Hoi ky Chién treong

Bist Kich Loi H6

Orchid Thanh Lé

G

Phu hiéu Biét Kich L6i H &

Spike Tosm ALABAMA
wward Opcration Base #1
S Bl Vietoam

Cowboy Khénh. Doan (dimg ngoai cing, bén phai, hang ;u)
trong todn thim sit ALABAMA.-Tién Doanh 1
Bai doc suy gm: Biét Kich L6i H qua “Huyén Thoai Biét Kich Cowboy cia tac gii Orchid
Thanh Lé.

‘

Xin vinh danh 8 cdng hién va hy sinh thm ling dia cac chin 9 Biét Kich L6i Ho
trong cng céic bao vé mién Nam Vit Nam.

Mot budi sang khi &p hoc bit dau, téi h&o lkc noi Wi ngudi sinh vién:

— T6i vira nkn dugc mot dién the cé thdng tin lién quandhd so ngay 28 thang 3
nam 1968 tr mot nguoi ky tén Cowboy Khanioan.
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Bat ngy anh sinh vién &t day tir ghé ngdi, chdm Ién phia trdc v6i vé mit rang :

— Cowboy Khantoanu? Chiing ta #p may bi vi s§ duoc thém nhiu thong tin Kru
ich. C06 co hit rang Biét Kich My thoi chién tranh VEt Nam khi nghetén tén
“Cowboy Khanhboan” thi ng mia kham phlic khéng?

— T6i ndo bét! Chang phii Cowboy chi [a mbt chang traitoi mi rong vanhdi ang co
gan miéng thépd gotdé thic ngra, mic quén jean Levi's hac quan da, adi ngua
gioi, hay tham giatiu sting va fn gioi bang a hai tay, ¥ng nrou trong quan oi
thuong xay ra cac cac xungdot dé sao?

— Chradu c6a. Rong hon, Cowboy con cé nga la ndt nguoi hung thich phiéudu
bat ké moi tinh hubng hiém nguy, theatudi mét nghé nghigp doi hoi sicc chiu dung
bén bi va long cantam phi throng; nhit 1a tir khi hang lat phim Hollywood & mién
Tay hoang da rdoi thi hinhanh chang ciin bo din dugc thay tté bang hinhanh bt
chang trai hanh Bp truong nghia chén dau chbng lai cai ac.

— Vay huyén thai Cowboy dia lich st My c6 lién quan gitén Cowboy Khanh
boan?

Nghe t6i thic mic, anh sinh vién tm aroi:

— Di nhién t6i c6 th ké cho ¢ nghe nimg dicu toi biet vé nguoi Biét Kich Lbi Ho
véi bigt danh “Cowboy” nay niing reu cd toi ngay nhan & chinh thi ching phii
nhieu ly tha kon sao?

Phai day, toi that sy muon biét vé Biét Kich Loi Ho noi chung va ngpi ¢ biét danh
Cowboy noi riéng. TAitt tim hieu sy qua \é Bi¢t Kich LOi Ho trudc khi lién he voi
nguol minh mwn chuyén tro.

Bdi canh thanhdp Biét Kich L6i HO bét dau tir dau nam 1964 khi My muon gitip
Viét Nam Gong Hoa kém soat va phady nhiing mit khu vaduong mon kb Chi
Minh ma Bic Viét dungdé chuyén quan va i khi véi y do thén tinh mén Nam.

Pé tranh vi plam luat 1& quiudc vé hiép dinh chén tranh giée € ky két tai Genéva

nam 1954, My thanh &p Bon Vi Nghién Gru va Quan Sat tlie Bo Chi Huy Tro

Giup Quan § Hoa Ky ¢ Viét Nam (Military Assistance Command Viethams Studies
and Observation Group — MACVSOG) ma tratignhirng thanh nién ke manh,

tinh nhg, da $ 1a ngroi NUng, duoc chon dé tré thanh Bét Kich Ldi H6. Viéc huan
luyén, lrong hréng, quan trang, quanidg dobon Vi Nghién Gru va Quan Satip

phat vadugc huong qui clé twong duong nhr nhitng quan nhankc Lugng Pic Biét

M¥$ phuc wu tai Viét Nam.
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Nhitng gi tdi bét vé Biét Kich Léi Ho qua itoi. Cowboy hi kiém 1i, kin ddo, khéng
dé khoi chuyén. Ngoai nlkng thong tin ong cungip ntam h tro céng tac aa Vin
Phong toidang tk giup, 6ng khdng 1o gi hon. Cwc nbi chugn quadién thaai véi
ong din dén diéu t6i mwn biét nhan it lich sr ndo ma Cowboy yéu thich tiigc
ong ta o1 bang cau bi ngugc lai:

— The chau c6 kit cuon phim “PT-109” ma trong6 chu thin trong nhan gt cuu
tong thong Kennedy vao th diém d6 mdi mang @ap bac trung ay Hi Quan?

— Da, c06 chi! Chau con nb sy kién PT-10948 di vao am nhc My vai sang tac mang
tén “PT-109” @ia Jimmy Dean.

Cudn phim dra trén i dung cau chudn that cua aru tHng thhing Kennedydugc sin
XUat tir nim 1963da di vao long ngrdi xem nhing éim
xUc nhit dinh. Cha chau tdi haodg i tiép nhau nhc
lai noi dung cau chudn:

“PT-109 la & kién chim tau phong ngléi ma thugn
treong 14 aru tHng thbng Kennedytang mang ap bac
trung Gy vao am 1943 thi Chién tranh T gi6i tha hai.
Sir ménh aia tau phong ngléi 1a di chuyén séat Wi mot
tau khu tnc Nhat Ban & Solomons trong bon@ltva sau
d6 tan cdng King ngr 16i. Sinh hat trong ving ckn ar ¢
Nam Thai Binh Drong luénday hiém nguy, kho kiin va théu thon. Tau PT-109i@
trung Uy Kennedy khdng c6 liéad bing vo tuyn, khdngduoc trang b dan duong
bang radar trong ltcittau khu tac Amagiri aia Nt Ban cit ngang qua i tau
theoduong chéo.

Page 3 of 18



“May chju nhén tao roi vy tyi minh chyp mot tam anh lam ky nigm &, Cowboy.”
(L& Cyu Thieu Tudng Eldon Bargewell)
Tir phai sang trai: Cyu Thiéu Tudng Eldon Bargewell, Cowboy Khanh Doan,
Dai Tudng John Mulholland, Biét Kich Ngé Nguyén

COLUMBIA|

[
lm an ALSO AVAILABLE @
ON SINGLE SB3SB

P.T.109an4a

WALK ON, BOY

Trung Uy Kennedy nga nhaoémg va vao vach rig thép. Hai thy thu mat tich.
Bay ngudi bi roi xudng viing bén day cé mip trong téng la hét hang lcan. Con 11
ngudi, ho bau viu vao vom tauidat Gp, [énhdénh & dém trén bin Théai Binh
Duong, xung quanh la cac hdao aia ké thu.

Khong thirc an, khdng moc udng, khong séng vo tiép, khong bé &u sinh, khong
thuoc men. ht ca da ki dat to tung trén mat bieén. Tau trdi chm ve phia nam. Khi
nhian thay tau gp chim, kb quyét dinh bs tau va loi vao hy. Trung Uy Kennedy dung
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rang gir day bwc phao ¢u sinh @a mpt thuy thu bi bong ning va cdng ngoi nay
trén krng, koi vé phia hondao cachdé gan sau ki-16-mét.

Ho mét Ia, kiét sc khi t6i duoc hondao hoang ¥ng. Ho phai bd vao céc i cay dé
trén tau Ga NHt. Tréndao khong c6 thc an, neée udng, khoéng co gi co htan

dung dugc nhim duy tri s sHng. Hondao & ndt cai [y tir thAin maduong kinh ch
von ven 91 mét. Trung Uy Kennedy cgiydinh hoi tir dao naydén dao khacdé tim
xem c6 tau PT nadi ngang qua khéng. Gucung, anhid din ¢ doi téi dao Olasana
va thiy tha doan PT-10%ugc aru thoat.”

Hién nhién & cin phimdaanh hrong sautam dén dinh hréng binh nghip cia
Cowboy: clon Biét Kich L6i Ho dé chién dau véi ké dich, Wi bénh tt, véi thién
nhién,dé cé kinh nghém muu sinh thoéat Bim, vadé duoc trui rén trong nghp vu
tinh bao va k thuat tac chén.

Nghe t6i ntit dinh nhin 1a c6 chung é1Hong Bang i 6ng va in ni 6ng I thém ¢
Biét Kich L6i Ho nham hiéu dang ron, Cowboy phi bat cuoi:

— Vay thi chul § bat dau tir ky niém dau tién lic gia nhp Biét Kich.

Ngayay chang trai ra dugc tuyén mo dang trong thi gian chy doi dé don vi tuyén
du quan $ cho trungdoi. Budi trua ngay ti ba ki S¢ Lién Lac, anh Ixéc vao khu
nhaan dén quiy lay thirc in bd vao khay va quay tim émgoi. Phong én phia ngoai
chat cang, ch con cd tréng trong phong nhdugc ngin boi birc trong cao ngang
thit lung c6 ng hiéu chir O gin trudc ora (khu wre danh riéng chaiguan)o xa
huéng tay plai. Véi khay thrc an trén tay, anktiém nhién xéc dén chd ngdi noi géc
tuong. Lic anh va kit dau an thi c6 anh nhadp ngroi My da ngim, kha to con én
dén ban anh.

— You cannot sit in this room. (Anh khédgoc ngdi trong phong nay.)
— Let me finish my lunch, please. (Xd4 t6i an tnra xong catia.)
Anh chang M xem chrng gén di, quéat Ién nhr ra knh:

— No. Stand up! Get out of the room now or I'll garyou out of here. (Khondyroc.
bung diy ngay! Brdc ra khldi phong ngay ing khdng tao thi cho may ra kbi day.)

Bat can. Ong ba ta c6 cau “Fr danh con tranh ring an”. Anh than nhién vra ngi

an vira nhy lai 101 cia may tay NOng dn nhau chmoi cachday mjt, hai hom: i
linh L&i H6 ma khdng ba gai lai kduoi vé khéngduoc nhan dau!”
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Thinh linh anh nhadp phéng 6i chop tay trai anktinh 16i tut ra khbi phong. \bi
phan tng tr nhién, ankiua tay 1éndd gat bang cach chit ngayding huyt noi cuom
tay aia hin ta clng lGc @n thé dirng diy tha cui chd tay conal ngay ngrc han trong
chép mit. Bon tring nk nhang niing hin da phii loang chang thi lui. Anh binh
than noi Wi han:

— You don’t have the right to do that. | must pobteyself. (Anh khongiuoc quyén
lam the. Toi bupc phai ty vé thoi.)

Tay phii anh véi cai gh sit dé thi than (ttit khdng wng phi cong laoia b me cho
di hoc v6 thut tir ¢ chin twi dé cuong trang than @), 1Uc nay c6 anh Mkhac ngi
cach hai badtng diy ndi to nhr hét:

— Take it easy, you guys! @chuyén 6n thdi, cac bn!)
R6i anh ta quay sang anh nhépb

— Let me take care of itB¢ t6i lo!)

Anh nha Bp xui lo, bo di.

Anh chang M méi nay khaing trén arsi 30 tuoi, tréng sanga, cao rao lam sao!
Anh ta hrng khay thirc an caa minh lxgc dén ban anh ngj, néi nang lich ar:

— May | sit here? (Toi rij day duoc chi?)
— Certainly! Puong nhién éi!)

— Are you a fresh soldier? | haven't seen you leefrinh mdi ha? Hoi naodén gio
t6i chua thay anh.)

Khéngdé anh Kp tra 16i, anh chang Ml dién trai tép tuc noi, “Théi ching ta noi
bang tiéng Viét di. Anh c6 bét day 1a phongin aia § quan khéng? Anh ndun lam §
quan ? Téi la Trung Gy krc Luong Biac Biét chinh dc, chiu trach nhdm tuyén mo
va huin luyén trungdoi tan binh nay, niing chra tim ra thdng ngén. Téi nghe anh
dbi dap wi anh John nhadp kha sanh sdidng My, nén cé th nao cho tdi nai
chuyén bay gb véi anh nlr mot cusc phong van khéng?”

Thé la cwbe phong Van bat ngd dién ra.Poan Van Khanh qué& Cheong Nghaboai,

gan Bui Chu, Phéat Bim, di ar vdo Nam cungéi gia dinh rim 1954. Khankiuoc

giadinh cho theo bc Phap ng cip tiéu hoc. Léndén trung hoc thi B Khanh, net

ngudi thue thoi, khuyén anh nén o theo kvc Anh ngr. Khanhda co tie huong mot

cuoc $Hng an phn: anh 1a con traioc nhit trong giadinh, c6 giy chirng nHin sic
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toc thieu 5 nén anhivgc mién dich. Tuy nhién, bn chit khi khai khong cho phép
Khanh cfap nkan nhr vay. Anh mwn lam nhém vy nguoi trai thoi chien bang cach
xép but nghién gia ritp Biét Kich hau d€ dang tkda chi tang bng.

Cudc dam thai thay cho pbng van két thic \6i bién kin ky nhin hoan chu§n tinh
trang b so caa Khanh i lam linh Bét Kich ch moi ba ngay thanh

lam théng ngdn. Khanhibdau 1am quen &i bé quan plc d6 beo /
natdong, mii banh to vé, va Kklu Revolvo (Ru-16hong dai va giay
dan (c6 nhétlan chung quanhdeo ling kng. Trong ra dang &t
Cowboy oai hung.

‘

T6i ndi tiép cupe ndi chugn bing cau bi:

— Chéu nghe néi tan binh @iKich L6i Ho dugc duadén hian luyén tai cac @n o
tien don haic ké bén cac #i Luc Luong Bac Biét doc theo hanh lang biéndjinhu
Khambuc, A-Shau, hay Khe Sanh, #tkhonga?

—bungday, nhung Trung Tam Hén Luyén Quyét Thang tai Long Thanh la ui trac
nghiém, tuyén chon lai va dip gidy chirng nkin mbi khéa hidn luyén cho Bét Kich
L6i Ho. Doi khi Biét Kich ding duoc goi dén cac quan trong khac éa Quan hrc
Viét Nam Gng Hoadé c6 ghy to phi lop chuy@n nganh. Nimg cin o huan luyén
nay tly théc vao muc tiéu dia cac nhim vy dé cung ép huén luyén cin thiét: Trung
Tam Huin Luyén Nhay DU thi dp bang di, Trung Tam Hin Luyén Biét Bong Quan
Duc My chuy&n hén luyén vé chién thuat hanh quan Bt dong nhr ritng ndi sinhdy
hay hanh quan &n tham, Trung Tam Hin Luyén Luc Luong Dic Biét tai Bong Ba
Thin phu trach hidn luyén day tr than, bin tia, van van.

— Biét Kich L6i H6 ciing nHin huin luyén cin ban trong tr nhue bao binh chng khéc,
phai vay khéng cha?

—Dai loai, huan luyén cin ban aia Biét Kich Loi Ho bao @m huan luyén vii khidu
loai, di hanh, éu thuong, min By, muu sinh, thoat Bim, phan tng ép tho, bat tu
binh, vo thidt cho é@n chién, thim chiddi lic c6 vd s tiéng tim ngai quc dugc
thué \é day.
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Cow bO\ vieng tham cyu chién hiru Biét Kich Kenneth Cryan \o
Ngay Tuong Niém Chién Si Tran Vong

Cowboy cho Bt thém &ng Biét Kich Léi Ho conduoc hudn luyén tr do theo &
thich va ki ningdé tré thanhdiéu luyén bing cach hc hoi tir bac dan anh. Bp tan
binh nghedi tap bin thi khoai chi, mang &t lan bin thungdan, dén bai kin codan
anh hréng din, ch cach théo, rap stngj thd va tip bin vao bia Bng cac-téng;
dungdai lién va stnguc bin cho k&t bén thingdan, kin tr do thai mai chr khéng
theo bai Bn nhr & cac quan trong: “Mot viéndan nap. Nhim tir 15 chiéu mondén
dinh dau rudi. Nin tho. Bop co.” Toi vé tai ngrdi ndo Ngroi nay rat bung, ép chi huy
quat @i ciing ching nghe. Vai hdm sattrgc goi di tap bin tlep tan binh rat kinh
nghiém ch mang ndt hoic na thingdan, che bit hai tai, 4n kiéu tx do nhr trong
Xi-né, tp di tap lai chodén khi bin khdng én phai nham ma \an trdngdich. Sau vai
lan huén luyén di hanh, Au cam thay ning thidéi sing khac néihon, va céi cling
ddi vé6i bat cu loai stng gi (6éadich An aia ta) Bét Kich déu s dung ranh &.

Ccang nghe cang & ky, toi hoi thém:

— Thé huin luyén Biét Kich Loi Ho cé khac bit cu thé ndo so bi cac binh cling
khac, thra cha?

— Sir khéac bét & chd 1a Biét Kich Léi H6 dugc hién luyén hang ngay hang @ima
chinh kin than kb ciing khéng y titc dugc ladangdugce huan luyén. Qua sinh hat
doi thuong, by duoc cac todn trong My nghm quan safé huéng din nhirng bai ke
tinh béo, tk thach long dng cém, sr nhay bén khén ngoan, tinh trungutty tinh thin
trdch nhém biét bao tn danh @ va hy sinh cho chn hitu, van van.

— Ly tha Bm, chua!
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— Thém not khac bét nita la Bigt Kich Lai Ho khdngdugc huan luyén quan céch nh
dien hanh hay chao kinkybvi cang che 8l tong tich o1 cong dng thi cang € dang
thi hanh pln ar.

— Qui la Bigt Kich Loi Ho phai trai qua bao thxc t€ dé kha nang va thanh tich chin
dau duoc xem xét, tic nghi?:,m vadanh gia i |1r6rng; dodé dé dugc cong nhn la
mot Biét Kich L6i Ho xuat sic trong toan tham sat la mot thir thach én.

— Khong saiba c6 bét bao tay glangdnngang tang gia rdip Biét Kich Loi Ho6 ma
ciing phii dao ndi ngay fr thoi glandau huin luyén. Chau kit dy, an toan sinh
mang ludn 1& hangau & bat ca tinh hibng nao cho nén dlan nhin nhiém wy, Biét
Kich Loi H6 déu phai thuc tap doi hinh, Vi khi tac x, diéu nghiéndia th, khi hu,
phuong tién va i tri di chuyén, phan céng,u theong, van van. CAc toan viéngih
bao dam phbi hop hanhdongan y du chi thé hién qua &nh it hoic bing ar chi dé
hoan thanh nkim wu tét dep.

Chuyén sang khiaanh quyén loi cua Biét Kich Li Ho, t6i thang thin hoi 6ng:
— Phia My dai ng Biét Kich Lai Ho ra sao, tha cha?

— Tuy theo todn trong My dé nghi dwa vao thanh ticliat duoc ma phia M ting
lwong. THnh thaing cé thang Bit Kich L6i H6 duoc 1&nh rong hai &n, ding c6
thang lénién ba hn. Chuyn kho tin nlrng Vin xay dén véi Biét Kich Loi Ho caa
cac toan tham sat.oBthé & Hué c6 cau hoing “o... 0... khi mé séng Hong an
NUGC 0... 0... thi LI HH méi hét tién”.

Toi hoi Cowboy & chuyén thing dip caa riéng dng vauoc biét sau vai chugn di
hanh hdn luyén vao sau mt khu bén kia bién i, ciing c6 nling lAn dung dich
quan, Cowboytuoc thing cip bac Ia Trung Gy Bit Kich Li Ho. Trungdoi truong
long tlong gin hai baza mado bén hai éu vai dia Cowboy tedc hang quan.

Cowboy K thém &ng nhirng ln di cong tac hay & phép Bét Kich Loi Ho khéng
phai qua Hit cir hé thdng kiém soat naoi@ phi trdng va éing khéng phi cho doi.
Xe ciaPon Vi Nghién Gru va Quan Séats mauden khdng cé ing 9, chi treo ndt
céi ths bing @ cin ardce, ra vao 6ng phi tzong trinh cho Quan &h xem laduoc
ngaic tay chadi qua.

Toi nghedén day thi bt miéng:

— Ké thi oai qua!
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— That ra Biét Kich Loi HO nhu tui chd ét gian di va binh throng, trong tr nhe bao
nguoi linh khac @a cac binh ciing oai huing théc Quan lyc Viét Nam Gng Hoa;
haic e l1a khéng fing hp nita la khac.

Van 1oi 1& khiém 6n, Cowboy khong quén Ah manh ring nhirng chén tich ma céac
toan tham séat Ldi bllap nén contuoc sr yém tro cia nhing ddi canh thép trong cac
chuyén bay th biét kich dbc theoduong mon F Chi Minh @ia Phiboan Thin

Phong 219. Phioan 219, hu than ¢a bét doan 83, 4ng phai chdon Vi Nghién
Ctru va Quan Séatiuoc phi cdng da hai phia it-M¥ va cac Bét Kich biét dudi

danh héu “Kingbee”. Mac du khong tri@ong cung &n ar vai Biét Kich nhrng mic
d6 hiém nguy @a nhém wu tha va bHe toan éa phidoan 219 khéng thua gbinchét
rinh @p bén Bét Kich Ldi Ho. Cac phi cong Tan Phong ganava tai tinh, Bt ké

thoi tiét xau haydan phaoddi phuong bia vay \an bing mpi cachdap xwng dé dem
Biét Kich va xac chn hiru ra kioi vong vaydich.

Ongddng thyi nhic dén mpt nhan vt anh hang trong PAoan Thn Phong 219
ciing dugc ménh danh la “Cowboy”.

— The con ch thi sao? Chdurgc biet mot nhiém vu ma chu thi hankda c6 ma
“Cowboy” d¢ lién lac truyen tin. Nhueng tir luc nao vadi sao bét danh “Cowboy” gn
lien vai tén twi cua cha trong s ngudng nd vuot buc cia Bigt Kich My?

Nhirng hinh dnh can trweong.
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Ong aoi vang:
— Do tr mot cAu chugn duoc nhic rdi nhé chir thue ar ban than cha khéng rth

D6 la saudn dungdich ki thuong phii cua b chan va khong thtac chén duoc nira,
Cowboyduoc dicu phaidén phong trugn tin.
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Mot budi séng e cira phong lam ic, Cowboy Khantboan tat ngy thay trong
phong b nho cac trong ban, Mt 6 s quan, va it ngueoi My an van dan s. Mot
trudng ban gbi thiéu Cowboy Wi nguoi My nay:

—Pbay |a ngrdi ma 6ngda muwn gap tir toi quadén gio.

Nguoi M§ quay qua cim chd nhin Cowboy,d mét loat “May la Cowboy?”, “May
trG dong i Tién Doanh 1?7, “May théc toan tham sat ALABAMA?”, “May gt vi
tri 027"

Cowboydi tir ngd ngang nay sang gigang khac. Ni cau ki dugc dap Wi mot cai
gat dau.

— May c06 bét tao la ai khéng?

Lan nay cau t 1oi la cai kc dau kém theo cai nhiu may.

Nguoi My tién séat gn, nhin sau vao #i Cowboy:

— Maydang |a Cowboygi.

— Thi chy sao rra!

— O-ké, Bu may thrc ar Ia Cowboy thi tao sa dhmay ngay i Iic nay.

Dén lticdd thi Cowboy hi néng. Bin chit ngang tang & day, Cowboy bn tiéng:

— Tao c6c an bict may 12 ai t. Tao chi bict maydudi viéc tao 1a Kt sirc phi Iy vi
taodang @n tien nubi w con. Cho tao lét ly do sa thi di.

— R® rang may khong &iihoic khdng nié tao 1a ai it sao?
— Taoda néi tao chng nhy may 1a thing quai naodi ma.

— Taoda o tinh nhic dén Tien Doanh 1,di toan tham sat ALABAMA, & vi tri 02,
van van, th ma may n khong them nn ra tao au?

Giong ndi b vé that vong rd &t, rdi bat ngy nguoi My dang hai tay 6m ghiy
Cowboy théu dieu nghet tho, doan quay qua néi& moi nguoi:

— Cal dp bic trung t4 éa tao ngay hém nay laa né. Céi ctic vu Chi huy tirong
C6 van Quanboan 1 $p t6i cua tao @ng 1a dia né.
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Cowboydirng nhr troi trong, ngin ngp.

Nguoi M¥ idn van dan g chinh la trung t& Granham. Clng ngaypudi 1& nhan chic
vu mai, vi trung ta K lai cAu chugn trudc ar hién dién aia cac chin hitu tham a.

“Ngay do, trung td Granham condai Gy, nhan nhiém vu truyén tin nhap véi toan
Cowboy bung dich xiy ra, phiatéi phuong quing lyu dan chay. Mau today mat
viéndai Gy khién han i taim mit mii khéng nd mét duoc, gidy gia, thét lataudén.

Cowboy Iticdé dangan nap sat bénanh viéndai Gy, cim thay bét on, khong con gi
phap nao khacdm, ch con cach cia hpng sing ngang mang tairta, rit kIg:

— May khéng im méng la tao cho magi lubn.
— Tao tring 6i. Lam saaday?
—Pé tao tinh.

Tung duoc huin luyén aru theong, Cowboy ni voi ba-6 & ciu tai chd: bang bé
tam, tiém ngay morphidé viéndai Gy bét rén . Viéndai Gy vin khéng tl mo mat
dugc nén Cowboy qudt dinh chyp nhoang:dnh cho toard lai cy dich vaddng thyi
ban yém trg ¢é anh cdng viéwai Gy chay dén noi truc thang aru theong € dap. \oi
khudn nit nhoe nhet mau va bt bundat, viéndai Gy nim do nghe ro rn mjt chi
thi caa Cowboy, gong bo I&n bam vai anh, tribba-16 ca nhadé giam trong
lwong, ding nrong theodé Cowboy céng cly men theo sdn dbi.

Nhiing tréng ring chin tranh khén con ngrdi ta ty nén hnh lung, tan nin nhing
ky thuc chinh chen tranh #o ra km thir hét sic doi thuong. Caidoi thuong ¢ day
chinh la tinh chéin hiru $ng cket cé nhau.

Hai tiéng ddng b ¢ dr, tinh r I[Gc Cowboy cdng cly nguoi chién hitu bi thuong
trén krng va méng lién uc thdt ra bi khich & trong gbng néi n kén, ngit quang:
“May rang chat ira. bung lo. C6 tao bén majay.” Khoang cachién baidap khong
qua xa nkng src ning qué i khién Cowboy pli nghién ring, thy hdng hc 1éndoi
xubng dbc. Vung bién gii Lao tra chio dang rang cat. Nong thiéu. Khérg. Mo
hoi tudn rong ry mat. Hai than ngoi ¢6 chap thanh mt bong dai trong @t ddi chan
dang &o chay. B6i chan ing chaidy c6 vai hn chim lai dé lién lac truyen tin hay
quan sat tinh hinh, phéoan, va quét dinh hanhiong ung bén. CH khi nghe téng
canh qut cia trec thing ning ré vang @i tréndau thi Cowboy bt minhda tron
trach nhém vai chién hiru.
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Biét Kich Loi Ho da $ 1a dan & xa ¢ Viét Nam, trai trangtoc than, vao sinh rart
cung nhau It bao &n, ltc binh thrdng ding nhr Itc 1am nguy b déu chia ¢ hy
sinh cho nhau. blkhéng c6 gité mit mat hayddi chac nén éng ching éin bon
chen, sato tinh todn. 4 khéng thich baian hiép va quan @im céi quy gia nfit 1a
mang $ng con ngoi. Dau chi con ndt chién hitu Hng sot thi ang phii bang moi
giadua ngroi chién hiru ay tro vé cho king duoc. Boi véi Biét Kich Loi Ho, tinh
huynhdé chi binh ngm vao xrong vao mau & rdi. Cowboy cho #ng diéu minh l1am
khong la ngai I¢.

Thanh thir ra, sau khi viédai Uy bi thuong duoc ti lén tryc thing an toan, Cowboy
quay to lai nhap toan cuing anh enéfi tuc thi hanh nkim vu. Cowboy quén pit
cau chugn.

Nguoc lai, nhitng gi> phat $ng ctét bén nhau thm ddm tinh chén hiru lai khdng &
phai my trong tam tri ¢a viéndai Gy ngaydo tac vién trung ta khi @p lai Cowboy.
Loi két dng gri dén cac chin hiru dang Eing nghe cau chuéy la: “T6i tuy 1a ngroi
M nhung rat ngudng md Biét Kich Viét. Ho liéu linh, kit khut, va nhit 1a khéng 1B
roi chién hiru. Cowboy 1Uai6 da c6 th bo roi tdi vi tdi rén la 1am chadi phuong &
truy kich va c6 th ban chét anhay nhung Cowboyda khéng mangén mang $ing
cia minh ma con tim cach ancho tdi gim daudén. Tir trude dén nay toi clra
phuc ai ma chphuc Cowboy. Mt Cowboy thrc ar.”

Phi doan truc thiang 219 hay Bét doan 83 THin Phong-Long Ma
tirc Biét dgi Delta cii (The Immortal King Bee) chuyén phu trach
nhirng phi vu tha va bdc cac toan Bét Kich nam trong vang dich,
doc dwong mon HCM, c6 khi s&u vao bién gii Lao va Cao Mién.

Lan “sa thi” d6 da cit nhic Cowboy I&n chic vu dai doi trusng Dai doi An ninh G

van Quanboan 1.
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Céc bi kham phuc tir Biét Kich My dugc miéng truyén miéng nhanh chong. Thém
nhiéu cau chugn duoc ké vé nhitng lan dung dich khac ma Cowboy cling vao sinh ra
tr véi anh em vag ing bén tai tinh éa Cowboyda aru nguy cho & toan. Bét danh
“Cowboy” 1a mpt dau 4n vinh dr trong cuc doi cam suing éa 6ng.

Nhan khi téi nic hoi vé chuyén cai chan bera by sau in dung dich, Cowboy bi
hoi:

— Chau c6 kit khéng, & di chi nlé qua ré ngay 19 thang 8m 1971 vido 1a ngay
Toéng Thong Nguyén Van Thiéu tuyén b trong bai din van caa 6ng &ng “Ai diang
trén dong séng Tchepone (LA0) thirigdd thing ce.” Diéu tring fp 1a ngaydo
toan tham sati@a chddangd trén dong séng Tchepone. Chlharong & chan va
duoc tnre thing @i vé tri thuong tai Bénh vien 95 @ia My ¢ Pa Ning. Khdng may la
cai 5 ma anh em kéo chi ra&Ha mot hé bom nén chan chd bhiém tring gay ét
cao. Cac bad $1oi chan va bao cho chi & phai cua khiic chardo6 bang khong & bi
haai tir ma clét.

— Xem ra chu khéng comrd clon nao khac ngoai gjiphap era bo chan?

— Khéng plai vay chaua. Chau nghxem, chi sinh rédé chién dau ma bay gi cit bo
chan thi chi bng dé cha clket seéng hon.

Ong tdm ngam giay lat va noidp:

— Chau bit ma, bacsM¥ chi thuc hién ca nd véi sy dong y aia bénh nhan, ¢ thé 1a
ky vao gy to haic cd nhan ciing. Y § doan thiy xem ra khé thudt phuc dé cha
ddéng y ara b chan nén &ingim van dong cac toan Bt Kich My-Viét kéoddngdén
bénh vién vong trong vong ngoai ahmuc khuyén chiea bo chande anh em con
thay mat.

R6i 6ng chuing ging:

— Hoi chau Eing chi con kit néi gi nira? Anh eméng ctét hét [ong Wi nhau 1a dy.
Thoi gian ti thuong tréng nhanh niing héa ra 1au qué, mdén thang t nam sau
chd mvi dugc xuat vién. Ching phii vi bac § My khong gbi dau, naroc lai dang
khéac, nleng la do chidang n@i xe lin ma thy anh emtén tham 1a chidtng kit
day di hién ngang & phia ko dinh tay &t mit ming nhing quén ing minhda ait
chan. Nao p#i mot lan, it nkit ba Bn nhr thé néndau xuong 1t ra, phii lam lai...

Ky uc vé thoi cim sting hén hiru trong tim, trong 6¢ Cowboy énngay, K bao lau
mai hét!
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Cachday hon 5 mm, Cowboyduoc vinh danh la éi vién danh ¢ caa Hiép Hoi Luc
Luong Bic Biét My bao @m céac i vién tir cac cée chién tranh T gisi tha hai,
Triéu Tién, Vit Nam, Grenada, Somalia, vung Balkans, Afghanidtang, van van.
Dip d6, mit nguoi My an van dan s sii bugc dén vo vai than nit hoi Cowboy “May
nhan ra tao khéng ©hiCowboy? Tii minh cung 1a toan viénitTién Doanh 1day ma.”
Nguoi My dan & chinh 1a au thiéu twréng Eldon A. Bargewell. Thy Cowboy aic
gic dau, 6ng tréng ardi sang khodi “May cliu nhin tao bi vay tui minh chup mot
tam anh 1am k niém di, Cowboy.”

Nhan tt¢, toi lién trong dén mot vi tudng khéc, chin tréng Terry Tucker, thi con
tai nhiém véi chirc vu chi huy tréng Luc Luong Bac Nhigm Hon Hop (Joint Task
Force Full Accounting — JTFFA) vao &itthap nién 9044 Hét loi ca ngyi khi bat ngy
biét duwoc Cowboy tuyda mit mot chan ma &n tinh ngugn sang Laaté hd tro doi
cong tac tim Kim hai &t caa cac bit kich My trong nhéu ram lién. Nghe téi nhc
nhd, Cowboy chia &véi toi ring 6ng chdon thtan muwn demdén mdt s anai cho
huong hn cia cac Bét Kich My-Viét, cac chén § Than Phong con dvo trong fiing
ndi bat ngan éa x ngudi, chuadugc tro vé dat me.

GOp cbng &c tim kiém chién hitu mit tich dd danh, madéi vai chién hiru da hy sinh,
Cowboy ding dam tinh. T6i bét diéu nay quadi ké caa Martha Cryan, em gaia
Biét Kich My Kenneth Cryan. Khilwgc bao tin ¥ cai ctét cua anh trai, Martha quéa
ddi budn dau, chi it 1au sau cung gidinh chuyn sang Chau Au sinlésg trong sat
24 ram. Khi tro lai My, diéu dau tién cd 1am laén tham anh trai Kennethat Nghia
Trang Quc Gia Golden Gaté Bruno, Californiading vao Ngay ¥ang Niém
Chién S Tran Vong. Bit chot thiy mot ceu chén binh Chau A trong quan pbva
bé-ré xankiang q truéc mo cua anh trai minh, c@ihg ngroi xdc dong. Hoi ra moi
biét ring Cowboy la ctéin hiru cia Kenneth. Niiu nim trude d6 khi théng tin @
nhitng hait dong aia Biét Kich My-Viét ¢ 1anh thd Lao chradugc bach héa, Martha
nao bét gi hon ngoai & thdng béo & céi ctét cia Kenneth. Gi day coduoc nhin
niém anui 16n lao 1a anh trai cda tirng c6 chén hitu dong cam 6ng khd nhé dén
minh va lat ké d0 con éng hayda clét, tinhdong doi caa hy bat diét.

Déi véi cac chén hitu con $ng VAt vuong bén qué nha, Cowboy coartrtrs hon.

Biét Kich Ldi Ho dugc tuyén mo dé thé than cho linh Nt thanh thi ra khéng c6 &
quan d¢a Quan krc Viét Nam Gng Hoa ma chcé ma héc an 5 dobon Vi Nghién
Ciru va Quan Satip phat. Téc thay, cac toan tham baoéBKich Loi Ho trén danh
ngha ch duoc liét ké [abon Vi Nghién Gru va Quan Séat tiee Bo Chi Huy Tro
Gilp Quan § Hoa Ky ¢ Viét Nam ma khéngugc xem |a not don vi tac chén.

Néu hoan dt nhigm vy, thi $ng. Du throng tichday minh hdc tham chi hy sinh

tinh mang, thi khéng huy ol’tyr]g naoduoc trao ting haic truy ting. Bi 10, bi bat thi

ho khéngduoc hudng chit qugn loi nao tr qui cke tu binh Genéva; ngayycac ©
Page 16 of 18



quan nhamiao quc t& nhr Hoi Hong Thap Tu, Hoi An Xa Quoc Té ciing khong kit
cach naaté can thép.

Xem ra, not khi ngroi linh tinh ngugn gia nfp cwe chién khdng quirde thi phii
chip nhin qui luat caa cwe choi. Mot cupe choi quyét liét va tan nAn. DU $ng hay
chét thi tén @a hy ciing déu nim trong bongdi.

Chodén thoi diém hién tai, Biét Kich L6i H6 van chraduoc cong nn thuc vé mot
quandoi nao, ndt chinh pli ndo. Céng ndn tinh chinh danhua Biét Kich Loi H6
ddng nghia Wi trach nhém aia chinh ph so tai 1a thuc hién quyén loi cuu chién
binh cho .

—boi véi Biét Kich L6i Ho, danh @ duoc cong nfn van ladiéu quan tong hon
quyen loi.

Cowboy ttét 16i khang khaidé roi |oi tdm sr tiép sau nghe chdt gi chua xot:

— Tu ngaydat chan sang M, chida cung i anh em phi hop thu thip ching ar,
lap ho so dé chinh pli s tai ciru xet trong hop Biét Kich Lo Ho. Bang thyi, cac
chién hiru Biét Kich My ciing b luc khong ngng ngh dé van dong chinh gbi luu
tam.Dbén glor nay \an chra coduoc 5 hd so tai tda an thi con néi glugc day? Thu
thue da c6 nling khi cha 4t chan an.

Chung t6i ngm ngui tracddi nhau téng thy dai thang.

— Xin chd Cowboydirng tuyét vong!

Yén lang tr dau giaydién thaai bén kia.

— Chu Cowbowi, dirng o cuc!

Van yén fing. Toiudc ao caddi dila than bien uéc mo cia Cowboy thanh i thyc
hon la ging thot ra nhing loi anti vung & caa minh.

Giay lau sau Cowboyat o1 khé du ti nghe:
— Khéngdau! Chu 8 khong tuyt vong. Cha 8 khdng [ cudc. Anh em conan chd.

— Bravo chi Cowboy! bi ngo Biét Kich My-Viét nim nay, chaudthu xep den sym
trudc Mot ngayde gap mat cha.

Ké ciing la! Chil chéau tdb cach nhau araday hai téng dong b 1ai xe, \ay ma
khéng chu gap mat ngay.
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Phai doi thém ndt thoi gian rira € dap may baytén mot noi hop mit dé chung tay
chung sc vadeé cling chia & vé mot hy vong mdt ngay trongtong lai Biét Kich Loi
Ho goc Viét s8 duoc cong nhn la aru chién binh My, nhitng ngroi d& tring dng
hién va hy sinh trong céng 8a bao vé chinh ngle.

Vay méi la duyén ng. Phai vay khong cha Cowboy?

*

Chu thich aia ngwéi viét: 02 1a chirc v théng ngdn trong cac toan tham séatia Biét Kich L6i Ha.

Orchid Thanh Lé

Hinh dnh va baidoc do nhém Paltalkdng hpp tr Nam California, Hoa K.
The Links: Vit Bao — Vét Vé Nuéc My
http://vvnm.vietbao.com/a246244/huyen-thoai-bietHéowboy

P.T.109 Jimmy Dean

Ngwn: Internet E-mail by ¥ Vin Cheong chuyn

bang ngay Th Sau, September 23, 2016
Ban Ky Thuit Khoa 10A-72/SQTBIP, PP11/TPIND, QLVNCH
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