
dé lam roi luyén tp vin chrong aia cac bc tro din day. Van pha ay dung [8nda mroi
nam nay, ngoi ta moi cu Nghe Qgnh Lam va @ ca Mai binh lam tirong. Throng €
ctr ¢én nim nao co khoa thi, thi éhthang hai k, ngroi trong vin pha hop lai mot chd dé
cung lam vin nhit khic. Bau bai do hai g truong ra cho, &n lam xong éi, ciing li dua
nho hai a1 chim gitip. Cac ¢ lam tirong vin pha, chi dé khuyén & hoc trd, khéng codi
l6¢ gi c. Nguoi trong vin phil, ngoai véc ming phing cacdm dong phi, quanh Bm
khong plﬁi déng gépdong nao. CA hoi hop cia vin pha cing khong nft dinh, nays
lang nay, mad Iang khéac, haic do nét ngudi trong i méi vé, haic do Bng Iy hiéu hoc
moi dén. Lang nao co _nghi moi, van phi s lam van & Iangay Theo ¢, nhiing ngroi so
tai chi phai cungddn trau nudc, diéu ddom ma thdi. Nieng réu ai c6 ko tam, tiét d&i cheé
ruou, van phi ciing khéng i chii.

Ky naydén luot Van Hac d6n v Van Trinh. Mi lan van pha van [am \in ¢ cacdinh
chla, vi 6 anh em trong phcddén ngoai bn chac ngroi, nha tr khéngda chb chia.
Lan nay vi 6ngid Van Trinh mén thét cac fan caa @ mot tiéc ¢ mua vui cho énh gia,
cho nén nii bao Van Hc hen cac anh emdmnha minh.
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T may hém tirge, dngdd da din ¢d Ngc sip sin cacdd 1am rrou va o miy nguoi
con em trong lang @ihden phac dich.

Lac ay co Ngpe nira mit chai dau vira xong, ln ngroi phuc dich ding wra kéoden. Bay
gio cd nhadadeu tro day. Theo bi dan caa 6ngdo, co lien sai o bon do, moi nguoi.
gilp dd moi viéc: ke thi ké hi giuong gte trén nha th, nguoi thi quéet ach ren nha tn
te va tri chiéu lien, chiu lia la liet xuong do.

Céc vic lat vat da yén, cd bo ho vao chéng hit lon 1am ttit.

Mat troi 1&n khoi mat dat chimg hai con sadoc Cung vaio hon muroi nguoi nira k t¢
kéo ©i. Thay c6 lt dat chay ra chay vao,boc Cung @oi hoi:

— Chi giét lgn dé thét chiing toiddy chac?

Co & phépdap:

— Phii a. Thly em mwn moi cac bac hém nag day xoi ruou.

bbc Cung in aroi:

— C4ido t6i biét roi. Nhung ch 1am nrou bing @ con bn, thi ding hoang qua.
Co6 vui & noi:

— Thra bac c6 gi ma hoang?ajhem con man moi thém miy dng trong b va trong
lang rira. “Khéch ba ch nha fy”, néu khdng gét lon thi khéng th du.

Roi d6, Bbc Cung va niing ngroi kia cling theo Van kt 1&n nha th sau khida chao
06ngdo ¢ nha khéach.

Ching nra giv nira, anh eman pha ctingdén du mat. Giing nhr bon Bui Boc Cung, ai
nay kéo Ién nha thva ng‘)l ngon ngango khip cac clb. But mrc Iong crﬁng bayo trén
chiéu. N6n sn nén dra ngn ngang up Ién at tuong. Gira nhiing tiéng noi huyén thién,
Nguyén Khic Man xam xam tién vao i manh gy dau bai méi Iinh & nha @ nghé
Quynh Lam.

Ky nay &p theo ti 1¢ caa ky d¢ tam trong clrong trinh thi 1di, cu nghé ra cho ba bai:
mot bai chéu, mdt bai béu, va nét bai luan. Bai thr nhit 1a:

“Nghi Buong Théi Ton giing hoc xa ting sinh vién ctiu”. Bai thi hai 1a “Ngh Tong
Giao mong ik cap dé ta an beu”. Con bai thir ba thi la: “Han @n cung kém luan”.
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Sau khi coi cadau bai,béc Cung o véi Van Hac:

— May dugc hai bai “tr luc” déu it & hay.

Khic Man chra 1am tr luc bao gi, cho nén cha hiéu & 16i, lién hoi:
— G huy 1a ti¢ nao?

Van Hac dap:

— T&c 1a tén huy gadoi c6. Thi dx nhu bai chéu nay, minh [am rasi vua Thai Tén nha
buong; thi kiéng clt “uyén” chr “dan”, vi “dan” la tén “Thai Tén”, ma “uyén” thaltén
bd “Thai Tén”. Con bai kiu phai 1am ra bi Téng Giao, thi khénduogc dung cli “nghia”
chit “dan”. Vi Téng Giao la ngoi doi Téng, ma clt “dan”, chir “nghia” thi 1a tén Bng
Thai T6 va Tong Théi Tén, khénggldng Tang nha Bng ki khéng kiéng tén ng vua
Tbéng hay sao®ay la tdi moi ndi qua, thre ra con phi kieng nhéu chir nira, vi nhr tén

me, t&n ba cac 6ng vua kiaity han.
Khac Man lic dau:

— Troi dt oi! Kleng mot chir huy doi nay chmg da chét u? Lai con kiéng & chir huy doi
xua! Vay lam thé nao ma it nhiing aia ©i ay?

bbc Cungdap:

— Vao teong ma quén thdanh chu phép, ningday la lam @n ¢ nha quérdau dr viéc
gi¢ sach ratay, lo gi?

Cau chugn vira Fét, mot | ching bay tdm du hoc tro ti nhau ta ¢ phia nha khach lau
tau kéo Ién.

Cu nay xachim nuéc, diu kia hrng chic diéu dan, vai ba gu khac & mé 6m nhing
chong bat hoa cuc.

Sau ndt hoi “l ay cac baa” nhao nhaoit ngoaidau thém dua vao, cacu lan lrot dit
hét 46 dac vao cac ghchiéu.

Cudc hanh ¥in bit dau.
Ba gian nha th va ba gian &n € da thanh it khu trong thi, réu nd cé thém @t it léu

chong.
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Quang énh lGcdy mai la ky di. Nha dréi cung nhr nha trén, cac dngh tro xam Ai
ting Hp, ckb nam ngroi, chd ba ngroi, co ctd dén sau By nguoi.

Ong nay rungtti ngdm nga, éng kia &t lia viét lia.

C6 6ng khom khom cli girhg tom. C6 dng Gp n@ sam sp xudng chéu. Bén anh
may ong ram ngang, k den vai dng @m doc. Saung nhirng 6ng clbng dau tro ra, ki
co cac Ggg quagit tro vao. b ban nhau, bé nhau, lo hat thu‘)g vat, ho hoi nhau &
nhitng cto sach bhquén. Trong nha, luc thi inarig nhr to, 14c lai am am nhr chy vo.
Mat troi tir tir I&n khdi ngon busi, &nh riing lui xudng nira birc manh manhytnhién thy
mat Khac Man. Van Hc tuong thay tron Ién nha be lam \én cho tnh cho néning
khongde y. Nhueng khi chang & nha fyc thi ding khong thy, hoi khap mpi nguoi chang
ai ~biét ~thﬁy dau @. Gan trua, Van Hic da viet xong ndt bai chéu va nra bai béu, Khic
Man van chra \€.

Ca nhadéu lay lam k. Ngudi ta cho la Klic Man khong quen nghvan tir luc nén tly
bo khéng vét nra. Thinh linh c6 & hoc tro bé con ng ngac chy vao ndi nb véi Van
Hac:

— Thra ciu, 6ng Min 1am sao khong Bi, chau tdy dngay vao trong chong tiéu tr sang
den gio chua ra.

Van Hac phi aroi:

— Khong B nédinh chém céi nha xi éa minh?

R4i chang it dat chay ra sau won va @i that 16n:

— Man oi, may ng: trongay diy a?

Khic Man huynh huch tir trong chidng tiéu chui ra va khi khiudi khéng té 1oi.

Thi ra thiy duong @ nghi mot cau fr luc, ma khong ndtra, tam thn mai miét di theo tr
tuong, khien thay khong ngri thay mui hoi rong va quénang minhduong ngi ¢ trong
nha xi. Nu nhr Van Hac khéng @i, chua bit thay s ¢ d6 dén bao gb.

Tré vé nha thy, Van Hac vira ardi vira noi \6i ca damdeéng:

— Té ra 6ndiy ngh van ¢ chubng tiéu. Tt khdng kém gi Au Bong Tu.
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R6i chang tép:

— O séch Quydien luc, 6ng Au Drong Tu c6 néi: binh sinh 6rity lam van, phan nhieu &
ba cfo “trén”™: trén @i, trén chwng xi va tréning ngra. Vi nhing ctd d6 déu rat co the
nay ra tr van. C6 E 6ng Man nha minh &ngdinh di tim t van nhr cu Au Duong day
han?

Khic Man wvira vao. G ddmdéu phé 1&n soi. BPéc Cung noi thém:
— Thing nao vd phdc hdm nay iigvan dng Ngugn Khic Man?

Troi ddddng tira, quygn caa hoc trodong diu nhat trung din Kt. Nguoi nha 6ngdo
ngheu ngken bung lén nltng mam xoi chéay 0. Sau khi xin phép cac dngdhtro, pn
d6 lan luot @it hét cac mam vao Kip cac day giong chéu.

Ongdd vai b khin 4o clinh €, cung kinhdi khip cac chiu dé moi anh emdiem tam.
RoOi 6ng ding nghi ludn d6 uwong nrdc voi ho.

Tiéc nuéc ar hanh trong khing nra khic, cubc hanh ¥in lai tlep tuc Mot cach ét sing.
Nhiéu ngroi da xong bai chiu, cé ngrorl xong ¢ bai béu, tiéng ngam vang ay gian
nha, nlx mudn 1am xd cacdp mai ngoi.

Van Hac nhr moi khi lam vin rit nhanh, hém nay vi @hluén Igﬁn chy di chay‘lai, cho
nén dng mat thi gi. Mat troi ta ta, chang @i viét dugc du quyén, lai phai tré vé nha
khach xem socacban.

Ng6i chiiadau lang \ing vang diém tiéng chudng chéu. Ngoai o diém tuan, dp tréng
thu khéng, ni ltc mdi rat ngin lai.

Bay gio hon ba pln tr hoc tro da viét xong quyn. May éng chra xong @ng phai viét
quiy Viét quéa cho xong.

Trong miy bo da daydung chir, hinh nhw miy bat xoi cheda cting theo dhma héa ra
van, lam dngda thay déi cuong ddi cuwong. Nhiing 6ng 6 sang cang thic Vanald cé cho
uong nrou thi kio bung méam mau mau.

Céc quyn daduoc thu vao mit dong, tirong van lién bién ra mbt ddm khao. i tien t
cing nhr ¢ trén nha th, nhirng day mam gian #img tip chay swt tir ngoai ¢ra vao trong
vach.

Mot lan nira, dngdd chinh € khin 4o an &n moi bon hau sinh.
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M4y 6ng gia trong & ngoai lang aa 6ng éing b moi ca léndé.

Dugi anh sanguc 1o cia hai day quangen, téc rugu ram rap khai céc trong ndt canh
tuong K d6 va than nat sau khi my ngudi hon twi da thay nit anh emidi chao c6 Ngc
va bado. Mat trang Iéndén dinh dau, cwc regu méi tan.

Bay gio da cwbi thang hai, 8t troi bit dau 4m ap.

Hét thay my chuc hoc trodéu ngi lai d6. Md sang hom sau, ghngudi 1€ té ra W&, trir
may Oong kan than déa Van Hc.

Trudc sr sot sing aia nha v, Van Hc vo cung ém dong. Changt thay rang réu minh
khongdd, that 1a mot ke dai toi voi gladlnh Vi vy chang cangé&ging, ndi thang ngoai
nhitng ky tap o truong ax bang Tién Kéu, chang khdngdmbt ky vian nao @a anh em
van pha. Tir diy dén ngay $p thi, rong ra trongdy tam thang, i nhiing lican lic ngj,
tay chang e hé khéng Bi quyén séch ltc nao.

Thay chang mai miét vé viéc dén sach, cd Ng¢ sung séng it muc.
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Léu chdng (1939) — Cirong 19

L4n nay céai véc di thi ddi véi Van Hac da thanh rat viéc rat thuong, khéng on gi viéc
vo changdi cho. Vi da hong dén ba khoa Bn, chang khéng dam coi 1aégilong tong.
Tuy rang trréc ngay kidi hanh, v ndi ho ngaai ciing \an tién ting diu chic nix xua,
nhung ma ngoi ta &n én v6i chang bao nhiéu, chang canghen by nhiéu.

Caidang cho chang ay nayh hét 1a sr san soc chuido aia co N@c Trong & hanh
trang @a chang, naodn bac, ndo 4o gin, naodd dung ht vat, nao b thuc gio de
phong gir minh trong khi trai it tre troi, cai hdm changap tray truorng coda sip sra
cho rita. Chinh tay c6 b6 béic 1éu chdng, kim soat but mc glay ma @ia chang khi
chang xéc chan rati. Sy chu tridy ndda khién chang ém dong i hdi, va tr nght
tham: “Toi nghiép, dan ba ang thich cong danéén vay? Khoa nay éu minh fbng nia,
thi phy long w biét ching nao?”

Nghi vay, chang phi tir chdi tat ca nhitng mén tén ting aia o xa hp gan. Voi cac thirc
cia W du bi, changda li thai Ién duong mdt cach khong ting khdng kén. By gio Boan
Bing da chan trong 6c, Tiém Hing thiduong ki bénh, & haidéu céo khong thi. Trong
nha to chi c6 chang v@®bc Cung, Kiic Man, dng cli nha to tuy van hét sic quy tong,
nhung quang énh van khéng vui Bng nim xua.

O tro thaim thait da ¢gin hai thang, chang khéng qué kn nao.

Moi khoa, mdi ky thi xong, changiéu viing chic trong long, khoa nay &hlan ¢ trong
truong ra, changal ban khain lo nai, khong bét ky sau caiugc vao khong?

May sao trong bagktrudc ba ngroi deu dugc vao @. Bén ky thir tw, Khac Man bi hong,
chang vadc Cung Bt stc ngim ngui. Vi cébdc Cung i chang 6 tinh chéo kéo,
khuyén bay lai xem bing td tai, cho nén Kit Man ding khong ¢ voi.

Nhiéu 1an Béc Cung, KKc Main dit nhaudi choi bé tha ko ciing i chang, nking chang
nhit dinh khéngdi. Nhitng lGcd6é mbt minh rim budn, nkam lai van bai cac k, va thy
ky ndo @a minh @ing rfat xuat sic chang @ng tr phu: “Khdng I§ vin chrong thé nay ma
con hng nra”. Nhung céi tr phu chi [ chuyn trong cléc Iat, con g lo hong thi vin
quanh gén deo chang sit ngay sét dém. Khéng phi chang qua mé maréduong
coéng danh. Nigu khi changia tr hoi. “Bd dé lam gi?” Ngoai cai yinh 1am siéng long
ngudi vo than yéu, chang khong arhthiy si thi d6 déi véi doi 4y con cé y ngta gi
khac. Tk ma khdng Hu vi sao chang émom nép sy ring khéngdd. Tuy chang luén
ludn lo ngi, nhung & quanh chang anh emo Imac déu rat vui ming. Tir khi duoc tin
chang vao phucdeh, Hi Au, Poan Bing, Tudng Loan, Gong Phrong trc thi i nhau
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ra choi. Roi thi ba con gaboc Cung, Van Hc dingdeu luc tuc kéodén de ming ngroi
nha @a hp. Nha tp lic nado dngday nhirng ngroi.

Sau khi coi nbing hin gidp cac k cua chang, mi nguoi déu phai tam tac khen ngi. Hai
Au, boan Bing cho la hai k tho pht, \in sach phéu dugc ci. Roi ca nhadeu nhac den
dao ch du khoa tirgc, ai ding quyét la changitd tha khoa.

Nhung, sr du doandy van khong ti [am cho chang vui long tuy & nético ly.

Vi chang tr biét chang lon ai Fét. Trude kia chang #n tin & tai hoc. C6 he, c6 tai, tr
nhién phi d3, moi nam chang @n ngh thé. Song tr tran hong khoa tede, chang thy cai
hoc cai tai khéngti bao dam cho véc khoa trong, thi changai tin ¢ sd ménh. Va chang
cho #ing ng haydd ching qua la s may fi. Néu nhr hoc gioi van hay méatd thi nim
ngoai minhda dd rdi. Chi caa triéu dinh nim ngodi tuy cé ia cho minhid thu khoa thit
day, nhung nim ngodi nét dng chii khao, nim nay ndt 6ng chi khao, biét ring ngroi ta
c6 nhy nhoi cii ma nkic lai cho khéng?

Ay ciing vi th ma ai Engdd mic ai, chang &n gdm gom trong lung.

Toém i, IGe 4y chang d@ng gidng nhr con chimda hai badn phai cung, bay g lai thay
cay cong, nhién la phi chot da, cho nén niing khi & nha ché chénuai dua, chang
ciing @ lam ra I vui vé, nheng e chot nghi dén man khoa &, nét nit lai hién ra & ban
than.

Nhat |4 tir d8mdén gid, tim chang thy hdi hop hon nita.
Vi ngay nay la ngayuwéng danh, cai ngay géydinh sr thing kai cua chang.

Tur lc téng canh nai diem bon tiéng, changia ten troc khong tié nam yén, hinh nh
boc Cung cung Bt tam tang nhr chang cho néning thay ludn ludn ca ay.

Con ga hang x6m éi cat tiéng gay, 6ng clhnha to da khua thng nho day dbt déndun
nuoc. Anh sang chéi vangia ngn lraddém lta vao trong nha lam che chadéu phai
thirc giac vadéu nepi day.

Ngoai san condi nhu bung. Gio Kic vat cac tau cau phanh gh. Hoi lanh aia nhing
giot swrong msi dong theo céac kheara thun thit I0a vao trong nha.oivhguoi déu thit tha
kéu rét. Van Hc, Doc Cung drong nhr cam thay s rét nhéu hon. G haidéu run ém
cap, tuyd sau trng Van quang kc chin su su.

Vi bo mat twoi nhu con réi, ong ch nha to tay xach siéuwdc, tay eng khay cheéndat
vao gira phin va ko ngroi emboc Cung:
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— Cau pha mdc giuim,dé toi chay 18n ara trdng xem sao.

Va khéngdoi ai tra 10i, dngay nhanh nhu quay ra, va nhanh éin xudng thém di thang.
Troi rangdong. Hbi trong tan canhah luot don nhauo cacdau phb. May chi hang qua
0ngeo rao ting nhirng tiéng chua lom. By gio Van Hac, Péc Cung rét gan cang noéng
hoi hoi, thi gio cua hai chang IGdy mdi phat ndi thay quan 1.

Dugi anhden le 16i, trong nha nhve ra bt cinh trong hon tap. Hai Au, Poan Bing
than nhién nir thuong, Khac Man bwn nhr chau can, Van Hc, boc Cung ludn ludn co
ve ban khain. Cac dng 6 Nguyen, cac dng & Bui cing nhr Cuong Phrong, Tuong
Loan ai ray cuoi cudi nGi noGi vui nhr tét.

Tuan ché th nhat ¢ an khap luot. Hai Au ré rang o Van Hc, Péc Cung:

— Béc va chidung lo, ti chic thé nao ding dd.

Roi thay tiép:

— T6i tinh tréndoi khong gi s6ng bing Itc it dau biét minh thidd. Vi sy thi d6 doi véi
hoc tro gbng nhr mot cuoc doi lot, ndda lam cho ngoi ta trat ket nhitng hoan énh di,
di dén hoan énh mi.

Pbc Cung @i

— Thé sao bac khondi thi?

Hai Au ciing khoi hai:

— Toi phai nhueong cho bac alnsao!

Troi mo séng, ngoai phxdn xao téng ngrodi, dng chi nha to tat ta chay ve.

— Thra cac quan, i@ tnrong da mo roi a! Linh trangda khiéng hai cléc ghé tréo raday
roi a. Hai 6ng gan tegng da dit hai 6ng voi gialgi ¢ ngoai taong 6i.

R6i quay thing xubng phia nha i, 6ngay quat thao ngoi nha:

— Chuang bay lamamn mau Iéngdé hai quan tan khoaok ruou, 10i cAc ngai con pdi di
linh M ao.
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Pbc Cung phi goi:

— C6 B 6ng nay & liy hai thing dd ca day chic? Sao ma quy doan nhr vay?

Ong chi nha tp nghe théang vao tai, kn dap:

— Vang chau quit Iam. Chau qugt ba quan &m nayd6 ci, hai quan @ nhan, nt quan
tu tai. Boi vi hoi dau thang neoi, chauda ba &n mo thay nha chau bchay, hai dn chay
to, lra oc ryc troi, va mot lan chay nld. Bay la diém hai quan € va bt quan ta ch gi.
Cb nhién Van Hc van khong tin gi cai idng aia 6ng cli nha. Nheng giong noi soi 10i
cua dngay ciing 1am cho changaen xuc At manh, mt ca con lo. Va ding khong ning.
Chinh changumg khong thé ta duoc tam tang aia chang lGdy ra sao, chthy trong
nguc moi ldc mdt manh, wrang nhr ngdi canh miy thudc ding nghe ré niing tiéng thinh
thich.

Tuong Loan, @ong Phrong, ngrdi nhabdc Cung, ngoi nha Khic Man déu 16i rit sam
sira quin 4odé I1én ara tnrong.

Troi sang rd, ngoatwong hang ¥ I luot di xem xréng danh. Van bk, Déc Cungdéu
khong damad miat ra khoi cua, tuy Bng trong long gc ky nao rirc, chi mudn ra xem
ngoaidy thé nao? Tiém Kng @ rang i Bdc Cung, Van Hc:

— Bac va chu cit déu chra c6 4o4c?

bbc Cung khiémdn:

— Chic gi chang t6@d duoc, ma bac bi dén caido?

Hai Au xen:

— Ké ra ding nén @ bi thi phai. Néu khéng lic &n dén thi timdau ra?

Ong chi nha to ¢ dau chy vao:

— Thua céc quan, nha chau co&héo fic msi may thang tamwa i. Néu cac quan
dung, chau xirdua ra va xin mon thém éa a1 Bat bén kia cléic nira.

Khac Man hoi:
— T6i twong cac anfy dd 5 6 mii 4o Vua ban?
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Tiém Hong dap:

— Nhung teée khi lanh @a nha vua, ndh la sau khi ngoi linh xuéng danh gi dén tén
minh, minhda phii mac ao &c kia ma! \ lai, nha vua ban mva ao cho cacong §, la
dé cac ongiy mic trong khi thidinh, khong phi dé ding trong luc xéng danh. Nu
minh khong &n 4o nha thi |am thnao?

Ong chi nha tp da toandi xudng, ki quay it lai:

— Thua céc quan, chatd dr sin con bn rdi a. Khoa nay quét 1a cac quan pti khao nha
tro.

Roi, 6ngay cudi gion khanh khéch.
Van Hac voi ngan:

— Ay chét. Chic vé cai gi ma 6ng mua non mua giamthé? Néu ma fii than condn 1a
tai Ongday.

Troi loe néing, miy con chdo mao trén ng cau thi nhadua nhirng tiéng hotdic y, nhr
muon chao anh sangdi dep aia tri mai.

Ngoai éng cé teng ngrdi chay huynh hych, Tuong Loan nky chan séoit ngoai tén
vao va tlir hong hoc:

— Anh Hac d5...! Anh Hac d@6 thu khoa!

N6i hét mot cau, Trong Loan nir bi it hoi, anh ta ngi phich xuwng phin dé tho mot
hoi dai nra. Van Hc lacay trong minh khong tty cam teong gi kh@c, nting tong ngrc
thi cang thdc gia. Chang o hoi Tuong Loan 4i sao bét A minhdd ma \in khéng foi
dugc. Bboc Cung Ay gio mai thay ndng 1ong nong rat.

Nguc chang nh mudn thi v6i nguc Van Hc, né phéat niing nhp thinh thich dr doi nhu
trong ho thay.

Ngoai ara ki co tjé’ng chan hynh huch chay vao, Grong Phrong muaa é hai tay va noi
bang giong hon ken:

— Tha khoa & anh Hc 16i!
Tiém Hong day nét vui \é trén mit:
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— U, c6 tr¢ chir? Khi nao tréu dinh ki quén bi hta.

R6i thay hoi bon Cuong Phrong, Tudong Loan:

— Nhengdich 1a tai cac chi nghéétig, hay néi thay nguoi ta khdo nhau?

Tuong Loanda bot the, lién thua:

— bich la tai em ngheéng! Béy gio em léndén noi, cira tedng dd ddng ngm nghit,
thién ha hang xr dung chit vong trong vong ngoai. hly nguol ta reo quan chanh ¢h
khao va quanie diéu da ra, em & len vao trongdp trong cling, gunhién thy c6 hai
ong @&m hot, di hia, d6i mii canh chan, mic o thiy ba,dwong xdng xinh tréo lén hai
chiéc gré tréo. Day han la quarﬁe diéu va quan chnkhao. Emdtng not lat, thi thy mot
ngudi an mac gibng nhr thay thong.

Cuong Phrong xen:

— Pay la ngroi lai phong. Céi ngoi cam quyén  ay chi gi. Lucay téi cing ¢ day.
Tuong Loan wi dén:

— Phii. C4i ngroi cAm quyén 4y. Ong ta nhin vao qlem 9, rdi n6i nhd véi nguai linh
mac ao rep do saudo, ngroi linh ay lién tréng ra ngoai va gam ausng bt cau thit 1on

nhu vay:

“Cur nhandé nhat danh bao Van Hc. Nién canh nhthap tam té, quan 4i Son Tay,Dao
Nguyén xa”.

Em nghe thy tén anh Hc, aréng quédi mat, duong gip lach ra, thiy phia ngoaidi c6
ngudi linh ciing ao rBp do, cam loa ngra mat [én twi va lai goi thém ndt lan nira. Llc
em radugc bén ngoai, thi tty hai ngroi quan trong axdi hai con voidi ra hai ng.

— Nguoi ta o ho di tim 6ng thi khoa, khdng it co phii hay khéng?

Ong chi nha to linh quynh chy vao va gop it cau:

— Bam phai ddy a! Cac 6ng qén tuong di xuéng danhy cac pld ddy a! Bam cac quan,
chau ndi c6 satau. Cac ngaio ca a?

R6i 6ng ta ip trc chay xudng nha adi, rdi rit giuc ngroi nha hrng mamdé quan thi
khoa i ruou.
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Van Hac lacay khdng khac it ngudi trong mbng, rubt gan trong nhr tram hoadua ro,
doi chang clra ¢6 lic nao thy s kich thich 4 10ng nhr IGc nay.

Chang mén o giir nét ndit binh tnh cho kisi 16 vé mirng 1§, nhung ma khéng sao i
dugc nh}ng ar dac y nhr cir thi nhau ,h@n tréndbi mat d6i mdi va no6 it changdi di lai
lai khap may gian nha ma khongrtbiét.

Thing nhd ¢4 hrng mam 1én, 6ng e¢hnha to cui dau chip tay b vé cung kinh.

— Bam xin neéc quan th khoa va cac quaroktam chén wou.

Khic Man nhin Hi Au va noi:

— T6i trong héydé anh Hc di linh mrii roi vé udng nrou ding vra. H6m nay anfly phai
tiép ching minh @t bira thit 1au, chir néu an chap, an chui thi con tha gi?

Ong chi nha to t6 ra bt nguoi quen véc:

— Bam cujc xuéng danh con matén chitu msi xong kiaal Néu quan ti khoa khong
Xoi com tam, e ang doi qua.

Hai Au néi 1oi:

— Phii, ¢ truong thi ar goi dwoc ngroi nay, moi lai xuéng tén ngoi khac. TK ma cac
quan tan khoa, nghén tén minhiad chiu ra ngay chdau? Cac ngai con trung trinh
chan. @i hét hai nfim 6ng @, co E phai dén chiu that.

Hai Au lién giuc Van Hic, Déc Cung vadt ca nha cungti ubng nrou, ai riy vira ngi
yén clo, bong thay c6 téngam am. Roi dén tieng tré con ho reo:

— O kia 6ng voil

— A voi di goi cac 6ng & nhan ndi do.

Tuong Loan, @ong Phrong va nhéu ngrdi khac \6i bo mam ou dungdung chy ra.
Mot con voi gia & khu nhr dang ba ¢ duong ¢ dau phd khénh khang di lai véi nguoi
quan tugng k& vé ngoi trén chéc banh. Nghénh ngangoegeai loadong 1én toi, nguoi
guan teong lay hét hoi sirc va xxréng:

“Cir nhandé nhat danhbao Van Hc! Nién canh nhthap tam t&, quan i Son Tay inh,

DPao Nguyén x&?” Nincon voi gia éch théch kéodi, hoi loa dm 6e chy tir dau phd mai

Page 212 of 237



dén cudi phd mai hét. Nguoi quan trong tam ngh gidy lat, bi lai chiéu lai mot hoi loa
khac.

Cho cho con 4t theo [ tré con hang ¥ ré sang pB khéc. Trong Loan, Gong Phrong
va cac ngoi kia méi cung 6 vao. Mam om van con cly doi, Van Hac nhinboc Cung
va noi ndt cachdac y:

— Bay gb tao quyt 1a khéng lbng nia.

Péc Cung ra b lo ngai:

— Con tao khéng B thé nao.

Roi d6, ai n@i vao chd cua ny, Van Hac ding nhr Boc Cung, ching thiét gi ar @n wng.
Bita am chi trong cloc lat thi xong.

Ong chi nha tp dé Ién hai chéc 4o ic xép trong kkin goi:
— Thua céc quan, téta sip sin d6i 40,dé quan thi khoa va quanicméi dung am.
Péc Cung xua tay:

— Cdi nao ta quan th khoa thidé lai diy, con cai nao 6ng mn cho toi thi xin ét di,
chua chic t6i cé dungién hay khong.

Ong chi nha to tuoi cuoi:

— Bam c6a. Chau chc thé nao lat fira ngai éing phii dung.
Hai Au pha tro:

— Thoi thi ¢ demdi ca, hé bac Cung khong #&a thi toi mic?

ROi Hai Au bao 6ng cfii nha to cho thing nho cap chiéc khan géi theo hu. Moi ngudi 1d
luot kéodi, & nha cth conboc Cung Wi bo ruét gan néng ni [0 Ita.

Tré con hang p sao ma tinh qua? Vanakl vira nhé ra ¢a, chiingta \o tay hio nhau:
— A, 8ng thi khoaday ©i?
—O! Ong thi khoa t& nhi?
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— Khong bét dng thi khoada cé w chuea?

Hang t&m con ndt chong chc trong vao, k khen dng th khoadep, ngroi bao dng thi
khoa troi.

Gitra gr chi tro nhin ngim cia hang ¥, Van Hac theo bn Hai Au dung dinh 1&n plo
Truong Thi. Khi fip t6i noi, & néo xa xa co ting tho thé dua lai:

— Ai muén xem nit 6ng thi khoa ndi thi ra, 6ngiy dadén kia kia!

Theo sau ry tiéng dngeo, dao Phrong,dao Cuc thrét tha din lai voi mot bo diéu 6ng
cO.

Téi gan Van Hac, haia chip tay vai dai vaedi bang ni cuoi caa nha ngh

— Bam quan tk khoada léna! Mot nam troi nay mét quan th khoa, ching emutng...
Van Hac £ hoi:

— Tuong ctét mat rdi, phai khdng?

Hai a cungdap:

—Pau dam th. Chiing emuténg ring ngai ban caidi Ha Noi.

Van Hac voi vang kng ra:

— Théi hay hdm céac chéy lai, 3 danhdén hdm tdi khao nhadr Bay giy 16 tai ngroi ta
con nghe xdng danh.

Va changiua mit cho @ haia, nhe mudn 1 rang cé cac dng anh clidg khoéng tén noi
chuyén.

Pao Phrong & y hoi thém cau fra:
— Thé con anh Cundau mét?

Van Hac < dap:

— Anhay sip |én bay gb.

Pao Clc ¥ tay:
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— TKé thi sung séng qué nil Chung tdidi don anh Cung.

Hai a tién xubng reo dudi, Van Hac va lmn Hai Au thi di lai phia ara trong.

Ngudi & daudén ma nhéu nhr vay? Trén not khudat ¢ ngoai @ra tien, dau ngroi 16 nho
nhue mot ddm raim sau tin muea xuan, k lach ra, ngoi co chen vao, khéng &t ho xem
cai gi.

Van Hac dirng chy mot hoi kha lau, changa bon chon néng rigt, bdng cé téng loaam
oe dua ra dcing dang nhr tieng lac nay:

— G nhandé nhat danhbao Van Hc? Nién canh nitthip tam ti¢, quan 4i Son Tay
tinh, Dao Nguyén... ng “xa” vira dit, Van Hac lién bao thang nkd nha to:

— May to téng, ch di ho tao.
Thing nhd quay nit trd vao,udn ngrc da mot tiéng that lon.

Nhu doan tén aa toan linh cungdctia vao quardich, trongdamddng c6 bao nhiéu
mat déu x6 e phia Van Hc. Nguoi taon ao i nhau:

— Khong bét dng nao 1a 6ng thkhoa?
Thang nk nha to lién mo khin géi Ay chiéc 4o fc cho Van Hc.

V6i mot dang 16 hung ding nhr 6ng manhutong pha vong vay, ngi linh ao rp theo
cho tieng ch mua roi @p danh hang &, d€ cho khudat cira tnrong 6 ndt 16i di. Theo
nguoi linh ay, Van Hac linh xinhdi vao wi Cuong Phrong.

Trén chéc ghe tréo kéo phia liru, 6ng chanh ahkhéo véi chiéc mii canh chan duong
om cay bt & nguc, ddi nhau \6i 6ng chanhié diéu va chéc mi v nghi & mat ghé phia
ta.

Sau khi vai chao quan chanhidthao, Van Hic quay sang vai chao quan chééhtiéu.

Bing mot giong tro tre khd nghe, 6ng chanh ekhao noi nhing cau gi khdng ‘rc”)f)'réng
chanhde diéu ch dam mi aode trén ndt chiec an thr canh do, bio ngroi linh hau clpn
cho Van Hc moi thir mot chiéc.

Van Hac dén ao va i dua cho Grong Phrong, bt lan nita chang cui chao hai quan
treong © y camon. Hai tén linhdua changti thang vao nha Tép dao.
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Bay gio trong nha Thp dao, cac dng s khao, phuc kldo, cac éngié diéu da hop déng
du.

HAm nay quanganh khac Bn moi ngay. Tedc nha Tlap dao, mot toa ap cot chy doc,
ténh hénh dng ¢ giira troi. Hai bén anh rap, hai hirc chin song tretoi hitng hy ngan
khu long ap voi phia ngoai ap.

Dudi rap hai day chu hoa ap d6 sam gp trai trén mit dat.

Theo bi chi dan cia ngroi linh duaduong, Van Hc ngdi vao chéc chiéu dau hang bén
l¢, Cuong Phrong aép goi mi ao trang nghiémdtng ¢ dang sau.

Van Hac conduong phan van khong éii’dé néndoi mi va mic ao ndi hay chra, mjt
ong ® khao vira xwng kio cho chang Bt nhirng nii a0d6 ngay mai lamdta an nei
phai dungdén.

Roi cac khio quan 4n t6i @6 hoi chuyén. Cac ngai ndt lai van bai cac k va khen Van
Hac la hic tai hoa.

Ngoai tirong lGciy d8 xudng dén tén 6ng @ tha hai.

Chirng mot gio sau, thi dng & nguyéti voi nguoi linh 4o rep vao ap va ngi goéc chéu
& dau hang chn.

Vi ngdo, Van Hc tuy chra quen théic bao gb, nheng ngay IGaid, cai nglia dong
khoa,da lam cho hai ngdi coi nhau t than va #t teong dac.

Tur @6 trd di, cir chirng ndi gio, trong ap lai thém ndt 6ng ar nira.
Mat troi 6 mai THip dao nhom xéng, &nh ang xuyén quad cét, khoang khua in vao
miat chiéu, ngoai éa ving vang c6 téng “Pc Cung”, Van Hc Wi dé y nghe, tng loa

viraam oe Qoi:

“Ctr nhandé bat danh Bubbc Cung. Nién canh ritthap nhi tué, quan 4i Ha Noi tinh.
Trac Lam xa.”

Van Hac mimng qué, changdn dem Fét gia tre, tinh tinh, tai bc aiaboc Cung K voi
cac lan dong nién.
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Mot hoi kha lau ndi thay Boc Cung ve dty doi tay khiu aia chic 4o fic lung thung di
vao Wi ngudi chau v cap b6 mi &0 @a chang wa finh. Ngroi chang khiay da thanh
mat thién trao phungat co y M, khien cho Van Hc khoéng tig nin aroi.

Céc 6ng vao troc lan leot khai tén ko véi 6ng vao sau. Gia cuc gip ¢ cia ara Khéng
san Trinh, cau chiéy thanh khi rai lGc moi nong nandam tham.

Mat troi t& ta, hai nBm [hai mioi 1am/25] Ong Gr d& deén di mat. Trongdé coden biy Gngdéu
la hoc tro ar bang Tién Keu.

Sau khi ling ar nhan va bng td taida yét ¢ ngoai ¢ra trong, hai dng ch khao dé diéu
lai v€ trong nha Thp dao. Lucay quan éngdoc Ha Noi méi vao trong tedng chic
murng cac 6ng tan khoa varhgio méo ngay maicn day an yen.

Roi [sau1d6 cac dng tan kha#bdng thyi ding diy va cung gii tan theo mnh Enh aia
guan cli khao.

Ra khvi cira trong, Van Hc, Boc Cung lén asi 4o #ic trao cho thng nhb nha to. Hai
changdinh @ len vao xem #ng td tai: wra thay Tuong Loandi tim va n6 cho kit Khac
Mau duogc do ta taidoi bang.

bbc Cung vui aoi:

— C nhu sirc hoc anh ta thid doi bang td tai éing phai. Nhung giaduoc trén ndt nguoi
thi danh gia bn.

Van Hac ding axoi:

—bén anh Bing tao M ngoai éng chi do trén hai ngoi, huong chi thing Man. Thai thi
doi bang ding dugc, mien lamduoc 6ng tu éing sréng cho nédm r6i.

Di vai buéc nira thi gip Hai Au, Poan Bing.

Khong heu d& ai béo tin cho Bt, Khic Man lGcay cling da i d6. Ci bon nghénh ngang
tré vé v6i sy hoan h cia mbt todn quan ting tran.

Tuong Loan wradi, vira ké:
— LUc nay c6 rat ong ar la qua. Ngroi linh xuéng danh va kic loa @i, 6ng ta IBn im

hai taydam mai vao chic non sin dé truéc ngre, i nhay nhe con choi choi va reo ot
thoi “so lon vé ai”. Luc dau ai ding trong 1a ngroi dién. V& sau c6 ngoi nhic rang:
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“Sao khong d di”, 6ng ta noi da mot tiéng rt [on, bay gio hang Xt méi biét d6 la éng
Cur.

Hai Au bat cudi:
— Chic 14 6ngd6 da hbng nhiu khoa, cho nén baygiuoc dd moi suéng nhr thé.
Mt troi sip lan, ¢ bon méi vé d&én nha.

Quang énh nha ty démay cb nhién pli cyc ndo nhit, sr vui vé 6 ptin con lon dam
hoi. Ong chi nha to va nhéu ngroi khacdéu phai thirc dén sang bch.

Hom sau, vao khimg nra bwi, Van Hac, Déc Cung, m sra khin 4o cfinh € r6i moi
changdem ndt nguoi xach goi nii aoden treong thi.

Bay gio quan trong déu da € tyu ¢ nha Thi vén. Gu bang Tién Kéu, ax nghé Qugnh
Lam, a1 ci Mai Binh va nhéu van than cécihh cingduoc moi dén.

Sau khi hai chang vai chaodhluot, cu cir Mai Binh lién néi cho cac quan dtikhoa nay
hoc tro ax béng Tién Kieu chim mot goc king ar nhan. @ toadeéu heét src ca ting, phuc
cu la bic ar bieu aia g lam.

Mot 1at sau, cac dngiamdi luc tuc dén dan. Theo &nh quan chanh dhkhao, hét thay
moi Ngudi déu 1én nha Thi vin 1am E.

Chinh gita Thi vén vira moi thiét 1ap mot chiéc heong an. Tan vang, tan tiajghphoi
givong trén niktng n@n bach lap sang wc. Cinh trong khidy méi dep lam sao! Hang
may chuc mi canh chﬁn nghénh ngang, hangignchuc 4odai trdo khoang khuapr
hang miy chuc 4o fic miu lam tha tie6t nhu ludi danh ca.

Khoi tram nghi ngat Be trén hrong an, chiéng éng theo nhadua ra nlieng tiéng tang
bu.

Cudc hanh & bét dau.

DPay mai la & bai wng. Quan chanh éhkhao xing xinh vao tréc. Qua fim lan hung
béi, ngaidi lUi ra vadiang sang phia bérirh. Bén quan pho ankhao. Gingdu hung béi
nam lan, 1di ngai ding lui xuwng dung sang phia béa.tRoi dén cac éng ng sir, dé diéu,
phan ko, giam kho, phuc kldo, s khao, ai bn vao trdc, ai nlo vao sau, i 6ng
ciing phii hang m 1an va bai @m lan. Hét bo quan trrong, dén luot quan éng déc sy
tai va van than cacibh. Ging nhr hai 6ng chanh pho gtkhao, cac 6ng sau nag§ kong
ciing phii dang ra hai bén. Ong nao 64y, hai tay clip ngrc, nét nit nghiém trang...
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Bay giv méi dén cac 6ng &€ méi. bay 1a E ta on nha vuady db. C5 nhién ndi nguoi
ciing phii nam 8. Hét hai tam ruoi cai 1én gi, xuéng ¢i, cac dng tan khoaiiog ding
dan ra hai day. Bay gidén I& ta &n ni 40. Hai niim cac 6ng tan khoa pisi sip mot
tram hai mroi nham cai. Lin naydén 18 ta on cho ¥n. Mdi vi tan khoadi phai phi phuc
thém ram luot nira.

Xong cc ta &n nha vuadén cwic ta an phongs. Nhitng 6ng tan khodéu ta quan
truong hai E. LUc nay ndi that la hdbn don, ong thi & sang phiad} 6ng thi & sang phia
hitu, c6 6ngéd vung tan tan, cing biét minh E ai. Tan céc abc 18, cac quan va cac éng
ctr déu ra ngoaiap dr yén.

Tiéc nay 1a ¥n 16c minh, do quanshg doc s tai linh tién trong kho giao chddi tuan
sta san. Theo &, cac & chia lam ba #ng, hang ntit, mbi ¢d ba quan, ing nhi kémdi
nam tien, hang ba thi chn hai quan it ¢d. Bay gio & ngoai ap o banda bay la lgt. Cac
guan khach va cacc‘)ng 4 16i cAc hi phong, ai Ay ci theo ngdi tk ma n@i. Hai dng
chanh pho cnkhao ng‘n riéng mot ban. Ong chandié diéu nepi V6 cac ong glam kio.
Quan 6ng dbc sy tai ngdi va6i cac khach n than iy 1a nhing & hang nHit, $5 nguoi
khéng nfat dinh.

May 6ng phan kho, ngr s, va phadé diéu ngdi véi cac éng phic ko, 5 khao. bay 14
¢ hang nhi, ndi ban Hn ngroi. Cac 6ng & mai va cac 4i phongdéu ngdi vao & hang
ba. Gr nhan ndi ban ding bbn ngrdi, lai phong thi phi sau ngrdi mot ban. Cac ban g
vao Wra yén cb, ngoai ¢a nghe c6 éng dép é&p kep. Mot It dao kép & nhd tién vao
truéc rap voi cac sénh phackian tdng.

Thi ra hémay & ngaydai yén, bao nhiéu danh ca tronigh déu bi goi dén hau tiéc. Pao
Pheong, dao Cuc éng cé¢ do. Sau khi vai chao cac quan, Bad ndt kep xin phép ng
xuong chéc chieu trai ngoai ara rap, con cac khac thidén cac mam roétuou.

Theo bi dé cir cia quan dngddc  tai, dng thi khoa ndi phai danh clu. Ngroi kép
lién dé tréng va roi clau dén chb Van Hac. Trdngdiém, dan co, phach gic chéat chat,
tiéng hat it dau ngan dai, cac baar luot I1&n chén. Ludy nguoi ta msi kip ngo ti cac
moén trong mambai dé gan glong nhiing mén trong cadam khaodam adi, ciing gio
cha, ding ninh rdu ding )én Xa0, vay c&, bao nglong tu... chhon bin bét trén nit co
cai nHrng manh trang kim t6 hoa \& thudc, sic $5 nhu to trang kima hom phao.

bo la iy mon tr linh, mon “long” riu bang ca chép, gy trang kim t6 hinh vay éng
vay rong, mon “phrong” nau bang con g3, dgiy trang kim t6 hinh canh phiong, dudi
phuong; mon “quy” riu bang con \it gidy trang kim tb hinh mai rdagudi ria, mon “ly”
thi 1a mdt chiéc chan én, giy trang kim lam ratau, dudi va bm ky 1an.
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ban cang réo‘fzit, phach cang gion gié,étig hat cang |én caogig, cc rugu moi ltc
moi thém & nong nan. Van kic danh et hai ki, chang lén nhrong trong cho 6ng a
nguyén.

Theo Bnh quan chanh éhkhao, mbt tén hinh Bu dé bat mrc va hirc hoa tiénién ctd
Van Hac dé chang lam th nién ngh. Viéc nay changta dr bi tr dm hém qua, bay gi
chi phai soat hi mot lugt xem cé clit ndodang clira hay khéng,di chang vét ludn nbt
bai ngi ngbnbuong luit dua sang trinh quan alkhao.

Vi nhitng chr nét sic nhr cit va troi nhu hoa vét trén ndt birc hoa tién bongdy, bai
tho nhu cang thém & xuat sac, 6ng chanh ahkhao coi i mim aroi khenduoc va @i
maot nguoi I€ sinh ngam choictoa cung nghe.

Bang mbt giong kéu nlx tiéng chudng, ngoi |& sinhdoc:

“Thinh thé van phong ut,
Thu vi $16 hoanh,

Long mén tanfiém ngich,
Hoe th cyu tri danh.
Hong hzch hoa tranh dim,
Binh cao éc cong minh
Nhur ha trong méen 16?
Van ly khan lang trinh?

Trén tic, ai ry déu phuc 1a gbng thi khoa. Ri buc hoa tiéndi tro vé chd cac éng @
ma&i. Mdi 6ng lién sao it ban dé lam ky niém. Cwc ruou thém vai tan nira, G dam
déu co & say, teng ardi n6i khdng lGc ndo ni. Bay gio bao nhiéu daodd x6 & dén
chd may 6ng ar tré. Chung quanh Van ¢, Bc Cung, ngoatao Phrong vadao Cuc ra,
lai c6 b5n nim a khac xdn lai nhu nhya. My cu cir giadanh chiu ngbi tro véi nhau.

Cuic yén kéo daidén cuwi gio ngo mai tan. Cac ménit linh dau vin nguyéndo, khong
aidongdiia. Moi 0ng ar moi nhan lay mot mon va vai ba tibanh trai, giao chday toi
goi lai lam phin, @€ dem \é bieu ngroi nha, @i la chaton vua be nudc.

Truéc khi mpi nguoi ra W, quan éng doc s tai taing cho ndi ng ar méi mot chiéc long
xanh chép bc, sai linhdwa ¢ tin nha to cho cac 6ngy. Van Hac, boc Cung ra khi

cira dinh,dao Phrong, dao Cuic tranh nhau cherlg di hau. Haia dadua hai changién
gua nraduong, i Mai tro lai.

Lai mot dém rira, nha to phai lam dam hoi.
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Roi Van Hac, Boc Cung, Ktic Man va @ ba toan b hangdong thoi dua viéc vui mimg
vé qué sau khitd anui 6ng chi nha tp bang mbt tiéc khao &t long trong.
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L éu chdng (1939) — Cirong 20

Véng tring nhr chiéc mam ngc thim tham tu ngon ky dai chiéu xuéng nhan gian, du
troi dé @6 khdng pha Bt may bui gon. V&i mudi may chiéc mai trangé lo ltng bay gira
teng khong, By gian n@ mén kiéu ngo vuon nhing tréodao cong it nhr muon khoe
Vvé nguy nga vi chi Hang Trong Au &nh sang trongat, nhitng con éng phrong xanh
d6 sic 95 nam trén céac ép aradd O deu nghiém trang clu ong “mat troi nan VoI~

Hoang thanhﬂuong saydam trong gic ngi d@m he, ngoai &éng tring ning ré va tiéng
kleng $ x& aia cac hanh lau thh thaing mbi cé vai téng hd @a bpn linh tin thanh tik
khau hiéu.

Pé&m i chirng nra canh. Van Hac dadi som qua. Cac 4n cdng 9 chea c6 ai 6i ¢
toa ng mon, ngoai bn linh trang canhi@&, hinh nlkx khéng cé ngoi nao.

“Con nira khic nira mji duoc vao. Au 1a ta hayab choi daudo dé coi cai anh dém
trang diadé thanh”. Ngli vay, chang bédén néi Wi bon linh canh cho minh quaa.
Biét chang la rat cdng 4, bon d6 khéng dam nin cin. Chang béniing thirng di vao bén
ctradong ng.

Trudc dbi oot ddng bong én cao ndt trén king chrng ti 1an nrge hém kep nim chin
ngangdau duong di. Pay la ao Thai th, not khu liénduong aia hoang thanh. Trén ao
c6 mot dip ciu khum khum Gpdy mit nuéc chay tir bd ngoai vao b trong. Mot ludng

gio nke tr phia teege mat hiu hiudua ki, mui sen aéi ao bat ngadva 1én, nhx mudn
giup cho & nong nan @a du hng. Van Hic dung dinh tién vaodau cau va drng chany
quang glra cu. Véi tam mit bang khuang vdinh, chang tb than ngim nhirng bong lau
dai san sat cdng nhawdl mot vom twi trang ndin.

Bay gio d& vao h tuan thang tr. Dudi ao, ndt vai bong sen#p ns. Trongdam la sendi
um ludn luén c6 ng cadsp ti Hp. O tit ngoai xa, ®i dai co thy 10 10 hién trén & ao.
Nhitng doan canh chanhdng kénh khic khgu quin guai trong bong la xantol tho,
gidng nhr mot doan Bng ran von nhau tréntat can.

Truéc canh tich mich aiadém khuya, changdmg cim thay boi hdi lai 1ang. Roi mo

mang w van, chang nb nhiing chugn da qua, chang lo choad chbc nira va chang rung
ron cho céc phong thn trong nﬁy chuc ngay trée day. Co € hai muoi bén twi doi nhu
chang, clra c6 i ndo kho nbc d&én than nir hoi ay.

NGi chodlng ra, thi trgc hdi d6, chang @ng dugc miy chuc ngay sungwsng. Vi rang
trong cc tao chén voi mot van hai § tir truong Ha Noi nam ngoai changa lam vui
long duoc ngroi vo than yéu. Lady ¢d Ngoe nhr da te thém miy tudi. Nhat 1 cai hém
duoc thay dan langbao Nguyén & tréngdi ruéc Van Hac tir cong phi vé cong nha,
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bung ¢6 ching khac gi nting 14 & phap phoi tung tarGe ngon gid. Roi llic nghe téng
nguoi ta goi chong la 6ng th khoa hay éu tha khoa, gan rét c6 ki cang @y nhu bong
rang.

Saudd, trong nlirng tiéc khao hai langpao Nguyén, Van Trinh, nao bo, nam|nao
rugu qao, tit ca hét dén gan nam traim quan, ¥n cia cdda b hut dan di gia nra. Ching
nhitng c6 khong fia i k&u ©n, trai ki con cho &ng minh codt phic ndi dugc ton kém
nhu thé. Vi thé nguoi ¢é IGe ndo @ng troi nhu bdng hoa Bng mbi ng, truée dep tam
phan, bay gi dep 18n mroi phan.

Réi thi ba éng, a1 Nam. Canh giatugc thiy con chau éi dugc gia nghép, cac a vui
murng vO han.

Y nghia aia sr thi d6 trong 6¢ Van Hc, bao gb ciing cH c6 tré. Bay giv changda hit
dau di t6i, cho nén changimg lay Iamdac y. Tir thang chp dén nra thang giéng, ngoai
viéc xem hi it sach, chang ¢fpéan V& Viéc mua vui Wi ban bé xa §n. Doi chang ludiy
c6 thé goi 1a mot doi than tién.

Céai hrdc phong tin cia chang rai khoi dau tir ngay chang vdc Cung léntuong di
thi hoi.

Thi hoi nam nay n& vao h tuan thang ba. Tinduong tir Bac vao kinh, &c chan loc tro
phai di dén gén hai thang i toi. Vi vay, tir thang giéngbdc Cungdé dén giuc Van Hc
di cho Kp ngay. $ chongdi bo vat va, cd Ngyc da khuyén chang néti duong thuy.
Nhung theo y chanqtl duong thiy tn tién, va ding séng gié nguy Bim, Bdc Cung
ciing ngh nhu thé, cho nén hai changdncung nlit dinh di duong .

Trudc khi khoi hanh, cd Ngc thué cho i chang not nguoi day té khoe manh, lec
ludng, dé deo hanh di hau. Tinh st cac tén an duong, & tro, mbi ngudi ha tién ding
phai hét gan tram quan, c6 Bn ddi cho mdi chang iy sédu nén #&c, b6 vao hai goi mo
cau,dé mangdi duong cho tén. Rdi nao dui nhoi, nao duduc, ndo daowa, nao masi
khau quai, khéng Bi hoi ai ma bao nhiéu khiydudn ring, coda sip sradu ca. Cai ngay
thay trd nha chang diy ganh [éntuong 14 ngay hai moi thang Giéng.

Tir Son Tayden Thanh Hoa, Bi ngay ch duoc mjt cung, 6i dau ngi day, tuy da nheu
khi xuong dc Iéndéo, nleng ding chra thay vat va cho km.

Thanh Hoa t vao,dudng da din dan khé khin. Roi tir Ha Tinh madi, cang ngay cang
thém nhiing cinh khing khiep.

Sut ngay lbn trong cay i um tam, con rit it khi dugc thiy bau trdi. R6i nhitng hon
nai thang nhr bic twong 10 10 hén ¢ trude mat. Rbi nhitng con séi nudc chiy nhe ban
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oan oai chan ngangdi di. Co khi phii ngira ngre tréo 1éndinh ndi. C6 khidi chong doi
gb6i ma bo dn xudng chan nui. C6 khiwongdi van véo theo niing by swbi khuit khic,
deng trénduong tréng xéng 106ng sbi, tham tham hang nedi may truong, trong nhr
truot chan ndt cai, xrong thit &£ vun nhr cam.

Khé nht 1a doan & quéng ndi Trong.

Canh mt qua nui cao [En Véi troi, con kién tréo 1én dng khd, bi di phai vat [én trén not
damda mpc lom chym. Caida msi c 1am sao, hon nao hég, dau né nlon nhr mii
guom, dit chan I1&n trén, co #thang @ da thit. Bé choddi ban chan kéi daudén, moi
budc ngroi ta ar phai nhdim vao nling Vet nhin nhui cua ngroi di tredc, BI Nhan hai
chan ma néy cho ti.

Céi dépda rach doi goi da cton, ma van khong tlé tam ngH. Bai vi khéng co6 ch nao
maduang. Biy gio Van Hac ding nhr Bdc Cung, ai Ay déu nhi dén canh trong Sin

Pao, ma hai chanda thiy o trong sach Tau, vdéu ngh tham: “Vi tat San Pao d¢& him
hon conduong nay Nirng tr thuong ®, ngudi Tauda biét bic vandi qua, 1am sao ngay
nay nréc minh \n chra bt chuéc kiéu d6?”

bi thoat quangtuong &c nghgt, hai changiéu thay mét nhoai. Nheng vi s 15 cung
duong, khong c6 ahitro, cho nén chdam n@i lai b&nduong mot ltc, dé gie x6i goi,
com ram raan, roi lai di.

Mot hdmduong di, thdy & bénduong, c6 ndy con daaiat trén ting da. Béc Cung trong
la aia bon tiéu phu naatd, nén khongté y, Van Hc nhindén miy dong chi voi nguéch
ngaac Vviét & honda lién diy, msi biét nhitng con daald, ngroi ta dr bi cho cac hanh
khach clit nhirng canh cay 4y d6 ngangdudng vi gié béo, sau khi dungiy daod chd
nao, hi phai dé vao ctd dy. bi mét quang fia, gu nhién giradudong co6 i nado, 1ap
ca thanduong, khong th nao ma tréo quduogc. Trong ganh hanh as c6doi dao, hai
chang Ién bao hai ngroi day t& phat it déng gai goaié. Ho phat, chang viddc Cung
thi kéo, thy trd don mét mot hdi kha Iau, By gio: mai ¢6 16i di.

Lai mot hém khéc, Van bt vira ki nheoc sic @ leo tréo, wa b dai diu trong srong gio,
chang thy trong minh Bm hap phat ét ué cai di khdng bwén buéc. Bdc Cung va hai
ngudi quay ganh & phai ludn ludn cly doi. Tuong chrng ti da chéu rdi, theo b thung
trongdam la cay mu it ng6 sang day ndi bén kiaatrroi ¢ nim giira satdau ndi, ma
van chradén cib tro, hai changtéu cuing lo .

“Dém naydanh plii ngu & ngon cay”. Van Hc ban i Béc Cung nix vay.
Nhung cac cay & gan do, cay nao iing cao von vt va ting tust, dudi goc khdng cé

mét miu canh nhanh thi lamémao ma leo l1édugc? May khi hi gan thiy c6 niy cay
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tr goc dén chb x¢ trac, c6déng ndt hangdanh tre ing ngén chan cai. e kiada co
nguoi NAo ng trén cayay, ngeoi ta ddng nhing danhay dé lam kic treo cho .

Mot cay thip nhit d& long nat vai caidanh. Hai ngoi day té bén phi dan tredgo cai
danh khéac. Vahgio ganh iy dui nhoi va duituc ra, ngroi no ké vai lam thang cho
nguoi kia ding 1€n,de nhéi my 16 ¢ than cay vaiéngdanh vao. Ri ho dem cac masi
dung day tam&budc vao niitng canhdam ngang, @ng nhr nguoi ta mic vong.bo la
chd nga cia ngroi di rieng. C6 the mai khoi lo vé nan rin rét beo op.

Tay 6m than cay, chatap vao cadanh tre, leo é mot doan goc cay vadanhdu vao
doan canh ngange ngoi xuong tm ma &i, Van Hac, ding nhr boc Cung, ai ay rung
minh $n gay, lung ko da, neu nddat day ndt cdi, thi thit tan xac.

Hai changia ngbi yén ctd, hai naroi day t6 lai di chit 1ay may tau 14 @i, budc 1én trén
chiéc ma &i, & che cho ngdi nam dudi khoi bi muea srong, Bi ho mai tréo 18n cld caa
ho. Troi téi nhu cradia ngac. Nao cu kéu, kihho, nao 4 giun rén khoc, timh thaing lai
thém nhing tiéng amp gim theo i ngon gio tanh tanh i théi ¢ néo xa xadua lai. Biét
bao nhiéus ghé & ring on kéodén chung quanh hai changol©sit ¢ dau roi Ién, Van
Hac vira rim vira rén i hr, chang ¢ hoi chang: “Khéng bit c6 $ng ma @ duoc
khéng?” Ri chang @i véi Béc Cung va néi:

— Ngh dén nhitng ltic tHé nay, thi du di thi d dén ngyc hoang tirgng dé ciing khong bd
cong,dung noi ladé tien 9.

Nam thi nim, vin khong ai dam afp mit, vi sy ngi quén, gb minh, § bi nga in xudng
dat.

HOm sau, ch cho toi that sang rd mi dam bo xiéng. Biy gio Van Hac da tan on i,
trong minh chcon &i mai mét nhoc. Bon thay tro lai kéo nhauli. Radén ora ning troi

lai sap t6i, trdng 18n nltng damdoi ndi 10 10 & gitra toi, o the twéng nhr nhitng con yéu
quai krong 16 duong sip de dba nhan gian.

Saudo, dudng di phan nhéu mend loi bé. Trén thi ndidtng thim tham, dui thi séng ¥
oam ap, thanduong vra quanh qét, vira ntd hep lai vira gip ghénh luon 1€n kron
xubng, nhr leo du vong. Bn ngroi 10 do tirng hrée, ch so truot chan xéng b thi
lam mbi cho cabi miy ngay rira ©i mot khic séng ménh mondirng & bo o khong the
trong thy bd kia. Hoi ra moi biét d6 1a Pha Tam Giang, dhcai ara séng kn véi mat bé.
Trong song sondganh dr doi khong kém s6ngéd Ngudi ta n0| ENg: ngay xa con éng
hon nhéu, bay gd nhy c6 cat 6i Nnénda hep bot. Bi do hét gan mdt ngay nai sang bi
bd bén kia, bn ngroi déu thiy lao dao say song thc thao ndn ma, ngh mat mot ¢ém
mai lai siec.

Page 225 of 237



Lan dan gan hai mroi ngay nira msi vaodén HL&, tinh ra ét ca vira ket mot thang nroi
ngay. Sau khi vao thanh tidroc chd tro hai chang nghngoi vai ngay, 6i cungdong
guyen dem vao Bp ¢ bo Le.

Khac Wi thi hu’orng qu¥n aia a)ng g thi hoi phai de d¢ 1én ngr lam, khio quan ch
duoc chim vao lan sao, vi gy, 00ng § phai nop moi ky hai quyen, bon ky tdm qun,

déu bang gy lénh, c6 Kk 6 son, i trang tam dong, 6 dong hai nxoi hai chi. Sau
quyén cia ba K thir nhit, the hai va thir ba mdi quyén chi d6ng muedi to. Hai quyén caa
ky tht tu thi ddngda ba chuc . Thi hi nam nay tt dau tir ngay 18 thang ba,ubng thi
lap & phueong Pha Tie. Quanh teong déu cé trdong qach bao bc. Trong terdng, ngoai
nha Thi vén va nlitng nhas caa quan ch khao, quan tri 6ng ar va cac quanda liém,
ngaai liém, lai c6 muroi tda nha ngo6idé cho dng § lam van. May toa nhadéu o truéc nha
Thi vién, mbi tda ba gian, @i gian ngin 1am ba phong.

Phong © cach phong kia @émg hon mjt thugc. Trong phong coasm cai yéndé cong 4
viét. Moi nguoi cong g chi phai mang thém but grc va not ChIeC chéu. Tredc ngay thi,
bo Le phai sim mjt sb thé tre dé tén trng ngroi cdng 9, dem ém ¢ cac dra phongbén
Kkhi c:ong § vao trong lién c6 n linh hrdng oEn duadi, the tén ais phong nao, fi
duadén phongiy. Trong lic 6ng § lam van, moi phongdeu cO ot ngudi v § cap
guom ding canh ngoaii@, ngoai trong thi cd cac quadé diéu dbc thic voi ngra quan
linh di hanh sét ngay sét dém.

Ciing nhr thi hwong, ky thir nhit cua thi hi ciing cd ky bai kinh ngfia. bang E moi
nguoi chi lam ba bai gng du quyen, nheng Van Hc xua nay vn co thra src kiém ti,
nén chang lamacbay bai, conboc Cung thi dng lamdugc nam bai.

Sau khio trong tizong ra hai changéu cédua bin giap cho cacdm coi. Gr nhu nguoi
ta binh pAm thi quyn cia Van Hc it nhit ciing dwoc nim phan, qu§n caabbc Cung
may ra thidugc ba phan. Bi vi can hng aia vin thi hoi phai tinh bing phan, ct khdng
tinh king uu, binh, tht, liét. Mdi quyén arc diém c6é thé phédén muoi phan, nleng réu
chi dugc mot phan éing 1a op 16. Quyen nao khéngtu mot phan ndi 1a bat cap. Gong G
bdn ky 1am mdt nguoi ndoduogc tir mudi phan té [Bn ma khéng k nao kit cap, tirc 1a
tring cach, &duoc dr cudc thidinh. Ngroi ndodugc tir bdn phan té [én chodén chin
phan, va @ng khdng c6 k nao 1t cap, thi € dugc dd pho king, chr khéngduogc vao
dién thi. Con nitng ngrdi nao khéngta bdn phan, hac c6 nét ky bat cap, thidéu bi
danh kng twt. Thiy budc dau tién, \an chrong dé dugc linh loi, hai changtéu co long
ming.

Khong ngy dén ky thr hai, gita ngay thipoc Cung b bénh di ta fia cry], khong ti vao
treong, phii lam giay cdo, Van Hc danhdi mot minh.
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Saudé may hdm,Déc Cung 4i dugc bang di (étbenh, dng B chang clingy do dé doi
Van Hac thi xong. Nteng khong hiu sao, rot gan cang ngay cangal;hbon chbn khong
sao cliu dugc. Béc Cung Ién phii cung ngroi day tg vé trugc. Bay gio VAn Hac nhr bi
mat mot mon gié trong than th, bung changt 1a bwbn buc kho chu.

Qua k thr ba va K thi tu, van chang @ng déu luu loat, cac bn trong kinh, ai ng chic
la chang trang cach. @Qunhién hém qua, khiahng thi i treo ¢ cra lau Phi \an, tén
changdung ngaydau bang. Vay 1a changdi cd thémdugc cai i nguyén. LUy cac
ong &ng 94 ai ding sy phuc, ngroi ta cho Eing khéng khéo chang g€ ca dinh nguyen.
Va chang @ng Van ty tin nhr thé. Cai mig & & 10ng chang by gio bat mrc khong ti
ta xiét. Chang chic vo chang th nao ding 1a ba tham, baahg nhr 161 nangda ciu uoc
nam kia.

Boi vi ngay nay phi vaodién thi, cho nédém qua chang rigssm hon moi dém.Dén
lGc thae giac s;rla gua m@n, chang ¢i d6i ma mac ao ht dat radi khéng ngr dén noi,
hay con ém mat nira gio.

Luc dy, chang th than trén ao Thai zh, chirg bt hdi 1au, chot cé mot tiéng danh
dung nhr tiéng sting B ¢ ngoai k dai dua vao, lam cho chién c troi dat chang bit 46
la tring kenh bé&o hiu dadén canh Bim, trc thi sra ki mi 4odi luén vao &a tlic mon
ngoaidién Can Chinh. T&i sang r8, vién quanoki_e o trongdl ra tru;én cac éng 4 vao
dién. Chéu theo thi tu trén king thi i, ai ¢ ) I¢é thi vao ¢atk, aio sd chan thi vao ¢a
hitu. Changy sb mot, vién quan b L& bao chang quai@ # rdi vao bén trong. Sau khi
vién tuan kiém da kham qua loa trong minh chanditmién quan khacdn dua chang
vao bén bru vii. O d6 ¢4 c6 yén cliiu do I L& duadén tir chiéu hém tuée va ding co
thé dé tén éng 4. Van Hac dugc ngdi vao phong thr nhit 1a ¢t co the tén chang.

Bay gio quan giam thdai than va cac quatoc quyén, truyen 18, duyt quyen, kinh din,
di phong, thu irong,an quyén, dién bang, v.v.déu da mic dodai trao chrc san ¢ do.

O dién Can Chinh @ngda bay &n hai chéc hrong an tiép vang, mt chiéc trén tiém,
mot chiec dudi them.

Cbng 4 vao fet, vién throng bao lién bung homdung dau bai thi sdchi@ nha vua radit
|én chéc heong an trén tém. Quan giam th quandoc quyén va fit ca cAc quan coi ¢t
dinh thidéu phi phuc treéc dién, 18 da nam 18. R6i quan thr ta Iinh t dau bai chéu $
cong 9 da sao i ngudi mot ban.

Ching do giay Iat, cac in sao xong, quan thta dé cac in ay vao chéc huong an adi
thém sau khidat ban chinh Ién cléic heong an trén tém.
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Quan kinh dn lién bio Van Hc va céc éng 4 déu ra qu ¢ trude san. Ri quan thr t&
linh nhirng © saodau baio chiéc hwong an aréi thém phéat cho i nguoi mot ban. Theo
lénh quan kinh &, Van Hc va céc éng § déu phai ditng diy dem bin saod6 dé vao
yén thi @a minh, i lai ra san§ ta nam I&.

Bay giv dén gio lam van, ddng 9 ai V& chd ndy. Cac quan &n v déu phai ra hét ngoai
vién Pai Lau. Trongdién, t vii ciing nhr hitu vii, moi bén ¢ ndt tén linhdéng dradung
canh. Saién co vién tdn la va vién tan satdi lai tuan phong ¢ ngoai hai ¢a tic mén
thi c6 hai tim bién binh @a quan thnoi théng cté phai dén canh gi.

Trong cac phong &u hét thay im lang nhr to, nguoi ta cé tié nghe ré tng vo ve da
tirng con méi. Van Hac msi gio dén tap dau baida thiy hoang Hon. Lam sao ma né dai
thé! Muoi to gidy dic, ly tit nhitng chir 1a chir. Coi qua it luot, thi thy nia trén i vé
y ngha dia cac kinh tru§n tir sir cia Tau, ra dréi hoi vé cdng véc hién thoi cia nha
nudc, tt ca dén gin mot tram cau 16i. Chang IEn gap lai, va cH hd may dongo dau, cho
lic trdngdén khoi nong rut.

Viét xong ba cir “d6i than van” va miy cau chiictng nha vua ma ngi ta gi la doan
“tung thanh”, chang i nhin vao dong dhdé ho ¢ to dau bai, bi theo thir ty tur trén
xuong, kan leot gia nhoi [tra 16 trng cau B mat.

Ciing may, vin séch thifinh, chi can y kién, khéng én van chrong meo luat nhu van
séch thi lrong thi Hi, va quyén van lai dugc viét thao, khdng é&n phai viét chan plrong,
cho nén wa ngh vira viét ciing khoéng laudm. Chrng dén nira bwi, changda tr i
duoc hai pln badau bai. Thinh linh thy cra phong hé @ rdi mot vién quan, chang
khéng bét Ia quan gi, chy vao trugn chang ra o trudc sandién.

Thi ra nha vua barudc va banh cho cadng 4 diém tam. Nliing moéndic an hén da
dat trén hrong an k& dudi thém, sau khi mt vién quan khadmh cac méndoé giao cac
cong 9 chuyén cho ngroi linh tuan satdem vao trong phong, aiydéu phii ta an mm
1, r6i méi tré vaoan banh éng nréc.

Van Hac viét lia viét lia tr bay gio chodén gan trua, quyén van da Ht gia nra, ara phong
lai thdy ngo rong, Bi Mot ngudi linh tuan kiém dé vao ndt mamdd an va ndt phan com.
Pay la @m trra aia cac 6ng 4, do dinh Qang Puc sra san, dra vao ngoaiia tic
mon, Bi hinh tin kiém mangdén cho céc éng g, khoéng plii 1a d¢6 vua ban, cho nén
khong phi lam & ta an.

Thi gio laca ay quy hon vang ngc, chang chdé vao n6do ba, Bn phat gido, i lai cam
co6 ma vét. Qua trra bt 1tc, bai 1amda xong ckrng ba pén tr, nha vuadi bandd nuéc
cho ndt lan nira. Ging nhr 1an treéc, chang va caadag 4 lai phai ra san gy nhan, 1oi
lai ta &n rim |&.
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Troi nha nhemdi, chang wra viét xong, c&c éng g cling déu xong @, ai ray dem quyn
ra p cho quan thn la. Biy gio bién binh ngoai aa tic mondi ngo canh t¢a cho cac
cong 9 di ra. Rdi quan glam thdai than va fit ca cac vién quan khaibu phu tro lai
trongdién. Ong thu qu@n nhan qu;én aia ong tén la giao 4i, ongan quyén dong diu
“Luan tai thinh dién” vao céac chi quyén, éng di phong ép qu;én vao rong va dan
niém phong di giao cho 6ng th truong canh gi. Cac éndiy déu phai nga & triéu phong
dé ngay mai chu chrc nha vua cim vin.

Van Hac va céc éng 4 ra khoi ciradién thi twi toi mit. Ludn thé chang ni tat ca may
ngudi cung \ nha top minhan com. Trong ¢ dng rrou, ngrdi no doc van cho ngeoi
kia nghe, Bt thay moi nguoi déu phuc van chang c6 nidu y kién 13i lac hon ci. Nguoi ta
lai cang tin Bng dinh nguyén & phai vé chang.

Ludn hai hém sau, chang véaiyndng tin msi lan luot dat nhaudi choi cac danh tng
gan day dé chy nghe tin trugn 10. Bung chang #n chic mam rang: reu khdngdo bang
nhan, tham hoajiag phii do dén nh giap tén 9.

Chiéu hdm thir ba, changhrorng cung bn 6dng 4 trd chuyn vuidua, Bng thy co6 hai
tén linh vac heo va gon@rxg X0 vao trong nha. Sau khéhqua tén chang,dlién dua
chang nbt manh gy chir diu son do chée. Té ra c&hh aia vién dd séat sadi nd chang,
khéng bét 1a vi viéc gi.

Céi gongo tay ngrdi linh lién ghép ludn vaodechang, éi ho diéu chang € giama nguc
H6 Thanh. Cac & oong 9 ai ding throng hai va kinh .
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L éu chdng (1939) — Cirong 21 (Het)

M ot 1an nita, a1 bang Tién KEu lai dtng lam dngd hdng se duyén cho con gai Ut 6ng
db Van Trinh. Cling bao 1au fta, cd gai ngoan ngoan va ngay ttd < thanh ra ba éi
tudng aia 6ng & Cung.

Nhung lan ndy khéng pii do ¢ cu bang chi trrong nhr méi nhan duyén cod Ng. Pay |4
tu y cu Mén Trdc Lam. Tr khi Béc Cung néi c6 tindd cir nhan,d Ha Noi va Son Tay
ciing ¢6 nhéu ngroi goi ga con gai cho chang. Tron@ 80, c6 ngroi hién duong lam
quan, c6 ngoi ndi tiéng ar phu, khéng ai 1a nham theong.

Nhung theo y @ Mén, thi viéc kén clon nang dau drcdt ¢ nguoi va rét, roi ¢ phicdic
cua cha m, chr sy pha quy thi khdngan Iam. Vi 1a an than éa 6ngdé Van Trinh,
trude kia a1 van thuong throng dén choi, da c6 bét mit c6 Bich cho nénwemdi tir chbi
cacdam, i cu cdy cu Bang lam néi cd nay chaddc Cung.

Vi Boc Cung, dngio, bado déu khong & gi. Neu chang bi co Bich tr khi chrado, 6ng
bg‘;\ ding vui long @, huong chi bay g chang 4i maéi do cir nhan. @ nhién éng ba khong
hé tir choi nura loi.

HOm nay la ngayin hoi, 6ngdd ngh minh hém hoi ki da twi gia, it khi cé dp duoc gap
anh em 6 giao, cho nén khi i nhan nhyi nha trai, 6ng c6 cho éhmay 6ng kan gia gin
d6 dén choi voi minh. T ldc nira bubi, cu nghé Qgnh Lam, @ cir Lién Tri, a cir Mai
Dinh, thiy ndo & ndy, da cungdén ci. Ho ndi, ho ngaai ciing duong hic tuc kéo vao.
Trong nha it 1a tp rap.

Chi c6 ¢6 Ngc sic mat van buon ruoi rugi, nhiéu lic nréc mat chay quanh, c6 khi 1én
vao trong béng, kn dung trén girong heng mit khéc thim. La vi tizdc day kiy ngay,
nQuo day té cua cd thuéli theo Hu Van Hc vao kinh, wa & bao cho ¢6 It tin chong
bi bat vao ngic. Thit 1a sétdanh bén tai@ng khong & bang Lucay mat mii cd khong
con gic mau, chan tay cé rudm cp, trdng ngrc cddanh thinh thinh, kng cwbng co
voi hoi han vi a5 gi ma chang itbat. Nhung ma ai bit? Chinh changimg con chra bit,
hudng chiday té caa chang. Ongo badd cu)ng quit lo &, lap trc cho ngroi sang lang
bao Nguyén ndi &i ba dng va anh em K Au. Bénay duoc tin, ¢i nhadéu kinh khing.
Ba Ging kéu khoc nt mua nhr gio.

Ngay sang hém sau, Tiéndhg lién phii thué ngroi cungdi véi minh vao kinhdé xem
tinh dau ra sao. Ty tro Tiém Hngdi duoc mbt 1at, cd Ngc ding ©i Bao Nguyén, roi
nguoi trong trﬁy déu phai giat minh. Vi khéng kit raing co kit dau di bao gy, ma bay
gio da sangien dé. Thi rademay, cO nhirng néngdong nong rat chi mudn biét ngay tin
tic cia ckong, cho nén @i dau canh t cdda cip non radi, cbt vé nha cldng dé xin
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phép ne va anh cho minh vao Kduhim chbng. Nhing ba Gng va Hi Au, Poan Bing
déu khodng king 1ong chati. So rang than gai 8m treong 6 the xay ra nhéu ar nguy
hiém. Va ching da c6 Tiém Kngdi réi, cdng véc thé nao § co tin \& khdng én phii
thém ngroi di nira.

C6 ding biét thé 1a phii. Nhung ngh dén chbng b giam, khéng Hit toi | ra sao, thi gan
rudt co tr nhién thy nhu lra chit, o ar khoc i, khoc oi, khéc khong dt tiéng. Hai
Au, Poan Bing tuyda Ht sec khuyén gii, nhung ding khdng ngn duoc noi thuong tam
cia em dau. Quéta wn khoc @a coda khdng con éing, thi cé ngoi nhad bén Van
Trinh sang bi co coday khéng. La vi laati ¢d khdng kp noi wi 6ngdd, badd, dng ba
khong bét rang condi dau, nén phi cho ngroi sang tim. Hi Au, Poan Bing tic thi giuc
cb phii vé Van Trinh, Ko nita 6ng ba lo ng. T day, subt ngay sét dém khong ray khi
CO 10 moC mét... chi mudn moc ngaydoéi canhdé bay vao kinh xem dng thé nao.

Truéc céi tai an... aia € va sr thé thim cia con, 6 nhién 6ngio, badd ciing déu dau
X0t vO han. Boi vi dng ba bay @i dddéu minh gia éc yeu ch c6 w chdng Van Hic lam
vui cho @nh ring quéi chiu hém. Nu chang btoi, tat nhién giadinh € phai tan nat,
ma 16i céng VEc trim nim aia minh @ng kho co6 ngoi kha di trong @y. Cho néntt
hémdugc tin Van Hc bi bit, 6ngdd ciing nhr badd, 10c ndo @ngu rau rau, cé kia b
ca an uwdng.

Dang B 1€ hoi co Bich, 6ng baung khong bay &n linh dinh lam gi. Trong nhéwong
c6 et thuong, ai con bng ch nao ma nghdén chuyén vui mrng? Nheng vi trot nai
khéach khira tir truée, hodn di, so c6 ngin tré cho visc tot lanh diadéi tré sau nay. Vi té,
ong ba dng phai mién ardng giir diing ken di. Nhung viéc @ ban, thi chsra san mot
céach ho thao, khéng c6 hoa hoe géth

Céac @ bé an aia 6ngdd, lic tneée, déu chra biét tin Van Hac bi nan, khi thiy 6ngdd
noi chuyén, ai ding co ¢ ai naai. Nhat 14 ax bang Tién Keu lai cang lo thay chodt tro
minh. Vi a1 biét chang clra Kt céi tinh tr phu caa twi tré, néu nhr trong baidinh dbi
ma c6 cb nao ndi ngdng, lam cho fihy triéu dinh, thi khdng khéodsi toi nang. Roi
cac @ lan lugt phong dodn cai 6 Van Hac hi bat. Cu nay o pham hady, @ kia bio
chang lam &n trai y nha vua, céudai db 1a changiadi vao ctb cim dia. Rt hi, chang
ai dam cHc loi cua a1 ndo lading.

Gan trea, ngoai san 10 10&n vao ndt ddy mam thau phkhan do di theo ndt Id qua tron
son son. @ Mén Triic LAm va b nha traida cﬁn 2 vat sang cho nha géi, 6ng 8ui Bbc
Cung ding phii c6 mat trongdam. By gio ¢d ban wvra xong. Sau khi nha tréa ngﬁl yén
chd, 6ngds lién khin 4o l1én nha thcang,dé cho changérlam €. Vé6i nha naybéc
Cung tuy khéng pdi 1a ngroi xa la, nheng khidéng vai ch &, chang éng khéng ki
co w bén lén ngrong nghu.

Page 231 of 237



Thoang nhirboc Cung, ¢ Ngc nhy ngaydén chdng, mau ét lai himg hec nhr sip boc
|én. Vi sy & co ar gi, £ thanh gan quai congdad vui mrng aia em, c6 pii uong Mai
nudc 1a cho ngc do nong.

Nghe tin Van Hc hi bit, Déc Cung nng ©i chan tay, §c mit tu nhién xamdi, nhu
nguoi vira qua mt tran khing khiép. Ci nha xtim 4i hoi chang & chuyén Van Hc ¢
kinh. thng chang @ng khong bt [Am. Vi xong k' dé nhi, changda léndudng \é Bic
roi, con bét chuyén tro trongay ra sao.

Tan ba tan ché, khach kira hy mac bit dau usng rrou. Cau chugn Van Hc thanh nmt
dau dé cua a bira tiéc. Hiu hét cAc mam, mam nadieg néidén chang lam cho 6ndp
cang thém lo pin, tuy ngi tiép khach ning ngoai tng mdi chao, 6ng khéng noi thém
mot cau nao khéc.Cbang Tién Kéu, ay nghé Qynh LAm va a ca Lién Tri tuyda thi
nhau pha trodé cho quang anh vui thém, song ma trérétivan co ndt vé bé bang.

Ruou dén nira chrng, ngoai éng nghe c6 éng ngroi 1éo xéo:

— A cau thi khoada !

Tiép lubndén tiéng bado:

— Ay kia! Anh thi vé that kia kia! Lai ca cc bac #ng sang cbi nita. Quy hoa cina kia!
Ca nhadd x0 ra san. C6 Ne¢ dwong nim lan l6c trong bang, khong kp ngh dén 18
phép, cd Gi nhay phit XUOng dat, dm b dau rii ruoi ra thim. Qua ding 1a Van Hc va
Hai Au, Poan Bing, Tiém Hng nghénh ngang 6m véng va édm cangiua léndau
cong.

D6 ai t dugc tam tang cd Nac ltcay. Néu khong caiong khach b hango trude mit
c6 khi c6 & ngh 1a minh Am chiém bao thy chong.

Sau khi véi chaoching, 6ngdd va cac @ nghé @ cir, anh em Van bt ngi vao chéc
ghe bo khong gian enh. Khach kita hp mac ai & chd ndy. Tiéc ruou phii hodn ndt luc,
dé cho céac ¢ hoi chuyén Van Hc.

Thi ra chang & vira khsi Nambinh thi gip Tiém Hng. Anh em ciingén Bao Nguyén
tur toi hdm qua.

Bénay ciing biet hom nayan hoi cé Bich, cho nén sang nayitAu phai sai thué nay

chiéc cangde Van Hac sang ngay bén nay cho oty badd yen long va bo Boan Bing,
Tiém Hongdi choi véi minhdé mirng nha trai, nha gai luénah
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Ongdd bay gio rat 1a vui . Sot sang ong gic bung mamdé anh em Van bt Llong
rugu. Ngoi thr trong téc lai phai d6i lai. Hai Au tiép cac a. béc Cung, Van Hc ngi
voi Boan &ng Tiém Hing

Cu bang vra nang chénuyu vira nhin Van Hc:

— Thé anhdugc tha tr bao gb?

Van Hac 1€ phép:

— Bam thay, con chi bi giam hai ngaytén ngay thi ba thidugc tha ra.

Pén luot cu nghé Qgnh Lam:

— Vay thi ciu d6 hay ng?

Van Hac tuoi cuoi:

— Bam oy, con kng twt, va ki cach @ thu khoa.

Ongdd to vé ngac nhién:

— Anh kL t6i gi?

Van Hac van tuoi nhu hoa:

— Thua thiy, vi doan tra o1 cau i “tri ngdn drdng khi”, con..da ding 4m bbn chi...
chaing may cauié bi quanbdéi Poc tim ra, ngai kn tau \6i hoang thrgng, xin giaadinh
nghi. Vi vay con moi bi bat.

Ongdd phan nan:

— P& vao thidinh ma khéng It nhitng caida.

Cu bang hi tat:

— Vay anh c&duoc thi hrong nira khéng?

Van Hac thua:

— Bam thay cOa.
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Ngoai &éng bbng c6 téng hoi rat toi ta:

— Anh thi khoada \é day chra?

Theo sau €ing néi, Ngugn Khiac Man vei chiéc nén dra quai ha kach It khu tén vao
trong ®ng. Van Hc voi vang chy radén moi. Sau khi Klac Man vai chaodt ca cac a,
06ngdo lien bao ngroi nha hy thémdiia bat ndi thay ngoi vaoi bon Van Hc, béc Cung.
Vira nang chénuou, Khic Man vira trong Van Hc:

— Sang hom qua, tdirgc tin anh b bat & Hué, dadinh sang nay sarigao Nguyeén bi
tham. May saaién chiéu hém quadi thay noi anhda \é, téi doan ctic ring ngay nay th
nao anh &ng co nat ¢ day. TH madang thit. Vay anh vaaiinh ra sao? C6 ghthat anh
bi bat hay la ngroi tadon nham?

— T6i b bat that day.

Van Hac vira ndi ra rét thémwou vao chéoan Bing, i mot 1an nira changtemdau
dudi cau chugn minhg kinh ké cho Khic Man nghe. Klic Man ra gbng vui mrng:

— Ching qua @ng ti s6 anh clraduoc hét ng truang ¢, cho nén i gan quai ra th
Nhung ar nhu tai hoc cia anh, thi thi lGc nao cé&kio ngay lacay. Mien la anh con
duogc di thi. Chang lam gi ma pdi chan ran.

Van Hac ch cuoi khéngdéap. Khic Man tiép:

— Khén ran! Than anh nghé Long bayogingi ¢dang throng chy!

Van Hac, Bdc Cungdéu t ra v kinh ngc:

— Anh ta lam sao?

Khic Man dap:

— Vra m5i ¢6 cH phai di tién quan hju luc.

Cu nghé Qynh Lam thoang nghe céid lién hoi:

— Ong ta Ngugn noi ai phii di tién quan hju hec?

Khic Man khiém 6n:
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— Bam a, anh nghé ¥n Khoa chuing toi.

Ongdd, voi dat chén trgu xubng mam:

— T6i msi nghe néi dndly dadi tri phi Thudn Thanh kia ma?
Khac Man thea:

— Bam vang. Nim ngodi anhiy duoc bo tri phu Thuan Thanh, Bi dau thang tr ddi ra tri
phi Hai Ninh. Bay gio duong c6 giic khach géy nhiéu ¢ viing duyén &i, triéu dinh c6
phaidai binh ra tBu, anhiy ciing phii cam quandi danh ndt mit. Ching ngy gap phai
to&n giic rat kiét hiét, giao chén mot tran, bao nhiéu linh trang éhgan hét. Anhay chi
con ot thly mot tro trdn vé. Viéc d6 tau vao trong téu, triéu dinh chéu luat “ngd that
guan ©” dadinh ti toi dang nhr quan phap. Sau athhoang tlrgng c6 long nhanitmai
giam xudng ©i “ti én quan héu lyc”.

Cu cir Lién Tri ding hoi:
— CO thit thé khong?
Khic Man dap:

— Bam that thé a. T6i vira chvi ¢ Van Khoa sangidy. Gr nhu cu ¢b néi lai, thi trudc day
muoi ngay, anh nghé Londg phii giai vao Quing Namdé xungdoi tién phongdanh
moi Thach Bich.

Van Hac phan nan:

— Nghé Long @ing la mdt bac théng minh c6 tai,du dugc tiing tri viéc doi, chic $
thanh ra mt nguoi dai dung, c6 the gilp dan gidp adc dugc nhidu viéc. Nheng ma bay
gid vira msi thi dd, con la nét anh théu nién thr sinh, gin nradoi nguoi chi duoc
nghién ngdm kinh ngha tho pht, chra nghe #ng stiingdn ndo. Tk ma nkit dan phii di
cam quandanh gic.

Ca dam nghe tin, anmg ngal cho Trén bing Long. Mt troi ta ta, téc vira tan, onqto Vi
mung Van Hic dugc e, mwn lwu tit ca khach kia o lai den mai. Nhrng ma cace s
rang Van Hc di xa msi vé, chic trong minh con &t nhoc, réu lai thac thémdém rira,
khéng khéo c6 khiithénh, cho nén aidy déu khat dén ngay cho eéi cd Bich § lai dén
choi.
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RoOi d6 cac @ va hy nha trai ii luot ra 6. Hai Au, Poan Bing, Tiém Hng, Khic Man
cing h cu bang Tién Keu hat phai sang clii bénay. Quang énh trong nha laay lai
binh thh nhr moi khi.

Nguoi nha hn dep vira xong, thi i vira Hi.

Ongdd, badd vi miy dém tirée thire ludn, cho nédémay, sau khi bi han Van Hec it
cau, @ haidéu di nga trugc. O nha ko chi c6 cd N@c véi chang.

Dugi anh sanguc o cia ngn dénday dau, cd tréng nit ching tuy \aNn tuoi tré nhue xua,
nhung vi nﬁy thangan gié ram srong, da tlit ciing cé xanh xaoﬁgy sut fon lic o nha,
bung cé At bin khain theong hai. Khi nghe chang &lai nhiing mi nguy hém & doc
duong, thi cb throng x6t khdng kit chirng nao, co luc hai hangréc mit chay ra chan
chira. Roi ¢d WO vao vai chang va noiahg giong au ¢m:

— CH vi t8i muwbn duoc 1am ba tham, baahg, suyt ka 1am cho cbng téi ckét oan. Minh
co6 gin téi hay khéng?

Van Hac mim cuoi:

— Gian lam chi. Lam ko nguoi ta nhr thé, ai ma khéng gin?

C6 ding dap hi bang ni cuoi béngdua:

— Théi tr gio tre di, téi khéng it minh thi @ nita, xin minh vidt gian 1am lanh.
Rdi ¢ lang sang chudn khac:

— Luc nay tdi nghe nhbac ti Min n6i 6ng nghé Long @hdi “ti én quan hiu luc” phai
khong?

Van Hac dap:
— Phii. Toi nghiép! Téi thuong anhay qua cling.
C6 phan nan:

— Chet chira, 6ngay lung sic hoc tro, ma phi di vao nhitng cib moi ro ma thiéng néc
doc thi chu sao Bi?

Thinh linh nglidén cau Kéu cia minh béiduoc ngay trge, cd lén doc cho cléng nghe.
Van Hac lai cuoi va hoi:
Page 236 of 237



— Minh c6 nlé cai bai “nhan ngadm”i@a ax Nguyén Céng Ttr khéng?
C6 ng» ngin:

— Baidy thé nao? Toi chradugc nghe bao i

Van Hac gat gudap:

— Baidy nhu vay:

“Ngoi réi ma trach 6ng xanh,
Con vui mwn khoc, bdn ténh &i cwoi,”

CO arép nhoi:
— THé thi tdi biét. Con Bn cau rira thé nay: Va co th thé doc tiép:

“Kiép sau xin ch lam ngeoi,

Lam cay thonghrng gira troi ma reo.
Giwra troi vachda cheo leo,

Ai ma chiu rét thi tréo vi théng”

Bdy gio démda canh ba, én b khdng con ting dong. Vang tring ving vic nhom vao
ctra 9, nhr cing thém g twrongdac aia @ép vg chong chung mt tam ron.

HET
Ng6 Tat To
Nguon: Ban K thudt seu tam ti link nay: https://vi.wikisource.org/wiki/L%E1%BB%81u_ch%C3%B85

LW

Fe

[1] Tleng oi chung bp ngroi binh dan trong lang th trudc
[2] C6 6ng, © ba: cha, racua cac lc dd tir cir nhan té 1én
[3] Nguyén vin ding trén b&o Téi vu va xuit ban 1an dau (1941, NXB Mai linh) khéng c6 ci “cac”
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