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Mua Giang sinh
Tim hiéu Ngay “Sinh Nhat” cua Chua Gié-su Ki-td

Tai Hoa Ky, cir sau 1& Ta On (Thanksgiving) nhiéu gia dinh va nha hang bat dau trang
hoang trong nha, cling nhu trude cira nha dé chuan bi vao mua L& Lén: Pai LE Giang
sinh va nim méi sap t6i. Mot cach don gian chung ta thuong hiéu L& Giang sinh 1a ngay
1é mung “Sinh Nhat” (Birthday) cua Chua Gié-su va ngay 25 thang 12, 2005 nay 1a ngay
sinh nhat thr 2005 cta Chtia Gié-su. Tuy nhién, nghién ctru lich sir vé ngay 18 nay, chiing
ta thay co nhiing diéu khong han don gian nhu vay.

Mot chiit lich sir on ciru d.

Theo truyén thong Do Thai ma nén tang 1a Thanh kinh Cuu U'éc, sau khi t6 tong (Thuy
t6) loai nguoi 1a 6ng A-dong va ba E-va sa ngd pham t6i, lién bi mat an nghia v4i Thién
Cha (Sdach Sang Thé 3:23). Tuy nhién vi “Thién Chta da dung nén con ngudi theo hinh anh
ctia Chua” (ST 1:27) Ngai khong dé con ngudi phai an phat doi doi, nén Ngai di hta ban
mot Pang Ctru Thé dén dé ciru chudc t6i 18i nhan loai (ST 3:15) va danh hiéu ciia Ngai 1a
“Pang Ctru Tinh” (Messiah). Nguyén ngir trong tiéng Do Thai thi “Messiah” c6 nghia 1a
“Déng duoc xire dau”. Theo thoi tuc cla nguodi Do Thai thi ai dugc chon lam “Vua”, lam
“Tién tri” (Prophet), lam théy “Tu T&” déu dugc phong chic chinh thire bang viéc xirc
dau (thanh) (dau 6-liu) trén dau. Danh tir “Messiah” chuyén dich qua tiéng Hy Lap la
“Christos”. Danh tur “Christos” chuyen sang tiéng La-tinh 13 “Christus” va sang tiéng
Phép, tiéng Anh 13 “Christ”, T1eng Viét Nam (theo cac ban dich Thanh kinh cua Cong
gido, va cac sach dao dirc) chuyén dich 13 “Ki-t6” (hay Ky-t).

Theo Do Thai gido thi ding “Messiah” (Ki-t0) chua t6i ciru d6 Dan Ngai. Hang nim
nguoi Do Thai van dén bén birc “Tuong Khéoc” dé cau nguyén xin “bang Ciu B§” dén.

Theo Ki-t6 Gido thi “Pang Ki-t6” di giang sinh, va khi Ngai sinh ra thi duoc dit tén 1a
“Gié-su” (Jesus) theo nhu 10i st than truyén tin cho Maria, me Ngai, di bao trudc (Xin
xem Phiic am Lu-ca 1:31 va 2:21). Danh tir “Gié-su” theo nguyén ngtt Do Thai c6 nghia la
“Péang Thién Chta Ctru P, sau d6 hiéu 1a “Pang Ciru PO” (Savior). Vi Chua “Gié-su”
chinh 13 “Pang Ki-t6” Thién Chiia di hira, nén tén Ngai thuong dugc goi 14 “Gié-su Ki-
t0”. Thanh Phao-16 trong cac tho gui cac giao doan thuong dung danh hleu “Gié-su Ki-
. Chung ta cling nén luu y 1a vao thot xua mot ngudi chi ¢ “tén goi”, chua c6 “tén ho”
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va “tén dém”; nhung c6 nhiing “tén hiéu” ghép vao “tén goi” trong mot sd trudng hop,
nhat 13 trudng hop cta cac vua chia hay cac “Danh Nhan”. Theo Kinh thanh, Chua Gié-
su cling dugc goi 1a “Emmanuel” hay “Immanuel” (P4 Lu-ca 1:23). Danh tir “Emmanuel”
trong tiéng Do Thai c6 nghia 14 “Thién Chua ¢ cing chung ta”. Danh hiéu “Emmanuel”
da duoc Tién tri Isaia (740-687BC) n6i dén (Sach Isaia 7:14).

Chua Gié-su sinh ra nam nao?

Nam Thién Chua giang sinh lam nguoi dugce ké 1a nam thir nhat theo lich chung ching ta
dung hién nay; nhu thé sinh nhat cua Ngai da chia doéi lich sir nhan loai.

Theo lich sit Thanh kinh thi tir “tao thién l1ap dia” dén nam Chua giang sinh duoc goi la
“Thoi Ky Cuu Udc” va tir nam Chua giang sinh tro vé sau dugc goi 1a “Thoi Ky Tan
U6c”. Theo lich chung chung ta dung hién nay thi trude thdi Chaa giang sinh goi 1a
“trudc Cong Nguyén”, thuong ky hi¢u 1a B.C. “Before the birth of Christ” va tir ndm
Chua giang sinh cho dén ngay “tan thé” thi goi I “sau Cong Nguyén” thuong ky hiéu 1a
A.D. “Anno Domini” “Theo ndm cua Thién Chua”.

Nhu vay ngay 25 thang 12 nam 2005 nay ching ta mung sinh nhéat thir 2005 cua Chua
Gié-su Ki-to. Tuy nhién vi cac nha lam lich lac du tinh 1dm nén nim Chua Gié-su giang
sinh bi 1éch di mat 6 hodc 7 nam. Néu tinh ding thi ndm 2005 s€ phai la nam 2011 (hoac
2012). No6i mot cach khac, don gian hon, thi vao nim 2005 nay tudi ctia Chta Gié-su da
12 2011 (hodc 2012) [nam].

Ly do cua viéc “tinh 1Am” nay 1a vi vao thoi xwa nguoi ta chua co lich chung nhu ngay
nay, nén thudng tinh nim theo tridu dai ctia cac vua nhu “Poi Vua Hung Vuong thi
187... chéng han, hodc theo mot bién cb lich st nao d6 nhu ndm Tan Thuy Hoang ra 1énh
xay “Van Ly Truong Thanh” chang han. Céc thanh st khi viét sach “Phtc 4m” hay “Tin
Mimg” ciing dung nién hiéu cac vua cling voi nhimng bién ¢6 lich st nao d6. Thi du:
Thanh Mat-théu viét: “Khi Chua Gié-su ra doi tai Bé-lem, mién Giu-dé-a, thoi vua Hé-r6-
dé tri vi...” (xin xem PA theo Thanh Mat-théu 2:1...). Thanh Lu-ca viét: “vao thoi Hoang Dé
Au-gus-t6 ra chiéu chi Kiém Tra dan S4... Khi Giu-se va Maria dang & Bé-lem, thi Maria
dén ngay sinh con...” (xin xem PA Lu-ca 2:1...)

Khi Chua giang sinh thi nuéc “Do Thai” (vung Palestina) dang dudi quyén “do ho” cua
Pé Qubc Ro-ma. Lic d6 Bé Quoc Ro6-ma dang cai tri nhiéu ving rong 16n, bao gom ca
ving Trung Pong. Hoang Pé Ro-ma lic d6 13 Au-gus-td. Con vua Hé-ro-dé chi 1a mot
“tiéu vuong” thay mit hoang dé Ro-ma cai tri mién Giu-dé-a (phia nam Palestina) va nha
vua khong phai 14 ngudi Do Thai. Ving dat Palestina (noi nguoi Do Thai sinh song thoi
d6) gdm ba mién: Ga-li-1é (Bic), Samaria (Trung) va Giu-dé-a (Nam). Thanh Bé-lem noi
Chua giang sinh va thi 46 Gié-ru-sa-lem nam phia nam thudc Giu-dé-a. Vua Hé-ro-dé
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nay thuong duoc goi 1 vua “Hé-ro-dé Ca” (Herod the Great) dé phan biét véi Hé-ro-deé
“Antipa” la con. Vua “He-r6-d¢ Ca” 1a nguoi da tiép kién cac nha dao si “phuong déng”
dén triéu yét, dé hoi duong dén chiém bai vi vua méi sinh ra (Mat- theu 2:1...). Cling nha
vua ndy da ra 1énh “giét cac hai nhi méi sinh tir hai tudi trd xudng...” (xin xem thém PA Mat-
théu 2:1...). Theo cac sir gia thi nha vua nay chét vao nim 4 trudc Cong Nguyén, tic 1a sau
khi Chta Gié-su sinh ra churng 3 hay 4 nam (vi Chua Gié-su sinh ra vao nam 6 hay 7
trudc Cong Nguyén, do nha lam lich tinh 1dm niam, nhu d4 noi trén) Khi Thanh Giu-se
nghe tin nha vua da chét, lién dem Puc Maria va Chua Hai Nhi tré lai qué huong (PA Mat-
théu 2, 19...) (Nhu vay 1a Thanh Giu-se, Me¢ Maria va Chtia Hai Nhi Gié-su cling da phai
trai qua mot thoi “di cu” séng noi “dat khach, qué nguoi” nhu nhiéu nguoi Viét Nam
ching ta hién nay!).

Riéng vé Hé-ro6-dé “Con”, 6ng 1a nguoi da ra 1énh xir tram Thanh Gio-an Tién Ho (P/f
Mat-théu 14:4). Nha vua nay ciing 1a nguoi da “Rat mung r& khi gap mat Chua Gié-
su...” (P4 Lu-ca 23:6...) khi Nguoi bi bat va dang bi xir an.

Néu tinh theo triéu dai Hoang Dé R6-ma Au-gus-td, thi Chia Gié-su sinh ra vao “doi
Hoang Dé Au-gus-t6 thir 20”.

Thuc ra ngudi chi truong 14y ndm Chua Gié-su sinh ra 1a nim I dé bat dau Cong Nguyén
13 ong Di-0-ni-si-6 (khoang nim 556) d3 tinh 14m nam sinh ctia Chia, vi dng cin cit vao
nam x4y dung thanh R6-ma va tinh 13 Chua giang sinh vao cubi nim 753 sang nim 754
(sau khi thanh 13p thanh R6-ma) 1a nam Chua giang sinh, tic 1a ndm I cua Cong Nguyén.
Nhung sau nay céc sir gia va cac hoc gia Kinh thanh va lich st D& Qudc Ro-ma nghién
ctru lai cac thoi dai Hoang Dé Au-gus-t6 va vua Hé-ro-dé Ca moi thay 1a Chaa Gié-su
phai sinh ra sém hon khoang nim 746 hay 747 sau khi thanh 1ap thanh R6-ma, va vi thé
nim sinh ctia Chiia bi ghi hut di mét 6, 7 tudi va cling vi thé ming sinh nhat ciia Chaa
ndm 2003 chinh ra da 1a ndm 2009 (hay 2010). Tém lai, nam Chta Gié-su Ki-t6 giang
sinh.

*Cach thoi cia Abraham: 21 thé ky;

*Cach Maisen vdi cong cudc xuat hanh khoi Ai Cap: 13 thé ky;
*Cach thoi ba Ruth va cac thim phan: 11 thé ky;

*Cach thoi vua David dugc xttc ddu phong vuong: mot ngan nam;
*Cach nam dai hoi Olympics dau tién: 776 nam (bai Hoi thir 194);

*Khodng 747 nam sau khi thanh 1&p Thanh R6-ma.
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(Quy vi c6 thé xem thém tai liéu trong cac sach chu giai vé Kinh thanh hodc doc phan
Dan Nhip vao Kinh thanh Tan U'6c trong cac ban dich Kinh thanh cua Linh Muc Nguyén
Thé Thuén; hodc ctia Nhom Phién dich Cac Gid Kinh Phung Vu; hoac trong The New
American Bible; hodc trong Bible de Jé-ru-sa-lem).

Chitia Gié-su sinh ra ngay nao?

Poc tiéu sir ctia cac “vi nhan” trén thé gidi thoi xua, ching ta thuong khong thay néi dén
ngay sinh; chang han Socrate (khoang 470-399 BC) hay Platon (khoang 428-348 BC),

v.v. Ngay céc cu trong tudi ctia nguoi Viét Nam chang ta bay gio, nhiéu vi cung khong
nhd “ngdy sinh, thang dé” ctia minh; nhiéu cu chi nho la tu6i “Mui” hay tudi “Thin”.
Ngay ca ngay thang nam sinh cta cac cu trén gidy khai sinh ciing khong dung han... Ngay
sinh ctia Chua Gié-su ciing khong dugc ghi lai day du trong cac sach Phuc 4m (Tat nhién
Chua Gié-su ciing khong c6 gidy khai sinh hay s6 bo khai sinh...)

Nhung tai sao lai mirng ngay Chiia Gié-su ra doi vao 25 thang 12 hing nim?

Thuec ra, trong ba thé ky dau (cac Ki-t6 hitu chi hop nhau dé ky niém viéc Chua Gié-su da
chju dau khé, da chiu chét va da séng lai. Pidc biét tu hop vao ngdy thir nhit trong tuan
(Ngay Chua Gié-su song lai tir ¢di chét: xin xem PA Gio-an 20, 1...) va goi ngay nay la
“Chtia Nhat”. Viéc cir hanh phung vu ndy goi 1a “Nghi L& Bé Banh” (¥ n6i dén viéc cir
hanh nghi 1& “Thanh The”) (xin doc sach Tong P6 Cong Vu doan 2, cdu 42...). Trong nhu’ng
cudc “hop mat” nay, cac Ki-t6 hiru cung gap gd nhau, chia s¢ tinh than hiru va niém tin,
roi cting nhau cau nguyén va du “L& Thanh Thé” (Nghi Thirc Bé Banh). Luc dau chua co
cac “Thanh Puong”, nén thuong tiy tién hop mit tai cic tu gia hay noi ndo c6 thé duoc,
nhu tai “hanh lang Salomon” (THCV 5:12...). Tuy nhién vi¢c “Cir Hanh” nay cting khong
duoc déu dan, vi ngay tir lac dau cac Ki-té dd bi bach hai va xua dudi. Poc sach “Téng
D6 Cong Vu” (The Acts of Apostles), ta thay rd dicu nay: trong khi cac tong dd va cac tin
hiru ra suc rao giang “Tin Mung tinh thuong cua Chta cho moi ngu’(‘yi & moi noi ho sdng,
thi ho cling luon bi nhung thé luc thu nghich chong d6i va bach hai;” vi “bong téi ludén
thu nghich “anh sang”. Nhitng nguoi song theo * ‘thé gian” thi thu ghét nhirng ai séng
nguoc lai v6i 16i séng cua ho! Tat nhién “Thay” ctia minh 1a Chua Gié-su Ki-t6 da bi thu
ghét, bi bét, bi hanh ha va bi glet nhuc nha trén thanh gia, thi cac mon dé ctuia “Thay qua
cac thé hé déu ciing bi bach hai cach nay hay cach khac... Tuy nhién, trong ba thé ky dau
thi cac cudc bach hai rat dir doi ngay tai noi dat nudc qué huong cua Chua Gié-su va cac
tong do va sau d6 12 6 khap céc noi trong toan Pé Qudc Ré-ma. Hon nira, lic d6 chua co
cac to chirc “Bao Vé Nhan Quyen hay “Bao V¢ Ty Do Ton Gido”, nén cac nha cam
quyén tu do dan &p va tan sat cac tin hiru va cac vi Ianh dao tén gido cuia ho, bat ké & cac
chtic vu ndo. Thanh Phé-rd, vi Gido Hoang dau tién va cac Thanh Téng D6 déu bi giét,
trtir Thanh Gio-an thi bj luu day cho dén chét. Cac vi Gido Hoang tiép theo ciing nhu cac
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thanh phan trong gido hoi déu bi xua dudi, bi bat, bi ti day va bi giét tham khéc (nhét 1a
dudi thoi Hoang Be Né-ron).

Trong hoan canh cuc khé @6, cac vi 1anh dao va cac tin hitu tiép tuc gilr vimg dirc tin va
tiép tuc rao giang Tin Mung va hop mat cau nguyén va ctr hanh nghi 18 “Thanh Thé” bat
ctr lic ndo va noi ndo c6 thé duoc dé an Gi va nang d& 14n nhau trong cudc sdng durc tin
déy khé khin nhu thé. (X1in xem thém vé chuyén cac “Hang Toai Pao” “Catacombs” tai
Ro-ma ngay xua). Cho mai dén nam 313 khi mot Hoang Dé Ro-ma co tén 14 Constantino
Pai Dé (Constantine “The Great”) (280-337) (theo dao Cong gido, Me 1a Thanh Helene)
ky hiép udc Milan (Edit de Milan) dé bao dam quyén tu do ton gido, luc d6 gido hoi méi
dugc huong mot thoi ky an binh (Paix de L’Eglise) va luc do, cac Ki-t6 hitu moi duoc
huéng chut ty do dé thd phugng Chaa va cac thanh duong dugc xay cat, cac budi “hop
mat” cAu nguyén, hoc hoi Thanh kinh va cir hanh “Lé Thanh Thé” méi duoc thudng
xuyén hon... Tuy nhién dén nim 336 méi thay viéc cir hanh ngay Chia giang sinh
(Christmas Day) xuat hién trong lich phung vu cta Gido Hoi. Viéc mimg L& Giang sinh
ctia Chiia Gié-su chéc 1a tring hop véi viéc cac Ki-to hitu, khi da duoc hudng thoi gian
an binh dé séng dao, lién nghi dén viéc huéng vé qué huong ciia Chua, nhét 1 noi Chua
giang sinh 1a thanh Bé-lem va hanh huong kinh viéng va chung tay xay cat Bén Tho
Chua giang sinh tai Bé-lem vao nam 330.

Vi ngay Chua giang sinh khong dugc ghi 10 rang trong cac van kién lich st cting nhu
trong cac sach Phuc am, nén Giao Hoi da chon mot ngay thich hop 1a 25 thang 12 1a ngay
gan voi ngay dong chi (winter solstice), ngay ngan nhat da qua Va anh sang lai tro lai... va
vi thé céc dan toc Trung Dong thoi c6 hay mung “ngay anh sang” vao 25 thang 12; 10i
Giao Hoi muén thanh hoa ngay nay bang viéc kinh nhd ngay Thién Chua giang sinh “Pat
Troi Giao Hoa”. Nhu vay ngay 25 thang 12 khong phai la ngay c6 tinh cach lich sir ma
chi 12 ngay ky niém mimg Chua giang tran dé giao hoa véi nhan loai va loan bao tin
mung cuu dg (xin xem thém “Preaching the Lectionary” ctia R. H. Fuller). Pay chi 1a mdt
viéc lam theo “tién lgi”, tam vi nhu nhiéu cu khi & Viét Nam thi khong c6 thoi quen
mung ngay sinh nhat (b1rthday) (tat ca chi ming vao dip Tét). Nhu:ng dén Hoa Ky, gio1
tré thich song theo van hoéa dia phuong, da c6 thoi quen mung “sinh nhat”, va cting mudn
cac bac cha me c6 mot ngay dé mimng cho con chau vui vé trong gia dinh. Cac cu nio
khong nh¢ dugce ngay sinh nhat chinh thirc cia minh, da chon mot ngay nao do; ch'flng
han c6 cu chi nghe cha me n6i 1a minh sinh vao dip thang tdm mua bao, lién chon mét
ngay trong thang 8. C6 cu chi nhd cha me noi la sinh vao gitta mua gat (¢ ngoai bac thi
vao thang 5) nén chon mot ngay vao thang 5.Kéca viéc ngay g10 cua mdt sO vi trong gia
dinh cting khong thé dung ngay; nhiéu gia dinh c6 chéng con mat tich trong cudc chién,
khi biét chic 12 di chét, lién chon mot ngay dé kinh nhd (thuong hay chon vao ngdy nghe
tin mat tich...).
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Vi ngay mumg 1& Giang sinh vao 25 thang 12 hang nim khong xac thyc theo lich sir nén
thuong c6 nhitng ¥ kién chdng d6i; dic biét vao thé ky 17 tai Anh Qudc, nhitng ngudi
“Thanh Giao” (Puritans) di nd luc dé yéu cau x6a bo viéc mung 18 Giang sinh ctua Chua
Gié-su; nhung moi nd lyc déu thét bai, va viéc mimg Chia giang sinh vao 25 thang 12
hang nam van tiép tuc & Anh Qudc ciing nhu khap noi trén thé gidi. Hon nita, viéc ming
1& Giang sinh cta Chiia khong phai chi don thuan mimg ngay “sinh nhat” cia Chua, ma
con ¢ y nghia thiéng liéng chudn bi tim hon d6n Chua vao tim hon tin hitu, va ngay
Chua trd lai tran gian 1an th hai trong ngdy thim phan. Vi thé c6 gan mot thang dé tin
hitu chuén bi 18 Giang sinh, goi 13 “Mua Vong” (ngdy xua goi 13 “Mua Ap”) (Advent).
Mua Vong la mua Giang sinh khéi dau nién lich phung vu cua Giado Hoi, tiép theo la
“Mua Thudng Nién I”, r6i dén “Mua Chay” (Lent) dé chuan bj Pai L& Phuc Sinh va Mua
Phuc Sinh, rdi dén “Mua Thuong Nién II” kéo dai dén “Mua Vong” cho mot nién lich
phung vu moi.

Noi day chung t6i ciing xin néi thém 1a trudc 1€ Giang sinh 9 thang, Gido Hoi c6 mot
ngay mumng 1& dac biét goi 1a “Lé Truyén Tin” (Annunciation) dé ky niém gid phiit st
than Thién Chua béo tin cho Pirc Maria biét Thién Chtia da chon Ngai 1am ngudi duge
diém phuc cuu mang va sinh Pang Ctru Thé... Va Pic Maria di “Xin Vang” (xin xem
Phiic Am Lu-ca doan I, tir cdu 26...). Pay chinh 1a gio phut rat quan trong trong lich sir on
ctru d9, gid phat “Pat Troi Giao Hoa”, “Ngbi Loi da tré nén ngudi pham va cu ngy gitta
chung ta” (P4 Gio-an 1, 14). Chinh vi thé ma trong toan Giao Hoi c6 thoi quen “Nguyén
Kinh Truyén Tin” vao ba lac quan trong trong mot ngay: sang, trua, chiéu. Khi nghe
tiéng “Chudng Nguyén” moi tin hiru déu ngung cac cong viec dé nguyén kinh ° “Truyén
Tin” ma nhé dén gidy phut quan trong nay: “Va Ng6i Loi da nhap thé trong long Ptic
Trinh Nit Maria.” Rat nhiéu nhac si, thi st Cong gido cac noi da sang tic cac bai thanh ca
hodc cac bai tho dién ta gidy phut © huyen nhiém” nay; dan ctr nhu bai tho cta thi s Han
Mac Tu, bai “Theo Tleng Thién Than xua Kinh Chao” cia Hoang Diép, bai “L’ Annonce
faite a Marie” cua Paul Claudel (van hao Phap).

Ngay nay 1 Giang sinh (co6 noi goi 1a 1& “No-en” “Noel”) cang ngay cang lan rong di
khap noi, dén ca cac dan toc it c6 cac Ki-to hiru, va ngay ca cac nudc con dang dudi ché
do “cong san” nhu Cuba, Trung cong, Viét Nam, Bic Han ciing khong thé ngan can dan
chung ram ro ming 18 No-en. Pang tiéc 1a ngdy nay ngudi ta di “thwong mai héa” dip 18
nay ma lam giam di phan nao y nghia thiéng liéng cao ca. Tuy nhién diéu “lam dung” d6
cling khong thé 1am giam di tinh than mimng 1& dich thuc trong 1ong nhitng ngudi thanh
tam thién chi (Abusus non Tollit Usum) va ho dugc hudng “on phuc 10c” an binh trong
tam hon va trong gia dinh ho, nhu 10i cac Thién Than hat mimg trong dém Chia giang
sinh:

“Vinh Danh Thién Chua trén Troi,
Binh an dwdoi thé cho ngwoi thién tadm!”
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Kinh chic quy vi dugc hudng nhiéu on phuc 1oc cua Chua trong dip 1& Giang sinh nay,
va nhitng on phic d6 s& tran lan sang ndim mai, dem dén binh an that ctia Chua trong tim
hdn va gia dinh mdi ngudi chung ta, ciing nhu cho toan thé thé gisi va trén qué huong
dan tdc Viét Nam chung ta.

LM An-phong Trin Dirc Phuwong
(Cyu gido sw chung vién Simon Hoa)

Nguon: bkt doc bdo
hitp.//tinmung.net/Holiday/Christmas/Tim-hieu-GS/Ngay-sinh-nhat-cua-Chua. htm

Dang ngay Thir Hai, December 10, 2018
Ban Ky Thudt Khoa 104-72/SQTB/PD, bP11/TDIND, QLVNCH
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