 Lichsr
Cha dé: Mau Than 1968
Téac gu: Trung Uy Phil Gioia

M & tap thé dAu tién bén Séng #bng 1968

\ aodem 30/1/1968, quadni Bic Viét va luc luong Viét Cong kit ngy tdng #n cong
trén toan mén Nam Vit Nam. Hé bi cac lrc lugng phe 6ng $in tin cdng va clim git.
“Ké thii da rat doi tra, lgi dung thoi gian huu chién trong dip Tét d@é gay kinh hoang
toi marc 01 da ¢ Nam Viét Nam, dac biét 1a ¢ nhiing vungddng dan” Tudng
Westmoreland, druy quandoi My tai Viét Nam, gin dir noi.

Céc kan tin khidé don dip tinh hinh cHin ar.

“K ¢ thuda xam nBp vao Hé véi luc lrong dang I, va nayda chém dugc mjt phan
thanh pld,” mot tudng thuit tréndai tuyén 1.
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XAc chét khap noi

“M ¥ khéng kich H&. Dan throng phii ganh cliu nhirng ©n tht to I6n,” ndi dung trong
mot ban tin khac.

“Cong sin khong tié duy tridugc quyen kiem soét thanh ph Nhung My va caaiong
minh khéngday duoc doi tha ra reu khéng phé nat thanh leo kinh xinhdep nay.”

\
L ".n/:‘

Phil Gioia khid6 21 tHi, la trung Gy plc vu tai Su Boan 82 Nhy DU Hoa K, dugc gui
tol Viét Namde tang viéq cho txc qung,Thiy guan tic chien My va Quanic Viét Nam
Cong Hoa trong ciic chién gianh i Hué.
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“C0 nhitng xac ngoi trén song; co nimg xac ngai trén cac con kénh.&hoi d6 ngip
mui tr khi va mui @ chay,” Gioia nk lai.

“Chung toi khéngiuoc huan luyén dé giao chén tai dia hinh toan la khu danrahu vay.

Chung toiduoc dao to dé danh nhau trén cac cadhbng, trong ting ram. Chang toi phi
di qua tr nha nay sang nha khag,wron nha nay sanguon nha khac, @ing nhr la phii
tu ngh ra cachianhdo.”

“Thoi tiét thaydoi that thuong lién tic. C6 hom i mua, lanh thiu xuong. Ngay hom
sau hi nang, nong Am hap. CGa khu wc ar nhoe mot nha &m hoi.”

“Bén ngoaidia ban Hé la cay &i trén cac ngn doi. Chlng t6i phi di chuyen sang phia
tay thanh pb khoang 2.5km, i bén ngoai di chun vao.”
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“Xudi doc by bic Sdng hrong la rvi ¢6 king im cac ¥ vua Vigt Nam - nliing ngdi chiia
I6n day cay nhét doi ram rap va kH, ¢ @6 c6 cac ysu.”

“T6i lGc d6 kiém duge mdt ciu hoc sinh ngroi Phép, vaio la cach duy ndt dé toi noi
chuyén duogc vai cac i su, dé hoi ho xem hy cé thay bat ky linh Viét Cong hay linh Bc
Viét nao khong.

Tat nhién 1a o ludn néi khéng, khdng, ‘khdng c@ khu o day’.”

NAm ma tap thé

“Chung t6i khidd vira moi don sach nmbt trong nlieng ngdi chuadn do 16i di chuyén doc

theo cac cantidng, roi chiing téi gp mot khu wre kha ing phing e theo kb bac aia
con sdng. Muit khidam dac.”
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“M 6t trung § dudi quyen toi, tén 1a Ruben Torrez, no day cé ém giac &t chét choc.’
Anh ay thay c6 not thir nho 1én & mat dat. Bandau anhay nghi dé la € cay.”

“Thé nhung thr 46 d& b mit troi thiéudot may hdm, vado la khuyu tay @ia mbt xac
chet, nho lén tr [6p dat pha so sai.”

“Khi ti gan hon, anhay nhan rado la gi, va gi toi téi gan. Tdi nhin 6i néi, ‘chlng ta
can dao Ién xem sao’d chung téi nghdd co tte 1a nhirng ngroi linh d6i phuong.”
“Néu ké thui chon at nguoi cia hy, thi trong cac xac ¢hdé chiing ta cé thtim duoc
nhirng théng tindang gia. K co tke mang theo nit ky, ban ¢6 chang han. Cho nén éu

dua cac xac oft d6 1én va lic soat - it nhién, t6i bét dicu do that 1a ghé &m - thi ching
t6i co the tim dugc nhirng tin trc tinh bao c6 giair
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“Nhung lan nay héa ra khdng phvay. D6 1a nbt nguoi phu nir, va cé t nhiéu xac
nguoi khac trong ranh chén nay. Cadgo thém, ching téi cang phagéira thém cac
Xac clét.”

D6 khéng phi 1a mot md chén binh thiong. Cac an nhan btréi tay ra phia sau. ¢11a
bi xur tur.

“Ho déu bi giét chét tai hé nay,” Phil Gioia noi.
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“M Ot 0 ngudi bi ban chét, mot o khong b ban. T6i ch hy vong la nliing ngroi khong
bi ban d4 bit tinh tnrge khi bi hat dat 1én ngroi.”

“DO la nhitng ngroi dan 6ng va niing ngroi dan ba, ching 100 ngoi, va cd @ tre nho.
Tu tré so sinh cho &i, t6i doan la khang 10-12 tdi, ca con trai &n con gai. Tht tan
nhan.”

Saudo, Phil va niing ngroi linh caa 6ngdugc cho bét vé nhitng xac clét ma ko tim
thay.

“Piéu ching t6i nghe fty sau khi bén tinh batiéu tra nhiing gi chiing téi tinduoc, cac
loai gidy to, 1a Viét Cong haic lyc lwong Bic Viét da 1én danh sacki¢ khi chiém duoc
Hué 1a hp don tat ca nhirng ngroi ho cho la nei de cha - kit ky ai thubc Quan trc Viét
Nam Gyng Hoa héc lam vic trong @ quan cdng qudn cia thanh ph,” Phil noi.

Page 7 of 12



“Nguoi phy nix voi canh tay nho I1€n ma ching toi tinﬁy[‘lé mot giao vién. Nix vay la
ho da con nhing ngroi ma hp cho la khongiugc de cho vng, vadua i cac cto khac
nhau trong thanh phbay ch la mot trong ntitng ram mo tap the dugc phat hén ra,
nhung la rim mo dau tién,” Phil néi.

Nan nhan

Hon 10 md chdn fp the duoc phét hén & quanh Hé. Uc tinh tng $ ngudi bi giet
trong thyi gian quan Bc Viét va Viét Cong lam chi thanh pb |a tr hang tdm cho i

hang ngan ngdi. Hau hét cac ran nhan 1a ngoi Viét, nhung ding ¢6 njt s6 ngwoi chau
Au va ngroi My.
“Khi chi huy dai do6i caa toi, t6i @i radio W tong hanh dinh, fida khéng tié tin nhiing gi

dugc bao cdo. Kha nhanh saé, c6 At nhiéu ngroi téi ché ching toi. Cacigjuan cao
cap va ndt, hai i tuéng cung te ly cang ©i,” Phil nai.
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“Chuing t6i phii deo mit na khi khi khai it cac tr thi. Canh trgng it ghé pn.”

“T6i chua timg nhin thy diéu gi nhr thé. Thanh tit ma néi la & nhiing ngroi linh cua
toi ciing \y. Va ching toi phi chuyén sang mt khu wrc khac, phi tay tring vi toan b
quan plac, gidyung, guin 40 @a ching téi, 4t ca nhirng gi trén ngoi chdng toidéu bi
dinh wrong cac mnh xwong tht nguoi chét.”

“Chung toi |a linh chuyén ngép day dn, khong phi linh dy bi, vay ma nlitng ngroi
linh tré caa t6ida cam thay rat kinh sy. Ai cing kinh hoang tré¢c nhitng gi nhin thy.”

Vu tim ra cac Am md tap thé tré thanh hang tin chink mién Nam Vit Nam.

Mot so nguoi chi trich néi ing con § cac w xii tir hang lat d& ki phongdai hoac chi la
chien dich tuyén trugn.

Tuy nhién, tintc v& nhitng w giét nguoi ¢ Hué da gay taaiong ro ét.
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Tr & vé nha sau tén chién tai Hué

Khi quan Bic Viét m¢ cudc tan cong céi cling tén i thong nhit dat nuée hoi 1975,
hang tém ngan dan tiwong & mien Nam Vet Namda o chay. Duong nhr trong tam tri

7
AN

nhiéu ngrdi, cau chugn vé “nhitng wi tham sate Hué” van condam diu an.

“Toi khong nghi ng gi ring @n haing loan dadeo bam b, amanh hp véi nhitng gi ko
da nhin thy, da nghedugc, vadoc dugc trén bao chi, trign théng vi 1968,” Phil Gioia
noi.
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Tat nhién, nking w tham séaté Hué, du chradugc phia @ng sin thira ntin, khong phi
la ar tan o duy nhat caa cuwbc chien, mt cuoc chien da giet chet chirng 3 tréu ngroi
Viét Nam.

Phil Gioia posing against a jeep in December 1969

Phil Gioia phic vu hai nhém ky tai Viét Nam va b thuong hai in. Ong nay éng ti San
Francisco, M. Cuwc phong van Phil Gioia lang tieng Anh mangutadé ‘Mass Graves in
Hue, Vietnam'’
1st Lieutenant Phil Gioia
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