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James E Parker Jr., taé guon sach Last Man Out — A Personal Account of tr
Vietnam Wal, 1a mot giéi chirc tinh béo ¢a CIA i khoi Viét Nam céi cling

vao ngay 1 thang 5 (1975) sawdnnam phuc vy, giaidoan dau vai vai trd mbt

quan nhan, va giaioan sau trong nganh tinh bao Hog. Rirong céc chién ]]]

tranh Vit Nam, tac gi ty hao la “I was among the first men in and | waslés¢

man out” va ctin séch trémugc DO Boc Elmo Zumwalt, v T Lénh Hii Quan \V//

Hoa Ky tré tuoi nhat trong ich sr hién dai, danh gia la “éng dong va thuyt \ /
phuc.... Mot b sung quan tmg cho @n van hoc ky nguyén Vét Nam.” Bugc //A\\\
biet thém,bo boc ElImo Zumwalt trong thi ky cudc chien Viét Nam leo thang

la ch huy tirang Chén Dich SEALORDS (Southeast Asia Lake Ocean River v

and Delta Strategy) phat &t Can Cir Nam Cin (Ca Mau). Va qua th “Vi ét

Nam héa CHin tranh, “dngié xuat va thi hanh & hoach ACTO (Accelerate

Turnover to the Vietnam) @m chuyén giao va trangibquan @ hai quan nhanh

chéng cho VBt Nam (Theo “Tr Bién Chién Tranh Vit Nam” aia Nguyn Ky @
Phong).

Pic biét trong “Last Man Out” & rac trong nhiu chrong, tac gi dé cap, qua ghi {n‘ »
chép va nhin xét,dén nhiéu nhan vt quan g tén twi ma éng co6 nkdu co hoi va Z v
thoi gian 1am véc chung, nir Nguyén Khoa Nam, Lé ¥n Hung, Tén Van Hai,

Ho Ngoc Can. T&c gi md & tusng Nguyén Khoa Namdiém dam, lam véc in can, chu
toan tong trach téng ch huy.... Tuéng Tran Van Hai tham tm, khép kin, hit thic
nhiéu, va co ¢ it nhiéu dinh kién v6i cac @ van, gisi chac My. Nhung Vi tuéng nay c6
tai quan 8, da cho tac di biét trugc vao ngay 22 thang 4 1a Sai Génhi Cong Sin bao
vay i s& “mat trong 7 ngay” sado, cin ar theo & tham dinh vaudgc doan tinh hinh
quan s va nhirng bén chuyén chinh ti rat xau cho mén Nam vao lic &y gio. Tudng
Hai nghiém nit, nang cao ly ca phiroc dat trong chéc binh gir Am, mbi tac g cung
ly dé cAu nguyén cho nlitng chén g da hy sinh va chic lanh cho nhau.... Técdginh
choPai T4 H6 Ngoc Can (trong séch in 1a Canh, cdthc gi quén cach ¥t chir Can) ar
cam mén ndng hau. Trege khi lam tnh trong Chrong Thién, Dai Ta CGan da i tiéng
véi nhitng chén céng, nht la nHing tran danh gai vay cho An loc, va ndt phan bén nit
bi thwong, d0da gii phiu chinh hinh in condé lai vét sco dai e theo ham. Tac gi
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nhan xétPai T4 Cin 1a “linh aia linh, can wong va thanh liém” (he was a soldier’s
soldier, brave and incorruptible).

Riéng Tréng Lé Van Hung, tac gi James E. Parker, Jr. ghi hhiéu chi tiét hon.

Trong st thoi gian V& 1am viéc tai viing chau th Ciru Long
(VUng 4), chii yéu tai Can Tho va cacinh 1an @n, tac gi do vai
tro “case officer” trong nganh CIA nén ludn cp dap Tudng
Hung. Ngaydau tién dén kién 6ng Tréng Tu Lénh Sr Boan 21
B Binh, tac gi “hoi 1ay 1am k” vé cachdanh giic vadiéu quan
cua Tudng Heng 1a “tha nhiéu hon cong” khidéi bén traaidi va
thao luan, v ké hoach quan s trong ving. “Bi sao hi danh not
tran chién dang thua?” tac githic mic thi tréng Hueng ardi va hoi |
lai: “Toi con co nhirng hra chon gi riradau?” Bi cham réi noi tép — “Pay ladat nuéc cua

Aty

tol.

Sau nhéu thang liéndc lam visc dé 1ap mang lueéi tinh bao 4i ving chau th, tac ga ghi
nhan tréng Hung danh dt nhieu thoi gio cho v tran mac: Sang ém thuong dap tuc
thang di thi sat va traddi véi cacdon vi truong dia phrong. T vé hop tong ket tai Bo
Chi Huy Sr boan va tinh thaing hop khin vé& ¢ém. Cang & sau tac gi moi hiéu ra
thém tng quan (outlook)ia mbt 6ng tréng Viet Nam trong cic chién giira nhing
ngudi Viét Nam ngay trén quéuong aia minh. Tréng Hung tin ing sr chién dau thyuc
su cho ving chau thdang dén tién ¢ nhitng roi khac, co th trong cac céic hop hanho
Sai Gon. M lai, la mot nguoi theodao PHit, 6ng tin vaaiinh ménh, nhirng gi »ay ra Wi
nhitng Hu qua gi demdén déu Ia sr an bai, ¥p dit trong \an Vat ca.

Tuy nhién, thang 2am 1975, thedoi hoi cua cip trén fr Can Tho va Sai Gon, ¥ng
Hung da phéat énh tin cong ndt luc lrong quan s trong Yéu cia Gong Sin tai man déng
cua tinh Chrong Thién, im trong ndt mat khu laudosi thudc neng U Minh — Theo tac
gia, day 1a chén dich dong binh bn nhit va kb cuc nhit caa Tudng Hung V6i nhitng
diéu kién khé kHin va phrong tién han hep. CH con cachan céngdich theo i “li éu
com ma gip mam” thiéu hut du tha: phi wa khdng quan 4n ché nén khdng gn chuyén
kip thoi cac quan g, khi giéi nang, diéu dong nhanh cadon vi chién dau tin kich thin
tbc. Quandoi Hoa Ky tuy dé lai nhiéu stingdai bac nheng thiéu dan, con nhéu min
claymore nkrng khdng cdta bo phan khoi dong (activators), con néii loai dan dugc,
nhung ngoi ® da tit! Tuy vay nho i chi huy tai gbi, su can trong va thén chién caa
quan rc Viét Nam Gng Hoa, trc lvgng dng sin Bic Viét da b day Iui sau vaoing U-
Minh khi két thtc chén dich. Tén danh bn nhr vay han nhién chén treong tan cac
phai tang toc, g chét choc va tirong it ca ddi bén plai nhiéu. TAc gh ngim ngui ghi
chép tam tng Tuéng Heng trong hoananh tan céc chién d6: General king was not
sure if he had, in fact, secured the net advantdgdiad used much of his limited
resources. For what? He suffered extensive cassalisng Hrng khong bit chic la
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trong thrc & minh c6 ting loi thyc ar hay khong. Ong taig nhr da xa lang nliing gi
con c6 trong taybé cho giday? Ongia chu dung bao tltr tai wong.

Trong con ngoi v6 tudng con co rt van nhan. Tac gida $ng wi Tusng Hrng nhing
budi chiéu dam thim: hoi tham chuyén giadinh, ban chu§n nuéc My, chuyn thoi s,
thdo luan van chrong. Kién thic 6ng éng uyén bac, nBi nha vin va tac pAm vin
chuong My ongde cap phan tac gi con chradoc toi du ring 1a “mot sach’doc khong
duéi hai ba cén sach mi tuan. Con Teéng Hung va ké chuyén lich sr Viét Nam va
Chién tranhbdng Drong. Ongan néi can nkic, tir ton, ludn troi cudi, ngay @ nhirng khi
tranh Iin cac vin dé quan tong. Tuéng Hrng coduoc nhitng nét tr tin dic biét va
quanh ngoi 6ng nhr toat ra ¢ thanh tln, tdm inh. Tanh tinh ki i, At d& gayduoc
cam tinh @a mpi nguoi tir 6ng tréng da thu pluc “con tim” cia ot diép vién My, tao
thanh tinh bn than thét gitta hai ngroi.

Va tac gh da danh riéng pin 101 bat (Epilogue)dé ké lai cai ctét bi trang, throng cim
cua trong L€ Van Hung. Dudi day la plin dich aia Loi Bat.

Ngay 30 thang 4am 1975 dang lac 7 gb ti, Tuéng Heng, Gru Tu Lénh SrPoan 21
B6 Binh Quan krc Viét Nam Gng Hoa va @ng 1a naroi ban oia tdi,da nhin goi vo 6ng
dén vian phong lam \dc tai Can Tho. Tuéng Heng cho w biét 1a c6 mroi nguoi dandia
phuong dén thinh ciu dngdurng chbng tra vai luc legng Viét Cong dang tén quan vo
thanh pld. Ho ndi bon Cong Sin s phéo kich nat & Tho thanhdong gach win va gay
thuong vong cho niu dan lanh. Tng Heng ndi \6i vo rang éng héu rd chugn d6 va
ddng y € khdngdé thanh pld Can Tho bién thanh mit bai chén truong tuyét vong. Ong
ciing cho bét ké hoach khan cip rat lui cling mit s thuoc ha vao ndt mat khu xa xdi
vling chau th d ten trude, noi su song kho dn tai. Dau hang gic khong phi 1a mot
giai phap 1ra chon.

Tuéng Heng ding khdng B ngh téi viéc dién kién va tho luan véi mét quan clic Viét
Cong trach nhim trong ving, Thong Ta Hoang ¥n Thach, ¢é ban giao viing Chaudh
Nam B cho @ng Sin. Ong khéng b nuéc dé thoat than. Ong co éh

trach nhém v6i nhitng quan nhada danh rang $Ng aia hy & lai vi tri trin tha. Ongda
& lai bang mot lya cton vinh dr. Ong phii ty quyét dinh sinh nang aia minh.

Vo cua Tuong Heng bit khdc va @n ni dng hay suy tinhal. “Tai sao minh khéng thbo

ra ngai qUOc gidng nhr nhiing ngroi khac?,” ba bi chbng Tudng Hung Bp lai Ién nira
Véi vo Ve trach nhém rlengdol véi xtr s va binh linh. Ong 6rdh va clm rai rbi tlep
“Minh ding dé anh b mit 1d6ng kiéndinh. Giy day ar ¢danh tép ding ch dem hi ric i

va mit mat khéng nting cho giatinh va ba con minh, ma con cho binh linh va dah lan
nira. Va anh khéng ném thdy mat thang Gong Sin nao ft.”

R4i Tuéng Heng dang diy, 6m w vao long, vadt nuéc mat. Sau cung, 6ng ndi cungv
“L e Iéndi minh, i moi Ma va din cac con v@ay gip anh.” Khi ngroi Ma vg va cac
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con hréc v6 vin phong 1am \ic aia 6ng 6i, Tusng Hrng néi bi chia tay va cli xang
hon ting dea con. Bén ngoaian phong, nkéu § quan va binh linh thic cip lan luot
kéo ©i, dorng sip hang ngoai san, éfdoi Iénh.

Tuéng Hrng tuyén 6 viéc chién diu da ctim dat. Ong ndi, méc da mit 1a do 1anhtao
kém ti Sai Gon, va xin thdc cp tha thr 16i cho 6ng, u nhr ca nhan 6nga cé nling
15i Iam naodd. Bau khéng khi xung quanhing ré. “Tdi xin chdp nhan céi clét. Vinh
bi¢t cac anh em,"®¥éng Hung dit cau. Tuéng Hung dua tay Ién chao vaua tay 4t tirng
ngudi mot. Ong yéu éu moi ngudi ra V8. Mot vai quan nhanan dang ti chd khoéng
chiu lui budc, nén téng Heng bubc 1ong phai budc 6i day va guc ho vé. Roi dng bio
vo dirng ¢6 nai hthémdiéu gi rira va cth mot minh hréc vo van phong lam \dc. CH
trong khainh khic saudé vang Ién rt tiéng sing 8. Tuéng Hing da tr sat ling stng.
(Hét trich)

Sau pln Loi Bat, va Xp cli trang sach “Last Man Out” James E. Parkeddrctpn bai
tho cia mbt chién binh My an danh (Lamdi Cao Nguyé@n Trung Fim Viét Nam, kh@ang
nam 1969). Tr va y bai thy hoa ny, 1&ng mn, va pling phit siéu thoat, ning dit bang
mot cau thy day hao khi tang &ng b thi nhu khi tiét caa nhing chén 4, hiép khach
bong Phrong:

Do not stand by my grave and weep:

| am not there. | do not sleep....

| am a thousand winds that blow

| am the diamond’s glint on snow

| am the sunlight on ripened grain

| am the gentle autumn’s rain

When you awake in the morning’s hush
| am the swift uplifting rush

Of quiet birds in circle flight

Do not stand by my grave and cry:

| am not there. | did not die.

Tam dich nghia:
Durng dirng bén m anh va nh |é:

Anh khéngr trong nd nay. Anh khéng ngzau em.
Anh & ngan ngn gio thoi khap pheong troi
Anh & kim @ong kip lanh trén tuyt lgnh
Anh & &nh Bng nhwm vang bt lGa chin
Anh la gbt mwa cia troi thu émd
Khi em thic gigc lic ban mai thinhdng
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Anh la kc xuadan chim wt bay cao

Nhizng canh chimdng Ié luwon nhiing diwvong vong
Durng ding bén m anh va khéc 16c:

Anh khéngs trong nd nay. Anh khéng ¢hdau em.

Bai tho khong tra va tac gi 4n danh trén, tac @Uames E. Parker Jéxlién ngay sau
phan md & cai ckét caa Tudéng Hrng dé xem nhr vong hoa tang choghdng tmng bt
cach hao hoa.® vi trongdoi thuong va trong quan rig teéng Heng Van khdng gau
dugc ngay @ dudi l6p quan phc nhrng nét nho nha va dang hao hda obt nguoi dan
ong. Nhéu ngroi nhan xét, Teéng L& \in Hung ‘cO tréng quan wn hon la vo tréng,”
chang qua 6ng quanin nay phi khoac chén Yy, &o giapid dan trong thyi chién va trén
chién treong ma théi! Tréng Hung ding co téng la “ngroi chiu choi,” nhat la thyi con
trai tré, § quan con mang lorép Gy, @p ta, nhéu phen “gdy téi bén” sau chén tran
duoc vé lai hau ar nghi ngoi. Oi, @6 1a nhing im anh con & cia bt nguoi trai thoi ly
loan $ng nay ckit mai. Thét ngh khdng ai qué kit kheddi voi dng tréng.

Nhung i 6ng tréng khdng My nim saudé ding c6 © hoi, gap thoi thé dé tra no chi
trai va lamdep non sdng: Khi &t Lé Van Hung da thing hoa gka chén treong Binh
Long va hoa anh hung Lé&W Hung da ny dep tai phong tugn An Loc. Va i hap hoi
theo vin nuéc, phat cédi Lé Tuéng Quanda chon céi clét bi hungdé tra thanh Bt ter
trong lich sr va quan & Viét Nam.

Vi dung ¥ vinh danh vatng ngm tréng Lé Van Hung, rvi trang cwi cia tac pm
“Last Man Out,” tac gi James E Parker, Jr. chinh @y\da xep bai thy khong tra, khong
tén tac gi voi cau thy cham dat:

| am not there. | did not die.

Va sau chot, @t cau ip ngdndugc xem nhr quan hén cia danhiéng Douglas
MacArthur: “Duty, Honor, Country.”

http://www.viettribune.com/vt/index.php?id=4746
Do not stand at my grave and weep is a poem wiiité®32 by Mary Elizabeth Frye

Do not stand at my grave and weep,
| am not there; | do not sleep.
| am a thousand winds that blow,
| am the diamond glints on snow,
| am the sun on ripened grain,
| am the gentle autumn rain.
When you awaken in the morning’s hush
| am the swift uplifting rush
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Of quiet birds in circling flight.

| am the soft starlight at night.

Do not stand at my grave and cry,
| am not there; | did not die.

James E Parker Jr

Ngwn: Internet Email by Qinh Lan chuyn

Pang ngay Tk Tuw, February 15, 2017
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